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Some ACCOUNT of this 


mW. O'R K, 


Bey ACN 


Eminent PHYSICIAN. 


 F_AHe Frailty of Man, and the fhort 
Re Period of his Life are completely 


redrefled, by the Faculty of pro- 


pagating his Kind, given him when he was 


Created ; for he as perfectly fets forth the 
Glory of God, and as effectually /abdues the 
Earth in the feveral Succeflions of Mankind 


»by Generation, as if a Number of Men had 


- at firft been Created, who had been to in- 
; habit the Barth during the Ages Of tts Tobe 
_ fifting. sega 


The Means whereby Generation is perfor- 


ie med, are, in every refpect, as Wife and Won- 
~ derful, as the great Defign itfelf, of propa-— 
- gating the World, by fucceffive Generations. 


4 


This might eafily be made appear if it were 
here feafonable to explain the Propriety, Order, 
Ta A ag and 


Some: Account of this WORK, 
and apt Difpofition of the Parts and Inftru< 
ments ferving to this Purpofe; and relate the 
whole Procefs of the Formation of a Fetus 


from its minute and very {mall Origin, till it 


is grown up to maturity in the Womb, and is 


brought forth into the World. Such Confide- 


rations of the Greatnefs of this Work made 
the truly great Phyfician, Galen, break forth 
in the due Praifes on the Wifdom of the Cre 
ator, * Are we not therefore chiefly to admire 
the Wifdom and Providence of the Worker ° For 
though it be far more eafie to fet forth, in Words, 
the Beginning of Things, than to form the Work; 
‘yet our Expreffions and Words fall fo much 
foort of the Wifdom of him that made Us, that 
ze are not able to explain, what gave him fo 


little trouble to make. 6 


But when this Subject was the Contempla- 


tion of a Royal Prophet, the Expreftions were 
more fublime, as his Imaginations were bet- 


ter enlightned, - My Reins are thine, thou 


haft ordered me in my Mother’s Womb. I will 


give thanks unto thee, for I am fearfully, and 


zonder fully made; Marvellous are thy Works, and 
_ that my Soul knoweth right well. My Bones 
ave not hid from thee, though I be made fe- 
cretly, and fafbioned beneath in the Earth, 
Thine Eyes did fee my Subftance, yet being un- 
perfect, and in thy Book were al my Members 
“written, which day by day were fafbtoned, wher 
‘gs yet there were mone of them, ©: 

* Lib. xv. de Part. Ufu, §. 1. sg, 

+ Plal, cxxxix. vs 12, 13, 14, 15,16. 
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_ Thus we aie made with great Skill and Pro= 
Vidence, but not without a poffibility of de= 
caying, and of our Fabrick falling to utter 
Ruin. Our Mortality convinces us of this 
Truth, for this Decay only happens through 
the Mifcarriage of fome principal Machine, 
and that without anylmperfection in the W ork, 
or of the Worker; as would appear by ex- 
amining into any of the various Machines. 


and Wheels of Life. 


The Blood is the chief of thern all, anid by 
the Creator is declared to comprehend Life it 
felf, yet its Decay puts us under the Neceflity 
of daily Bread, and the Difcharges from it are 
fo néceflary, that we could not fubfift a Day 
without them, tho’ they occafion our Life to 


 bedaily recruited, or to be under the Neceffity 


of coming to an End if thefe necefiary Recruits 
were withdrawn. 


Weare perfectly made to anfwer the Ends of 
the Creator. His great Providence is to con- 
trive the moft neceflary Machines, the leaft 
liable to Accidents and Error, but not to be 
eternal. As this is manifeft in all the Machines 
of Life in any Perfon, fo isit in thofe of Ge- 
neration. Hence it is that the Rearing a Child 
in the Womb, and its Paflage into the World, 


are the beft fecured againft, and are the leaft 


liable to Chances of mifcarrying in their Work. 
? Sy. Ses This 


Some Account of the WORK, 
This Particular of a Child’s Paffage into the 
- World, is the proper Bufinefs of a Midwzfe; 
and the real Boundary of her Knowledge and 
Prattice; for tho’ Almighty God has ordered 
this Paflage the moft Safe, where the Race of 
Mankind is engaged in its weakeft State and 
moft helplefs Condition, and is evident in the 
Succeffions of Men in the moft barbarous Ages 
of the World; yet fometimes the preter-natural 
Bulk, or Shape of a Child, the wrong Pofture 
of the Womb, or of the Child in it ; and an ill 
Make of the Os Sacrum, or fome other of thele 
Bones, prove a great Obftacle to its being 
brought with Eafe or Safety into the World. 
Otherwife, Matters are fo wifely ordered, that 
there is feldom any Difficulty, and the Mother 
~ might do that Office to her Daughter, or any 
Woman who had once brought a Child herfelf, 
- might be ufeful to another. 


I do not fay this to Undervalue the Pro- 
feffion of Midwifery: On thecontrary, Mid- 
wifery is an ufeful and neceflary Practice ; and 
Midwives have the beft Opportunity to fhew 
their Compaffion and 'Tendernefs to Mankind, 
in this infant and helplefs State. Befides, a 
Woman cannot be fuppofed to be qualify’d for 
the moft difficult Part of her Employment, that 
is not well vers’d, and has not got a habit of 
Laying Women in the moft eafy Times. 


Midwifery is a Work of the Hands, and 
requires a repeated Practice to make a Midwife 


ready 
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seady in that Bufinefs. They are indeed great 
Enemies to Midwives, and to Mankind, who 
deprive the Women of this neceflary Habit ; as 
it feems, by our worthy Author’s Complaint, 
fome Men do, with an ungenerous and low 
Defign of making themfelves neceflary to {ome 
foolifh Mothers: for he fays, that when the 
repeated Shrieks inform thefe Men of the 
Child’s Approach, they then thruft themfelves 
in to reproach the Midwife, —impo/e upon filly 
Women, to catch at a Reputation to them- 
felves, when the Work of Nature had been 
kindly done without them, =~ y 


Midwifery has, in all Ages, been the Study 
of the moft learned Phyficians, tho’ the Prac- 
tice of it has beft fucceeded, in this laft Age, 
among the French: for their Ladies, laying 
afide all unreafonable Modefty, have provided 
for their own and Children’s Safety by admit- 
ting of Affiftance from both Sexes ; and the 
Men being more Skilful in Anatomy, and 
better difpofed to find out new Help in un- 
-forefeen Cafes, have brought it to greater Per- 
fection, than it could poffibly attain to by o- 
ther Means in other Countries. : 


Nor have the French Authors been back ' 
ward in communicating their Methods, and the 
Ways they havetaken to prevent and remedy 
the many difficult Cafes which occur to them. 
Viardel, Mauriceau, and Portal are famous In- 
ftances of this Beneficence to Mankind, tho’ 


A 4 Mr. 
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Mr: Mauriceau has merited Mr. Portal’s Praifes 
for his excellent Performances, and his Book 
of Midwifery has defervedly been read in moft. 
European Languages ; nor is he lefs to be 
commended. for the great Store of Obferva- 
tions, which. might make a lafting Building 
in the Hands.of a Skilful Workman: fof 
as Mr. Mauriceau has built many Things 
wifely upon Hippocrates, 1o he himfelf has 
brought many Materials for an excellent 
Fabrick. - 


But as Daventer has fucceeded Mr. Mauri- 
ceau, fo we muft own that his Rules for the 
Practice of Midwifery are more perfect, more 
eafy, better founded, and extend to more 
Cafes. It is certain, that * our Author has 
made the moft proper Ufe of Anatomy, and 
has excellently well laid open to our View 
thofe Difficulties: that occur either from par- 
ticular ill Conformations of the Parts the 
Child is to pafs, or from the various ill Po-~ 
ftures the Womb itfelf does take, while a 
Child is contained init 5 which laft Confide« 
ration had never yet been mentioned by any 
Author or Prattifer in Midwifery ; though it 
often happens, and is as often an unavoidable 
Occafion of the Death of many Mothers, and 
of their tender Infants. 


His Rules are not only better built on Anae 


* Chap. 85 9: 


_ tomy, . 
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tomy; and extend to more Cafes, but they 
are more particular, more plain, and. are 
confequently more ¢eafily apprehended, and 
put in practice. Indeed every Page of 
this excellent Book is filled with thofe 
Circumftances and Particulars; and Mid. 
wives are led through every Step of a 
Labour with fuch Clearnefs, as apprizes 
them of every Thing that is fit or pof= 
fible to be done for the Security, or Relief of 
an Infant, or of its Parent. His Direétions 
about Touching Women before they Labour, 
ot bring forth, are equally new and ufeful, 
he making this a Guide to Midwives, where~ 
by they may forefee all Difficulties as they 
happen, and prevent. them carly from be- 
coming greater by an otherwife unavoidable 
Surprize. 


In confequence of all this extraordinary 
Skill and Knowledge it is,- that he gives 
Glory to God, and does Honour to his Pro- 
feffion; * for what is more inconfiftent 
with .God’s Providence, than a frequent 
Ufe of cruel Inftruments, fo much recom- 
mended by all other Authors? what more 
unfit for the Tender Sex, than Men ar- 
med againft them, and their tenderer In- 
fants? He has fhewn that the Work. is 
naturally eafy, that the moft difficult Oc- 
currences are beft remedy’d by Skill, and a 


* Pag. 14. 248, 249. 
3 right 
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right Underftanding of what they are about ; 
and that no Inftrument is to be ufed againft _ 
Infants, except they are Monfters, or are 
furely dead, and ufelefs Members of hu- 
man Kind. 


* An Author has lately, on a pafling 
View of fome Parts of Generation, fhewn the 
Danger and Ufelefsnefs of dilating Inftru-— 
ments on this Occafion, and that Men ei- 
ther deceive themfelves, or would impofe 
upon the World, who pretend to practife 
with them: But Dr. Daventer, as if he had 
not been fatisfy’d with condemning thofe In- 
ftraments of Death, thro’ the Courfe of his 
Practice concludes, $ “ That if the Labour 
“ of Women with Child may be happily 
“ compleated by the Method and Rules of 
“ this Book, to what Purpefe are fo many 
“© Inftruments recommended by moft Au- 
“ thors, whofe Figures they are at the 
“ Trouble to give us? ‘To which he adds, 
© 'That I think former Practitioners have kil- 
“ led many more Infants than ever they fa- 
“ ved by any of their Openers of the Matrix, 
“ their Hooks, or any of their Inftruments, 
“ &c, Every Perfon may be convinced by 
“ what is faid, that thefe Inftruments are fel- 
“ dom, nay never ufeful, but when Infants 


“ have been flothfully negleéted, or for 


* Pag. 11. Of a Treatife of the Gonorrhea. 
T Pag. 273. 
aa “ drawing 


» 


by an Eminent Puysician, 


« drawing out of Monfters; fo that hereaf- 
“ ter aha Midwife’s Art will not be efteem-., 
“ ed horrid, inhuman, ox cruel.” And there-~ 
fore this Book is not only of the greateft 
Ufe to Midwives, but is an excellent Vindi- 
cation of divine Providence, and. of the Hue 
manity wherewith Midwifery ent to be 
practited, 
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Of the Qualifications which are requir'd, to 
— make a woman fit for the practice of midwifery. 


Mafter or Artift, who would inform his 

Scholar, or young Beginner, in any Art or 
Science, to confider and thoroughly enquire into 
the Qualifications which thofe Perfons ought to 
be furnifhed with, who are to praétife any Arr, 
or to be inftruéted in any Science ; or he mutt at 
laft_ complain both with lofs of Time and Shame, 
that all the Pains he hath taken was to no pur-/ 
pofe. Therefore before we proceed to inform 
thofe who are inclin’d to the Praétice of mid- 
wifery, it will not be foreign to confider, how 
fuch ought ta be qualified, whether in Natural or 
acquired Accomplifhments, to render them more 
fuccefsful in the Praétice of that Art in procefs 
of Time, | : 


: if T is both neceffary and reafonable for any 
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In procefs of time, I fay, becaufe no Body can 
think that this Work can prefently be done, and 
at one heat as we fay ; it is requifite to employ a 
confiderable time to acquire the firft general Know- 
ledge of things ; nor are we prefently expert in 
the exact Performance of all thofe Things which 
we have acquired a Knowledge of: There is a 
great deal of difference betwixt Theory and Prac- 
tice, and efpecially in the Praétice of this Art, and 
much more than any one would believe, who ne- 
ver apply’d themfelves to this Bufinefs, which will 

readily be acknowledged and confeffed by any one 
who hath apply’d themfelves to it. — | 
- The Qualifications therefore requifite for a Mid- 
wife, are, a Body fit for this Bufinefs, both in re- 
fpeét of the Whole, and of each Part ; perfectly 
formed, without fuch Impediments which might 
obftruét a Midwife in her Office ; and therefore 
we judge fuch as come under the following Ex- 
ceptions, unfit for this Work. 


I. 


All Women who are very much in Years; but I 
will not fay that one who is fomething old cannot 
be a fuccelsful Midwife ; I am far from that, forold 
Women who are improved by Ufeand Practice, of- 
ten arethe beft, except fuch as inconfiderately fet 

out about their Work, and as inconfiderately pro- 
ceed, which fome old doating Women fometimes do. 
But fince we {peak of Women applying themfelves 
- henceforward to learn the Office of a Midwife, and 
it requires a great deal of ‘Time with daily Practice, 
before it can be perfected, we fay, that old Wo- 
mn have flipped by the feafonable time to obtain it 5 
befides that their Underftanding, Memory, and 
Judgment are deficient, they want both Strength 
and Senfe, which are highly requifite to perform 


this Part. . | 
A II. We 
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We exclude alfo, as unfit for this Bufinefs, 
young Women, fuch as Virgins and new mar- 
ried Women, unlefs we contider them as ten- 
der Branches, which are gradually to be inftruct- — 
ed in the firft Principles of the Knowledge of 
this Art; that in procefs of Time according to 
the Conditions, the Age, and Habits, increafing 
in Knowledge and Judgment, they may the bet- 
_ter proceed to practice. And I could .with that 
many, having laid the firm Foundations of Know- 
ledge, were gradually prepared; efpecially Mid-_ 
wives Daughters, and the Daughters of Surgeons, 
who practife Midwifery, might, in this refpect, be 
ferviceable tothemfelves, and by that means in pro- 
cefs of Time make Mankind the better for their 
Pains and Studies; and becaufe moft commonly 
. fome imprudent and poor People, or Widows, 
urged by neceflity, for a very {mall Reward take 
upon them this Office, to the Deftruction of a 
great many Women in Labour, as well as of the 
_ Infants, it-grows fo cheap, that few Husbands are 
willing their Wives or Daughters fhould be inform- 
ed in it. 

But-I am verily perfuaded, however Men may 
undervalue this Office, nothing can be more Ufe- 
ful to Mankind, or more Neceflary, which a {kil- 
ful Woman can apply her Mind to; I doubt not if 
Women with Child, and their Husbands knew what 
difference there is betwixt a Prudent and Impru- 
dent, a Skilful and Unfkilful Midwife (and how 
one by her Affiftance may contribute to the Health 
as well as faving of the Life both of the Mother 
and Infant, and how the other may be prejudicial 
through neglect, nay by occafioning the Death of 
both) but they would be more cautious, and not 
fo eafily put their Confidence in fuch. But this 

ie B2 Matter 
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Matter is ill managed, and thofe are moft efteemed 
who work the cheapeft,; and in the mean while 
they live in hopes, whilft they run the Hazard of 
lofing that which is dearer than all the ‘Treafure 
in the World. | 

A prudent Midwife, who underftands her Bufi- 
nefs, and prefently knows what to do in the be- 
ginning of adifficult Birth, and performs her Work 
faithfully, as her Duty requires, and her Love to 
her Neighbour commands, cannot be too well re- 
warded for her Pains, to whom the greateft Thanks 
are due, though imprudent People think other- 
wile. 

Confidering the whole, I may fay, that it isa 
wonder, that Magiftrates are not more follicitous 
to erect fit Schools for the Inftruction of young 
Midwives in every City, that Men fitly qualified 
might not only inftruét them in the true Notions 
of Anatomy, but alfo inform them clearly in the 
fundamental Knowledge of all thofe Arts, which 
they underftand as fkilful and experienced Surge- 
ons; fo that by this means, in feveral Countries 
and Cities, a great number of Women, as well as 
Infants, might be faved, who are loft for want of 
feafonable Help. Some Midwives to excufe them- 
felves will fay, they have taken all the Pains they 
could, and done all that lay in their Power, but | 
to no purpofe ; fince to do that is not fufficient, 
as long as they were not able to do what they 
ought, or what was neceflary. 

Is not this enough to convince any Impartial 
Perfon, and the Midwives themfelves, that they 
do not underftand their Bufinefs ; when you fhall 
find them witha Woman in Labour the fpace of 
one, two, three, or four Days, all their Endeavours 
being to no purpofe, the Infant being in an incon- 
venient pofture for Birth 5 whereas on the contra- 
ry an underflanding Midwife, or a Surgeon who 
is accuftomed to the Practice of Midwifery, be- 

2 | “ing 
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ing fent for, will deliver the Woman and bring 
away the After-birth very often in lefs than an 
Hour’s time, and what is more, very frequently 
without thePerfon in Labour feeling much Pain. 
Is not this enough to open the Eyes, both of Mid- 
wives, and thofe who are concerned for the 
Welfare of their Country ; that they might pre- 
vent fuch Inconveniencies, which proceed only 
from the Ignorance of Midwives, which is to be 
feen to our Sorrow in moft Cities, but efpecially 
in the Country? » 

I have often, by God’s Affiftance, (being fent 
for to Women in Labour, who lay in great Mife- 
ry, and were for fome Days {pent with their con- 
tinual Pains through the neglect of the Midwives) 
Jay’d them and freed them of the Infant, though 
it were dead, and the Mothers who were alive, 
were only to be faved by a fpeedy Delivery of the 
Infant, and the After-birth. I can truly witnefs 
(what I fay without Vanity) that I never acted the 
Part of a Midwife, with God’s Affiftance, with- - 
out a fuccefsful Birth, except one whom I could 
not deliver, being unacquainted with her’ Lan= 
guage, fo that whatever fhe acted was contrary to 
my Endeavours, and not giving Ear to what — 
faid, fhe being a Midwife herfelt, fhe obftinately 
acted according to herown Judgment. But though 
all are not now alive, fince fome of them were 
long fince half dead, yet a great many, nay abun- 
dance, (by the blefling of God) are preferved by 
my Affiftance, who would otherwife have cers 
tainly been dead, had they not been preferved by 
this Means. : 

We are byno means to think, thata prudent 
Surgeon, who practifes Midwifery, or a Midwife 
delivers a Woman by Chance or Fortune, or by 
boldly running a Hazard, as fome that are ig- 
norant think ;. by no means ; this Art depends 
on as firma Foundation, as a great many others, 

3 which 
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which neverthelefs are fubjeé to Accidents ; which 
will appear from what follows,: when we have. 
demonttrated the Caufes of a difficult Birth, and 
how a prudent Midwife, or a Surgeon who prac- 
tifes that Art, may prevent, correct, or remove 
them. | 

I have willingly in this Place made a Digreflion, 
that I might make it evident to thofe who are be-. 
ginning to take Midwifery upon them, of what 
great Concern that Matter was; not that I would 
difcourage them, but rather admonith them, . how. 
difficult the Matter is, which they undertake. 
The Life of the Mother, as well as the Infant, is 
concerned; which may be faved by the Help of a 
prudent Midwife, orloft by the negleé of one that 
is imprudent ; for itis net Wood, Stone, or Mor- 
tar that they handle, but Men formed after the 
Image of God, whofe Life is more precious than 
*. all the Treafures. of the World. } avers 


If. 


ee 


In the next Place we except as unfit for this 
Work, infirm, difeafed, and confumptive Perfons, 
who though they have a found Judgment, and are 
furnifhed with all other neceffary Qualities, by 
reafon of their Weaknefs are unfit for this Bufinefs. 
For befides that, Midwives are often obliged to 
watch Day and Night with Women in Labour, 
(which fuch weak Perfons are not capable of ) 
fo much Strength 1s fometimes required to turn 
Infants in an il pofture, or to draw them out, 
that a weak Perfon, is not able to do it, and a 
very ftrong Man is obliged to ufe all his Strength 
to attain his End, which a great many Surgeons 
who practife Midwifery can teftify as well asmyfelf. 


i can truly affirm, that in the coldeft Time of 


Winter, when I have been thinly cloathed, andat 
a diftance from a Fire; my Hair has been. wet 
and 


a 
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_andll my Body in a Sweat by hard.Labour, and 
my Loins have aked for fome Days after; {o that 
when Life is fo much at ftake, the extreameft 
Means are to be made ufe of. But thefe Things 
are to be underftood in Relation to fuch Women 
as have continued in hard Labour without help, 
and when the Waters have already flowed down ; 
nay fometimes I have been fo perplexed, and fo 
clofely comprefled, that I thought my Hand 
and Arm deprived both of Senfe and Strength. 
Could weak and tender Bodies have done any 
thing in fuch Cafes ? But this does not always 
happen, otherwife this Work would be altogether 
fitter for Men than Women ; itis feldom wetake 
fo much Pains as to fweat;. yet though fuch great 
Violence is not always requifite, we ate forced 
to make ufe of more Strength, than is commonly 
thought. 7 ? 


IV. 


Women that are too fat and grofs are not fit 
for this Bufinefs ; for befides that they cannot 
long fit incommodioufly, there being often oc- 
-eafion to eafe and move the Women-in Labour, 
their Hands and Arms are quite unfit to be made 
ufe of, being too thickand flefhy to be put up in- 
to their Bodies, which are too tender and ftraight, 
without occafioning great Pain, which is extreme 
enough when their Hands are never fo fmaily ne- . 
verthelefs the ftrongeft Hands are fometimes con- - 
venient, nor do they obftruct the Bufinefs, ‘but 
thick Arms, which can fcarce be put up into the 
Body, may be ferviceable. 


=. - ‘ vin 


We except againft thofe who are maimed, as. 
unfit for this Bufinefs; viz. thofe that have crook- 
ed Fingers, and whofe Hands and Arms are crook~ 
ed and ftiff ; and on the contrary thofe whofe 

| B 4. Parts. 
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Parts are flaccid and loofe, fuch are not tovtake 
upon them this fort of Bufinefs. For thofe that 
are good Midwives ought to be ready and nimble 
with their Hands, Arms, and Fingers, there being 
occafion to ufe thofe Parts after a different manners 
fometimes ftrait, fometimes folded ; fometimes 
bent after one manner, and fometimes after ano- 
ther, as neceffity andthe Pofture of the Womb, or 
Infant requires ; but thofe whofe Handsand Arms 
are ftupified or flaccid, want both Senfe and 
Strength, and for that Reafon are unfit for this 
Bufineis. | 
x VI. 

Thofe are unfit for this Work, who are of 
a ftupid and dull Senfe, and incapable of per- 
ceiving Things diftinétly. Iam not ignorant that 
fome Scholars want their Underftandings to be ex- 
ercifed, and are raw in thofe Things which they 
have not learned; but there is a difference betwixt 
thofe that are Ignorant, and of a dull Senfe, which 
makes them unapt to underftand, who if the 
know not how to write or read, though they en-— 
deavour never fo much, they mutt lofe their 
Labour, 

Thole who would be Midwives ought to know 
how to write and read, they ought to have good 
Rooks, and to read them over and over, that they 
may daily improve their Theory and Readinefs in 
arder to practife, giving a good Attention to 
every thing they hear, read and experience in thefe 
Matters. | | 

VIE. 

Nor are thofe fit for this Bufinefs, who are not 
handy; Nor are flothful Perfons fit forit, whoare 
neither willing, nor know how to handle any 
thing ; or who take upon them the Office of a 
Midwife, that they may get their Living lazily. 

1 Thole 
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Thofe who would be fit for the Office of a Mid- * 
wife, ought to be watchful and cunning, diligent 
and expert in every thing that may occur. The 
ought not to be flow or of a wavering Mind, for 
in the beginning of the Labour an Opportunity 
may be lott by neglect, ina quarter an Hour, which 
may occafion the Mother a great many Pains af- 
terwards, and the Death of the Child: - Thofe who 
think they come foon enough, may come too late ; 
and it is of great Concern to nick the Opportu- 


nity. 
VIII. 


A great deal of Gravity and exercifed Agility, 
both of Senfe and Body, becomes Women that 
would be Midwives; for light, diffolute and daring 
Perfons in fuch difficult Matters, can do but little 
good. Sometimes they are negligent, fometimes 
forgetful, and their Lightnefs makes them lefs care- 
ful in confidering the Weightinefs and Necefflity of 
the Matter ; and what is worfe, they eafily pafs b 
what Errors are committed, falfly promifing them- 
felves they fhall make amends for what is paft, and 
fo neglect to {eek Help in time, and thusexpofe the 
_ Perfon in Labour as well as the Infant to the great- 

eft Hazard of their Lives, not taking care to provide 
what might prevent their Death. On the contrary, 
a Woman that is grave, confiderate, and hath pre- 
fence of Mind, is not eafily {urprized with Accidents, 
nor apt to flight them, but examining all Accidents 
well, is ready to confult with others, and is apt to take 

advice, is moft fit to be a Midwife. For {uch Ca- 
fes commonly happen in Labour, that we ought to 
employ all our Senfes in attending them, and ex- 
amining what is to be done, - And often the 


Cafes they ought to be cautious to ask Advice in 
time, and give ear to ity lek they fhould be guilty 
"of incorrigible Faults sos" IX. 
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Women fit for this Employ eughtto be inclina- 
ble to do Good, given to Hofpitality and tender 
Hearted, as ready to help the Poor asthe Rich, 
nor fhould they ever be wanting to any in the Time 
of their Labour, for the Confideration only of Gain. 
God Almighty hath formed the Poor as well as the 
Rich after his own Image, and therefore the Life 
of both ought to beequally dear to them; God Al- 
mighty rewards according to his bountiful Benevo- 
lence, bringing greater Riches than the {mall Re- 
compence of this or that rich Man, given for the 
lofs of Life, which this or that poor Body fuffers, 
or an Infant who is often fuffered to perifh, when 
forfaken after this manner. 
Yet [ will not fay, that Midwives, or thofethat 
practife Midwifery, may not lawfully deny the 
Care of a Perfon in Labour, when others require 
their Affiftance, who were firft committed to their 
Care, for both Charity and Juftice require that ; 
for Example: A Midwife being fent for by a Per- 
fon in Labour, when fhe hath taken her in hand, 
fhe thinks all is likely to do well, her Pains being 
but fimall.; and whilft fhe attends them, fhe isfent — 
for to another, where the Infant being in an ill Po- 
fture, a difficult Birth threatens danger, fhe know+ 
ing herfelf better qualify’d than others prefent, and 
being certain, that another not equally skillful is to 
fupply her place, and to lay the former, and the is 
retained to lay the latter, and to relieve her Pain, 
fhe is not to neglect the fame, if fhe will aét like 
a Chriftian, though the firft was rich, and the Jat- 
ter poor, for God refpects not Perfons, and he who 
knows how to do good, fins if he omits it. 

But if by.chance, one that is rich and poor are in 
equal Danger, and wants Help, without refpeé& to 
their Wealth or Poverty, fhe onght to affift oe 

Bia rit, 
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firft, which Divine Providence had firft engaged 
her with ; butif therebe a contrary Confideration, 
(as [fuppofe the Cafes of Women in Labour may 
be different) I believe Refpeét is to be had to fome 
other Motive than that of Gain, for the Life of 
Mankind is to be preferr’d before Gain. 


xX. 


And that gives me occafion to affert, That a Mid- 
wife ought to confult’ her Confcience, and fear 
God; for Matters of Concern are committed to 
her Charge, and if fhe willnot be good, clande- 
{tine dealing may be very prejudicial both to the 
Mother and Infant; can any Body fay fhe aéts con- 
trary to her Duty,, her Work being done in the 
dark, and efcaping the Sight of Men ? Her Rafh- 
nefs, Slothfulnefs, Tendernefs, and Careleffnefs may 
lead her intova great many Errors of ill Confequence, 
both to the Mother and Infant, if the fear of God 
does not engage her to act confcientioufly and to 
difcharge her Duty faithfully. But being fore-arm’d 
with the Fear of the Lord, not confiding altogether 
inher own Knowledge, and knowing that the ftands 
in need of Divine Affiftance, being earneft in Prayer, 
fhe acts circumfpeétly, always relying upon God, 
who gracioufly fupplies with Wifdom thofe that 
‘want it, and call uponhim.. 


XI. 


_ Nor fhould a Midwife be lefskind, mild, and 
meek, for Womenare the weaker Veffels, and thofe 
in Labour, are full of Pain and peevifh, and often 
faint-hearted, whom a Midwife ought to encou- 
rage and fupport with Hopes as far as the Conditi- 
on of the Motherand Infant will permit. There is 
_ ho need to tell them of any ill Accidents as long as 
there is Hopes of removing and correcting them. 


& 
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A Midwife ought to be patient, and if the Wo- 
man in. Labour fays or does amifs, fhe ought toin- 
firuét her gently, efpecially in the firft Labour, 
which they are unacquainted with and not ufedto. _ 

But notwithftanding this, in matters of great 
Concern, where there is great neceflity, and the 
Womenin Labour does not give ear to Advice, the 
Midwife is to put her in mind of her Duty fevere- 
ly, and had need of Sagacity, to difcern the diffe- 
rent Tempers of Women; fora great many, like 
Children, are to be treated with Gentlenefs, Huma- 
nity, and Goodnefs, and fometimes with Severity 
are to be f{chool’d to do what they ought. Some ~ 
are fo tender, and yet fo {paring to themfelves, that 
they had rather the Infant fhould perifh inthe mid- 
dle of the Birth, than fatigue themfelves with 
ufing their utmoft Endeavours to promoteit; nay, 
if fome were fuffered to indulge themfelves in their 
Eafe, they would not only lofe the Infant, but 
themfelves rather than fuffer the neceflary Pains, 
when the Infant is in an ill Pofture and ready for 
Birth, to turn it and draw it out. In this Cafe a 
Midwife, or Surgeon, that practifes Midwifery 
ought to admonifh the Perfons feverely of what 
they ought to do, and encourage them with the 
Hopes of a happy and quick Birth. 


XII. 


Farther it is by no means convenient .for a Mid- 
wife to be of an wilful Difpofition, or obftinate ; 
the ought rather to fubmit her Thoughts to the 
Judgment of aprudent Phyfician, ora Surgeon that 

ractifes Midwifery, who excels in Learning and 
Skill, But thofe who through Pride refufe to fub- 
mit or refign their Prerogative to the Will of thofe 
that are prudenter than themfelves, are apt to ven- 
ture at every thing, and to facrifice the Life of the 
- Mother and Infant to their Pride, expofing them to 
_ the greateft Danger, 1, 
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Nor is it convenient for Women with Child to 
undertake this Office, it iscertainly very dangerous 
becaufe many things may happen, which may af- 
fright and terrify them; and ftrange Impreffions, 
receiv’deither by Touch or Sight, may by chance 
be hurtful to the Embryo; befides it is certain, that 
Women with Child in ftrong Labours, may eafily 
fail of their Strength, wherefore thofe that for the 
fake of Pride or Gain,. refufe tocommit the Work 
to others, may eafily be wanting in performing their 
Office. 

Women whoundertake Midwifery, ought to be 
temperate and fober ; for with their dainty Meat, 
being occafionally invited, they grow drunk and 
foolifh, efpecially with Wine and Beer, after plen- 
‘tifully eating. But chiefly they ought to avoid 
drinking intoxicating Liquors, leit they render them- 
felves ufelefs. They ought alfo to be faithful and 
filent, that they may beable to conceal thofe Things 
which ought notto befpoken of; nor fhould they 
be Vagabonds or Tatlers, that they may be ready 
when call’d for. 

But there are a great many more Virtues and 
Quaiifications both of Body and Mind, fit andcon- 
venient for thofe that practife Midwifery, which 
fince they are not abfolutely requifite we fhall omit 
them. : 

But before we put an End to this Chapter, it 
will not be inconvenient, to add fomething concern- 
ing Surgeons who praétife Midwifery, who doubt- 
lefs ought not to want the above-mention’d Quali- — 
fications, but rather fhould be adorned with the 
following Virtues, viz. Chaftity, Bafhfulnefs, and 
Modefty, nor fhould they be rafh Swearers, Drink- 
ers, or Company-keepers ; likewile Chri/tian and 
Natural Honefty perfuades the Female Sex to co- 
ver the Secrets of Nature, before one another, and 
much more before Men. It 
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If therefore a Woman in Labour is obliged to call 
to her Affiftance a fkilful Man, Reafon, Chrifizan 
Bafhfulnefs, and Modeity require, that a Surgeon 
fhould behave himfelf fo, bothin Words and Aécti- 
ons, that he may neither give occafion of Shame or 
~ Concern to the Woman in Labour, or the By-ftand- 

ers. The Woman in Labour will be afhamed, it 
fhe is laid more naked than Honefty and Neceflity 
requires ; befides if he handles the Patient cruelly 
and roughly ; if he cutsthe Infant to pieces; if he 
‘wounds the Mother; laftly, if for the fake of wick- 
ed Delight he fhould dare to ask the miferable Wo- 
man Queftions whilft the Body or Head of the In- 
fant is in the Neck of the Womb, the greateft of 
Wickednefs! Would the happy Mother be willing 
to hear it or not? How could he othérwife but af- 
Alig the Woman in Labour, as well asthe Standers 
by, when they faw a Man in Liquor, almoft void 
of theufe of his Senfes, both void of Pity and Gom- 
paflion, furnifhed with a Knife, a Hook, an Iron 
Forceps, and other Inftruments horrible to fight, to 
come to the Affiftance of one in Agony, who com- 
monly firft begins, with rafh Oaths to hurt the 
Mother, then killthe living Infant, then with a 
great deal of Pain to draw it out in Pieces, and at 
laft to think no Reward fatisfactory for fuch an ex-_ 
traordinary piece of Work. 

I could with fuch Surgeons would change their 
Office with a Slaughterer of Oxen and Sheep; it 
would be much better, than to handlea Man form- 
edafter the Image of God after fuch a manner, and 
by this means expofe the Art of Midwifery to the 
Hatred of all Perfons. For I doubt not but the 
Work of a practical Surgeon in Midwifery would 
be much more grateful to the common People, if a 
Woman in Labour was ufed gently and modeftly as 
fhe ought to be. | 

And here 1 cannot but take notice of that great 
Fault, which a Surgeon may labour under, wiz. 4 

7 unfa- 
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/ unfatisfy’d Covetoufnefs, thirfting after Gain forthe - 
_ Health of his Neighbour. And this flender Fault 

a Surgeon is catchedin, if when heis fent for into 
the Country, or any City, he refufes to take in 
hand the Perfon he was {ent for to, unlefs a certain 
Sum of Money is firft laid down, though the Mos 
ney is borrowed, or collected amongft the Neigh+ 
bours for God’s Sake. I can eafily guefs, that fuch 
will offer it as an Excufe for what they do, that un- 
lefs they get their Money before-hand, whilft Ne- 
ceflity obliges them toit, moft Men, efpecially poor 
People, would be fo ungrateful, as neither to give 
them a Reward for their Pains, and others would 
be backward in giving thema Recompence. 

Truly I doubt not, but that a great many igno- 
‘rant Men would not fufficiently value the Work 
of a Man Midwife, not knowing, thatasa Workman 
is worthy of hisReward, fo all Sorts of Work are 
Workmen to be paid according to their Merit 
I may fay, according to the Digvity of the 
Work, not according to the lengthof Time they 
have been about its for who can think the Worlc 
of aSurgeon, who faithfully in an Hour, or half 
an Hour cuts for the Stone, fhould be paid ac- 
cording to the Time he was about it, as if you was 
paying a Labourer his Wages whom you had hired? 
No Body, I think would {pend their Time upon 
that Work. Wouldan Oculift, who by couching 
aCataract, reftores the Blind to their Sight in half 
_an Hour’s time, be paid as a hired Labourer? No 
Surgeon who praétifes Midwifery, would take 
Pains upon the like Terms ; for as it is in his Pow- 
er, to fave the Life of the Mother, or the In- 
fant, or both, certainly he deferves an extraordi- 
nary Reward, and isin fome meafure worthy fo great 
a Benefit. 

But upon this Eftimate, a Price ought not tobe 
demanded, nor ought to exceed the Ability of thofe. 


who are ta be relieved ; nor therefore are thofe to 
| | 'be 
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be left deftitute of Help, who cannot fupply us 
with Money ; nor are they to be expofed to cer- 
tain Danger; for where otherwifeis Charity, Pity, 
and Chri/tian Help, which certainly can no where 
take Place, if not in fuch Cafes. »' Therefore every 
one ought to reward {uch kind of Work accordin 
totheir Ability. Burt let none who praétife Mid- 
wifery be wanting, as frecly to aflift thofe who have 
no Money, as thofe. that are Rich. Sucha charitable 
Perfon will moft certainly fecure God Almighty’s 
Blefling upon all his Endeavours. 


in se ase aia vB 


Of the Theory neceffary for Midwives. 


tl poe ought to go before Practice, as the 
Body before the Shadow. He that knows 
hot what is to be done, knows not how to produce 
the Effe& ; much lefs does he know the Method 
of doing well. Thofe who only think it fufficient 
to grow wife by Practice, without the previous 
Knowledge of Things, are often deceived, and by 
the Experience of all it is certain, that thofe who 
know whatis tobe done, muft needs, neverthelefs, 
be exercifed in doing, before they know how todo 
what they thoughtthey knewvery well, nay, what 
they truly well underftood ; for our Members are 
not fo ready in acting, as our Minds are in percciv- 
ing ; and the Caufe is, that often the Effects very 
little anfwer the Conceptions of the moft difcern- 

ing Wits. | | 
Since therefore the Work of Midwifery, moft 
commonly is performed by the Underftanding and 
the Senfe, it is altogether neceflary, That thofe 
who defignto undertake Midwifery fhould be well 
informed of thofe Things which are to be known to 
the 
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that End, which for Order’s fake, we fhall lay down 
in thefe Propofitions. 


t. A general Knowledge is required of the Parts 
of Women, which ferveto. Generation; as what 
they are, where, and in what Place they are pla- 
ced or fituated. I fay, a general Knowledge, 

_ becaufe they have no Occafion for all that fub- 
‘tileContemplation, and exact Obfervation which 
curious Anatomifts have laid down upon that 
Subject. It is enough, for Example, If they 
have a fuperficial, yet diftinct Knowledge of 
the Womb, its Neck, its external Parts, of the 
Urinary Bladder, and the Juteftinum Reétum, 
The Pelvis and Bones in it, and their Form 
ot Figure, in which (Pélvis) the Bladder, the 
Womb and the Jnteftinum Reftum are placed, 
and the After-Birth and the Humout's in which 
the Infant {wims and is inclofed. 

2. A general, nay, a fpecial Knowledge, how the 
Woman with Child ought to be touched or 
handled, what that Touch is, why neceffary, and 

“to what End it ferves. 

3. How the After-Birth is to be brought forth. 

4. How all ill fituated Infants are to be turned, ot 
may be drawn out by the Feet. | | 

y- What things are to be ready at hand, that the 
Midwife may perform her Office well. 

6. How fhe ought to behave herfelf after the Birth, 
towards the Mother and the Infant. 


‘Cc CHAP, 
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Of the Pelvis and its Bones, in which the Womb 
is placed, and through which the Infants pafs 
in their Birth, Mie peta 


Erhaps it may feem ftrange to moft, to inftruct 
“ Midwives in the Knowledge of the Pelvis and 
its Bones, and of its various Form and Figure; but 
itis my opinion that they are miftaken, who think 
the Knowledge of the Pelvis ufelefs, or not necef- 
fary; Lam fo far frombeing of their Opinion, that 
ET affert the contrary; that it is not only ufeful'to 
Midwives, but highly neceflary, fo that without a 
clear Knowledge of that Matter, they proceed un- 
certainly, and, make ufe of their Hands, like thofe 
"that are blind, if they are fent for to aflifta Woman 
in Labour, when the Infant isin an ill or unnatural 
Pofture, fo that they muft be guilty of a great ma- 
ny Miftakes. $e = 
“As for the Neceflity of the Knowledge of. thefe 
Bones, and. their Form and Figure, I fhould take 
no Notice of them, had I a mind to follow the 
Method of other Writers; or I fhould but flightly 
touch. upon them,, fo that Midwives would reap 
little Advantage. by it ; but thinking the Know- 
ledge of thefe Bones to be highly neceflary to Mid- 
wives, I thought it requifite alfo to reprefent their 
Figures, as clearly as they could be reprefented by 
an expert Painter, accurately. to the Life. 
But hereI would advertife the Reader, that it is 
very difficult to reprefent all the Bones which con- 
ftitute the Pelvis intheir natural Pofition or Contti- 
tution at once, becaufe the one Part being in view, 
eafily obftruéts the Sight of the other; wherefore 
it was neceflary to reprefent the whole Pe/vis intwo 
-Pofitions, by the two following Figures; the firft 
| oy of 
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of which reprefents the whole Pelvis, as we view 
it from the Fore-part, where all its Bones may’ be 
feen clearly and diftinétly, as alfo the upper-opening 
of the Hollow of the Pe/vis, together with its Form 
and Hollownefs according to the Proportion of the 
Bones. ae 

But becaufe in this Figure, looking into the Cavity 
ef the Pelvis, the Os Sacrumappears dire€tly oppo- 
fite, and forthat Reafon, its bending and crooked- 
nefs could not be reprefented; therefore to make it 
more evident, Itook care in thenext Figure to re- 
prefent the Pelvis Side-ways. 

And that the bending of the Os Sacrum might 
better and more clearly be feen, for that End the 
Bones of the Left-fide are omitted, as appears in 
the following Explanation of the Figures. 

But thofe that cannot form a true Coricepti- 
on of the Pelvis by thefe Figures, may look 
upon a Skeleton, efpecially of a Woman, and 
I doubt not, bat every thing will be evident to 
them; befides, they will fee that thefe Bones could 
not bereprefented more clearly. - But to diftinguith 
Male and FemaleSkeletons, Ifhalladd this, which 
may ferve to our Purpofe, wiz. that the lower Parts. 
of the Seat-Bones, for the moft part are more di« 
ftant ina Female Skeleton, nor are they fo much 
_ bent inwards down towards the Point of the Ox 
Coccygis asina Male Skeleton; which the moft wife 
and kind Creator ordered fo, to avoid a great many 
difficult Births, which notwithftanding happen too 
often. , 

The Explanation of Figure \. 


4@ Theupper Part of the Os Sacrum, the Vertebra 
of the Loins being taken swine isch a 
bb bb The Wings of the Pelvis, by fome called Offa 
. dliay becaufle the Guts called //ia lieupon them; 
thefe properly do not make the Cavity or Depth 
_of the Pelvis, but are as- it were the Bounds or 
et a tage, Sow > he ES Bor- 


~ 
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Borders of the Pelvis, according to fome Barber- 
Surgeons; nordo they encompafs the Pelvis on 
every Side by their Extenfion, nor on the Fore- 
part, neither Behind, but are only annexed to 
iton each Side, yet they are chiefly extended to- 
wards the Back-part, more than the Fore-part 3 
but near the Letters ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ which reprefent the 
Borders of the Pelvis, they ferve to form the Ca- 
_vity of it; and near the Letter f (where another — 

of the Internal Lateral Bones is reprefented, which 
_is nothing elfe but the Lateral Point defcending 

to the Os /ium) form the inward Part of the Pelvis. 
-cece The hinder and upper part of the Margin 
_of the Pelvis, next the Os Sacrum, 

dddd The Bonescalled Offa Pubis, whofe Upper- 
part forms the Borders of the Cavity of the Pel- 
wis on the Fore- fide. , 

e¢e Thebending of the Os Sacrum hanging forwards, 

. forming the Hinder-part of the Margin or Bor- 
_ ders of the Cavity of the Pelvis. 

f The defcending Point, or inward Side of the 
defcending Portion of the Left Os /ium, as 
abovementioned. | 

g The Cavities or Acetabula of the Hip-Bones, 
in which the Heads of the Thigh-Bones are mo- 


ved. 
aaeeehhbh TheFertebre of the Os Sacrum ap- 
pearing as fuch commonly making one Bone with 
their Holes and their Connections, 
bbb The Point of the Os Sacrum, ‘called Os Coc- 
cygis confifting of three of the leaft of: the Verze- 
bre, fattened together by Ligaments, .asthe Ver- 
tebre of the Loins. a ee 
ji Two defcending Portions of the Offa Lia. 
k 1. Thedefcending Part of the Os Pudis. 
k.2. The defcending Part of the Seat of the Hip- 
Bone. | , 
—k3. The Place where the Os Pubis and the Seat 
_ or Hip-Bone grow together, VV. 8. The Points . 
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the Os Pubis, 1 call Offa Sedentaria or Seat Bones; 
becaufe we fit upon them. 

ii The Holes of the Of@ Pubis or Seat Bones: 
For on both Sides, the Seat or Hip-Bone, and 
the Os Pubis joined together, form thefe Holes. 

mm "The Cavity of the Pelvis, 


A farther Explanation of thefe Bones. 


All the Bones of the Pe/vis being named and de- 
{cribed, it is further to be obferved, 

1. That thefe Bones are not exaétly of the fame 
Form in all Men, norinall Women, but differboth 
in Form and Size, according to the different Ha- 
bits of the Body. 

Nor do we always find the largeft Peivis in Wo- 
men of the largeft Size, but fometimes the contra- 
Ty. Infome the Pe/visis deeper, in fome broader, 
in fome larger, in fome flatter, in fome rounder, in 
fome it is more oval, for which no Reafoncan be 
given ; ye from thence we take an Occafion of 
propofing the following different Obfervations ab- 
folutely neceflary and ufeful for the Information of 
Midwives. 

2. Thefe Bones are not of the fame Subftance in 
all Men ; for in fome you will find a great many 
Nervous and Cartilaginous Ligaments, which pe-~ 
netrate into the folid Subftance of the Bones, in 
which the Ligaments are fo faft bound together, 
that it is hard to diftinguifh, whether they are al- 
ways one or more Bones; whence hereafter it will 
appear, that for this Reafon one Woman is more 


eafily delivered than another; for the Bones in one 


are firm and immoveable, and refift Relaxation alto- 
gether, in another they give way and yield to the 
Force of the Infant as it paffes. 

3. Thefe Bones are fitted and grow together with 
one another, being tied faft with Ligaments, and 
thus whil{t they are not yet hardened into Bones, 

C 3 - they 
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they may beextended and relaxed by force, and dif- 
joined from one anothers wherefore their Opinion 
is not to be reje€ted, who teftify, that they have 
feen the Offa Pubis agreat way diftant from one 
another, after frequent Labours; though I think 
that feldom happens, nor is there any Occafion for 
{uch a Separation, fince it would be of little Service, 
nor would it afford any Advantage. 

The greateft Opening and Enlargement of the 
Pelvis, to make Way for the Fetus is not to be-ex- 
pected from the Separation of the Offa Pubis, but 
from the yielding or giving Way of the Os Sacrum, 
either Total, or towards the Point, or the Os Coc- 
cygis. The ftraightnefs of the Upper-part of the 
Pelvis, does not fo much occafion a difficult Birth, 
as the fmall Space betwixt the Seat Bones and the 
Os Coccygis ; nay neither of thefe can be a great hin- 
drance.to the Paflage of the Fetus, but moft com- 
monly theill Pofition of the Fetus orthe Womb, or 
both hinder the Birth ; therefore it matters not 
~ much, whether the Of@ Pudis are feparated or not. 

All the Bones which are tied together with Li- 
gaments, may be disjointed and moved out of their 
natural Place, and in fome Cafes, [have very much 
relaxed them, Ihave feen Boys, whofe Thigh- 
Bones were inferted in the Hip-Bones 5 yetin 
walking, one Bone, would be thruft forwards two 
Fingers breadth, fo that they would be as lame on 
the other Side, as if the Thigh was out of Joint; 
yet nothing but the Ligaments of the Hip-Bone, 
called Os fliumwas relaxed, by which means every 
Step the Foot was thruft up and down, yetit could 
not be moved up and down by one Hand only with- 
out the Motion of the Body. 

And I have found in a Boy, the Thigh-Bone 
united. with the Hip-Bone by a Callous, fo that it 
grew firm and immoveable in the 4cetabulum or 
Socket of the Hip-Bone; but by a great deal of 
Agitation, the Ligaments of the Hip-Bone, by 

% | | which. 
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which it adhered to the Os Sacrum and Os Pubis, 
were loofened, fo that he could bend himfelf fo far 
‘as to fit upon a Stool, and touch his Feet with his 
Hands; for the Hip-Bone was moved almoft after 
the fame manner as the Shoulder-Blade, which grew 
together with the Shoulder-Bone by aCallous, by 
which means fuch Arms have a manifold variety of 
Motion, becaufe the Scapulaalways moves with the 
Arm, which I have obferved, by very good Atten- 
tion ; but fuch Motions are not fo ready and com- 
modious as others. : 

I have had fome Patients, whofe Vertebre of the 
Back were fo placed one upon another, that they 
_ were lame of all their lower Limbs, their Fect 
wanting their voluntary Motions, yet they were gra- 
dually reftored to the Motion again: As for the 
Vertebre 1 reftored them into their proper Places, 
fo that they could ftand and walk again, yet not 
with the fame Strength as before, becaufe the Ar- 
ticulations of the Vertebre were never altogether 
fo recovered, but that they were in fome meafure 
difabled. | 

A great many walk lame on one Side or other, or 
both, their Loins being bent, and their Knees turn- 
ed inwards, their Feet turnedon one Side, and their 
Toes contracted inwards ; the Caufe of this ill Con- 
{titution is the Contragtion of the Nerves, drawing 
the Upper-part of the Hip-Bone towards the Fore- 

part; whence the Hip-Bone and Thigh-Bone re- 
_ ceive one another, not ina ftraight but an oblique 
Pofture ; they commonly, though by miitake, fay 
thofe Men were hurt by bending their Bodies back- 
wards fuddenly and violently ; others think their 
Hips are out of Joint, underftanding ‘the Con- 
junction of the Hip and Thigh-Bones ; butitis a 
Miftake, proceeding from too flight and carelefs an 
Obfervation, there being no other Caufe, but the 
above-mentioned for it, 
C4 By 
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By which Examples it moft plainly appears, that . 
the Ligaments may be ftretched, and the Bones 
confequently, more or lefs disjoined from one ano- 
ther: As for the Ligaments they are foft, anda 
great deal of Force lies againft them; but whether 
the like happens in Child-bearing, we fhall not here 
difpute, becaufe it will be proper when we fpeak of 
the Caufes of difficult Births. aeons NE 


The Explanation of Figure Xt. 


aaaaa Are five Vertebre of the Loins, compo- 
fing Part of the Back-Bone, 

bbbbb Vertebre appearing as fuch, making the 
Os Sacrum, 

¢ce The Os Coceygis confifting of three Bones, 

which grow together by Ligaments, which makes 
‘this Bone capable of being bent. 

ad The Right Os Llum. 

e The Right Os Padis. 

f The Side of the fame Os Pubis cut off, which by 
the help of a Ligament paffing betwixt was 
joined with the Left, in which Place being cut 
off, the Ditch like Cavities and Perforations ap-= 
pear in which Bones the Ligament was faftened. 
The Seat-Bone. 

1 The Os Coxendicis, or Hip-Bone, or the defcending 
Point of the Hip-Bone, which below the Letter 
g, helps to make the Seat-Bone, fo that fg / to- 
gether, compofe the Seat-Bone; that above the 
Letter f is called the defcending Part of the Os 
Pubis, and the Letter 2 Hip-Bone, which in In- 
fants is three diftin€&t Bones; for the Os Pxbis is 
extended from the Letters f e to # where in In- 
fants it is feparated from the Os Jliumand the Os 
Coxendicis or Hip-Bone, and from the Letter f goes 

downwards towards the Letter g where it is faiten- 
ed by a Cartilaginous Ligament to the Hip-bone, ~ 
which Cartilaginous Ligament at the laft termi- 
Re eS nates 
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nates inaBoneand grows hard; in thefame man- 
ner a Cartilaginous Ligament adhering to the Hip- 
bone at the Letter » in procefs of Time grows 
hard, and turnsintoa Bone along with the Hip- 
bone; and thefethree Bones, viz. The Os Pubis, 

Os Coxendicis, and Os Iliam (the Letter m in In- 
fants being fingly different, and growing together 
by Ligaments) joined together, form that Cavity 
or Acetabulum in which the Head of the Thigh- 
bone is turned, which is obferved and marked in 
the firft Figure, Letter g. 

472% ‘The Line denoting the Belly. 

& The Place reprefenting the Navel. 

/ The Part of the Os Sacrum which over-hangs 
crooked, 

m The Space betwixt the Os Pudis and the Point 
of the Os Sacrum called Os Coccygis. 

_ # The Place, where in Infants, thofe three Bones, viz. 

— thellium, Pubis, and Coxendicis, or Hip-bonearedi-- - 

ftinguifhed,and grow to one another by Ligaments. 


A further Explanation of thefe Bones. 


For a twofold Reafon, wethought fit to repre- 
fent thefe Bones to the view of Midwives, Side- 
ways. Firft, That by this means the bending of the 
Os Sacrum might be exactly fhewn; for it was im- 
poflible to fhew that bending in the firft Figure, in 
which the Cavity of the Pe/vis, and its outward 
Parts are plainly feen; foin this the inward Parts, 
and chiefly the bending of the Os Sacrum, are more 
conveniently reprefented, For the Os Sacrum, and 
the Back-bone are not carried down in a dire& 
Line, but the Back-bone firft is bent a little to- 
wards the Fore-part in the Lower, and the firft 
Vertebre of the Os Sacrum; and then it is fuddenly 
bent backwards, fo that. in fome Bodies it almoft 
forms an Angle; and this moft commonly happens, 
if at any time two or three of the upper Vertebre 
have both a fhort and crooked bending, which of- 
| a ees Re ten 
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ten happens. But.as the Os Sacrum in the upper 
Part, is bent backwards, or outwards, fo on the 
contrary the lower Part from the Letter 27 to mm, 
is bent forward or inwards, the Point of it being 
extended towards the lower Part of the Os Pubis, 
where with the Bones of the Hip, and the Seat- 
bones, it forms a ftraight Paflage, in whofe Inter- 
val, the Womb, the Neck of the Womb, the Gut 
called Reétum, and the Neck of the Bladder are 
laced. 

Another Reafon of propofing this Figure was; 
that in the beginning I might free Midwives from 
an erroneous Opinion which they are commonly, 
led into, becaufe they do not accurately underftand 
the Situation of thefe Bones; for they commonly 
perfuade themfelves, that the Womb and its Neck 
are feated according to the length of the Body, and 
therefore when they handle a Woman, they pafs 
their Fingers ftraight according to the Length of a 
Woman, and by this means hurt the bending of 
the Os Sacrum, viz. that Part which is bent back- 
wards with the Gut called Reffum ; therefore their 
Fingers not finding Paflage, and the Mouth of the 
Womb not being found, they arefurprized ; but 
that erroneous Opinion will foon vanifh, as foon 
as inftead of that we forma true Conception of the 
Cavity of the Pelvis, and underftand the true Pofi- 
tion of the Womb. 

The Cavity of the Pelvis does not tend in its 
Length according to the Length of the Back-bone, 
but rifing from the Bottom obliquely, it afcends 
forwards, and fo proceeds, as if through it you | 
would touch the Navel; wherefore thofe that feek 
— the Mouth of the Womb muft not thruft their Fin- 
gers {trait towards the bending of the Os Sacrum, 
but moving them upwards from the Bottom, as if 
through the Private Parts they would touch the 
Wavel with their Hands. And that this may more 
evidently appear, place this fecond Figure before 

| your 
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your Eyes, looking at it Side-ways, and you will 
fee the Os Pudis trom the Fore-part and on thecon- 
trary, the Cavity of the Os Sacrum then pafs your 
Fingers through the Offa Padis (the Place of the. 
_ Private Parts) according to the Length of the Bo- 
dy, and you will fee, that your Fingers will pafs 
again{t the bending of the Os Sacrum; but when 
_ your Hand is turned inward, your Fingers tending 
towards the Navel, you will foon meet with the 
Orifice of the Womb atthe firft, which evidently 
lies in the Way. 
Perhaps fome Practitioners may flight this Ob- 
fervation, thinking it of little Ufe to Midwives; 
but knowing how much Confufion I was in, inthe 
beginning of my Practice, for want of fo necefla- 
ry an Obfervation, I was willing to remove fuch 
an Error, or at leaft to give a Caution, that others 
might avoid it; for from what follows in this Book 
it will appear, if we {peak of Women in Labour, 
how beneficial this Obfervation will be. 
If it beasked, how large the Pelvis of awoman 
is ? I anfwer, that it varies, as the Fetus which 
_ paffes through it varies in Bulk, and exaétly an- 
fwers the Bignefs of the Head of the Infant, 
which fometimes will not pafs through without 
Violence. 


CHA PE Vi. 
| Of the Womb. 
a) Aim Theory of the Pelvis and its Bones be- 


ing already laid down as far as is neceflary 

for Midwives, we fhall next treat of the Womb, 

_ that 1s, the Genital Parts proper to Women, in which 

the Semen Virile isreceived and kept, till the Em- 

$ryo is formedand ripened, A Woman prone a 
om 
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Womb cannot breed Children, though fome have 
erroneoufly thought fo, thinking that after the 
Womb was cut off, that fome have had Iffue; but 
thofe who took the Neck for the Womb made the 
Miftake; for from feveral Examples it appears, that 
when the Neck of the Womb hangs very much 
down, and hath contraéted Corruption, it ought 
to be cut off; yet notwithftanding thofe Women, 
when the Cure: hath been performed, have bore 
Children: but never any Woman who had loft the 
Uterus ever bore Children. : 

But that we may propofe the Matter more di- 
ftinét and clearly, we will confider the Womb, et- 
ther by itfelf or jointly with the Vagina or Sheath — 
before or after Impregnation. Before Impregnation 
in Women that are not withChild, and Virgins, 
the Womb is of a thick and folid Subftance, com- 
pofed of aninnumerable Multitude of Fibrous Vef-— 
fels, viz. Veins, Arteries, Nervesand Lymphatick 
Veffels, mufculous Parts being interpofed, which 
all being {kilfully interwoven, mixed and formed to- 
gether, make that wonderful Body. Itis not un- 
defervedly I call it a wonderful Body, for in all 
times both Wife and Learned Men, contemplating 
the Wonders of Nature, looked upon this as a won- 
derful Miracle. : : 

The Womb confidered by itfelf is not unlike 
fome kind of Pares in Shape, but below and above 
the Bladder, and the Gut called Reéfum preffed 
flatter together, where it is {mooth and even, but 
on both Sides lefs even, as the following Figure 
‘fheweth. | | : 


The Explanation of Figure Il. 


a The Bottom of the Womb. 

b The Mouth of the Womb. 

¢¢ The Sheath or Vagina of the Womb laid open, 
that the Orifice of the Wamb and its Inequali- 
ties may appear. ddda 


MipwiFery Improvd.. 29 


d@ddd The Ligaments of the Womb, with fome 
_ part of the Membranes. | 
ee The Tubes of the Womb, or the Horns with 
_ their Membranes behind which the Tefticles lie 
hid. : 
I have taken care to reprefent this Figure to the 
_ Life, about the Natural Bignefs, that I might fur- 
nifh Midwives with a lively Conception of the 
Matter, that they might better underftand, what 
4s hereafter faid of it, and that the difference may 
appear between a Womb impregnated, and one that 
is not; for in the following-Fourth Figure we fhall 
fhew the Uverus of one impregnated. But I think 
it convenient to add here in this Place, that the 
Internal Cavity of the Womb is very little, nay fo 
fmall, fo that if you diffec&t the Womb before any 
diftenfion hath been made, the Cavity appears no 
bigger than a Chink, the upper Part being placed 
upon the Lower without an Interval, fo thatit can 
{carce be apprehended, how the Seed can penetrate 
it, unlefs it can be inlarged in the time of Coition, 
with Paffion and Delight, which they are then moft 
fenfible of, which perhaps may promote Concep- 
tion, as afterwards Pains promote the Birth. 

It is not my Intent in this Place, to difcourfe of 
Conception, and the manner of it; whence, and 
how the Beginning and Increafe of a Fetus is pro- 
duced, how it is nourifhed, and of a great many 
other Things which are not neceflary for a Mid- 
wife to know. | 

Wherefore in this Place I fhall not difcourfe of 
_the Tubes of the Womb, nor ofthe Women’s Te- 
fticles, €fc. But fhall only fay a Word or two 
of the Ligaments, the chief Ufe of which is, 1. To 
hold the Womb when it is not impregnated ftrair, 
and fometimes alfo in the time of Impregnation. 
2. After Birth with the Affiftance of Contraétion 
to reftore it into its former Place, and its natural 
Poiture; for the Extenfion and Relaxation of the 

| r _ Liga. 
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Ligaments and Membranes, by which the Womb 
is fattened, may occafion its falling down, and its 
oblique Pofition, of which more largely hereafter. 
~ "Phe Body of the Womb is not placed fo loofe, 
and at Liberty inthe Body, as it is here reprefent- 
ed, but is fixed in the upper Part to the Bladder, 
and below to the Juteftinum Rettum or the Gut called 
Reéium; oneach Side it is fixed to Membranes and 
Ligaments, placed not near the Bottom, but near 
its Orifice, which Orifice is on every Side fixedto 
the Neck, as this third Figure fhews. 


[EE hy Be lc. 
Of the Neck of the Womb. 


“PE 1HE Womb being formed after fuch a mari* 
ner, and in fuch a Place, as it pleafed the 

moft wife Creator, it was alfo neceffary to prepare 
a Paflage for the Man’s Genital Parts to it. And 
in like manner, when the Womb was impregnated 
and the Fetus perfected, a Paflage was requifite 
through which it might pafs intothe World. This 
Paflage from the External private Parts to the 
Womb and back again,is commonly called the Neck 
ofthe Wombor Vagina Uteri. But tho’ it matters not 
what Names are given to things, if we can but un- 
_ derftand what they fignify; yet thofe are chiefly to 
be chofen, which are moft agreeable to the Thing, 
and leaft confound our Conceptions and the Senfe 
we have of ‘Things, when we exprefs them. And 
although the Name Vagina does not feem fuffici- 
ently clear to me, to denote that Paflage or Way 
from the Womb to the outward private Parts, or 
backwards, and I ufe no other, only to avoid No- 
velty, yet I prefer the Name Vagina to the other 
calling it the Neck, becaufe Authors often ufing it, 
CaN 
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can fcarce diftinguith the Vagina or Sheath of the 
Womb from the Womb itfelf; and therefore it is 
requifite to diftinguifh the Orifice of both by the 
Name of Internal and External Orifice, underftand- 
ing by the Internal Orifice of the Womb, the Ori- 
fice of the Womb itfelf; but by the External, the 
private External Parts or the entrance of the Vagina 
or Sheath of the Womb, which often confounds the 
Reader, which Confufion that we may avoid, we 
would here have it to be noted; that whereas the 
Womb itfelf hath but-one Orifice, Entrance, or 
Opening, fo we never mean any other Orifice, as 
often as we {peak of the Orifice of the Womb, ‘nor 
do we ever confider the Womb otherwife,. unlefs 
(as it really is) a Body by itfelf, though it be join- 
ed to other Parts. Butif we difcourfe of the Vagi-: 
ua or Sheath of the Womb, we never comprehend: 
the Womb along with it; and by this Method, E 
believe we fhall be fubjeé to no: Confifions : | 

This Vagina or Sheathof the Womb is full of 
Wrinkles, and thick fet with many Folds, asiappears 
‘by the Third Figure. It is-eafily extended length. 
or-breadth Ways, which was very requifite, that in 
the Time of Birth it might give way to the Infant ; 
but afterwards it can contract itfelf again; and it 
was requifite it fhould be capable of extending it 
felf in Length, that whena Woman is with Child, it 
might become longer 5, for the: Womb often at that 
time afcending higher into. the Belly, the Vagina 
muft needs be extended in Length. 

Alfo the Vagina of the Womb is{mooth and. flip- 
pery, and commonly moiftened witha tough gluti- 
nous Matter, that it may more readily give Way 
to the Paflage ofthe Fetus. And as the Softnefs of 
the Vagina, and its extenfive Power is an Advantage 
to Women with Child, fo,on the contrary, it makes 
them fubje& to fome Difeafes which feize them in © 
Child-Bed ; as the falling down of the Vagina, or of 
the Womb itfelf, which happens to a great many 

mag Women 
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Women who have a large Pelvis, thofe whofe Ori- 
fice of the Womb is callous; and who are fubjec 
to yawning, and make ufe of an unskilfuk Midwife; 
the Reafon of which we. fhall more clearly explain 
in its Place. . | | 

-'The Womib arid its Sheath are elofely united one 
with another, as appears by the Third Figure, and 
the Womb, where it ends ina Point, near its Ori~ 
fice, intrudes itfelf into the Vagina, or terminating 
in a Point hangs down; fo that inWomen whoare 
not impregnated, or in the firft Months of being 
with Child, the fharp Point may be perceived by 
the Touch: Butin the Birth; the Orifice, as well 
as the Womb, is fo extended, that the Womb and 
its Sheath feem to be like one continued Bottle, and 
no difference can be perceived betwixt the Orifice of 
the Womb and the Vagina, only the Vagina is thin+ 
ner and fofter, butthe Mouth of the Womb is cal- 
lous, and not fo acuminated as to be perceived by the 
Touch. By this change of Matters, if thereis oc- 
cafion, it iseafieto guefs whether the Time of Birth 
is at hand, or not fo near. One may gues, I fay, 
but the certain Time cannot be determined by it. 


Gig) Ge soe anh © 


Where and how the Womb is feated ina Wo- 
| man’s Body. 


T is not fufficient, that Midwives fhould know 
I the Form ofthe Womb, and its Sheath or Vagina, 
but it is requifitealfo, they fhould underftand, how, 
and in what Place the Womb and the Vagina are 
feated; as alfo to what Parts, and how they are ti- 
ed, that they may affift Women in Labour fafely, . 
and without Fear, without Danger of Hurt, or 
committing a Fault. 


The — 
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_. The Womb and the Vagina veneatii, adhere to 
the Gut, called the Reéfum; above, to the Bladder 
orthe Neck ofit. The Vagina of the Womb atits 
Entrance (to wit the outward Privy-Parts) quite up 
to the Womb .all the Length of it, and quiteround 
on the lower Side adheres to the Gut Rettum, anda- 
bove to the Neck of the Bladder; but the Womb 
itfelf; only on the lower Part, that is, towards the 
Entrance or Orifice, and a little above, is tied to 
the Gut Reéfum, and the Bladder; nor can itbe fee 
parated without force. | 

Therefore becaufe the Womb is only tied in the 
lower Part to the Gut Reétum, and the Bladder, its 
Extenfion and Dilatationare not hindred, but it may 
be enlarged as there is Occafion. And fince the Blad- 
der and the Gut Reéfum are both foft and loofe 
Parts, the Womb is freér ‘to afcend atid defcend 
as there is occafion. 

The Womb is feated in’ the upper Part of the 
Cavity of the Pelvis; not without the wife Dire@ti- 
on of the Omnipotent God, who hath built all his 
Works wifely, according’ to certain Dimenfions 
that Situation affords an Opportunity to the Mem- 
brum Virile of thtowing the Seed (the expulfive 
Faculty being firft excited in the agina) even in- 
to the Bottom of the Womb; which could not eafi- 
ly be done, ifthe Womb had been feated in the fore- 
part, except it had been formed otherwile. 

That Situation alfo affords the Womb liberty 
of Extenfion, that as the Fetas gradually grows, it 
might every Day, as Neceflity requites, be dilated, 
which could not be done fo commodioufly, if the 
Wont had been feated iri the lower-part of the Pei- 
vis, for moft commonly the Cavity of the Pelvis is 
lefs, than would be fufficient to contain the Fetus at 
jts utmoft growth. : | 

But if the Womb had been placed in the upper- 
patt of the Body, prt mutt have ens fo 

e* 
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becaule at fucha diftance, the Man’s Seed could not 
have been thrown into the bottom ofthe W omb. And 
though Women might have conceived, yet from a 
. Place at fo great a diftance, a great many more 

hard Labours would haveenfued, than according to 
the prefent Method; nay, it would be impoffible 
for many Women to bring a Child into the World, 
nor could they haveany Help; but the adored Wif- 
dom of God hath found a Remedy for this Inconve- 
niency, by fituating the Womb in the moft conve- 
nient place. 


a a err naene meme mn meniias 


CHAP. VIL 
Of the Womb of thofe that are with Child. 


HE Womb of Women with Child, differs 
much from the Womb of thofe that are not 
with Child ; for,asmuch asthe Fetus withthe After- 
Birth, and the Humours in which it fwims, grows 
and increafes, fo much the Womb mutft needs be 
extended in Proportion; and fince the Womb is very 
much tied to the lower Parts, there it can be lets 
extended and dilated ; therefore that Diftenfion and 
Dilatation is made moft in the upper Part, which 
is thickeft, moft free and apteft to be extended as 
Neceffity requires. pie 
The Womb is moft extended in the upper Part 
of it, viz. the Bottom, as it is ufually called, 
whence it muft needs follow, that the fame, now 
and then, afcends higher, and is placed in the 
Cavity of the Belly, but that does not always 
happen, nor in all Women after the fame manner. 
But before we fhew the place of the Womb in 
Women with Child, there is onc Difficulty to be re- 
moved, in refpeét of the different Opinions of fome 
Authors concerning the thicknefs of the Womb in 3” 
I i Woman 


os 
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Woman with Child; for, fome think, that as the 
. Womb growslarger, fo it grows thicker; otherson 
the contrary think, that as it is more extended, fo 
it grows the thinner ; fince then this is a confider- 
able difference, itis requifite we fhould make an En- 
quiry about it, and difcover the Truth, that Mid- 
wives may be admonifhed of the Error; and this 
Matter, in my Opinion, requires a peculiar Chapter; 
but firit we fhall take a view of the Form of the 
Womb of one with Child; and when it is extended, 
though not to the greateft Degree. 3 


An explanation of Figure IVs 


aa The Body of the Womb. | 

6 The Orifice or Entrance of the Womb. 

e¢ The Tubes of the Womb. 

dd The Ligaments of the Womb. | 
ee ‘The Vagina or Sheath ofthe Womb cut fhort. 


CHAP. Vil. 
Of the thicknefs of the Womb in Women with 
| Child. 


. § Divine Wifdom eminently fhines in the For- 

~ & mation of Man; fo it hath pleafed him; that 

Women, aboyea great many other Creatures, fhould 

be furnifhed with {ucha Womb, which as Occafion 

_ fequires, might be dilated and extended, yet retains 

the fame thicknefs it ufually had, whilft the In- 

fant is {mall and helplefs, and that, rotwithftand- 

ing its bignef$ and thicknefs, which it hath in the 

time of Birth, it might, in a few Days or Hours, 
contract itfelf into its former fize and firmness. 

Concerning this Matter, Mr. Mauricean, in his 

Book concerning the Difeafes of Women with Child, 

| Dz | {aySy 
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fays, Page 13. We have informed almoft all the fae 
‘mous Anatomifts, anda great mafly other Authors, 
that the Womb, (a Miracle in Nature to be admired 
before all others) increafes in thicknefs, as much as 
it is dilated from the firft Conception even to the 
Birth. But he thinking otherwife, further adds, 
that he wonder’d, Deulaureus, Riolanus, and Bar- 
tholinus, excelfent Anatomitts, fhould know no bet- 
ter than to receive fuch an Error. 

He having altogether rejected the Opinion of the 
Antients, thinking to affert the contrary, runs fo 
much into the other Extreme, that he thinks, that 
the Womb after Conception, the more it is extend- 
ed, the thinner it grows like the Bladder, which if 
empty, is thick enough, but the more it 1s extended 
with Urine, the thinner it grows ; and that in like 
manner, the Womb grows as thin in the laft Months 
before the Birth, asthe Bladder does when full and 
extended, and is only a little thicker inthe bottom, 
where the After-Birth adheres. 

To favour this Opinion by the Authority of fome 
Phyficians, he fubjoins the Opinion of Galen and 
others, which left they fhould not be fufficient 
againft fo many Witneffes of the contrary Opinion, 
he makes rational Demonftration his Refuge, fup-. 
pofing a Globe of Wax likethe Womb, withouta 
Fetus, fhould be extended to the Size or Bignefs of 
the Womb ofa Woman with Child ready for Birth, 
whence according to his Opinion, he would make 
jt evident, how thin the Womb of a Woman ready 
for Birth fhould be. é 

But he endeavours to confirm his Opinion by the 
aiftinét Senfe of Women with Child, by which they 
perceive the Fetus, fo that they can almoft diftin- 
guith what Parts they move or ftir. 

Lattly, wanting Experience which may be depend- 
ed upon, having looked into the Wombs of Crea-_ 
tures which are big with Young, he mentions the 
Wombs of Animal Creatures, for Example, of Sheep, 


faying, 
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faying, Their Wombs are very thin when they bring 
forth their Young; and fo he thinks he hath\plain- 
ly demonftrated, that his Conjecture isnot without 
Foundation. 

Though I take not much Delight in Controverfy, 
yet briefly {viewing this Author’s Reafons, I fhall 
deliver my Opinion of this Matter, as far as it may 
feem neceflary, to find out and defend the Truth; 
and I am the more obliged to do it, becaufe the 
Confideration of this Matter isnot merely {pecula- 
tive and unufeful, but rather neceflary Knowledge 
nearly concerned in the Office of a Midwite, if ar. 
any time the Infant offering itfelf in a wrong Po- 
fture, is artificially to be turned in the Womb, or 
extracted, or the After-Birth adhering to the Womb 
is to be taken away, or if any other difficult Cafe’ 

happens, | 
- Inthe firft Place, as altogether inconvenient, we 
reject the Comparifon of the Womb of other Crea- 
tures with that of Women, which bya certain Pres 
rogative above all other Creatures, are formed after 
the Image of God, and furnifhed witha Womb ve- 
ry much different. Therefore ifthe Truth is to be 
found our, it muft be done by hooking into the 
Womb of a Woman juft before, or prefently after 
Birth; but fince the Author wants that Opportue 
nity, his Argument is of no Force. 

Nor is the Authority of Galen, or fome of his 
Followers (in my Opinion) fufficient to overthrow 
the Opinions of fo many excellent Anatomifts and 
other Authors, or to prove the contrary, which 
this Author weakly offers. For where we appeal 
to Authority, the greateft Number will be of the 
contrary Opinion, which being granted, Mr, Mau- 
riceau is againft himfelf, having confeffed, that the 
Number of thofe who affert the thicknefs of the 
W ombare innumerable, when on the contrary, but 
a few befides him will be of the contrary Opinion, | 
Who knows not that the moft Votes carry it, till 
Set ine : D3. Reafon 
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Reafon and Experience demonftrate the Matter, 
that the feweft are moft agreeable to Truth? When 
Opinions are diametrically oppofite, Reafon and 
Experience are to be confulted, but it is {carce cre- 
dible, that Mr. Mauriceau was experienced in this 
matter; for he would have produced Examples, or 
would have produced his own Experience, to con- 
firm what he had thought. But omitting this, he 
flies to the Wombs of Sheep, drawing Conglufions 
from thence with refpect to the Wombs of Women, 
contrary to all Reafon, which we think not requi- 
fiteto mention in this Place. But if he had looked 
into the Womb of a Cow, he would have found it 
very different from that of a Sheep, if it be true, 
_ which I have lately been told, by one who faid he 
was confirmed in it by certain and ftri€t Obfervation, 
‘That the thicknefs of thofe W ombsare little different, 
whether large or {mall. And firft, by obferving the 
Womb of a Woman as accurately as that of a 
* Sheep, the Author might have convinced himfelf of - 
his Miftake, and not have accufed fo many excel- 
lent Anatomifts of an Error in their Opinion, up- 
on no better Foundation than his own Conjecture, 
as he confeffes. © | ; 

Mr. Maariceau cannot deny, that a great many 
Authors muft have fpoke the Truth, when they 
witne{s, that they have obferved the Womb ofthe 
~ fame thicknefs in Women with Child juft before, 
or prefently after the Birth; this truly he allows 
might happen in fome, but he will not allow a ge- 
neral Argument to be drawn from thefe Particulars, 
becaufe, fays he, in the Words of 4riffotle, that 
which is natural, often happens. This therefore is 
his Opinion of it, that in fome Cafes it may hap- 
pers that the Wombs of Women with Child may 
pe found of the ufual thicknefs, but that is neither 
natural nor common: But upon what Foundation 
he builds this Opinion, I do not underftand, fince 
it depends not upon his own Experience; for if a 
eh PAA POEM J a aia hi oe a LT 2 ha 
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had that, he would have publithed it, and not have 
made his Refuge to the Wombs of Sheep; and 
what is worthy Obfervation is, that the Author 
was along while in that Opinion, though he want- 
ed evident Demonttration, as well as the Opportu- 
nity of difcovering fuch a Womb, as he imagined 
in hisFancy. Who then is to be credited? Whe- 
ther are we to believe, a vaft number of famous Ana- 
tomifts, and other Authors of the fame Opinion, 
who have feen with their Eyes, and felt with their 
Hands, or are we togive Credit to Mr. Mauri- 
ceau’s Conjectures? It eems more reafonable to me, 
to aflent. toa Multitude, fince Experience is on their 
Side, and the Womb is fo formed, as fo many have 
found it, and that fo much the more fince My. Maue 
viceau hath no Experience to the contrary. 

But Mr. Mauriceaw endeavours to confirm his 
Opinion, by the diftiné&t Senfe of Women with 
Child, by which they almoft perceive, what Parts 
are moved and extended, which he thinks impoffi- 
ble, if the Womb was as thick as is commonly 
thought. But I take this particular Senfe of the 
W ombs of Women with Child, to be without Foun= 
dation; though the Author calls it diftinct ; for it is 
well known, that it is only fuppofed, fince neither 
thofe with Child, nor otherscan diftinétly tell, that 
this or that part of the Body is moved by the Infant, 
which they might almoft know, I cwn; but this 
does not contradi& the thicknefs of the. whole 
Womb, efpecially if the Womb were feated imme- 
diately next the Belly, without the Intervention Oke 
the Inteftines; for though the Womb was altoge- 
ther thick, yet it hath not fo much Solidity, as 
when little; therefore its fpongy thicknefs, and 
{mooth foftnefs, may admit of fuch a confufed and 
conjectural Senfe; but from thence we cannot de= 
duce an Argument for the thinnefs of the Womb, 
fuch as this Author conceives, . 
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Laftly, our Author wanting evident and fenfiblé 
Arguments, thinks to demonttrate the Matter by 
Reafon, extending a Mafs of Wax of the bignels 
ofthe Womb of one not with Child, to the bignefs of 
one that is; whence you may eafily guefs, of what 
thicknefs it might then be. To which I an- 
{wer, that I grant, ‘that the Womb would be very 
thin, and thinner than the Bladder extended with U- 
rine, if it was not rendered thin after a different 
manner from a Mals of Wax; but firft we are to 
confider, whether’ Reafon and Experience evince 
and prove, whether the natural and gradual Exten- 
fion of the Womb be made after the fame manner 
with a.Ball GG aViakie clits ai ccs 4? One bas oe 

Reafon teaches us, that there is a great deal of 
difference betwixt an animate and inanimate Body, 
the firft increafing or decreafing with abundance, of 
the want of good Nourifhment, or the extraordina- 
ry afdux of. Humours; but the latter always re- 
miain the fame; therefore there is not the fame 
Parity of Reafon inboth, ~- °°’ TC | ated 

“Since therefore Reafon and Experience teach us, 
that living’ Members are extended and’ grow larger 
by degrees, and naturally,’ and not by force, and 
that by a repeated Addition ‘of Nourifhment, and 
a more. plentiful affux of Humours, they grow 
heavier and increafe without a diminution of thick- 
nefs (which happens not in Things that are dead 
and inanimate) there is no fimilitude in the Things — 
mentioned, and the Author’s Argument is deftroyed. 

For we fee, that all the flefhy and membranous 
Parts of a Body, by Obftruétions, or a Stagnation 
of the Humours, may grow larger and be very much 
extended, efpecially if we confider thofe Parts with 
refpect to the whole; but efpecially when they were 
thinner, and more folid before, fuch Accidents render 
them more'{pongy and foft,except the Obftru@ion be 
too great, which is prefently followed by Putrefa- | 
ction. Since then this happens in all the {ofter Parts 
eG b of 


Mipwirery Improv'd. 4 


ef the Body, why fhould we deny it to happen in 
the Womb? It being proper and natural for that 
Part to grow gradually larger, and to be extended 
by an additional Increafe. 

~ IT have cut off feveral large flefhy Ruptures, 
fome of which were larger than the Head of an In- 
fant, yet the Scrotum which was about them, was 
of the fame thicknefs of that in a Man in Health, 
which is ten times lefs. After the Operation it 
grew lefs, forfome Days; at firft, it grew thicker, 
and afterwards grew thinner again; but in four or 
five Weeks time when the Patient was well, it re- 
covered its natural Bignefs and Thicknefs. Mr. 
Mauriceau, or his Followers may try this, and thea 
take a Globe of Wax, and there will appear a 
yatt difference betwixt the extenfion or diminution 
of this animate Body, and the latter inanimate Body. 
~ Sometimes I have feen an Inteftinal Rupture of 
a large Size, all the Inteftines falling out of the 
Belly into ‘the Scrotum, which was as big as the 
whole Belly. This Man could let all his Inteftines 
fall down out of his Belly, and reduce them again 
lying down on his Back; but when he ftood up or 
walked, they hung down betwixt his Legs, and 
which is to our Purpofe, his Scrotum, notwithftand- 
ing it was fo large, retained very near its natu- 
tal thicknefs, to Senfeand Feeling appearing whole 
and found ; which fince it happens fo in this Cafe, 
there is the fame Reafon why it may be fo in the 
Womb. If it were neceflary, I could produce a 

great many of the like Obfervations. 
~» But why fhould Efpend Time in proving the Pof- 
 fibility of fuch an Extenfion, which I have found 
in other Parts, both found and unfound, fince evi- 
dent and palpable Proofs are not wanting of the 
Womb itfelf? Behold then my own Experience, 
which is agreeable to agreat many, though contra- 
ry to Mr. Mauriceau’s Conjecture. I have often 
feen, when I have been at the Diflection of ee 
i ea 
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dead Body of a pregnant Woman, the Wombalto- 
gether thick, notwithftanding its bignefs, and this 
I have always obferved, and never otherwife; fo 
that let the Womb be never fo big or little, it was 
always found of the fame thicknefs, tho’ fometimes 
more, and fometimes lefs, according tothe diffe- 
rence.of the'Accidents.. Whatthen fhall I fay, thus 
taught by Experience? Shall I think that my Eyes 
or my Hands deceived me ? Shall I not truft 
more to my’ Senfes, than to the Conjecture of this 

Author ? 
_ But fome perhaps, with him, may fay, itis not to 
be denied, but tharit is poflible, yet is extraordinary 
and not natural; becaufe that commonly happens 
moft; whichis natural, according to Ariftotle. If 
therefore Truth may be meafur’d by 4ri/forle’s Rule, 
T fhould:argue after this manner ; whatever com- 
monly, or for the moft part happens, that is-natu- 
yal; but I never found the: Womb fo thin, as Mr. 
Mauriceau conceives it to be, but.on the contrary 
always thick, and have perceived it very thick both 
with: my Hands and Eyes ; therefore what I have 
for the moft part and always found fo, [conclude 
to be natural, and think ought to be efteemed as na- 
tural, tili I thall be convinced of the contrary by 
Experience. Por: 
Since this is true, as will appear more plainly 
from the following Chapter, and which ] could 
prove if there was Occafion, by more Argunients, 
certainly we owe Divine Goodnefs the greateft 
Thanks, that. he hath had fo much regard to this 
Part, that'a double Advantage fhould happen to us 
thence. Firft, that the Womb by this thicknefs in 
the time of being with Child fhould became ftronger, 
than if it fhould encreafe in thinnefs, according as it 
is extended; for the Fetus would eafily break its 
Prifon-too foon, and ‘perforate the Womb with 
its Hand or Foot, which would be moral to 
: 3 oth - 
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both the Mother and Fetus; Examples of which 
Kind fometimes happen. , 

Secondly, If the Womb was really of that thin- 
nefs, as the Author conceits, the Hands of Mid- 
wives would be fubjeé&t to more Difficulties and 
Dangers; for who could fo freely turn the Fetus in 
the Womb, as is ufual, clofe fhut up, and clofely 
compreffed in thofe thin Membranes, without ex- 
quifite Pain, two or three Days after the efflux of the 
Waters, if fo thinas Mr Mauriceau conceives it to 
be ? Would any Body that was not ftupid offer to 
pull away and feparate the After-birth from the 
Womb without a great deal of Horror ? Or what 
Woman without the greateft danger could bear it? 
Therefore it is of great Moment for the Perfon in 
Labour, as well as the Midwife, to know the Thick- 
nels and Strength of the Womb, left their Hearts 
fhould eafily fail them. | 

Before I leave this Subject, that all Doubt may 
be removed, we muft yet add, that I was not con- 
tent, to fearch the Truth of this in dead Bodies 
with Child. Bat that I might with accurate Attenti- 
on enquire into it in living Bodies, one Hand bein 
pafled into the Womb to pull out the After-birth, 
and the other being putupon the Belly, that I might 
the better diftinguith the Truth by fenfe itfelf, I 
can truly fay, that I always perceived the whole 
thicknefs of the Womb; nay I havefometimes per- 
ceived fo much thicknefs and rigidity, that I could 
fcarce believe, but that fome Mifchief had leppen- - 
ed to the Perfon, when at the fametime they were 
in the fame Health as ufual, and I only remember 

the Womb thininone Body. . 

Fromall which I firmly conclude, thatthe Womb, 
tho’ of a different bignefs, from the firft Conception 
tothetime of Birth, wasalwaysof the fame thick- 
_nefs, andthat [think tobenatural, till further Ex- 

perience fhall invite me to embrace the contrary 
Pritam atin’ ban sen itt S300) a0 v 4 
Saas CHAP, 
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Of a Womb Impregnated, both a little before, 
and prefently after Birth, and the manner 
of Extenfion as well as Contraction, where 
thefetwo fundamentalP ropofitions are prov'd, 
viz. 1. Lhe Faculty of Extenfion without 
Extenuation or growing thinner. 2. The 
Faculty of the Womb's changing tts place va- 


rioufly. 


Ecaufe in the Beginning I referred the Reader 
B of Midwifery to this Chapter, in which I 
plainly demonftrate the various Local Motions of 4 
the Womb Impregnated, according tomy Ability I 
will perform my Promife, difcourfing in this Place, 
of the Womb 6f Women with Child before and af- 
ter Birth ; and alfo of the manner, as well of the 
Extenfion asof the Contraétion afterwards, 

But fince no Body denies the Womb’s Faculty of 
Extenfion, even to its greateft bignefs, nor its Con- 
traction to its former fize and fmallnefs, there is no oc= 
cafion to prove them ; it is rather our Defign, to con- 
fider the manner of that Extenfion and Contraction. 

Though in the former Chapter I have argued 
againft the Opinion of Mr. Mauriceau concerning 
the thicknefs of the Womb, viz. That it moft com- 
monly continues to be the fame, iet the Womb 
be never fo much extended ; yet in this place it 
feems not unufeful, to add a certain Argument, 

~ which alone is fufficient to remove all Doubt, which 
* will appear, if weaccurately confider the manner of 
the Extenfion or Dilatation of the Womb, and of the 
Contraétion or Diminution of the fame. To which 
End there isno need {crupuloufly to enquire, how 
and in what Place the Male and Female, Seed are 
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joined together, how the Fetus is thence formed, 
or by the Mediation of the After-birth, itis nou- 
tifhed and daily.encreafes ; whether that is per- 
formed by this or that Humour, by thefe or thofe 
Veffels; what are the different Opinions of this 
Matter; thefe Things are not our Defign to treat 
of, which are rather confounded than illuftrated. - 
We, as far as we can, laying afideall Controverfies, 
and following clofely the Truth, fhall thence de- 
duce the neceflary Confequences of thofe Pofiti- 
ons, viz. Thatthe Womb may beextended, with 
out being extenuated, and then that the Womb may 
alter its Place varioutfly. 

We fuppofe then, as is moft known, That the. 
Fetus conceived in the Womb, and joined to the 
bottom of it by the After-birth, is daily encreafed 
by its Nourifhment, when the Fetus daily begins 
to feparate Humours or Waters in the After-birth, 
and to encreafe along with the Fetus; whence it 
neceflary follows asa Truth allowed, _ 

Firft, That the Womb mutt needs be entended, 
made larger, and dilated by the increafe of the Se- 
cundines, the Humours and the Fetus ; and becaufe 
the Increafe of the Humours in the Secundines or 
After-birth fill up all the empty Space, which the 
Body of the Embryo cannot poffefs, as not altogether 
rcundoroval; thence it follows, Secondly, That 
the Womb extends irfelf round or oval, unlefs 
other Parts about it hinder it, as we commonly 
fee it oval, or of the Form of a Pear, being a 
little plainer at both Ends; but becaufe the Secun- 
dines only adhere to the bottom of the Womb 
by its thicker Part, or the Placenta, and increafes 
there more than any where elfe; thence it follows, 
Thirdly, That the Womb increafes more in its bot- 
tom, than any other Part beneath. 

That the Secundine, with the Placenta, adheres 
to the bottom of the Womb, I fuppofe no Body 
will deny; but perhaps fome may afk, why ! is 

. : je 
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ject the Experience of fome Midwives, who wit- 
nefs, that they have found the Secundines fometimes 
faft to the Side of the Womb not far from the Ori- 
fice, and have extracted it fromthence. To which 
I anfwer, that I approve not of thofe Midwives 
Teftimony,becaufe thofe W omen, not obferving that 
the Womb may fometimes be an oblique Pofture, 
likewife have not obferved, whether the bottom of 
the Womb inclines towards the fore-parts or the 
back- part of the Body, and therefore could not well 
tell, in what place or manner the Secundines ad- 
heres to it. : : 
Nor is it feldom that I find the Secundines fome- 
times in the hinder-part near the Loins, fometimes 
near the Diaphragma or Midriff, now inthe fore- 
part of the Belly hanging forwards, fometimes. or 
the Right, fometimes on the Left Side; but I would 
by no means from thence conclude, that the Secun- 
dines adhere to the Side ‘of the Womb, or near its 
Orifice; this belongs to thofe fort of Men, which 
like blind Mill-horfes always go in the fame Path, 
ignorant in what Place they turn. I remember fome 
Years ago, whilft I lived at Wicuwerti in Frifia, I 
was with a Woman in Labour of her farft Child, 
who continued for above four Days; the Infant’s 
Arm being taken off uptothe Shoulder, having 
afterwards turned the Child, I drew it out, and 
prefently after, according to my Cuftom, putting 
up my Hand, I felt.for the After-birth, which I found: 
on‘ the right Side a little upwards, fothat I could 
not feparate it without a great deal of Trouble; 
not that it grew fo faft, but my Arm being fo much 
bent towards the Side, it'was very hard to do any 


thing; for when I tried to put my Arm under the 


Secundines, it was fo clofely preffed towards the 
internal Edge of the Os Liium, that I could {carce 
do any thing for Pain; but at laft I performed my 
Work, the Secundines being drawn out whole and 

| | ‘with 
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without Damage. Now to eafe myfelf of the 
Pain, and fo difficult a Work, it was requifite for 
me to enquire into the Caufe, that I might be cer- 
tain, whether the After-birth grew on the Side of 
the Womb or not, and finceat that time, I was not 
certain of the various local Motion of the Womb, 
I thought it requifite to fatisfy myfelf inthis Mat- 
ter having fo good an Opportunity. 

Wheretore have drawn out the After-birth, and 
paffed my Hand again into the Womb, upon Enqui- 
ry, [found the Situation of the Womba little more 
accurately by Senfe, putting my Hand fometime 
downwards, towards the Right Side, there being 
no room for it on the Left or upwards, but pro- 
- ceeding where there was room, and where I paf- 
fed it before, viz. into the bottom of the Womb, 
in thefame Place, from whence the Secundines were 
feparated, having turned my Hand every way, I 
dittinétly perceived, thatthe bottom of the Womb 
was moved further towards the Right Side, but 
its Orifice was turned towards the Inward and 
Left Part of the Cavity of the Pelvis, by which 
the oblique Situation of the Womb was fo far con- 
firmed to me, that I could not doubt of it any longer; 
efpecially fince to confirm me in my Opinion, I 
have neglected no Opportunity. 

From thefe anda great many more Examples, 
I conclude, fome Midwives have thought that the 
Secundines or After-birth was fometimes fixed to 
‘this, and fometimes to that Side of the Womb, and 
have been often miftaken for want of accurate Ob- 
fervation. But without making any longer Delay, 
we will examine, whether Experience confirms 
our Hypothefis, or whether any thing may be 
found fit to ftrengthen it in the Womb when ex- 
tended; to which End we {hall more exaétly con- 

fider the Fourth Figure, 


Ir 
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It was out firft Affertion, that the Womb might 
be extended and grow larger without growing much 
thinner, or that its thicknefs was fometimes encrea= 
fed, and fometimes remained the fame; which is 
proved by the Fourth Figure compared with the 
Third, both being reprefented to the Life. From 
the Third it appears, that the Ligaments inan im- 
pregnated Womb, are faftened to it under the 
‘Tubes near the bottom; by which the Womb ha- 
ving a Ligament on each Side; being held in the 
middle, is hindered from falling on each Side. If 
therefore the Womb was equally extended on every 
Side, it would follow, that its Ligaments in the 
Fourth Figure are proportionably as near to the 
bottom as in the Third; on the contrary it appears; 
that the Ligaments in the extended Womb are 
much lower; from whence we conclude, that the 
Womb is more extended in the bottom than in 
other Parts. Except Iam miftaken in Calculation, 
I dare affert, that a Womb of a common fize juft 
before the Birth, isextended a fixth or eighth, nay, 
a fixteenth or twentieth Part more than the reft of 
the Subftance of it. 

Here it is to be noted, that this Fourth Figure, 
according to the Proportion of Extenfion it is re- 
prefented in, reprefents about a third Part of the 
bignefs of an ordinary Womb jutt before the Birth. 
Befides, it is to be noted, that the more the Wombis 
extended, fo much more the bottom is diftant from 
the Ligaments in Length and Bignefs. 

If therefore the bottom of the Womb, asthe Fi- 
gure expreffes, be twice as long above the Liga- 
ments, as below the Ligaments, down to the Vagina ; 
and on the contrary, if the Womb before Impreg- 
nation, is twice as large below the Ligament, 
as above, it follows, that the Womb, is four 
‘times as much extended in the bottom as be 
low the Ligaments. Iftherefore the whole Womb’ 
in proportion to its Extenfion; becomes twice or 

three 
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three times as big, it follows, that the bottom be- 
ing proportionably enlarged, is eight or ten times 
as much extended above the Ligaments, as it is 
below. 

Suppofing then, that the Womb before Impreg- 
nation, is only a little thicker in the bottom than 
inany other Part, as it is always found; fuppofing 
then alfo, the bottom of the Womb ten times as 
much extended as in any other Part, it would fol- 
low, upon Mr. Mauriceau’s Calculation, that the 
bottom muft be twelve times thinner than the low- 
er Part 3, For he thinks, that there is a Parity of 
Reafon ithe Womb and a Ball of Wax, which 
the more it isextended, growsthe thinner. 

Now confult ail experienced Anatomifts, and 
ask Mr. Mauriceau, whether the Womb be thicker 
in the bottom or in any other Part, and they will 
all affirm, that it is always thickeft in the bottom, 
which the Part itfelf witneffes in a natural Womb 
a little before, and {oon after the Birth. 

Since therefore it is true, and without difpute, 
that the bottom of the Womb is at leaft twelve 
times as much extended as any other Part; yet 
notwithftanding, it is always as thick, is it not 
without Controverfy, that the bottom of the Womb, 
when extended, is little or not at all the thinner; 
nor fo much extenuated as it is extended? And 
therefore Mr. Mauriceau’s Conjecture of the thin- 
nefs of the Womb is without Foundation, and con- 
trary to approved Experience. | 

The Reafon, why the Womb is fo much more ex- 
tended inthe bottom, than inthe lower Part; as I 
have before faid, is for theadherence of the After- 
birth; forthe bottom of the Womb is fo framed, 
that the Placenta might be commodioufly united 
with the bottom, and might be extended and en- 
larged along with it. | 

But that I may leave the Reader without all 
Doubt, and remove an ee that may — 
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I thall further.add, that though the Womb, when 
extended, hath the fame thicknefs, yet it 1s not 
equally folid; for the Veflels of which the Womb 
is compofed, are fo fubtile, and clofely interwoven 
together, that it can {carce be comprehended, how 
fuch a {mall and folid Body can be extended to fo 
great a bignefs, as it is in Women with Child. | 

Thofe fine Veffels, which feem to be only mi- 
nute Fibres whofe Cavities and the Humours are 
too fmall to be feen with the Eyes; when a Wo- 
man is with Child, being gradually enlarged, are 
both extended and nourifhed, and are fo filled and 
dilated with the Humour they contain, that the 
thicknefs is little or not at all diminifhed; but becaufe 
that Humour is neither Flefh nor a Membrane, 
therefore the Womb thus extended is not fo folid and 
hard, as a Womb before Impregnation ; and this 
is all the Difference which can be obferved. 

But fome perhaps may doubt, whether it be true, 
that the Womb is fo extended, as the Fourth Figure 
reprefents; perhaps after the Example ofa great ma- 
ny Authors, they think I impofe the Imagimations 
of my own Brain for Truth; and may ask, how it 
may be known, that the Womb is fo formed? To 
this I anfwer the candid Reader, that I hate to 
write more than I know, and can demonfirate; there- 
fore this Fourth Figure is neither an Invention of 
my Brain, nor received from others, but graved to the 
Life, by my Order, neither adding or diminifhing 
any thing; but the Graver hath freely imitated the 
- natural Proportion of the Womb, exprefled in the 
Fourth Figure; but as for the Third Figure, if it 
be compared with the moitexact Draught of other 
Anatomifts, it will appear, that this of mine, as to 
the Subftance, is not at all different. 

By this Method, I think itis fufficiently demon — 
ftrated, that the Womb may be extended without 
being made thinner, and that that extenfive Power 
chiefly refides in the bottom; I fhall therefore pals 
. a on 


b) 
Mipwirery Lluprovd. Si 
on to the Second Thefis, or Propofition, viz. That 
the Womb may be differently moved out of its 
Place ; which Affertion, I doubt not, may be pro- 
ved by as good Arguments, by the propofed Fourth 
Figure. . 
Itappears from the Third Figure, that the Li- 
_gaments in a Womb not impregnated, are fixed to 
it above, near the bottom; whence one would ea- 
fily conclude, that fuch a Body, adhering below, 
near its Orifice, to the Neck of the Bladder, and 
the Gut Rectum, and fixed above, near its Bottom 
with Ligaments, its Bottom could {carce be moved, 
or flide one way or the other; but notwithftanding 
this, it is to be noted, that though it be fo order- 
ed, yet the Womb impregnated, in the Fourth Fi- 
gure, is differently propofed from the Third; where it 
is plain, that both Ligaments, which in the Third 
Figure, being fixed near the bottom, might hold 
the Womb in its due Aquilibrium, the third Part 
of the Time of going with Child being patt, 
are not fixed to the bottom, but a great deal be- 
low; nay, thatthe Womb abovethe Ligaments is 
two or three times bigger and heavier: Upon which 
we may affert, that the whole Womb being two or 
three times more extended and dilated, becomes 
eight or twelve times bigger and heavier above the 
Ligaments than below, as we have before thewn i 
for the Extenfion and Dilation of the Womb is Ine 
finitely greater in the bottom than any other Parr, 
But it is to be noted, thatas the Womb grows 
bigger, it moft commonly rifes higher, and by rea- 
fon of the greatne(s of its Body, extended on every 
Side, can be no longer contained in the narrow 
Compafs of the Pelvis. 
Next we are to obferve, That the Womb being 
commonly of the Form of a Pear or Oval, is 


larger, and much bigger above, than below the Li- 
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Farther it is to be noted, That that Bulk only 
fuftained at the lower-part, and only tied on both 
Sides with fubtile Ligaments, apt to extend, it 
may eafily be inclined and moved this or that way 
by its own Weight. 

Tothis we may add, That the Bladder, and the 
Gut ReGum, to which the Womb is tied in the 
lower Side near its Orifice, being loofe, foft and 
extenfive Parts, cannot hinder a large Womb from 
inclining or leaning afide, efpecially containing a 
Fetus fit for Birth. | wis 

Laftly, it is to be noted, That Women with 
Child move their Bodies varioufly, and bend them- 
felves every way, accuftomed or forced with Pain, 
to hold their Bodies in this or that Pofture, as alfo 
to lie fometimes in one, and fometimes in another 
Pofture, which may eafily give the Womb a Ten- 
dency this or that way, fliding forwards or back- 
wards, to the right, or towards the left. 

Thefe Things being laid down, let us fee, whe- 
ther it would be difficult to conceive, how the 
W ombs of Women with Child may be moved difte- 
rent Ways? Truly itfeems to me, upon thefe Con- 
fiderations, that there is fo little ground of doubt+ — 
ing of itr, that I fhould rather think it ought to be 
afirmed, that allowing the Womb of one Woman 
with Child to be born right above the Pelvis, ten 
may be found otherwife, whofe W ombsare more or 
lefs obliquely fituated this or that way; this Calcu- 
lation being made,thcy furelycan {carce miftake, what 
the Midwife upon Occafion will learn byExperience. — 

But before we leave this Subject, we are to ad- 
vertife, that if any one (who doubts whether the 
Womb be varioufly moveable) fhould think, that 
_ the Womb is held in a ftrait Pofture by thefe two 

Ligaments, believing they cannot be relaxed, he 
may confider, that whenthe Womb rifes higher in- 
to the Pelvis, thofe Ligaments muft needs be relaxed, _ 
and moreover be fo extended,.as that the Womb im 

fall — 


\ 
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fall down out of the Body, which fometimes happens, 
But fuppofing thofe Ligaments to be not at all, or 
but a little relaxed, who could comprehend, how 
the fame, being only fixed on each Side, fhould 
hinder it from fliding back or forwards? no Body, 
Ithink, would believe that, or perfuade any Body 
elfe fo; butthis Truth being afferted, which plain- 
ly appears to'any one who hath a true Notion of 
the Situation ofan impregnated Womb, what we 
affert is alfo fo’ far proved. | 

It being vee: thatthe Womb may flide back- 
wards or terwards, who can deny, but that one of 
the Ligaments being relaxed in fome Meafure, it 
may be fo tar extended, that the Womb fliding | 
forwards, may incline a little towards the right or 
left? He that allows it may be done towards the 
right, cannot deny but that it may likewife, to- 
wards the left, and thus will eafily agree with us; 
forthough, inmy Judgment, the Ligaments cannot 
hinder the falling of the Womb towards either Side ; 
yet influenced by other Reafons, I can fcarce be 


~ perfuaded, that the Womb can fall altogether, and 


._ downwards. 


directly to one Side or the other; I never having 
found it fo, but always inclining a little upwards or 

Thus I think I have fo plainly and clearly explain’d 
the Difpofition of the Womb, to be moved many 
Ways out of its Place, that the candid Reader 
may be fatisfied of the Truth of it. We fhall 
add fomething in the next place of the Contraétion 


of the Womb after Birth.’ 


The Womb is very eafily inclined to contra&; for 
as foon as it is a little emptied, it foon contraéts 
and leflens; when the Waters flow out, the 
Womb decreafes, and is fo ftritly contracted, that 
it Clofely compreffes the Infant; therefore it is ne- 
ceflary the Infant fhould be brought forth prefently 
after the Waters flow out, except a difficult Birth 
is to be expected. | ABMS 
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If the After-birth does not prefently follow the 
Birth, but ftick to the Bottom of the Womb, it 
is prefently contracted, clofing up the After-birth 
in it, abd if fome clotted Blood remains not be- 
hind, in a few Hours it is difficult to open it 
again to draw out the After-birth. | 

When the Child is born, and the After-birth 
parted with, if you hold your Handa while in the 
Womb, which I fhall hereafter prove to be the 
Duty of a Midwife, you will find it contraéted and 
clofed up about your Hand; whence it appears, 
that the Womb is apt to contra& and grow lefs, 
and never remains extended, except fome foreign 
Body hinders its Contraction. | 
~ The Manner of its Contraction is the fame as 
of its Extenfion, only the. one is done by Degrees, 
and the other quickly. Sometimes! have openeda 
W oman dead in Child-bed, as I remember, the eighth 
or ninth Day after Delivery, and have wondered to 
find the Womb (0 little, anc near its natural State, as 
if fhe had not been newly delivered. But to pro- 
ceed, let usconfider the Womb well or ill placed in 
Women with Child. 


“Od © Re AAS alae 


Of the Womb's being well placed in Big-belly'a 
- Women, or Women near Child-bearing. 


Efore we fpeak of the oblique or ill Situation 
of the Womb, it will be convenient to fhew 
the Pofition of the Womb well placed ig Women 
with Child, which we have already mentioned in 
the Third Chapter, after the Second Figure, where 
we have reprefented the true Image of the Bones, 
which form the Pe/vis, to which we refer the Rea- 
der, adding the further Explanation of it a this | 
ACE : 
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Place: Becaufe, the greater the Fwtus is, which is 
carried in the Womb, the higher it rifes in the 
Belly; for fince the Cavity of the Pelvis is not fuf- 
ficient to contain a large Womb, being filled with 
one or more Fetus’s, full grown in every Part, to- 
gether with the After-birth and Humours; it muft 
needs follow, that it muft afcend into the Ca- 
vity of the Belly, above the Borders of the Pel- 
vis, and then it retains the fame Pofture, or other~ 
wife, as it did a little before, or after Impregnati- 
on; if it retains the former Pofture, that I call a 
right and well fituated Womb, and then its pointed 
Parts tend in a right Line into the Pelvis, but its 
bottom is placed about the Navel; and when its 
Pofture is changed, being inclined a little this way 
or that, 1 call an oblique or ill fituated Pofition, 
of which in the following. 


CHAP. XL 


Of the Womb of Women with Child, or in 
Child-bed obliquely and ill fituated. 


INCE the Womb impregnated, as we have 
fhewn in the Fourth Figure, in the greater and 
heavieft Part of it, is free and loofe, it may eafily 
flide this way or that, in Women efpecially, whofe 
Pelvis is {mall for the Womb cannot rett a long 
time upon the accuminated or pointed Part, but 
will incline one way or the other, becaufe the Li- 
gaments being apt to extend, are eafily relaxed, 
whence the oblique Situation of the Womb pro- 
ceeds. 
Alfo an Exulceration, or a Cicatrix, or a Gland 
hardened, or an Obftruction of the Veffels in ei- 
ther of the Ligaments, or intheneighbouring Parts, 
may givean Occafionto the Womb, in the beginning 
E 4 of 
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of its Extenfion, to incline obliquely, more on one 
fide than the other ; befides, there may be a great 
many other Caufes of this Accident. 

But left we fhould fpend too much time in 
fearching into the Caufes of this ill Situation, it 
may be sufficient here to fay, thatthe ill Situations, 
or Pofitions of the Womb may be manifold; to. 
number all which would be-too tedious; neverthe- 
lefs, that we may fay what is requifite of them, we 
will take ‘notice of a four-fold Difference of the 
Womb’s ill Pofition, under which the reft may 
eafily be comprehended, | 

The firft ill Pofition of the Womb is, ifthe bot- 
tom of it is prefled too near the Diapbragma, or 
Midriff, and the Body of it too near the Back- 
_ Bone; for by that means, the Orifice ofthe Womb 
is forced too near the Os Pudis before, being fuf- 
pended, or hung too high, and the Infants ftriking 
their Heads upon the Ofa Pubis, eafily remain im- 
moveable ; or which is worfe, they flide with their 
Head upon thofe Bones, and are eafily turned on 
~ one Side, or the other, or backwards; fotheir Arm 
or Hand pafling out of the Body, they lie athwart 
the Paflage, by no meansto be ferced out without 
an affifting Hand, which occafionsthe Death of the 
Mother, or Infant, or both, unlefs they are faved . 
by the help of a very skilful Midwife. 

The Second ill Pofition of the Womb, is, if 
in Women, who have large Bellies, it hangs too 
much forwards, the Orifice being turned to- 
wards the Os Sacrum, {o that the Infant proceeding 
to Birth, is carried down with the Head into the 
Cavity, or crookednefs of the Os Coccygis, where it 
oftcn fticks immoveable, as if it were locked, 
nor is ic relieved without a skilful Midwife. | 

The Third ill Pofition of the Womb, is, If the 
bottom of it is feated in the left Side, a lit- 
tle elevated or deprefled, the Orifice being turn- 
cd towards the Spine of the right Os Zliaum, or Os 

“2 oe Pubisy 
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Pubis, again{t which the Infants are wont to thruft 
their Heads, and often ftick there too long, the 
Brain being broken; or leaping paft the faid Spine 
towards the right, they lie athwart the Pe/vis, from 
whence they cannot be moved without the Affift- 
ance of a skilful Man or Woman. 

The Fourth ill Pofition of the Womb, is, When 
the Bottom of it is feated in the right Side, the 
Orifice being turned towards the left Part of 
the Pelvis, jutt oppofite to the other Pofition, from 
whence the fame Inconveniencies may happenas in 
the former. ; 

From this Four-fold ill Situation of the Womb, 
the reft may eafily be gathered, viz. Ifthe Bottom - 
of the Womb be more or lefs forwards or back- 
wards, or turn to the right, or the left, rendering 
the Birth thereby more or lefs difficult, as that ill Po- 
{ture differs more or lefs from the natural Pofition. 

Tam fufficiently aware, before-hand, thata great 
many will think this Opinion not worthy to be be- 
lieved; and that others will fcornfully rejeé& it as 
falfe, and new ; but I fhall the lefs fear thofe, fince 
I certainly know, and openly profefs the Truth 
of it: Foras to my own Part, I am equally as cer- 
tain of the ill Situation of the Womb, as I am cer- 
tain, that two Units, added to two, make four, or 
three, added to three, make fix. Varied Experi- 
ence hath removed all Doubt from me, nor fhall I 
abftain upon this Foundation, to proceed to the 
Information of thofe that prattife Midwifery, inge- 
nuoufly acknowledging, that whoever areignorant 
of the ill Pofitions of the Womb, are equally blind 
inthe Art of Midwifery, as he who faw Men walk- 
ing like Trees. And that will appear from the fol- 
lowing Sheets, where we fhall fee this Truth appa- 
rent through the whole, where the Art of Mid- 
wifery isto be learnt or put in Practice. 


CHAP. 
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Cr A 
Of the Secundine or After- birth. 


Aving faid thus much of the Pelvis, and the 
Womb, and its various local Motions, it is 
convenient we fhould fay fomething of the Secun- 
dine, which it is neceflary Praétitioners in Mid- 
wifery fhould be inftru@ed in. I will not infift 
on thofe different Names, derived from its diffe- 
rent Ufes, which are afcribed to it, both 1n re- 
fpeét of the Woman with Child, and the Infant, 
according to the Opinion of different Anato- 
mifts: I fhall only infift om one Name, given 
to the Secundine, whofe Exclufion or bringing 
away, moft commonly follows the Birth of the In- 
fant; I fay, moft commonly, for that happens not 
always; in fome bad Cafes, the Secundine may 
be pulled away from the Womb, and its firft Cake, 
or the firft Placenta, may come forth, or be parted 
with in the Birth; butthisfeldom happens, and that 
commonly then is the Caufe of the Death of the 
Infant, efpecially, if an expert Midwife, or one 
skilful in Midwifery, docs not bring feafonable 

Help. 7 
if I took Delight in the Bignefs of the Book, 
1 fhould be fufficiently fupplied with Matter in 
this Place, to enlarge it with various Obfervati- 
ons of the Secundine, and its Ufe; more fit for cu- 
rious Contemplation, than the true Inftruction of 
* thofe that practife Midwifery ; I was always averfe 
to be a learned Plagiary, which, alas! is grown fo 
much a Cuftom, that the Books of moft are on- 
ly Tranfcriptions, profefling without Shame, that 
a Book is made only by the Change of Words, by 
which they would fignify, that nothing is wanting, 
but only the change of other Mens Words, to {fell 
them 
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them for their own, if any one covets to be the 
Author of aBook. Therefore, only fimply propo- | 
fing whiat is neceflary, I fhall chiefly lay down 
their two-fold Ufes, by which the Secundine is 
ferviceable both tothe Mother and Infant; which 
Ufle is truly fo proper to the Secundine, that it 
may be perceived even by the Compofition of 
1C. 

The Secundine therefore, confifts of a thick, 
certain carnous Mafs, or the Womb Cake, or Pla- 
centa Uterina, with a certain thin Membrane an- 
nexed; and this Secundine, with its carnous P/a- 
centa joined with it, adheres to the bottom of the 
Womb. | 

And though the thicker Parts of the Secundine 
is called the flefhy Cake, or Placenta Uterina, yet I 
donot mean, properly, fuch Flefh, asthat of the 
Mutcles, fince thefe are nothing elfe but the Contex~ 
tureof Veffels, and Humours; butby that carnous 
Cake, I would mean fomething like Flefh, though 
never fo gentle and foft, whofe Veffels are very 
brittle, and apt to pour out the Humours they 
contain. 

This Placenta Uterina, or Womb-cake (is not ill 
compared with a Cake, becaufe it is not unlike a 
thick, and round, yet nota very large Cake, fryed 
in a Pan) moftcommonlya Finger thick, yet it is 
thicker in the Middle, than at the Edges, and fo 
fattened to the bottom of the Womb, by its Vef- 
fels, that it cannot be puiled away without break- 
ing thofe Veffels, andthe Effufion of the Humours, 


_ whence aF lux of Blood always followsthe pulling 


away of the Secundine, partly our of the Secun- 
‘dine, but chiefly out of thofe that rife out of the 

Acetabulaof the Womb, orGlandsfocalled. 
This Placenta is very rough, and unequal in that 
Part which grows to the Womb, thick fet with 
Veflels broke afunder, which if you look into, when 
open, it feems to be compofed of Fragments ang ts 
ars 
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Particles, which are tied together with a great 
Number of Veffels. , 

As this Placenta, or Cake, is rough and unequal 
on the outfide, fo on the contrary, on the in- 
fide it is fmooth and foft;° befides which, a 
great many Veflels ftand out, or make a Protube- 
rance, all which end in the Navel String, or um- 
bilical Veffels, which at one end are inferted al- 
moft into the Middle of the Placenta, andthe other 
end adheres to the Navel of the Infant. ‘This Na- 
vel-ftring, in the time of Impregnation, fervestocon- - 
vey the Blood and Nutritious Jucies into the Fe- — 
tus, and to return thence, what is fuperfluous thro’ 
the Secundine into the Womb, and thus contri- 
butes to the Nourifhment and the Prefervation of 
the Life of the Infant; the Humours in which the 
Infant {wims are encreafed along with it, and by 
this means the Secundines are extended along with 
the Womb. | 

That internal Smoothnefs of the Secundines pro- 
ceeds from the Membranes, with which the After- 
birth is inwardly furnifhed, which are further ex- 
tended into a round Body, compofing a Cavity, 
much like another Womb, in which, both the In- 
fant, and the Humours are contained. 

This Membrane, though very thin, according 
to the common Opinion, is double, and may be 
divided into two or (as fome would have it) three 
Membranes, if the Divifion is accurately made. 
But becaufe it little concerns the Practicers of Mid- — 
wifery, whether this Membrane may be divided 
into two or three, we will omit that, only obfer- 
ving, Firft, ‘That this Membrane is firm enough 
to contain the Infant and Humours in the time of 
Impregnation, though no where elfein the Womb, 
but only fixed to the Placenta, it being on every 
Side free and loofe. | . 

But though this is afferted, yet I cannot under- 
ftand, that this Membrane, of itfelf, being thin- 

| ner 
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her than the Bladder, is firm enough to contain the 
Infant and Humours, if it was not ftrengthened by 
the Womb enclofing it; for though it ison every 
Side free, and no where fixed tothe Womb, but by 
the Mediation of the Secundines ,yet it is on every 
Side fo clofely joined tothe infide of the Womb, 
that it is as much fupported by the Strength of the 
Womb as by its own; for as a Silk put under 
a fine Piece of Cloth is ftrengthened by the Cloth, 
that it is not eafily divided, fo that thin Membrane 
enclofed by the Womb isnot eafily broke. 

Secondly, Andas this Membrane ought to have 
that firmnefs, to contain the Infant, and Humours, 
in the time of being with Child, foit is requifite, 
that it fhould be thin andaptto break, that in the 
time of Birch, it. may be torn afunder by the im- 
pulfe occafioned by the Pangs, and give free Paflage 
for the delivery of the Infant, and the difcharge of 
the Humours; therefore weneed not wonder at its 
thinnefs. , 

There is moftcommonly one, fometimes two or 
three Secundines, if three Infants are contained in 
the Womb at once ; and on the contrary, fome- 
times two or three Infants are contained inone Se- 
cundine to appearance; but if it be more exaétly 
looked into, that which feems one Placenta, iscom- 
pofed and made up of two or three; yet every In- 
fant hath its proper Membranes and Navel-ftring, 
and fo every one hath its diftin& Placenta, fometimes 
fo diftin&t, that they may be drawn out feparate- 
ly ; and moft commonly each hath its proper Hu- 
mours. 

We fhould now treat of the External Secret Parts 
_ ofa Woman, called the Pudendum Muliebre, or Pri- 
 vities, in which the Way is made to the Vagina or 
Sheath of the Womb, but that is fufficiently known 
to all Women, and fufficient Knowledge of them may 
elfewhere be learned by thofe Men who practife Mid- 
wifery; therefore there is no need to expofe et 

arts 
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Parts here, whofe Figures rather ferve to excite 
impure Thoughts, and give occafion to obfcene 
Difcourfe, more than neceflary Inftructions, there- 
fore for Modefty fake we fhallpafs them by here. 


The Explanation of Figure Ve 
Figure V. No. I. Shewsa fingle Secundine, which 


contains one Infant. 

A Aa The Placenta, or the thick flefhy Part, which 
adhered to the Womb, covered with its Mem- 
branes. 

BBB The thin Membranes contra&ed and dou- 
bled, which are placed towards the Orifice of the 
Womb. / 

ccc The Navel-ftring, cut off from the Infant, 
the other end {preading a great many Branches 
of Veins and Arteries through the Placenta, at — 
the Letter d. 


N?®. U1. Shews a double Secundine, which contains 
Twins. 

aaaa The Placenta, or thick. flefhy Part, which 
was faftened to the bottom of the Womb, viz. 
inthe lower Part which is out of Sight. 

b& A {mall Part of the thin Membrane contracted, 
with the middle Membrane, by which the Secun- 
dine was divided, and the Infant feparated, that 
each might {wim in its proper Humours. 

ceccce The fame Membrane, contraéted from the 
Borders or the extreme Parts. 

dddd The Navel-{trings cut off, whofe Roots 

-wereinferted inthe Placenta. 


CHA P, 
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What is the handling of Women with Child, 
7 and how to be perform d. 


T isrequifite that a Woman, thatisto take up- 
| on her the Practice of Midwifery, fhould be well _ 
inftruéted in the Knowledge ofthe handling of 
Women with Child, or whatis called the touching 
of them; but fince totouch or handle is an impro- 
per Word, nor does it clearly explain what Mid- 
wives mean by it, we fhall explain what is under- 
{tood by it. 

__ Tohandlea Woman with Child, or whom fhe 
thinks to be fo, is nothing elfe than to pafs the 
two Fcre-fingers of either Hand through the pri- 
vate Parts into the Vagina, or Sheath of the Womb, 
being firft foftened, or anointed with Fat, Butter, 
or Oil; andto touchthe dmphideus, or the Mouth, 
or Entrance of the Womb, to try its Form, hand- 
_ ling, or feeling it oneach Side, that by this means 
they may know, what otherwife cannot certainly 


_ be known. 


Once again, I admonith the Reader, that I ne- 
ver ufe ¢which moft Authors are wont to do) the 
W ord Internal or External Orifice, becaufe I have 
faid, that there is but one Orifice or Entrance of 
the Womb, which I would have faid once for all, 
_ toavoid Confufion, whenever I {peak of the Womb, 

and to underftand by the fame, that Pear-like tha- 
ped Body, in which the Seed is received, and the 
Infant, preferved till the Birth, reprefented in the 
third Figure, in which the Orifice of the Womb, 
or its Entrance is fignify’d by the Letter 4; and 
what other Authors called the outward Orifice of 
the Womb, underftanding by that, the Orifice es 

. the 
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the Vagina, or Sheath of the Womb, that I call 
the Orifice or Entrance of the Vagina or Privitiess 
by which means no Body can be deceived by that 
double Orifice. 


CG HAP) ay: 


What is to be known by the Touch, or. by 
Handling. 


Omen are to be touched or handled, efpecially, 
that the following Things may be certain- 
Jy known, viz. that it may be known, 


t. Whether a°Woman be really with Child or no. - 

z. Whether the time of Birth be near, or whether 
it be long before the time. pe 20 a | 

3. Whether the Woman with Child be taken with 
true Child-bed Pains or not. | 

4. Whether the Woman being feized with the Pains, 
the Birth will be eafy or difficult. _ 

s. Whether the Infants are well feated or not. 

6. How the Woman in Labour, or the Infant, are 
to be helped, and what is to be done to that ~ 
end. 

7. Whether at any extraordinary Time, the Birth of 
the Woman in Labour is to be promoted. 


All thefe Things cannot truly and certainly be — 
known without the Touch; therefore that young 
Midwives may be better inftruéted in thefe Things, — 
we fhall confider them feparately, in the Seven fol- 
lowing Chapters; and by what Reafons thofe 
‘Things may certainly be known by the Touch. I 
would alfo have the Midwives put in mind in this 
Place, that the Fundamental Knowledge of the 
Touch or Handling, is very neceflary, and of 

great 
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great Confequence to them. I am certain, that 
few take notice fufficiently of that Point, and to 
-know the true Ule of it, for the fafety of Women 
with Child, and their Feras’s 3 a great many of 
which I know perifh upon that account; for when 
Midwives are ignorant how to try Women with . 
Child well, bythe Touch, they donot forefee the 
mifchievous Events , and fall upon Shelves, when 
they think every thing in Safety; and being impru- 
dent, can neither forefee Dangers, nor prevent them ; 
fo that being put to their Shifts, they cannot tell 
how to help themfelves, - and unlefs they call others 
to their help, the Lite of the Infant, and fome- 
times of the Mother too is loft. Therefore this 
Knowledge of touching is neceflary for a young 
_ Midwife, and the true Ufe of it; wherefore we fhall 
examine all the fore-mentioned Heads in their Turns. 


CHAP. Xv. 


Flow it may be known by the Touch, whether 
a Woman be with Child or not. 


T is moft certain, even by Experience, that 
the Signs of Impregnation are uncertain, and 
falliblein the firft Months, wherefore we thall not 
give them a Place in this Book. ‘Though the 
fiopping of the Courfes, Vomiting, lofs of Ap- 
petite, a depraved Appetite, the {welling of the 
Breafts, pain of the Nipples, and at laft, the {welling 
of the Belly arelooked uponas thefureft and moft 
known Signs, yet very often we find them common 
with thofe that are not with Child, and Virgins, as 
well as Women with Child ; befides, in feveral Wo- 
‘men there is adifferent Reafon forthofe Things. I 


knew one, whotold me, fhenever hadher Courfes 


before the firft Child was conceived, but that af> 
Oey bs! Sk Ree terwards, 
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terwards, even to her Delivery, they flowed at re- 
gular and fet Times; after fhe was brought to Bed 
they ceafed again, till her next Conception, and 
- then they flowed, and left off, as before, till fhe had 
bore all her Children ; fo that there was no more 
certain fignof her Conception, than the return of 


her Courfes, and yet fhe was in perfect Health. — 


‘Therefore as the ftopping of the Courfes is an un- 


certain Sign of Conception, the reft muft be asun- — 


certain. 

The moft certain Signs of Impregnation, efpeci- 
ally in the laft Months, are to be fupplied by the 
Touch; thereforea Woman, who is uncertain of her 
Conception, and is defirous to know whether fhe 
hath conceived or not, whether any of the above-men- 
tioned Signs appear or not, (yet fome of them will 
always follow Conception, which joined with other 


Obfervations, may ferve to make the Judgment © 


more certain) it is to be tried by the Touch, that 
you may truly know, whether the Matter be fo. 
Some would have it, that forthe two firft Months 
after Conception, the Womb is fhut clofe up, fo 
that it becomes more pointed, harder, and more fo- 


lid, yet that is notafchirrous Hardnefs, which may _ 


eafily be difcerned from a natural Hardnefs or folid 
Subftance; then you would think the Mouth of the 


Womb mott like the Mouth of a Puppy newly 
pupp’d, which comparifon Mr. Mauriceau hath ve-_ 
ry well made. To difcoverthis Change well, 0 


confefs, the moft exercifed Hand is requifite, which 
neverthelefs I think thay be fometimes miftaken. 

_ But after fome time, when the Infant is better 
grown, andthe Birth draws near, the Orifice of the 
Womb now beginning to fwell, becomes fo ‘much 


‘the fhorter, fmoother, and thinner ; and this may 


eafily be known in Women, efpecially who have of- 
ten hadeafie Births; for by thefe the Mouth of the 
Womb is made fo fmooth, foft, and thin, that com- 

monly the fixth or feventh Month after Concepti- 
& 
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on, the Mouth of the Womb begins to open, by 
which means you may perceive the Infant moving, 
which is the moft certain and infallible Sign of Im- 
pregnation. 


CH A-P, XVI. 


Flow it is to be tried by the Touch, whether the 
Birth is near or not. | 


FE {peak here ofa natural Birth, not of a Mif- 
carriage, which at any time may happen, 

by one means or another to Women with Child ; 
but if all things proceed in a natural Courfe, the 
Aeafonable time of Birth happens not before the 
Fetus enjoys its full Growth and Strength, which 
commonly is in the ninth, and fometimes in the 
feventh Month, or betwixt thofe Months, accord- 
ing to the Strength of Nature; though moft com- 
monly, thofe Infants are moft healthful, which are 

brought forth-in the ninth Month. 

__ Tjuft now faid, that the Infant daily increafing, 
the Mouth of the Womb, which before was point- 
ed, thick and folid, after two or three Months 
grows {mooth, thin, and foft, whence it neceflarily 
follows, that the {moother;, thinner,and fofter that ap- 
pears tothe Touch, the time of Birth isfo much the 
nearer, which in fome is fo remarkable, that two 
or three Months before the Birth, the Mouth of 
thei Womb begins toopen, and the opening being 
fenfibly enlarg’d, is as wide asa Shilling or Guinea, or 
larger; fothat the Motionof the Infant may be di- 
ftinctly perceived ; and in fome Womenthe Mouth 
of the Womb is foenlarged, that to perfect the 

Birth, there is fcarce occafion of the fecond or 

third Pain; fo that an experienced Midwife in 

trying Women by ne Touch, may eafily gucts, 

, 2 
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whether the time of Birth be near; and one may 

exactly tell, how near the time is, yet that accurate - 
Knowledge is not to be acquired without long Ex- 

perience. 

But as all Womens Labour is not fo eafy, fo all 
are not in the Condition we are fpeaking of : 
Wherefore what we have faid, muft be fo under- 
ftood, as to admit of feveral Exceptions. All preg- 
nant Women are not fo affected; for the contrary 
moft commonly prevails in thofe, where the Fa- — 
tus is ill feated even to the laft time of the Birth, 
or the Infant in a little time before is turned into — 
a better Pofture ; and that efpecially happens in 
{trong Bodied W omen, and thofe who are fomewhat 
in Years, of the firft Child, the Mouth of whofe — 
Wombs being fhut up to the laft, is not opened 
without the fevereft Pains, who we know do nob 
bring forth without the fevereft Labour and great — 
Throws. | 

Yet it is certain, that in thofe that have hard _ 
Labour, the Mouth of the Womb which continued — 
fo long fhut, at the laft, is not fo fharp and poit- J 
ed, northick, but {moother and thinner; and in. 
fome who have eafier Births, the Mouth of the 
Womb appearsthick to the Touch; but that hap- 
pens by chance, viz. when the Humours pafs 
through which make the fame fofter and more — 
fpongy 3 which Things are to be well obferved © 
by the Midwife, and are eafily to be-diftinguifhed — 
by an experienced Hand. Zz 

All thefe Things are certain, but not infallible, 
and vary much, as thofe that touch, excel in Ex-— 
perience and Judgment ; fo that one may eafily di- " 
ftinguifh, what another cannot fo much as yack 
at: Wherefore what we fay, is tobe confidered with 
{ome Grains of allowance. — a 

Asthe Mouthof the Womb differs in Women in — 
Years, one that wasnevyer impregnated, thofe that — 
are 


oe 
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are {trong and accuftomed to Labour, from that in 
a tender and young Woman, who was never ufed 
to Labour, and foftly bred ; fo the Mouth of 
the Womb feated obliquely, differs much from the 
Mouth of the Womb directly feated, which is to 
be well obferved by the Midwife : The Mouth of the 
Womb directly feated, hangs lower down into the 
Pelvis, and may eafily be touched onevery fide with 
the Fingers. Onthe contrary, the Mouth of the 
Womb ill feated, -is fufpended higher; fo that 
fometimes it is fo high and oblique, that it can 
fearce be touched, or notat all ; for the Mouth of 
the Womb being applicd to the Margin of the 
Pelvis, by reafon of its oblique Situation, will not 
admit of being touched, except about the lower 
_ Edges of it, and by no means roundthe whole; fo 
q@that neither the Circumference of the Aperture can 
be exatly felt, nor can any certain Judgment be 
ade of its Qualities ; and truly fince Matters are 
5. a very experienced Hand 1s requifite to difcover 
the true Temper of the Mouth of the Womb ; 
whence it fufficiently appears, that there is no 
Rule without an Exception, and we are to judge 
circumf{petly of Things that are moft certain. 


CHAP. XVIL 


How it may be known by the Touch, whether a 
Woman with Child be feized with the genuine 
and true Labour Pains. : 


a | 

3 S genuine Pains areneceflary fora Womanin 
A Labour, to bring forth her Young, fo the 
Touch alfo in the beginning is as neceffary for the 
Mid wife to try, whether genuine Pains have feized a 
W oman ready to bring forth or nor, that fhe may tru- 
ly know, whether thefeafonable time of Birth be ar 
oo ip dar ; hand 
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hand or not. And as it is imprudent to delay the 
Birth of a Woman, who is taken with the true 
Pains, left fhe fhould lofe both the Pains and the 
Opportunity of a Delivery, efpecially if the Womb 
and the Infant are both well firuated ; fo to force 
a Woman to Labour unfeafonably, who hath not 
the true Pains upon her, isashurtful. But both of- 
ten happen, and the latter too frequently, e{pecial- 
ly when the Midwife does not know how to di- 
{tinguifh the Cholick, orother griping of the Guts, 
or the baftard Pains of Child-bed, from the true 
and genuine Pains by the Touch, and fo forces a 
W oman unfeafonably to bring forth her Infant, ma- 
king ufe of means to promoteit, and advifing her 


to walk, and other Motions, upon which her an-_ 


guifh begins to come on, and whilft then fhe endea- 
yours the more to fupprefs them, her Painsare unfea- 
_ fonably brought on, with the hazard both of the Mo- 
ther’s and Infant’s Life ; therefore it is of great Advan- 


‘tagetobe able to diftinguifh well the genuine Pains — 


ofa Woman in Labour, from thofe that are falfe, and 


fromthe griping of the Guts. For firft it isnoteas _ 


fily to be fuppofed, that a Woman fhould be feized 


with truePains, before the feventh Month of her 


time, nor are the fame to be provoked with Medi- 
cines before the ninth Month, lei any Damage 
- fhould happen to the Mother or Child. Yetif in 


the feventh Month, or fooner, a {eafonable time of © 


Birth fhould happen, and the Midwife by touching 
the Mouth of the Womb fhould know, that the 
‘Woman was feized with the true Labour Pains, 
‘then Nature is not tobe hindred,. nor its Courfe to 
be ftopped, but an affifting Hand is to be given, 
when the Cafe requires it. 

Young Women, when firft with Child, as foon 


as they perceive any violent tormenting Pains in 
their Belly or Loins, thinking that they have La-— 


bour Pains upon them, fend for a Midwife to help 
them ; asking whether the true Pains of Labour 
were 


— 
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were upon them? Who not knowing her Bufinefs, 
perceiving thofe Pains not unlike the true Pains of 
Labour, and finding the Mouth of the Womb of the 
~ Woman, tried by the Touch, to bea little open 
and loofe, perfuades her that fhe hath Labour 
Pains upon her 3 but finding the Mouth of the 
Womb not at all enlarged, nor that the Pains are 
altogether penetrating, {heendeavouts, as much as 
fhe can, to encreafe them, either with provo- 
king Medicines, or doing fomething elle, and 
by ordering her Body this Way and that, by 
which means, the Perfon with Child, being mife- 
rably tormented, is weakned and grows faint, fo 
that often (except God forbids) a Mifcarriage en- 
fues, which would not have happened, if the 
Midwife herfelf had known how to diftinguifh 
the Gripes, or {fpurious Pains, from thofe that are 
genuine. | | 3 

Sometimes the Wind-Cholick, both in the lower, - 
as well as the upper Part of the Belly, occafions 
tormenting Pains ina Woman with Child, or the 
fharpnefs of the Humours may corrode and gnaw 
the Guts, fo thata Loofenefs may follow with great 
Pain, which makes her believe fhe hath Labour 
Pains upon her: But thofe Pains are foon banifhed 
and eafed with Lavender and Rofemary in a little 
Milk, or with an Emollient and Carminative Cly- 
fter, given by the Advice of a prudent Phyfician, 
or a Serpentine Stone heated, or warm Cloths./On 
the contrary, if fhe is feized with true Labour 
Pains, they will not be leflen’d by fuch Remedies, 
but rather promoted; but the Pains which are oc- 
cafioned by corroding Humours may be diftinguifh- 
ed by a fubfequent Loofeneis, and iometimes are 
removed, except they are very fharp. Nor yet 
hath that degree of Pain the Power of deprefling 
fufficiently, like thofe which are wont to promote 
Birth, though as they tend downwards, they feem 
to prefs upon the Womb and private Parts, and 
N " F4- 7 | there © 
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there to have an Effect upon the pregnant Woman, 
and therefore they may be eftcemed genuine Pains 
of Labour; yera difercet Midwife ought not to 
give her Affent, but rather to enquire into the 
truth of the Matter, by an accurate Trial of the 
Touch, being very attentive to every thing. 

Moft commonly fome Days before the Pains come 
on, the Belly of the Perfon with Child is a little 
extenuated, becaufe Infants well fituated in a Womb 
well feated, are flid down into the Cavity of the 


Pelvis in the lower Part of it, fo that a greater room — 


is leftin the upper Part of the Belly, which accord- 
ingly grows lefs; aSignnotonly of an approaching 
Labour, but the fore-runner of a happy Birth, which 
indeed may be thence hoped for, nor is there fear 
of a bad one ; for an Infant ill feated, or a 
Womb oblique, cannot eafily flide down into the 


Cavity of the Pelvis, to leave fo muchroom inthe — 


Belly. But that falling down, commonly brings 
fome difadvantage to the Perfon with Child, either 


in walking, or making Water, or going to Stool, — 
for the Intant being fallen down withits Head into _ 


the Cavity of the Pe/vis, by prefling upon the Blad- 
der, the {trait Gut, or both, in fome meafure hin- 


ders the difcharge of the Urine or Excrements 5 — 


may, if the Intant’s Head be large, the Parts which 
lie next, efpecially the Privities, fwell, which in- 


f 


conveniency does not eafily difappear till after the | 


Birth. 


The Perfon that is big likewife, istroubled with — 


_ pains of her Loins, which fhe was ufed to before, | 


evéry Day increafing and prefling down, till at laft 
a glutinous and vifcous Humour flows out. 5 


At laft, the time of Birth growing near, the Wo- 


man with-Child is afflicted with great Pains in 


her Loins, her Groin, and aboutthe Navel, tend- — 


ing with a deprefling Force upon the Womb, and — 


the private Parts ; but thofe Pains are not conti- 
nual, coming on only by turns. A difcreet Mid- 


wife — 
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wife will eafily diftinguifh thofe from falfe Pains by 
the Touch, becaufe when thofe come on, fhe may 
perceive the Mouth of the Womb open, or at leaft 
gradually opening: Wherefore having delayed the 
Violence of the Pains, as foon as fhe perceives thofe 
to renew, if fhe touches accurately, fhe will feel 
what they may do; for if they are falfe Pains, the 
Mouth ot the Womb being more clofely contracted, 
will be fhut up by their Force after they are over ; 
but if they are genuine, the Mouth of the Womb 
will be more dilated and relaxed, by the vehement 
depreffure of the Pains, by which they will promote 
the Exclufion or Birth of the Infant; on thecon- 
trary, thofe that are fpurious are every way difper- 
fed, and the Womb, as if it were taking care of it 
{elf, is more clofely contracted. | 

By the violent preffure and fharpnefs of true Pains, 
the Blood of the Perfon in Labour is put in Mo- 
tion, and grows hot, which occafions a quicker 
Pulfe, and a Rednefs in the Face, which is moft 
commonly followed by a Concuffion and Trembling 
of the whole Body, efpecially the lower Limbs, 
as if fhe was taken with aFever, yet without Cold; 
others are feized with a vomiting, and others not, 
but they moft commonly difcharge a vifcid and 
glutinous fumour, which if it begin to grow red, 
or be bloody, it is the moft certain Sign of Birth 
approaching. 
_ As a difcreet Midwife is not eafily perfuaded 
tobelieve, that a Woman with Child is preffed with 
true Pains, fo alfo fhe is not flow to try a Woman 
with Child with the Touch, if fhe thinks the La- 
bour Pains are upon her; otherwife fhe may be 
taken unprovided ; for the Infant, (as it happens 
in fome Women with Child) and the Womb be- 
ing well fituated and fallen down into the Ca- 
vity of the Pelvis, and the Mouth of the Womb 
fufficiently opened, thin and foft, the Delivery of 
the Fetus {9 fuddenly follows, that fafficient Time 
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is not allowed to get Things ready: Wherefore 
fometimes the Infant is thrown headlong upon the 
Ground, or fuffers fome other Mifchief ; and very — 
often the Women in Labour call for a Clofe-Stool 
to eafe themfelves, which is not to be granted to | 
{uch fort of Women, without a great deal of Dan- — 
ger, left it happen, that the Infant fhould be caft 
out as well as the Excrements, as many Examples 
witnefs, which for brevity’s fake, we fhall wave — 
reciting. | 

And that a Midwife by touching, ought not to — 
expect or wait for fharp prefling Pains, I fhall prove — 
by adding this Reafon, becaufe fome Women are © 
delivered almoft without any Difficulty. I my felf — 
knéw two, one of which boafted, that bringing 
forth a Child was_as ready to her, as a Shower ~ 
of Rain when it falls, and though fhe wanted no- _ 
thing, fhe faid, that fhe would iuffer the Pains of 
Labour for a Draught of Beer. The other I ufed 
to compare toa good Pye, out of which, if youtake — 
_offthe Top, and turnupthe Bottom, the Pieces fall _ 
out of their own accord; and thefe almoft with the 
fame Eafe, were delivered of their Children. And my 
own Wife, (having already brought forth fome Chil- 
dren, and having affifted a great many in Labour, and ~ 
hitherto laid a great many more in Danger, with > 
good Succefs, for Charity, and therefore skilful 
enough in this Work) becaufe fhe was troubled a lit-_ 
tle inthe Night with the Gripes, which fhe doubted — 
were the genuine Pains of Labour, about Morning ~ 
fhe defired methat I would try her by the Touch; _ 
which asfoon as I had done, I faid there was Work, 
except fhe would fpoil the Bed; upon which my — 
Cloaths being caft about me, I was fcarce out of — 
the Chamber, but whilft I was knocking, fhe cal- 
led me back to help her in Labour; and placing 
herfelfupon the next Seat that wasat hand, pouring © 
as it were a Daughter into my Bofom, fhe aie 
mea Father, beforeany Woman could come to 3 : 
| | helps | 
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help; I, when this little Infant was brought forth, 
thinking the {welling of the Mother’s Belly was not 
fufficiently fallen, pafling my Hand into her Womb, | 
I perceived another juft ready tocome forth, which 
made us that were their Parents fall a laughing; 
and fince the Midwife was juft ready, my Wife be- 
ing committed to her Care, I went to the Fire- 
with my little one, where prefently another Wo- 
man running to us, ftirred up the Fire, and prefent- 
ly fhe was delivered of another Daughter. From 
whence it appears, that the Matter may be done 
too foon, and too flow, which ought to be obferved 
by young Midwives; and truly it is always con- 
venient, to try a Woman with Child in Time, and 
thence to judge, whether fhe is prefled with ge- 
nuine or falfe Pains, that we may the better know 
her Condition. 

And before we pafs from this Subject, it will 
not be inconvenient to add, that fome Women fall 
in Labour, genuine and falfe Pains being mixed, of 
which thofe are not unreafonably faid by fome to be 
Proteus like (or asthe Author ftiles them Zergzver- 
fentes, turning their Backs, or changing their Ap- 
pearance) for when the Pains feem to deprefs and 
bear down the Birth, and fhe in Labour endeavours 
with all her Strength, thofe prefently are turned in- 
to contracting Pains, very like Cramps, fo that it 
is impoflible to bring forth the Infant. When the 
Matter is fo, it is eafily known to the Midwife by 
the Touch, that genuine and falfe Pains are mixed 5 
for fhe will firft find the Pains to open and enlarge 
the Mouth of the Womb, but if the Perfon in La- 
bour ufes all her Endeavours, every Thing at the 
laft are fuddenly put backwards; nor does the Birth 
go on profperoufly, except thofe wandring Pains are 
firft laid quiet or takenaway; which may be done 
with Succefs, ifan Anodine Pill, well prepared, be 
given to the Woman in Labour; and if inan Hour’s 
_ time the Pain is not leflened, the Medicine may be 

| | : repeated 
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repeated again, and the Pains vanifh, and the Per- 
fon may endeavour with her genuine Pains to pro- 
mote the Birth. Thefe wandring Pains are fo 
hurtful to the Patient, and intolerable, that the 


-mott fharp genuine Pains are not fo troublefome as 


the leatt of thofe. 
Tho’ it is foreign to my Bufinefs to prefcribe 


“Medicines to the Practicers of Midwifery, but fhould 


rather leave that to the Phyfician, yet I cannot for- 
bear recommending one excellent Medicine, by . 
which Midwives, efpecially thofe who practife in 
the Country diftant from a Phyfician, may relieve 
many Women in Labour, therefore fuch ought to 
have thefe Pills conftantly by them to make ufe of, 
whenever the Cafe require; I fay whenever the 
Cafe require them, for I do not mean by the Ule of 
them to take off the true Labour Pains, but to re- 
lieve and abate thofe wandering Pains that are not the _ 
natural Confequence of Child-birth. See more of 
thefe Pills in Chap. XXVI. 


CH AsPpoacyilk 


For what Reafon it is known by the Touch, 


whether a Woman with Child will have 
an eafie or difficult Labour. 


HE Midwife trying a Woman with Child 

_ by the Touch, as foon as fhe is taken with 
her Pains, when the perceives the lower Part of 
the Womb, and the Head of the Infant fallen. into 
the Pelvis, fo that fhe can eafily touch it in the 
Borders of the Vagina, and hath no occafion to pafs_ 
her Fingers further into her Body, then it fhews — 
great Hopes of an eafie Birth. 
Moreover, perceiving the Mouth of the Womb 
thin, foft and very open, and finding through the 
opening of the Mouth of the Womb, the Infant with 
its Head foremoft or forward, ready for Birth, net- 
4, - ther 
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ther the Arm, nor the Umbilical Veffels being in 
the Way, fhe may certainly promife her felf and 
the Woman an eafie Delivery. 

And (which is occafioned by the Pofition of the 
Womb and the Infant) when fhe perceives the Hu- 
mours preffed flat, no other than a quick and prof- 
perous Birth is to be expected, for the following 
Reafons ; forif the Infant and the Womb were not 
well feated in a right Line, according to the ob- 
liquely afcending Paflage of the Cavity of the Pel- 
‘vis, the Womb and the Infant’s Head fhould not 
fall down fo far; the Head having pafs’d fo far, is 
likeaShip, which being carried through the Dan- 
ger, fteers right into the Port, and fince fhe ftruck 
not upon the Shelves, all Danger being paft, fhe 
rides in fafe Harbour: Befides, fincethe Womb is 
now open, and the Mouth of itthin, foft, and eafily 
extended, what can hinder the Birth, if the Pains. 
are but vigorous? 

On the contrary, when the Midwife tries a Wo- 
man by the Touch, and finds the Mouth of the 
‘Womb higher, but a little, or not atall open, fharp, 
thick and hard, or the Humours preffed up length- 
ways, then there is occafion for the greateft Cauti- 
on, becaufe, according to our Opinion, it is likely to 
fucceed but indifferently. ‘Then fevere Pains pro- 
long the Labour, and the Midwife, if fhe under- 
ftands her Bufinefs, muft fweat at her. Work, nor 
will the Cafe admit her to depart from the Perfon 
in Labour; but fhe ought rather to obferve and 
attend her witha great deal of Diligence, as we 
fhall find in the following Chapter, where it will 
further appear, what may occafion a difficult Birth, 
and what may be known of it by the Touch. 


CHAT, 
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CHAT! er 


For what Reafon it may be known by the Touch, 
whether an Infant be well or ill fituated for 
Birth. 


Idwives reckon a Birth to be twofold, one 
of which is called natural, and the other 
unnatural. By a natural Birth they mean that 
which is carried on only by the force of Nature, 
without any Art or other Help, or ina Word, the 
moft eafy ‘and commodious; by an unnatural or ill 
Birth, is underftood any Birth that is joined with 
Difficulty, where the Affiftance of a Praétitionerin 
Midwifery is wanting, by which thofe Accidents 
are removed or corrected which prolong the Birth. _ 
And firft, a right Pofition of the Womb and In- ~ 
fant promotes an eafy Birth, tending in a right 
Line, according to the Length of the Cavity of the 
Pelvis into the Vagina of the Womb towards the 
Private-parts. But if the Matter be otherwife, 
then the Birth ts ill, and an artificial Hand is re- 
quired to bring forth the Infant, as we fhall fee 
_ hereafter, when we treat of a natural and preter- 
natural Birth. 

When Matters are in fucha Condition, it is the 
Duty cf a prudent and careful Midwife, to ex- 
amine the Perfon more carefully by the Touch, to 
know, whether the Womb and the Infant are di- © 
rectly, or ill fituated for Birth; this Trial is made 
with the two Fore-fingers, well anointed with 
Butter or Oil. Rich People commonly make ufe 
of Oil of White-Lilies, or fome other Lenient, or 
Oil of Rofes; but amongft the Vulgar, fcarce 
any thing but common Oil or Butter is made ufe 
of; yet every thing that is good, and moft preci- 
ous is beft, if they canbe got, and People are able 
to pay for them; but I infift upon nothing, but 
make ufe of any thing which Divine Providence af- — 
fords, when Neceflity urges. Theg 
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The Touch is made with the two Fore-fingers of 
the right or left Hand, as the Pofture of the Per- - 
fon, or the Womb will admit, or as it is conveni- 
ent for the Midwife; fo that if the right Hand is 
Mot convenient, the left is to be made ufe of; 
for fometimes the Situation of the Womb is fuch, 
that it may more conveniently be touched by 
the right, and fometimes by’ the left Hand, 
which the Midwife is to make ufe of as is moft 
commodious. 

_ Two Fingers are applied to the Touch, that 
every thing may be better diftinguifhed by the 
Senfe; for with two Fingers we may encompafs 
-and meafure any Thing, which we can {carce do 
with one, ornotatall; for Example, ifithe Mouth 
of the Womb be found fhut, with two Fingers we 
may very well try, whether it be fharp or thick, 
or {mooth. If it may be comprehended with the 
Fingers ftretched out, it muft be more fharpened ; 
and confequently thicker than if it could not be fo 
grafped, as if you touched a fmooth and broad Bo- 
dy, fomething round. But if the Mouth of the 
Womb be open, with both Fingers ftretched out 
you will fooner find out the breadth of the Open- 
ing, than with one Finger only; alfo by two Fin- 
Bers you will fooner meafure the roundnefs of the 
Head, lying againft the Entrance or its Form, 
than with one, and fo of the reft, which offer 
themfelves inthe Entrance or Mouth of the Womb. 

But that it may appear to young Midwives, 

how able Midwives behave themfelves in touch- 
ing Women, we fhall admonifh and inform them in 
thele few Words. 

Firff, A great deal of Caution is to be ufed, 
left the Nails of their Fingers fhould be too long, 
cornered, fharp or unequal, but rather {mooth 
and fhort, left they fhould hurt any Parts which 
they pafs through or touch, which may eafily 
be done by thofe, efpecially, who know not the 
;  -Paflage 
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Paffage fufficiently, nor have well praétifed their 
Hands. : 

Secondly, Their Fingers being plentifully and 
fmioothly befmeared, are to be paffed through the 
Lips of the Privities gently feparated, into the Va- 
gina, taking Care, left they force thei Fingers or 
Nails againft the Sides or other Parts, giving way 
as much as they can tothe Wrinkles, or any other 
things which lie in the way, following the ftrait 
-Paflage, tending downwards rather than upwards, _ 
againit the Neck of the Bladder, till the Fingers 

flipping gently and gradually betwixt the Neck of — 
the Blader and the {trait Gut, touch the Mouth 
or Bottom of the Womb which refifts them, whofe 
Form they may exadtly feel and meafure with ~ 
the Ends of their Fingers. 

_ Thirdly, The Knowledge of thofe Parts may in- 
form them, that the Hand or Fingers muft be - 
thruft in,’ not according to the Length of the Wo- 
man, but obliquely upwards, as if from the Privities — 

they would touch the Navel, for the Womb is - 
about that Place; but if you move your Fingers. 
ftrait, you would hurt the Vagina, eafily offending 
the {trait Gut in the bending of the Os Sacrum 
with your Nails. 

Therefore that the Midwife may be more cer- 

tain, whether the Infant in a Womb directly fitua-_ 

ted, be ill or well placed, the following Things 
_are to be obferved: ‘The Chin of the Infant weil — 
feated, lies forwards to the Breaft, and the Neck 

is placed inthe middle of the Orifice of the Womb, — 
or before it, which, that fhe may diftinctly feel, 
that muft needs be open, that one or two at leaft 
‘of the Fingers may be admitted, otherwife fhe 
cannot be better fatisfy’d of the Part that offers it 
felf; the State of things being now known, let her 
alfo take a Caution, left fhe fhould inform others, 
as moft imprudent Midwives ufually expofe theme. 


felves. 
Nor 
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Nor can what I have faid of pafling the Fingers 
into the Womb, as I think, be done farther ; for if 
the Head is foremoft, and the Mouth of the Womb 
open, the Fingers cannot be pafled deeper, thanto 
touch the Head of the Infant within the Borders of 
the Mouth of the Womb, which often hangs more 
downwards, if the opening is large enough, than. 
the Borders of the Orifice; for fince the Head is 
Globular, the outward roundnefs ftands out like a 
Ball, put into a new Ox Bladder when the Neck 
is cut off, through which narrow Hole, if you of- 
fer to force the Ball, till the Hole is made larger, 
_the round Extremity of the Ball hanging down, is 

firft liable'to be touched: And becaufe the Mouth 
of the Womb is much thicker than a Bladder, 
whofe Neck is cut, its thicker Edges are perceived 
about the round and hard Head of the Infant; 
which the more it is dilated, the thinner and 
{moother it grows, becaufe that Extenfion is fud- 
den and violent. | 

The Buttocks too, or either of them offering 
themfelves in the Orifice, have their roundnefs, as 
alfo the Knee or Elbow, but thofe Members are 
eafily diftinguifhed from the Head; for the Globu- 
Jar Part of the Head is not only broader and 
{moother, than the Knee or Elbow, but harder 
than the Buttocks; for a Bone and Flefh-are eafi- 
ly diftinguifhed one from another: Befides, the 
Head is eafily known by the Interftice of the Bones, 
or the foft Membrane betwixt the Bones, and 
therefore it may be diftin@ly perceived, whetherthe 
Head of the Infant being loweft, is lodged about 

the Entrance of the Womb or not. 
_ Asan underftanding Midwife knows how ina 
great many Women, to diftinguifh the Head from 
_the Buttocks by the Touch, or frorn the Knee or 
Elbow, before the Waters flow out, nay, before 
they have acquired their ttue Form; fo alfo fhe 
may eafily diftinguifh the Head from the Hands, 
. G Feet, 
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Feet, Navel-ftring or Placenta, and which of thofe 
Parts offers itfelf firft for Birth ; therefore theres 
need of the greateft Attention in refpect of them: 
The Hand is eafily diftinguifhed by the Fingers, — 
the Foot by the Toes or Heel, and the Navel- 
{tring by its roundnefs, thinnefs and foftnefs. All 
thefe may more eafily be known, when the Membrane 
is broke, and the Water has flown out; for then — 
the naked Parts hang in the Mouth of the Womb, 
more eafic to be diftinguifhed, than when hand- 
led witha Membrane betwixt, which holds the Hu- 
mours; wherefore few Midwives are very careful 
in making an exact Search, what the Situation of 
the Infant is, or what Parts are over the Entrance 
ofthe Womb, deferring the Time moft commonly 
till the Waters flow out, thinking that they are 
then foon enough: But this is a great Error 
and Negleét, as fhall be reprefented hereafter more — 

at large. | Wat: 
Some Women can eafily be tried by the-Touch, 
but others very difficultly; the firft commonly are 
bleft with fuccefsful Births, becaufe the Infants 
being placed below in the Cavity of the Pelvis, 
points with its Head almott direCtly towards the 
Privities ; and perhapsthough the Navel-ftring, or 
the Hand come forth almoft with the Head, yet that 
may eafily be corrected, as will appear from what fol- 
lows. But thofe that cannot without Difficulty be 
tried by the Touch, have commonly difficult Births, 
the different Reafons of which proceed from the 
ill Situation of the Womb or the Infant, which is 
to be obferved with the greateft Attention ; for 
though the Pofition of the Womb be very commo- 
dious, if the Fetus turns itfelf in it into an ill 
Pofture, a difficult Birth muft needs follow: And 
on the contrary, though the Infant is well feated 
for Birth, yet if the Womb be ill feated, it will 
occafion a difficult Birth ; nay, the greateft Difficul- 
ty in Labour arifes from this ill Situation of the 
_ - Woinbs 
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Womb, efpecially if it be joined with the ill Situa- 
tion of the Infant, concerning which Matter, con- 
fult the XI Chapter, in which we have fhewn; 
that a difficult Birth muft needs be occafioned by 
the ill Situation of the Womb, which to avoid Re- 
petition, we fhall not here rehearfe, but refer the 
Reader thither. | . : 

But that ic may be known by the Touch, what 
the Pofture of the Womb is, the following Things 
are to be noted; viz. If the Infant (as it often hap~ 
pens) without Help or Affiftance flides with the 
top of its Head into the Cavity of the Pelvis, it is 
an Argument that the Womb is well feated, and 
then the Mouth of the Womb being in the top of 
the Vagina, it may eafily be felt; but on the con- 
trary; if the Infant being wellfeated, the Mouth of 
the Womb, with the Head of the Infantisinelined 
backwards, and preffes upon the Os Sacrum or Ver- 
tebr@; then the Womb, according to itslength, is 
fituated forwards; which is frequent in Women 
who have great Bellies hanging forwards, and by 
this means the Mouth of the Womb cannot be 
touched without Difficulty, being placed againtt 
the Inteftinum Reétums or ttrait Gut, and the Os 
—Coccygis, when the Midwife tries to touch it. 

But if the contrary happens, fo that the Mouth 
of the Womb is firmly. placed againft the Os Pudis 
and the Bladder; it being impoffible it fhould flide 
into the Cavity of the Pelvis, ic is an Argument, 
that the Womb is feated according to its Length 
near the Vertebre of the Loins; then the Midwite, 
if fhe would feel the Head of the Infant, ought to 
pais her Fingers near the Os Pubis and the Neck of 
the Bladder; upwards, and by thar means may {cel 
the Mouth of the Womb, and the Head of the In- 
fant: Or if by chance it is placed with its Head 
towards the lett Border of the Pelvis, its Head be- 
ing fituated right for Birth, that is, with its Head 
againft the Os Llium or Pubis, it ishenceto be con- 

G2 cluded, 
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~ cluded, that the Bottom of the Womb is towards 
the right; but on the contrary, if the Head of 
the Infant be oppofite to the right Os Pubis or 
Coceygis; it isto be concluded, that the Bottom of 
the Womb is placed in the right Side of the Wo- 
man with Child; and for this Reafon the Mouth 
of the Womb can {carce be touched, being fufpend- 
ed too much within the Body; yet it 1s poflible, 
and highly requifite to affift the Perfon; foras much — 
as in thefe four Extremes, both the Mother and 
Infant muft needs perifh without the Help of — 
Man, or the extraordinary Affiftance of Divine — 
Providence. | : | 
From hence it may appear fufficiently to young 
Midwives, that touching is of more Concern to 
Women with Child than moft think; and I doubt 
not, but that a great many Midwives will be con- 
vinced when they have read this, that before they 
did not fufficiently apprehend, that this ‘Touching 
was of fo much Advantage ; and yet in what we 
have faid, all the Difficulty isnotcleared; for what- 
ever Pofturethe Womb isin, whether right or ob- 
lique, thereare a great many other ill Situations of 
an Infant, to know all which by the Touch, is the 
Bufinefs of a good Midwife, and that before the 
Waters fow out, unlefs they flowed before fhe 
was fent for; otherwife fhe is to ufe her beft En- 
deavours to know all thofe ill Situations of a Fwtus 
very well by the Touch; and if any one asks, To 
what Purpofe? Or what Advantage is it to the 
Midwife? Or to the Mother or Infant? I anfwer, 
that the greateft Advantage may happen to all of 
them; for the Midwife being deftitute of this 
Knowledge, cannot perform her Office as fhe 
ought, nor ufe her Endeavours in every refpect as 
fhe ought, in aflifting the Mother or Infant; this 
will more clearly appear in the following Chapters, 
in which we treat of the Help which Midwives 
fhould and can afford to Perfons in Labour; where 
' | | in 
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in refpect of every Cafe we fhall put them in 


mind diftinétly, what is to be obferved in touching 
Women in Labour upon any Occafion. 


C HAR Ns 


At what time a Woman in Labour may moft 
conventently be touched, whether before, in 
the Time, or after her Pains. 


W* fhould now pafs to a natural Birth, but it 
will not be unprofitable, Firft, briefly to 
~ inftruct young Midwives thatare ignorant, whether 
it be moft convenient to touch a Woman ready 
for Labour, before the Pains come on, or when 
they are upon her, or after they are paft. To 
{uch kind of Midwives, we fay, that it 1s neceffa- 
ry to touch a Woman ready for Labour before 
the Pains come on; for then the Membrane, in 
which the Humours are contained, is loofe, fo that 
the Infant’s Pofture may be conveniently obferved ; 
but the Hand is not prefently to be withdrawn, 
but the Force of the Pains is to be expected; that 
you may diftinétly perceive, whether the Infant 
conftantly is at the Paflage or not; in what Form 
the Humours are difpofed; whether they are con- 
tracted Length-ways, or preffed into a flat Form; 
whether the Pains are violent or gentle, and what- 
ever is the Intereft of Midwives to know, or they 
can learnby the Touch; moreover when the Pains 
are over, it may be perceived by Senfe, whether 
they have promoted the Birth or not. Whence 
we conclude, that the Touch is convenient before, 
in the Time of, and after the Pains are over. But 
Care is to be taken, left the Membranes in which 
the Humours are contained, fhould be broke by 
handling them too hard, efpecially if they are very 
- much diftended by the Humours preffed down by 


the Pains. | 
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CHAP. XXL 


How it may be known by the Touch, what is — 
to be done to help the Woman im Labour, — 
and the Infant. Ra ttc | 


, Hatever is the Situation, whether direct 
| or ill; whether of the Womb or of the 
Infant, it is known no way better than by the © 
Touch; fo that if a Midwife would affift a Wo- | 
man in Labour, in any bad Cafe attending a — 
difficult Birth, it is very neceflary, that fhe fhould 
firft know it by the Touch, and judge of it wa- 
rily, either in regard to the Mother or the Infant, — 
whether there may be need of Affiftance, or © 
which Way that is to be done; then their beft 
Endeavours are to be ufed for the Relief, either | 
of the one or the other. But filly Midwives 
who want the Knowledge of the Touch, can on- 
ly expect all their Help from Nature, and that 
with the greateft Danger, and by mere chance every 
Thing proves ‘advantageous or difadvantageous, 
both to the Mother and Infant ; which will ap-_ 
ay from what follows, when we fpeak of a 

on-natural Birth, and the manner of turning In- 
fants; when occafion offering itfelf, it is made 
known by the Touch, what is to be done to eafe © 
‘and affift either the Mother or Infants which that — 
‘we may not repeat oftcn, we refer Midwives 
thither. af | xe a 


a 
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Cee a exe 


For what Reafin it may be known by the Touch, 
_ whether the Birth is to be promoted before 
the ufual time or not. . 


PVH E ufual Time of bringing forth, moft com- 

| monly happens, when Women having gone 
with Child till the feventh, or beyond, till the 
ninth Month, are feized with the genuine Labours 
6f Child-bed, with which they bring forth, whe- 
ther with the Help of a Midwife or not. But 
fometimes it happens, that Women bring forth their 
Young before the Time; orto preferve their Lives, 
~ the Fetus is taken’ from them before their Time; 
whether this happens by fome remarkable foregoing 
Accident, viz. by a Fall,a Blow,aConcuffion or Hurt, 
or by fome violent Paffion of the Mind, by a Fright, 
by Fear or great Sorrow, ot whether it happens 
of its own Accord, and without fuch remark- 
able Accident. Moftcommonly large Effufions of 
Blood go before this Mifcarriage, becaufe the Se- 
cundine is wholly, orin parttorn from the Womb; 
by which means the Acetabula, or the Mouths of 
the Veflels are open, and cannot be fhut, as long 
as the Womb diftended, retains its former Big- 
nefg; in this Condition, Medicines have no Ef- 
feét, and unlefs the Birth is parted with, both the 
- ‘Woman and the Infant are like to perifh; forthofe 
Fluxes are very large, nor do they ceafe, as long 
as thé Blood is in a violent Ferment and Commo- 
tion; upon which, Swooning and Convulfions, or 
Gramps follow,’ and at laft, the Death of the Mo- 
ther and Infant. | ; : 
“Fndeed there is not the fame dangerous Confe- 


quence of all Fluxes in Women with Child; for in 
fome, forthe firft four, five or fix Monthsafter Im- 
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pregnation, the monthly Difcharges are continued, | 
which, except too much, neither hurt the Woman 
nor the Child; and I knew one, as I mentioned 
above, who never had her Menftrua before fhe was 
with Child, but when fhe was with Child, fhe had 
her monthly Courfes at the ufual ‘Times, till fhe 
was brought to Bed; and after the was delivered, 
they ceafed again till fhe conceived a fecond Time, 
from whence they. continued as ufual, and fo fhe 
continued all the Time of her Child-bearing. And 
it happens to fome Women with Child, that they — 
void Blood, by which the Wombis purged of {ome 
that was collected together there, which though 
fometimes it was fudden and plentiful, yet no other 
worfe Accident followed. , 
_ The Difference which happens betwixt ordinary 
Fluxes, which give no occafion to part with a Fe- 
tus, and thofe, in which either the Fetus muft,be 
parted with, or, Death follows, confifls in this 
That the firft kind of Flux comes on gently, as 
an ordinary Evacuation, and not without theufual 
Pains of the Courfes joined with it; alfo by turns, 
and not continually flowing, at the laft it is ftop- 
ped. The Reafon of extraordinary Fluxes is thefame, 
which being fudden, more plentiful and daily, yet 
upon the Ute of good Medicines, in a few. Hours 
er Days they ceafe. But thofe Fluxes which caufe 
Mifcarriage or Death; fuddenly break forth in- 
to great Quantities, and flow without any, Inter- 
miffion, only as there may happen Obftructions of 
grumous clotted Blood, they feem infome meafure 
to grow lefs; if you touch the Mouth ofthe Womb 
upon this Occafion, you will find itfomething open 5 
and if the Secundine is altogether loofe from the 
Womb, you will fometimes feel it lie again{t.the 
Mouth of the Womb; which evidently fhews, that 
no Delay is to be made, but that the Fetus is to be 
brought away as foon as poffible, if you have a | 
mind to fave the Life of the Mother, or Infant, or 
se rae ead pram? 
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both. And though you do not feel the Secundine 
bythe Touch, yet it may be feparated, though not 
_as yet fallendown with the Placenta ; wherefore if 
Medicines are not effectual; and continual Fluxes 
Ahave occafioned fainting Fits, with Convulfions and 
Cramps; the Exclufion of the Infant is very necef- 
fary, except you will neglect the Woman, nor is 
the Embryo thento beconfidered, nor the Number 
of Months fhe hath been with Child; nor are Pains 
or Labour to be expected, which fuch Women com- 
monly never fuffer, as not being able to bring forth 
their Fetus without the Help ofa Man Midwife, who 
muft draw it out, firft thrufting one Finger, then 
two, and at laft all their Fingers into the Womb, 
the Mouth of it is to be dilated with their Hand, 
(their Fingers firft being ftretched out length-ways, 
and clofe together, but afterwards they are to be 
contracted. and expanded) then if the Membrane 
firft offers itfelf, the fame is to be broke with their 
Fingers or Nails, which though cut fhort, yet 
they may, when there is Occafion, ferve for this 
~ Purpofe; then avoiding all other Parts, the Feet are 
firft to be looked for, which being drawn out, the 
Fetus is thus tobe brought forth, by which means 
alfo the Secundines are readily drawn out.. But 
if whenthe Womb is opened, the Placenta firtt of- 
fers itfelf, the fame is to be perforated or broken, 
proceeding after the fame Manner, drawing out both 
the Fetus and After-birth ; the Method of doing 
which will be more fully fhewn in the following 
Sheets, when we f{peak. of the Manner of affittin 
Women in Labour, in all kinds of difficulties. 
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1h keep ASP RY Bexar, 
Of a natural or moft eafy Birth. 


Ya natural Birth, we mean that which is 

made without Art or any other Help, and . 
hath no need of any, andfuch is the moft eafy, in — 
_ which the following Things are required, 


1. The Woman who is in Labour, muft neither be — 
fubje€&t to general or particular [nfirmities, which — 
may hinder the Birth. 

2. The Womb is to be well placed. | 

3. The Womb is to be altogether found, and well — 
difpofed to force the Birth forth. 

4. The Infant is not to be ftopped in the Paffage, — 
by any ill Difpofition of the Pelvis, ot of the. 
Vagina, or the Bladder, or the ftrait Gut, or of © 
the Privities. . 2 | 

‘55 an Infants, whether one 6r more, are to be 
alive. | 

6. Thetnfant isnot to be born before its time. 

7. Nor is it to be Monftrous, nor fubjeét to any 
Accident, which may delay the Birth. “= 

8: The entire Proportion of the Infants ought not — 
to be too great in refpect of the Canal or Paf-— 
tape.’ : a inl | 

9. The Infants are to come forth rightly and well 

' feated. | alias 

10. The Birthisto proceed from Pains which come 
of their own Accord, and not any other Help. 

11. The fame is to proceed from genuine, and not 
from wandering Pains, ) | 

12. The Birth is to go till its full Time, without 

any remarkable Symptoms. 

12. If more than one come atatime, allare to be 
brought forth after the above-mentioned Manner, 
otherwife one is naturally, and the other preter- 

- naturally born,» 14. The 
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14. The After-birth is prefently to follow the In- 
fant, without any remarkable Hindrance. 


Thefe Requifites of anatural Birth, we fhall not 
further explain in this Place ; they fhall be fhewn 
hereafter in proper Chapters. If one or morc 
of thofe be wanting, ‘it is a difficult Birth, where- 
of the Reader may find the further Explanation 
elfewhere. 

I confine a Natural Birth here to ftrigter Limits, 
_ than other Authors do, becaufe for that Reafon it 
is the eafier for me to defcribe a preter-natural 
or difficult Birth. » And as others have freely taken 
the Liberty to explain their Meaning in their own 
Method, {fo I amas free to ufe my own Method : 
Which is the beft, [leave the modeft and prudent 
Reader to judge; I am truly perfuaded myfelf, 
that thofe Limits are very ufeful to give young 
Midwives a diftinéter Knowledge both of a natu- 
ral and preter-natural, or an unnatural Birth, than ~ 
they can learn out of any other Author. 

Therefore by a natural Birth (as we juft now 
faid) we underftand fuch a one, as is only perform=— 
ed by the Force of Nature, without Art or other 
Help, nor which hath occafion for the Affiftance 
of thofe that prattife Midwifery to bring forth the 
Infant ; on the Contrary, all thofe Births, which 
any ways ftand in need of Midwifery, we call pre- 
ter-natural, and artificial, or difficult; and there- 
fore there is no need to inform young Midwives, 
what is to be done in fuch a natural Birth, as what 
the contrary ftate of the Matter only requires: In 
a natural Birth a Midwife performs her Duty, if 
fhe receives the Infant, cuts off the Navel-ftring, 
takes careof the Infant by wafhing and nourifhing 
it, or recommends that to be done by any of the 
Goffips. 

But before we finifh this Chapter, and come to 
‘treat of unnatural, or rather difficult Births, it will 

| Sh : not 
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not be amifs to fhew young Midwives, what po- 
fture Infants are in, when well turned ina Womb, 
conveniently placed, before, and in the natural Birth, 
that thence we’ may better know and diftinguifh the 
ill Pofitions of the Womb and Infants, for which 
end we may look into the fixth, feventh, eighth, 
and ninth Figures, which that they may be better 
underftood: by young Midwives, we fhall explain 
after the following manner. 

The fixth Figure fhews the Womb well feated, 
and the Fetus init, in the Pofture whichis moft — 
convenient, before it isturned, vz. with the Back 
oppofite to the Vertebre of the Loins, the Knees 
bent, and the Hands placed upon the Knees, the 
Nofe placed between both Fifts. In this Pofture 
Infants commonly fit, till they begin to be turned, 
and then commonly moving, they fall down head- 
long, with their Head foremoft, towards the En- 
trance or Mouth of the Womb; onthe Contrary, 
fome Infants turn their Face and Belly towards the 
Mothcer’s Back-bone, which Pofture is reprefented 
in the feventh Figure. But here it is to benoted, 
that this prepofterous Pofition is followed by as 
prepofterous a Turning againft the Birth, unlefs 
the Infant’s Face is alfo inverted as it falls down; 
for 1f the Infant:idoes not turn its Face, whilft it 
flides downwards or upwards, its Head is carried 
downwards to the Mouth of the Womb, and the — 
Face, which. otherwife is downwards, will now 


_ be upwards, which often makes the Birth more 


difficult, thanif the Situation was very good. Some~- — 
times the Infants are not turned at all, but after the — 
fame manner asthey fit, they offer their Feet down- 
wards, which-are firft carried into the Mouth of 
the Womb ; of which intheir Place. 


{ 


fn 
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An Explanation of Figure V1. 


aa Vhe two Sertebre. 


bb The Circle, reprefenting the place of the Belly. 


¢¢ The Womb well placed, in which the Infant 
fits well feated, before it falls with its Head 
downwards. 
dd The Hip-Bones, or the Bones called Liam. 
-eé¢ The Bones called Off Pubis. 
f The Acetabula or Cavities, in which the Heads 
of the Thigh-bone are turned. , 
g The Seat-bones. 3 | 
b The Infant fitting in the Womb, before it falls 
with its Head downwards. + aaa 


An Explanation of Figure Vile 


aa The Vertebre of the Back. 

b b A Circle reprefenting the place of the Belly. 

c¢ The Womb in which the Infant fits pre-pofte- 

routly. 

dd TheHip-bones, or thofe called Offa lium. 

ee The Offa Pulis. 

f f The Cavities of the Hip-bone. 

gg The Seat-bones. 

hb The Infantin the Womb. 

zg The Umbilical Vein. 

k TheSecundine or Placenta of the Womb, cal- 
led the After-birth. 


~ 


~ 


The Explanation of Figure VIIt. 


aa Two Vertebre of the Loins or Back. 

b 6 The Circle reprefenting the Belly. 

¢ ¢ The Circumference of the Womb, in which 
the Infant may be {een. 

dd The Bones of the lium, or Hip-bone. 

ee The Of@ Pudis. 


ff The | 
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f The Cavities or 4cetabula, inwhich the Heads 

of the Thigh-bones are turned. 

gg The Sedentaria or Seat-bones. _ | 

4 An Infant well turned in the Womb, with its — 
Back forwards, its Head downwards in the Pel- 
vis, and its Buttocks upwards. } 

# The Head of the Infant in the Paffage. 

k& The Navel-ftring. | ! 

Z The Placenta; in the Bottom of the Womb. 


An Explanation of Figure IX. 


aaaaaa_Six Vertebre of the Back or Loins. 
-6 b The Circle reprefenting the Belly. 

¢ The Placeof the Navel. 

dd The Womb well placed, in which the Infant is 
feen from one Side. 

e Oneof the Bones of the Os Zium, or Coxendicis, 
called the Hip-bone. , | 

f The City or Acetabulum in which the Head of 
the Thigh-bone is turned. | 

g One of the Bones of the Offa Pudis. 

4 b The Seatebones. 

i The hindmoft bending of the Os Sacrum, hanging | 
out a little. | 

k The Infant well turned in the Womb. 

I The Navel-ftring. 

wm. The Head cf the Infant more clearly reprefented 
inthe Mouth of the Womb, than the Struéture 
of the Bones admits, that it may bethe better 
feen; otherwife the Head of the Os Coxendicis or 
Hip-bone, would for the moft patt cover the 
Head of the Infant. 

a The Placenta or the Secundines. 


A further Explanation of the VINX. and 1X. Figures. 
The eighthand ninth Figures thew two Infants 


well turned in Wombs well placed, only with this 
Difference; 
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Difference, that the eighth Figure fhews the Womb 
reverfed with the Infant with its Back towards us ; 
and the fame Figure reprefents. the Infant with its 
Head fallen down into the Pe/vis; but by that we 
cannot fee how much the bottom of the Womb is 
diftant from the Vertebre of the Loins, for from this 
Figure only, one that judges will eafily think, that 
the bottom of the Womb is placed clofe to the 
Loins or Back of the Woman, though the thing 
is not fo; but on the contrary, the Bottom of it 
at the upper Part,’ is further diftant from the Ver- 
tebre of the Loins, and is rather placed about the 
Navel ; which that it may appear more plainly to 
the Reader, we have drawn the fame Figure 
Side-ways, as appears in, the ninth Figure in 
which the bottom of the Womb is fcen about the 
Navel, sy 

Here it is to be noted, that each of thefe Fi- 
gures reprefents the moft convenient Pofture of the 
Womb and Infant, and their beft Turning, fothat 
they may be brought forth in a pure natural Birth 3 
for the Matters being ordered, .as thefe Figures 
fhew, the Infants are carried into the Cavity of the 
Pelvis by their own Weight, and prefsthe Mouth 
of the Womb withtheir Weight, forcing their Paf- 
fage, that upon the Force of the leaft Pains, they 
may be brought forwards and quite thruft out; be- 
caufe noneof the Bones area hindrance to that Pofi- 

_ tionof the Womb and Infant, to delay the Birth of it. 
- What Wonderis itthen, that an eafy Birth fhould 
enfue fuch a convenient Pofture of the Womb and 
Infant? Nor is there any need to attribute any thing 
_ to the occult Wifdom of Nature, or the Endeavours 
of the Infant; by which the one fhould feek its Paf- 
fage out, or the other aflift it, as it was formerly 
faid. Thefe things follow of Neceflity, as much 
as that two Units added to two make four, or as 
a ftrait Body put into a ftrait Tube length-ways, 
tends downward by its own Weight, or forced c - 

5 . scale 
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leaft Depreffion eafily penetrates; fo fuch Infants by 
their own Gravity pafs betwixt the Bones into the 
Neck of the Womb, which is eafily dilated by the — 
Force of prefling Pains ; and though fometime the 
Os Coccygis may in fome meafure refift, yet that 
Difficulty is commonly removed by the Head of 
the Infant, fo that by thatmeansit iseafily brought — 
forth. 

Some perhaps may ask, whether, when the © 
Womb and Infant are well placed and turned, a dif- _ 
ficult Birth may never fucceed? Or whether fome 
other Caufes may not render the Birth difficult ? 
To whichwe anfwer, That a convenient Pofture 
of the Womb and Infant alone, cannot produce a 
natural Birth, but all the reft, which we have pro- 
pofed in this XXIII. Chapter are requifite like- _ 
wife; yet itis certain, that when there ts this con- 
venient Pofition of the Womb and Infant, moft 
commonly there isan eafy Birth. | 

Moreover here it is to be noted, that when 
there is this convenient Pofition of the Womb and 
Infant, fuch as the eighth and ninth Figures repre- 
fent: If the Pains of the Mufcles of the Thorax and 
Abdomen contracted on every Side, ftraighten and 
comprefs the Womb, then the Humours in which 
the Fetus {wims, mutt needs make a great preffure 
upon the Mouth of the Womb, and flow out 
through the fame. It is further to be noted, if the 
Mouth of the Womb bethinand foft, and the Bor- 
ders of the Pelvis narrower, then the Mouth of the - 
Womb isenlargedby the Waters, fothat the great- 
eft part’ of the Infant’s Head is naked before it is © 
quite fallen down to the Mouth of the Womb; 
but if the upper part of the Pelvis is larger, and 
the Mouth of the Womb ftiffer and harder, the 
Infant will flide down with its Head into the Pelvis 
yet the Mouth of the Womb will be but a little 
open; for when the Thorax and Abdomen are con- 
tracted, the Pains only comprefs the Womb in 
| | | every 
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every Side with a general Depreffure, excepting only 
its acuminated Part, which now begins in fome 
mea{ure to penetrate into the Pe/vis, and therefore 
it is not outwardly prefs’d open ; but the Humours 
contained in the Womb, or rather in the Mem- 
braries of the Secuindine make an Impreffion inwarde 
ly on the Mouth of the Womb, and fince nothin 
refifts below, it muft needs be opened by that rele 
fure, fince in the mean while, the Neck of the 
Womb is held together by the narrownefs of the 
Pelvis; but the Womb being neither hindred nor 
{topped by the narrower Borders of the Pelvis, ig 
prefently preffed down by the fharp Pains, till it is 
{topped by tlie Edge of the Os Sacrum, and the nare 
rownefs of the Privities 3 im which Place at the 
Jaft the Humours prefs the Mouth of the Womb 
with their whole Force, fo that it is opened, and 
daily more dilated, tillat laft, even the Membrane 
is broke, and the Humours flow out, and the Fee 
tus in alittle time after isthruftout without much 
Pain. And it is further to be noted by the by, 
which elfewhere we fhall more largely explain, 
that allowing this right Pofition of the Womb and 
Infant, it may eafily happen without any great En- 
deavours betwixt the Pains, that the Woman in 
Labour may have a falling downof the Womb and 
its Vagina or Neck, viz. If the Pelvis be too large 
in Proportion tothe Womb, and what is contained 
in it; moreover if the Mouth of the Womb be 
thick and hard, and the Privities being loofe, are eafie 
ly dilated. The Pains promifcuoufly prefs down eve- 
ty Thing; the Pelvis, by reafon of its Greatnefs does: 
not keepthe Womb up; nothing ftopsit, befides the 
Os Coccygis, and the narrownels of the Privities, 
which except they ftopp’dit, it would break out 
of the Body with a fudden Force; fince then the 
Os Coceygis eafily gives way, and the Privities may 
be dilated, the Womb with the Head of the 
Infant falls out of the Body fo far, that the 
mt H Ligae 
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Ligaments, and the Neck of the Womb are very 
much extended and enlarged, and after the Birth 
can {carce be reftored to their Places, or remain there, 
being always apt to fall down again by their own — 
Weight. But what is to done by the Midwife 
to prevent this Mifchief, or to remove it, we fhall 
fhew in its proper Place; it is fufficient in this 
Place, only to take notice of it., 

But thofethat think the Womb, in the time of 
Birth, to be as thin as a diftended Bladder, I 
would ask in this Place, If Women fuddenly, and 
without violent handling bring forth the Fetus and ' 
Secundine, why then does not the Bottom of the 
Womb falldown, invert or flip out along withthe 
Fetus? For at that time there is room cnough, 
and it would certainly be fo, if it was not thicker 
than a diftended Bladder. Perhaps they will an- 
{wer, that by reafon of the fudden Contraction, it 
cannot fall down or be inverted, and becaufe it is 
compreffed again laterally according to the Lengths 
but I anfwer, that thefuddennefsof the Birth does 
not admit the Womb, by its fudden Contraction, 
to refift the Compreffure of the Guts, forcing it 
to fall and flide down, and that the Impreffion 
does not prefs fo much on the Sides as from above, 
onthe Bottom of the Womb ; therefore unlefs the 
Thicknefs would hinder, it muft fuddenly fall 
- down aad be inverted, which truly happens, if by 
drawing the Navel-ftring unwarily below, and like- 
wife prefling down the Inteftines above, it is forced 
to fall down, fo that it is perceived in the Entrance 
like a Head, becaufe then the Inteftines fall down 
upon the Womb and fill it; upon which intolera- 
ble Pains and fudden Death enfues, unlefs it be 
prefently reftored by a skillful Hand to its proper 
Place. Therefore young Midwives may obferve 
by this Cafe, of how much ule the thicknefs of the 
Womb is, efpecially inits Bottom ; and thoughthe — 
Bottom being thin, likea diftended Bladder, would 

5 not 
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not fall nor be inverted, yetit muft needs after fuch 
a fudden Birth ; and being fo folded together, it 
would quite fall into the Cavity of the Pelvis, 
which fometimes, though feldom, happens, viz. if 
it be very thin; for then it may be folded about 
one’s Hand like 4 Neckcloth, neither is its Cons 
traction fo fudden and eafie; which is not fatisfaéto- 
ry to me ; for had rather fuppofe, that ic kept 
its ufual Form; and be truly contracted _prefently 
after Birth, and not be fhut up contraéted about 
the Hand; becaufe then a great many fewer Symp: 
toms might be feared. 


@ HOA Boo acny: 
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of @ preter-natural or difficult Birth in Lea 


. or the moft eafie Birth, where there is little Bus. 
nefs for a Midwife, for Nature herfelf perfectly 
performing her own Work, there is lefs Occafion for 
Art or external Means. We {hall now fay fomeé 
_ thing of that Birth which requires Art and Affift- 
ance, where young Midwives are to be informed, 
in what Way Art affifts Nature, or wholly does 
the Work, which Nature does not regard, hiri- 
dered with various Obftacles. And fince thofe 
Hindrances offer themfelves feveral Ways, and it 
is neceflary for young Midwivesto know how they 
may behave themfelves upon any Occafion; that 
they may affift the Woman in Labour and the In- 
fant ; we, asmuch as lies in our Power, fhall pro-° 
pote all Cafes in their proper Order, every where 
_diftinétly fhewing,; how a Midwife may be better 
_ informed of the State of Things, and be able to 
perform every Thing required of her. 
ERIS EIS Aba = ten And | 


I N the foregoing Chapter we {poke of anatural 
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And firft, I would have the young Midwives - 
admonifhed once and again, that I fuppofe, that 
they know well enough whatever is to be done, whe- 
ther by the Touch, or any other Method, by which 
they may endeavour to bring forth an Infant; that 
inthe firft Place their Nails are to be clipped fhort, 
even and fmooth, and the Fingers of their Hands 
as oft as they ufe them, always befmeer’d with 
Oil, Fat, or Butter, that what is to be done, may 
be done more commodioufly and with lefs Danger, 
which I fhall not always repeat upon every occafion. 
T would have them admonifhed likewife, that in my 
Opinion whatever Difficulties in Labour Midwives 
may be called to, it is not lawful for them to take 
off the Member of a Child, without, nor with Inftru- 
ments, nor to extract it with Hooks or other Inftru- 
ments; for the various oblique Situation, either of 
the Womb or Fetus never requires it: Therefore 
fuch Praétices are not only to be rejected by Mid- 
wives, but even by Surgeons that practife Mid- 
wifery, whofe Work it ought to be, and not Mid- 
wives, if Neceflity required it. "Towards the End 
of this Book I fhall mention the Ufe of Inftruments, 
which is very feldom or never to be brought into — 


Praétice. 


CHAP. XXV. 


Of a Difficult Birth proceeding from generat. 
or particular ‘Diftempers. 


Difficult Birth owes its Original, either to 

the Mother, or the Infant, or the Midwife. 

It is occafioned by the Mother, if fhe is troubled 
with general or particular Diftempers, or an ill 
ftruéture of Body, or fome fingular Fault of the 
Genital Parts; a Woman by along Fever, an Epi- — 
lepfy, a Dropfy, an Intemperies of her Stomach, 
OF 
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‘or fome other Difeafe, may fo farlofe her Strength, 
that fo little of it is left when fhe is ready to bring 
forth her Infant, that fheis notable to bear, and en- 
deavour with her Pains to bring forth her Child 5 
which may makethe Birth flow, and delay it, and 
the Midwife is obliged to take more Pains in help- 
ing herthan others who have Strength of Nature 
to f{trive with their Pains to eafe and promote the 
Birth. In fome Women the Birth may be hindred 
by a fudden particular Diftemper, as the Cholick, 
Paininthe Loins, the Stone, Vomiting, Convulfi- 
ons, immoderate Fluxes, a Diarrhea, or other par= 
ticular Accidents, all which, more or lefs hinder 
the Labour, according tothe Violence or Declina- 
tion of a Diftemper. 
Therefore, how thofe general Infirmities or Dif 
eafes, and their Seeds may be taken away, isthe 
Concern of the Woman with Child, as muchas lies 
in her Power, that by the Ufe of Medicines fhe 
may recover her Health; but that isthe Bufinefs of 
a prudent Phyfician, and not of a Midwife, whom 
it does not become to undertakethat Work. We 
fay the fame of Diftempers, with which Women 
with Child are feized before or about the Time of 
Birth, where a Midwife is to apply herfelf toa 
prudent Phyfician, by whofe Advice the Woman 
1s to be handled; fo that in this Place, Matters be- 
ing in {uch a State, there isno Occafion for my Di- 
rection. Only this I could wifh, that the Mid- 
wife would affift fuch Women gently and faithfully, 
and handle them kindly and cautioufly, and ufe all 
Diligence to make the Infant’s Paffage loofe and flip- 
_ pery, and if there is Occafion, to retain and re- 
{train the Mouth of the Womb, and to comfort 
the Woman with kind Words, and encourage her. 
The Women that ftand by ought to take a great 
deal of Care that the Cold may not offend her, 
and to recruit her with ftrengthening Meats, and 
fuch Medicines as the Phyfician prefcribes. 
H ae And 
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And if Midwives aflift Women fubje&t to the 
Cramp, Convulfions, E:pilepfies,immoderate Fluxes, 
or fainting Fits, whofe Infants offer themfelves ill 
turned, let them not then delay their Time in 
directing the Head of the Infant into the Month of 
the Womb; but on the Contrary, the Mouth of 
the Womb being already in fome meafure open, 
if a long and difficult Labour is expeéted, by any 
‘means let them try to break the Membranes, (af 
they are not already broke) and draw out the Fe- 
tus by the Feet; the manner of which we fhall 
hereafter deliver. | cs | 

I fhould alfothink it advifeable, where Phyfici- 
ans are at hand, that Midwives fhould never ad- 
minifter a Medicine to a Woman in Labour, with- 
out the Knowledge and Approbation of a Phyfi- 
cian; nor does it ever become them to do others 
wife, if they have a regard to their Confcience; 
but in the Country, where it cannot be otherwife, 
a Midwife is obliged, as much as fhe can, to ufe 
her beft Endeavours to affift them, yet her Hand | 
will afford a great deal of Affiftance. 

_ Thofe that are ill fhaped, as round Shouldered, 
Crooked, and for that, or other Reafons Afth- 
matick, or notto be foon placed on the Seat, but 
till they are a little better, let. them walk or ftand, 
being held up by fomebody, till the Infant is 
brought forward for Birth, and ready to be brought 
forth; but Care is to be taken, left it fall onthe 
Ground. When they are to be placed upon the 
Chair, the upper Part of their Body is to be kept 
up the higher, that they may rather fit than lye, 
that they may breathe the eafier, except the Sirua- 
ey of the Womb or Infant require fomething 
ene. | 
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Of the Utenfils which the Midwife carries 
with her, either in the Country, or wn the 
City. | 


Midwife who lives in the City, is to be fur- 

A nifhed -with a commodious and well made 
Chair or Stool, for the Ufe of Women in Labour, 
in which, as Occafion requires, the Women may fit 
or lie down in any manner, whether it be an eafie 
ora difficult Birth. Such a Chair may be feen 
defcribed in the following Figure XIII. For in a 
Chair fo perforated, Women may much more com- 
modioufly bring forth, than in an ordinary Chair, 
a Bed orfhortCouch; and Midwives may do their 
Duty more conveniently. | 

A Country Midwife fhould always have with 
her a Bladder fixed to a Box or an Ivory Pipe, 
_ which fhe may ufe inftead of a Pewter Siphon, to 
inje& a Clyfter, if the Woman hath occafion for it, 
for {uch Bladders are more eafily. carried along with ~ 
them, and are more commodious for giving a Clyiter, 
than Pewter Siphons, She ought always to have 
along with her fome dried Herbs alfo, to boil for 
aClyfter, if there is Occafion, though it is not al- 
ways neceffary to prepare it of Herbs, fince another 
Kind of Cly{ters may be ufed, the Compofition of 
which we fhall thew. sie : 


What the Injettion of a Chyferis, and bow it is done, 


Becaufe moft Country Midwives know not what 
a Clyfter, or the irettion of it is, or how it is 
done, and I am fufficiently acquainted with the 
- miferable Condition of Country People, which for- 
merly T have learned through the Courfe of a great 
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many Years, being often with them in extreme Dan- 
ger and by the Afliftance of God have been inftrumen; 
tal inpreferving the Life (when there feemed to be _ 
little Hopes of it) of themfelves or their Infants,and: 

fometiines of both, being moved to it through Pity 
or Love; | fhall therefore, as exactly as I can, in- 
form sal Country Midwives, or other Young 
ones, how aClyfter is to be prepared, boiled, and 
how it is to be givento thofethatareil], = 


What a Clyfter is. 


A Clyfter is a Decoétion or Compound Liquor, 
fit to be injeéted into the ftrait Gut of a Woman, 
whether it is done by a Bladder fixed to a Pipe, 
or by A compofed of any convenient Mat- — 
ter: In Cities moft commonly Tin Siphons are — 
made ufe of, but I think Bladders more conveni- 
ent for feveral Reafons ; but every one may ule 
their Pleafure. A uteees SS cba ean oe 


An Explanation of Figure X. 


Fig. 10. Shews the Form of a Boxen Clyfter- Pipe, 
in its perfect bignefs, thicknefs, and length, {uch as 
is made ufe of to a full grown Perfon. This Pipe 
from one end to the other is hollow. : 


- @ Is properly the round Pipe aboye the Letter 4, 
- perforated in the Side with a great many. Holes ; 
that when the foremoft Hole is ftopped with 
Excrements, the Liquor may flow out through 

the other Holes. This Pipe iscommonly thruft 
into the Body from the Top 4, even to the Let~ 

ter 4, or higher if the Excrements admit. 

& The perforated End of the Pipe. 

¢ The hindmoft Part, to which the Bladder is tied, 

and that the Bladder may be fixed the fafter to 
it, is itturned with {mall Nicks, that the Thread, 

ERR : with 
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with which the Bladder is tied, may ftick the 
fafter. | 


a The Place where moft Pipes being divided, cons 
 fift of two Parts; then in the lower part ¢ the 


lefs Pipe is placed, which is fixed into a Pipe a, 
the Ufe of this is, if the Pipe 2 be obftruéted 
in the Fore-part, at the Letter J, then the Pipe @ 
may be drawn out and cleanfed, fo that there 
is no Occafion to loofe the Bladder. But this 
Conveniency is joined with an Inconveniency : 
For thefe Pipes being fixed into one another, 
may cafily be loofe and give way. I have ufed 
both Sorts, but prefer thofe that are entire, and 
every one may chufe, as they have a Mind. 


Figure XI, 


abcd The fame Boxen-Pipe as before, but of a 


~ 


lefs Size, for wantof Room: To this Pipea Blad-_ 
der is fixed; the lefs Bullocks Bladders are moft 
commodious and firm. 

The Bladder of the Letter e, tied to a Pipe wi 

a {mall String, whichis donethus; the Neck of 
the Bladder being a little wet, cut it off fo far, that 
you may eafily put your Hand into it; then the 
bottom of the Bladder being inwardly applied 
to the lower end of the Pipe, invert it, thatis, turn 
the infide outwards, holding the Pipe in the mean 


- time faft in the fame Place, then tie the Bladder 


faft, and the String being five or fix times turned 
round, tieit faft, or it willeafily be loofened; the 
bottom of the Bladder being tied clofe to the Pipe, 
perforate it three or four Times, that the Liquor 
may flow through thofe Holes into the Pipes 
and then turn the Bladder again, which being 


_ faft to the Pipe, hangs down, asthis XIth Figure 


fhews. 


fi 


et 
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f Is the loweft Part of the Bladder cut through, 
in which it appears, where the Liquor of the 
- Clyfter is poured in. 


Figure MIE 


abcd ts the fame Pipe defcribed in a lefs Form. 

e f Are the two Heads of the Ligature, which tie 
the Bladder, left the Liquor poured into it fhould 
flow out. : 

g The Body of the Bladder full of Liquor, and tied 

together below with the Ligature 2, 

# The loweft Part of the Bladder hanging down un- 
der the Ligature. | 


But a Clyfter is to be given to a Woman in La- 
bour only for this Purpofe, that fhe may go to 
Stool, and empty the Guts of the thicker Excre- 


" ments, that the Paflage may be free, and the Ac- 


cidents prevented, which proceed from the Coftive- 
nefs of the Belly; or elfe to this Purpofe, to ex- 
cite dull Pains. A Woman ready for Labour, if 
fhe hath not gone to Stool for a Day or two, or 
three, and it be perceived by the Touch, there is | 
no Reafon to the contrary, but it is very neceffary 
to give her a Clyfter as foon as poffible, that fhe 
may ‘go to Stool; and that without any great 
Trouble or Charge, may be thus done. 7 
Take of Wheat-Bran one Handful, boil it 
alone, or with Flowers of Camomile, one Handful 


ina Pint and a half of Rain-Water, to one Pint 


of Water, ftrain them through a Linen-Cloth, or 
Sieve; add two Spoonsful of Sugar, Honey or Black 


| Syrup, which is next at Hand, and a Pinch of 


Salt. If this does not purge, again ftrain the In- 
gredients once more, and thus a Clyfter may be 
made fit for Injection, . : 


O§% 
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Or take about a Pint of new Milk, let it juft 
- boil, thentaking it from the Fire, add two Spoons- 
ful of coarfe Sugar, Syrup or Honey, and a Pinch 
of common Salt, mix it well, and ftrain it, and 
it will be fit for ufe: Add, if you will, fome Spoons- 
ful of Oil of Turnips or Olives. | 

But if the Woman is troubled with Wind, and 
you have a Mind to make the Cly {ter Carminative,. 
boilalong with Milk, Annifeeds, or fweet Fennel, or 
Levifticum, which the Midwife is always to carry 
about her; or a Clyfter may be prepared, as we 
faid, with Sugar and Salt. 

But if there be occafion for a Clyfter, not only - 
to purge the Belly, but alfo to excite Pains, itmay 
be prepared thus. Take of the Tops of Worm- 
wood, the fmalleft Leaves of Savin, cut fmall;. 
Flowers of Motherwort and Camomile, of each one 
Handful ; Seeds of Levifticum,Fennel, and Annifeeds 
each half a Spoonful; boil all ina Pint and half 
of Rain-Water, till a third Part be wafted, and 
{train it, add one or two Spoonfuls of Honey or 
Sugar with a little Salt; diffolve them all together, © 
and if the Sugar is not fufficiently purged, ftrain it 


once again, and a Clyfter will be ready. 


But that you may know, how the Matter istobe 
managed, take the Bladder fixed to the Pipe, and tie 
the fame near the Pipe, clofe with one of the Strings 
or Ligatures (as you may fee Figure XII, Letters 
ef) yet with that Caution, that you do not turn 
_ the String or Ligature twice, but only once round 
_ the Bladder, nor tie it of a firm Knot, but only a 
loofe one, fo that by drawing one end of the Liga- 


ture, the Knot may be loofe, and the Liquor may 


flow or be fqueezed out, for nothing but that Knot 
ought to ftop the Liquor from flowing out when 
it is poured in, or the Pipe is thruft into the ftrait 
Gut. When the Clyfter is poured in, the Bladder 
is to be tied below with another String or Ligature 
twice or thrice turned about, making every ifs a 
! | : ieee pes not 
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Knot tied faft, and at laft double, to make it 
firmer. The Bladder being thus filled with the 
Clyfter, and tied with a Ligature above and below, 
the Pipe is to be befmeared with Butter or Oil, 
and thruft cautioufly into the ftrait Gut; I fay cau- 
tioufly, for not only the Hands but the Eyes 
are to be made ufe of, fo that the Buttocks being 
feparated with the Fingers of one Hand, diftend- 
ing the 4xzus, the Pipe is gently to be put in with 
the other, abouta Finger’s Length, if the Excre- 
ments retained, or what otherwife might hinder, 
willadmit. 
~ But I would admonith young Midwives, that 
they would be very cautious before they give a 
Clyfter, that it be not too hot or too cold; for if 
by too much Heat it fhould burn, it would be the 
Death of the Woman, as Examples teftify; and 
too much Cold would not only fruftrate the wifhed 
for Effect, but would occafion a great deal of Mif- 
chief; but there is lefs Danger in being too cold 
than too hot; therefore hold the Bladder betwixt 
the Balls of both Hands, and when it is full, prefs 
it gently with both Hands, and hold it till you 
have counted about Fifty; and if it is not trouble- 
fome to hold it thus betwixt your Hands, nor the 
Heat is too violent and troublefome, there will be 
no danger of Burning; oravhen the Bladder is fil- 
led witha Clyfter, hold it to your Cheek, and one 
of your Eyes when fhut, and if the Heat be ra- 
ther pleafant than troublefome, you may truft it, 
and fafely inject the Clyfter; the Heat will beright, 
__ if it be a little more than warm, and juft hot, like 
Milk or warm Broth, which may be drunk con- 
veniently without blowing or Burning. © 
W henthe Midwife hath put the Ripe into the 4uus_ - 
or ftrait Gut, let her loofe the Knot near the Pipe, 
by drawing the Head of it, but warily without fha- 
king or moving it much, which would make it pain« 
ful; when the Knot is untied, take the Bladder bes 
. } (1 eae 
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twixt both Hands, and by gently preffing of it, let 
it difcharge; I fay gently, and not too faft, that 
the Liquor may have time to difperfe itfelf in the 
Body, without afflicting the Perfon with a fudden 
Heat, of which fhe would complain, if too great. 
Nor ought a Midwife to be ignorant, that one can 
bear Heat better than another, therefore the Senfe 
of the Perfon not well, is tobe regarded; but the 
_ Bladder is not to be quite emptied by preffing it 
. together, left the Air that is in it fhould be fquee- 

zed into the Body likewife; nor let her think, that 
fhe is obliged to prefs all the Liquor in; for fome 
People have avery tender Senfe, fo that they can- 
not receive it all, but are apt to force it back again 5 
therefore every Thing is to be done with Judg- 
ment and Difcretion. When the Liquor is prefled 
in, draw out the Pipe gently, applying a warm 
Cloth, through which you may firftdraw and then 
wipe the Pipe, taking hold of it by the other Hand, 
applying alfo the Cloth to the Breech, large enough 
«to lay underthe Perfon, when fhe lies down four or 

eight-fold, till fhe is forced to go to Stool, left in 
_ the mean Time fhe fhould foul the Bed; but let 
one End of the Cloth hang out of the Bed, that af- 
ter the Clyfter is given, the Pipe may be wiped 
clean; a dirty Sheet or Table-Cloth may ferve for 
this Purpofe, or any thing elfe that is next at hand, 
if the good Wife is f{carce of Linen. 

When the Clyfter is tobe given, let the Woman, 
as may be moft convenient, lie on either Side with her 
Body alittle raifed; not fitting too far into the Bed, 
that the Pipe may be more conveniently put into the 
Anus: Some Women putit into the Azus with their 
own Hand, with lefs Pains than another can do; and 
if they can, let them do it; but ifthey cannot, it is 
the Midwife’s Duty. 

When this is done, a Clofe-ftool, or a Bafon, 
or a common Chair is to be in readinefs, for the 
Woman to fit on, and the Midwife is to be near, 

to 
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to aflift and enquire how Things go, left the Child 
thould be caft forth, together with the Excrements 5 
and for this Reafon, left this Accident fhould hap- 
pen, 2 Woman ready to fallin Labour, fhould ne- 
ver have the Liberty to go to a Vault. 

The Bladder being untied and wafhed, is to be 
ftretched out, and the Pipe being hanged by the » 
Ligature, is to be dried; which afterwards, if you 
have occafion to ufe it, muft be moiftened a little; 
thatit may be foft and pliable. The leffer Bullocks 
Bladders, or if you cannot get them, a Swine’s 
Bladder, not too much blown with Wind, are moft 
fit for this Purpofe. 

Further, the Midwife is to be furnifhed with a) 
fharp Pair of Sciffars; to cut off the Navel-{tring 
when the Child is brought forth; alfo fhe mutt 
have a foft Thread four double, to tie the Umbi- 
lical Vein; as alfo fome Onions, if by chance the 
Infant happens to faint after Birth, which being. 
bruifed are to be held to the Noftrils; or a little 
Wine, if any be at hand, is to be putinto the No- 
ftrils, Eyes or Ears, to roufe up Life, if there be 
any in it. It will be convenient alfo to have a 
hard Hair Brufh, with which fhe may rub the 

- Soles of the Infant’s Feet when it faints, tq try if 
it be alive or dead.. She ought alfo to have along: 
with her, ftroag white Rowlers or Linen fwath- 
ing Bands, two or three Fingers breadth, and 
about half, or a Yard long, which, if there be | 
occafion, they may ufe in drawing our the Fetus. 
Some Surgeons who practife Midwifery, very much 
commend a Syphonor Pipe, with which in time of © 
Labour they inject Oil every way into the Internal 
Parts of the Body, which thofe that pleafe may 
ufe; but I think not thofefo neceflary, nor do Iufe 
them; and notwithftanding IT have performed my 
Duty even in the moft difficult Birth 5 if the Hand ~ 
is well oiled, it will oil the Paflage fufficiently on 
every Side, where it touches; a Midwife may ie 

| and 
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_ and above ufe a Cloth or Sponge, with which the 
may anoint every Part as far as fhe can reach; 
and thofe who have a Mind to make ufe of a Sy- 
phon, I fhall not contradic: them. 


An Explanation of the Chair, perforated for the Ufe 
of Women in Labour. | 


a,The upper Part of the Back in the Chair, up- 
on which the Woman in Labour lies with her 
Back or Loins, or refteth herfelf by leaning on it, 
ech therefore properly is called the Support of 

rop. 

This Prop, or Support, is fixed firmly behind — 
with two Hinges, one Hinge being near the Seat at _ 
the Letter 4, but the other lies hid behind the 
right Door; by the Help of thefe Hinges, the Prop 
may be let down upon a Level,to fuftain and hold u 
which, I have furnifhed this Chair with back Parts 
perforated, through which Perforations’ I pafs an 
Tron Rod going through both the back Parts; on — 
which the Prop leans higher or lower, as the Wo= | 
man in Labour wants to fit or lie down. 

6 The lower Part of the Back of the Chair, 
which always remains immoveable, to which the 
_ upper Part a, and the Side Doors ee are faftned by 
_ Hinges, fo that the Doors may fhut and clofe 

upon one another, to which Purpofe the Hinges 
_ muft carefully be fitted. MV. 8B. Tothe fame Chair 
_ belong two back Pofts, which are not feen here, — 
_ and can be placed'upon one another after the fame 
- manner as thofe before; thefe two PoftsI havenot 
_reprefented, to avoid Confufion ; they are altogether 
equal to the foremoft, buta little lighter; and notonly — 
__ by means of the Holes, and Iron Rods which pals 
_ through them, ferve to {upport the Prop, but alfo 

-make the Foundation of the Chair firm, that it 

_ cannot ftagger or fall backwards; befides they ferve 

Anftead of Bed-ftaves, when the Prop is laid wale 
i an 
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and the upper Part of the Woman’s Body is let 

down lower than the inferior Part; then they 
rop the Pillows, that the Woman may lie down 

| said eae them, all one as in a Couch or Pallet 

Bed. | 

¢ One of the Hinges, which is lower near the 
Ground; but the other belonging to this Door 
(for each hath two) lies hid under the Seat. 

The Prop is a Foot and a half broad, and two 
Foot long, the lower Part of the Back of the Chair 
is of the fame Breadth and Height, that is; onevery 
Side a Foot and a half Square. 7 

dd The perforated Seat on which the Woman 
fits, before trom one broader Extreme than the 
other, is two Foot broad, and behind near the 
Prop, where it is narrower, it is a Foot and a half 
broad: This perforated Seat made of a ftrong 
Oaken Board, is covered on the upper Side with 
Cloth ftuffed with Horfe-hair, that it may be full 
and foft; below it is made firm with ftrong Iron 
Plates two Fingers broad, hammered out and fitted 
to the Wood, and faftened with rivetted Nails; to 
this Iron two ftrong Hinges are faftened, that it 
may move, and be lifted up before, and let down 
near the Letters dd, and fo when the Prop is 
lowered, the Seat is lifted up, that the Woman may 
reft her whole Body; in the Fore-part to each end 
is fixed an Iron, with a crooked and obtufe Point 
like a Hook, which flides upon the Iron i, fixed 
faft to the Side Door ¢, by which the Seat is fixed | 
to the Door, and likewife the Door to the Seat; ” 
after the fame manner the other End of the Seat 
is faftened to the other Side Door, fo that both, 
by the Mediation or Help of this Seat, ftand upon 
a firm Bottom. This Seat being made like a pair 
of Spectacles, Ivery feldom ufe, becaufe I thought 
it too narrow inthe Fore-part; nor does it admit, 
as it ought, fufficient Room for a Woman who is 
troubled with a difficule Labour, and therefore I 

hea chiefly 
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chiefly ufe the other Figure XIV. which is broader 
in the Fore-part, but narrower behind. 

ee The two foremoft Sides, a Foot and a half 
high, and a Foot and four Inches broad. To thefe 
foremoit Sides above the Letters ff an Iron Tube 
or Pipe is fixed, in which a {mooth and {quare 
Piece of Iron moves, perforated below with a great 
many Holes, receiving a {mall Pin, which rifes 
out of the Iron which goes betwixt, thrufting the 
Pin into one of the Holes; out of this Iron which 
turns back or refults out of the Ironin the Middle, 
an Iron Knob ftarts out marked Letter £3; which 
when it is preffed down, the Iron which turns back 
with the Pin alfo is depreffed, and then the perfo- 
rated Iron is moved forward or backwards, as there 
is Occafion. The Intent of this Motion, is, that 
_ by this Means the Arms gg, fixed to that perfora- 
ted Iron, may be removed aoe or placed nearer, 
as the Woman’s Arms are longer or fhorter: As foon 
as you loofe the little Knob & the Pin is received 
in one of the Holes, and the Iron as well as the 
Arm is made faft, fo that it cannot be moved one 
Way or the other. 

g Two Arms, which the Woman in Labour 
holds in her Hand, and may lean-uponthem with 
all her Strength. | 

b The Place where the Seat is faftened to the 
Prop, by a Hinge; the Hinges which faften the 
Seat to it, being before towards the Seat, but thofe 
_ which faften the Seat together, are placed behind. 
The foremoft Hinges of the Seat are faftened toge- 
_ ther with longer Iron-pins, which by two little 

‘Chains are fattened to the Pofts, left they fhould 
be loft; but the Pins of the Prop remain fixed in 
the Hinges, fince there feldom is Occafion to draw 


- them out. 


1. The Iron fixed to the other Door, behind 
which the End of the Seat or its Hook, is moved 
up and down; to this ay a Pin is fixed through 
. aot _ the 
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the Holes bored in this Iron, and an Iron Pin 1s" 
fixed in the Holes, which ftand out before the 
Tron, to fix the Seat higher or lower as there is 
Occafion. 

k The Knob or Button to the Iron, which re- 
fults or bends backwards; by which that with its 
Pin is deprefled, if the Arms or Elbows are to be 
thruft forwards or backwards. 


Figure XIV. N. 1. 


Another Seat likewife fitted to the Chair, alto- 
gether of the fame Bignefs with the other, which 
is feen in the Chair, only otherwife formed in cut- 
ting it out; this is moft commodious for a diffi- 
cult Birth, where there is moft Occafion fora Mid- 
wife’s Work, in which, bythismeansthereismore 
Liberty to come to the Woman, and the Motion ~ 
of the Hands is lefs hindered. | 

N. 2. A Stovedeeper thanthe common one, (of 
this Kind two fhould be in readinefs) hollowed 
above, without Holes, of an oval Form in Length, © 
that Bags filled with heated Sand may be laid up- 
on it, and the Feet cherifhed, to avoid the Smell 
inthe Chamber occafioned by Coals and Stoves ; 
but if any one had rather have Fire, it may be 
put intoa Clofe-ftool on which they fit, for within 
it is like others, but oughtto be fomething higher, ~ 
becaufe it is convenient for Women in Labour fit- » 
ting ona Chairto have their Knees higher. \ 


A further Explanation of the Chair, perforated for 
| Women in Labour. 


All the Parts of this Chair being illuftrated, it. 
is not amifs to obferve, what Difference there is — 
betwixt this and other Chairs for that Purpofe, 
which at the firft Sight, feem to differ very little, 
‘therefore their Difference is to be explained a little 

_ more 
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more diligently, that it may be the better known. 
Young Midwives therefore, and thofe that practife 
Midwifery, are to Note; that as to the Woman’s 
Part who isin Labour, all the Strength in Bearing, fo 
as to promote the Birth of the Infant, is chiefly 
placed in this, that whilft the Pains are upon her, 
there is a great Preflure on the Womb, violently 
urging and preffing down all the Inteftines, which 
that it may be done as it ought, (let every Woman 
think this faid to her felf) when the feels the Pains 
coming on, fhe ought firftto draw her Breath, and 
her Breaft being now full of Breath, and containing 
the fame, fhe is then to contraét the Mufcles of 
her Belly with all her Power, that the Impreffion 
may be upon the Womb on every Side, which 
Force, if the Woman in Labour makes Trial of 
with all her Power, fhe will perceive, that fhe is 
forced to bend her Body a little forwards, and con- 
fequently to bend her Back and Loins, which oc 
cafions a great Pain of the Loins, by which the 
Birth is much intercepted, unlefs her Loins are firft 
fupported behind, leaning againft fomething that 
firmly bears again{t them; but if the Perfon in La- 
bour can endeavour with her Loins thus firmly fup= 
ported, and fets her Back againft fo good a Stay, 
which cannot give Way, though fhe preffes and 
contracts her Belly with all her Force; then fhe 
will do more with one Pain, than otherwife with | 
a great many, which is a great Advantage, where 
the Infant cannot be brought forth without a great 
deal of Pain. Whilft the Force is downwards up- 
on the Womb, it isvery neceflary, that the Perfon 
in Labour fhould not hinder the Birth below, by 
fitting in an ill Pofture, unlefs the will render her 
Labour fruitlefs; and the Paffage of the Infant is 
ftopped, ifthe Os Coccygis of the Perfon fitting, leans 
upon the Seat; for prefling downwards from above, 
and putting a Stop below, fhe will fuffer Pains to 
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This double Advantage, effentially neceffary to 
eafe the Birth, would confequently be obtained by 
the Help of a Chair, made fit for bearing Children 5 
but that I may fpeak the Truth, I never faw a 
Chair befides this, fo ferviceable to Women in ~ 
Labours becaufe none of thofe hath its due Pro- 
portion; which Proportion if it be in fuch manner 
commodious for a Woman in Labour, it is for 
thefe Reafons. Firft, That fhe that fits in the 
Chair, the Seat being kept from the Os Coccygisy 
may have fuch a Prop againft her Loins, which 
cannot be removed, let her lean uponit with never 
fo much Strength. Secondly, That by the Help 
of this Chair fhe can firmly fupport her Loins with 
a Prop, that fo her Belly and Bowels being the 
more retracted, fhe may make an Impreflion upon 
the Womb more vigoroufly. 

That Proportion is not kept, if the Prop of the 
_ Chair at the Back isimmoveable; fothat 1tcan nei- 
ther be brought nearer, nor removed further, for the 
Loins of one Woman, are more bent than of another; 
what therefore is convenient for one, may beincon- 
venient for another; but if the Prop may be raifed 
and let down, then it will be accommodated to the 
Make. of the Loins. Secondly, The Womanin La- 
bour cannot fix her Loins firmly to the Prop, or hold 
them when they are fixed, unlefs the Chair hath 
two Arms, which by ftrongly thrufting from her, 
fhecan neither break nor remove, nor is there only 
Occafion for fuch Arms, but alfo that they fhould 
not be too far diftant from the Body, nor be too 
near; for a Woman in Labour holding the Arms 
of the Chair faft, and thrutting as if it were her 
‘Loins from her, fhe muft needs prefs hard againft 
the Prop of the Chair, which fhe cannot do if the 
Arms are too far diftant, for then fhe cannot fol 
low them; and if they are too near, then the 
Arms muft be too much bent, that her Arms may 
be fhorter, aud fo her greateft Strength js braees 
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fincethen one Woman’s Arms are fhorter than ano 
ther’s, it muft needs follow, that moveable Arms 
are neceflary, which you may put forwards or 
backwards, otherwife they will not be ferviceable. 
That therefore the Woman in Labour may fit fatt 
with her Back toa Prop, yet fo, that at the fame 
Time the Os Coccygis may be free from the Seat, 
Its very neceflary, that the Seat marked dd, con- — 
tiguous to the Prop behind, fhould not be above 
two Inches broad, by which it is hinted, that in 
the middle, where the Place of the Os Coccygis is, 
~no Space at all is required for the Woman to fit 
upon. But if any one fhould fay, that two Inches 
breadth is allowed here, I anfwer, that no Woman 
ever placed her bare Loins againft the Prop, but 
that a Pillow was put betwixt her and the Seat, 
nay often two, and accommodated for that Pur- 
pofe, by which that Space of two Inches is eafily 
filled up, and fo nothing remains for the Os Coccy= 
gis to lean upon, or to refift; and it is {carce cre- 
dible, how much Advantage fuch a Seat well fitted 
may afford a Woman in Labour, who her felf is 
to bring forth the Fetus by the Violence of her 
Pains. 

Now Midwives, and thofe who make ufe of 
Chairs for Women in Labour, may compare their 
Chairs with this, and enquire, whether they can 
find the fame Advantages in theirs; let them look 
upon their immoveable Props or Backs, and their 
Seats fometimes a Span broad behinds; and let 
them confider how the Os Coccygis can give Way, 
whilft the Woman in Labour fits upon the Seats 
but if fhe moves from the Seat, let them fee with 
what they will fill and make firm the hollownefs 
behind the Loins; they will fay with Pillows, as 
moft endeavour to dos but fuch a filling up will 
afford but little Support, but occafion a great deal — 
of Pain: Thofe in Labour that fit upon fucha 
aa) 13 Seat 
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Seat feel more thanenough, though commonly the 
Caufe of their Pain is unknown to them. 
But thefe are not the only Requifites in which 
the Perfection of a commodious Chair confiits ; the 
Pains of the Woman in Labour are not always fuf- 
ficient to produce a Birth; it is fometimes rather 
convenient for them to fuffer than aét, efpecially 
if the Pofition of the Womb be ill, or if the In- 
fants offer themfelves ill turned, then it isthe Mid- 
wife’s Bufinefs to labour more than the Woman 
with Child; then the Knowledge ‘of the ill Situa- 
tion of the Wombor Infant by the Touch, istobe 
throughly weighed and confidered ; what kind of 
fitting or lying is moft convenient, in which the 
Midwife can perform her Duty as fhe ought; fome- 
times the Cafe requires the Woman {fhould lie 
wholly upon her Back, fometimes it is requifite 
that her Head and Shoulders fhould be lifted up 
higher than the lower Parts; what is then needful 
to be done, if either the Seat, or the Back, or both 
be immoveable? For what then is a perforated 
Chair ufeful? The greateft Labour is now, and the 
OUfe of a Chair moft commodious is now required 5 
but if the Back can only be laia down, whilft the 
Seat is immoveable, both the Woman's lying, and 
the Midwife’s Pains will be with the greateft Dif- 
advantage, and it would be better to make ufe of 
a Bed or a Couch, than fuch a Seat; therefore we 
have invented both the Motion of the Back, and 
of the Seat, by which the Chair may be ac- 
commodated’ to fuch lying or fitting for the 
Woman in Labour, as either the oblique Situa- 
tion of the Woman, or the ill Situation of the Fe- 
“gus requires.” a rey rt 
We have allowed this Chair of ours the Space 
of two Foot before, but behind only a Foot and. 
a half. Firft, Becaufe, the two Foot. Space is 
enough for the Midwife to do thofe Things that 
belong toher Office. Secondly, Thatthe Woman 
ae i ae ae 


“Mipwirery Imprvd = 119 


in Labour having no more Room than fhe hath Oce 
cafion tor, the hath not the Power (as fome have) of 
moving her Body from one Side to the other, 
which is a great Hindrance to the Midwife. Be- 
fides, I have ordered the Side-doors to be mace. 
only a Foot and four Inches wide, becaufe other- 
wife, it they had been wider, the Fore-part of the 
~ Chair would alfo have required a greater Breadth, 
or the Woman could not have fpread her Feet fuf- 
ficiently, which alfo would have been a great Hin- 
drance. : 

From all that hath been faid, it is eafie to judge, 
how ufeful a Chair well fitted is for Child-bearing 5 
but on the contrary, if ill contrived, only a trou- 
blefome Lumber, fcarce fit for any other ufe than 
to burn. This whole Chair, with the four Doors, 
and another Seat put into a Sack, may eafily be 
carried by any Man, and therefore by no Means 
too heavy for the Ufe of Cities and Towns; and 
it isa Thing to be wifhed for, that every Midwife 
were furnifhed with fuch a Chair; and whoever 
cannot take the exact Proportion from the Figure, 
they may come to my Houfe, and fee my Chair, 
if a Workman can make them one by mine. 

Since Phyficians or Apothecaries feldom live in 
the Country, nor can foon be fent for, a Country 
Midwife always ought to be furnifhed with fome 
very good Anodine Medicine, which may relieve 
fome ill fort of Pains which attend Women in La- 
bour. Truly a Woman can hardly bring forth her 
Young without Pain, nor will any Body endeavour 
‘to remove genuine and true Pains, but Women in 
Child-bed often fuffer a great many Pains to no Pur- 
pofe, which by fome Anodine Medicine may either 
be removed, or at leaft eafed. 
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For what Reafon the ill Form of the Pelvis. 
may hinder the Birth. , 


» P Moneft thofe Hindrances, by which the 
A Pains are encreafed, and the Birth hindered, © 
we may reckon the ill Forms of the Pelvis, whe- 
ther it be too big or too little, or laftly too fmooth ; 
from whence a great many Inconveniencies may , 
happen, neceflary for a Midwife to know, upon 
which Occafion, that fhe may be accommodated 
in this Matter, and be able to do her Duty, we 
fhall explain every ill Form by itfelf. | 
And Firft, If it be too narrow, without doubtit 
will occafion a great deal of Inconvenicncy. And 
that I call a narrow Pe/vis, which confidering the 
Proportion of the whole Body, is too fmall. In- 
rice the leaft Women have not always the leaft 
Pelvis, it happens fometimes, that a little Woman 
hath a greater Pelvis than a great one; whence it 
may be faid, that onc Woman hath too big a one, 
and another too little a one; for although we may 
{ee little Women bring forth big Children; andon 
the contrary, great Women little Children, yet 
moi{t commonly it is otherwife, and it is more ge-. 
nerally received, that every Woman brings forth a 
Child proportionable to the Bignefs of her Body; 
whence it neceflarily follows, 1fa big Woman ha- 
, ving afmall Pelvis mutt bring forth a big Child, it 
cannot be done without a difficult Labour, be- 
caufe fo great a Head and Body cannot be forced 
through {6 narrow a Pelvis without a longer Time, 
and a great many Pains; nay it may happen, that 
the Fetus of fuch a Woman, which fhe carries in 
her Womb, by reafon of its Bignefs or Thicknefs, 
eannot pals through the Paes; and though fel- 
1003 
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dom happens, yet I know that fome Women have 
very hard Labours, occafioned by the Pelvis, 
though the Womb and the Infant are very well 
turned and placed; and that this is true, is proved 
hence ; becaufe thofe Women, though they feem 
well difpofed from the beginning of their Labour 
till the Birth, yet they bring forth with Difficulty, 
and becaufe the Heads of the Infants when born, 
are of fuch an oblong Figure, that it is requifite 
to handle and prefs them, yet very warily, every 
Day to reduce them to a handfome Shape: Be- 
fides, thofe Infantsare very often very pale and li- 
vid in the Face, becaufe they continue preffed in 
that narrow Paffage too long ; for which Reafon 
fome are brought forth dead, others very weak 
and almoft dead, fo that it is fome Days before 
that livid Palenefs is gone; in this Cafe a difcreet: 
Midwife, or whoever takes Care of it, muft per- 
form her Duty to the Infant very well, to form the 
Head conveniently. ) 

I fhall note here by the by, that the Heads of 
Infants are not open without Caufe ; that is, that 
‘tthe Skulls are not made of one continued Bone, nor 
equally hard in every Part, but only Membranes 
as yet about the Sutures; and efpecially the Top 
of the Head is more foft and membranous, that 
uponfuch Occafions, the Bones of the Head which 
form the Skull, might grow clofer, and might be - 
thruft one upon another, and the Head made ob- 
long; which could not have been, if the Bones of 
the Skull had been more compact and knit clofer 
together, as it happens afterwards, if the Infants 
grow up; whence we conclude, that when the 
Pelvis is toolittle and narrow, it not only occafi- 
ons a difficult Birth, but the Death of the Mother 
and Infant, except the Infant is delivered by an 
Artificial Hand ; and as by reafon of the {mallnefs 
of the Pelvis, the Infant’s Head cannot pafs through 
it withouta great deal of Force, in a Womb well 
tu 3 placed, 
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_ placed, fo by Reafon of the fimallnefs of the Pel- 
vis the Womb may eafily be turned, and put 
into an oblique Figure any Way, which often oc- 
cafions a difficult Birth ; of which more at large’ 
elfewhere. 

* And asthe Pelvis, as we have faid, may be in- 
convenient by Reafon of its Smallnefs; that is, if 
it be too narrow in refpeét of its Roundnefs ; 
though it be large enough in its Cavity, yet its 
Paflage downwards may be difficult, viz. if it be 
too {mooth; for though both the Hip-bones, or 
the Offa Coxendicis marked in the firft Figure 2, 
are far enough diftant from one another, yet the 
Diftance betwixt the Of Pudis dd, and the Pro- 
minent Part of the Os Sacrum a e in the firft Figure 
may be too narrow ; but if it be more intelligible 
in the fecond Figure, there I underftand the Di- 
ftance betwixt f the Os Pudis, and the Part of the 
Os Sacrum which fticks out forwards a 3, and when 
a Pelvis is fo formed, I call it a fmooth Pelvis; and. 
this, if the Infant’s Head is large, does not only 
admit it with Difficulty, though the Womb is well 
placed, but alfo is the Caufe of the: Womb’s being 
turned obliquely forward or backward, or more 
eafily to the Left or Right, which mutt needs oc- 
cafion adifficule Birth. 

And if too fmall and {mooth a Pelvis occafions a 
difficult Birth, toolarge or greata Pelvis hath not 
lefs Inconveniency, but occafions as great a Mif- 
chief: By too great a Pelvis, I mean, {uch as is com- 
pared with an Infant or Womb of fuch a Size; as 
when the Head of the Infant, whilft the Womb is 
yet fhut, eafily flides down to the Orifice without 
Labour: The Womb by reafon of that large Space 
- or Compafs being not fufficiently clofed or held to- 
gether, fo that neither the Head of the Infant, nor. 
the Humours can be forced fufficiently upon the ~ 
Mouth of the Womb, by the Impreflion of Pains, 
fo asto open it, fo that the Entrance or the Privi- 
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ties themfelves are to retain the Womb, and hinder 
both the Womb and the Child from falling out of 
the Body ; in this Cafe the Humours are moft 
commonly perceived to beexpanded ; nay what is 
more, they ftand out without the Body, fo that 
the Infant, along with the Humours, feems to 
come forth by the fame Force; which if ithappen, 
inthis Manner, it occafions little Danger, but 
makes an eafy Birth. | Sometimes the Mouth of 
the Womb is thick and hard, but the Private-Parts 
moreloofe, for which Reafon the former is not di- 
lated without Difficulty, but the latter eafily ; then 
the Humours, though not fo largely expanded, yet 
they break out of the Body with a great deal of 
Force ; nay the Mouth of the Womb ftrongly pref= 
- fes into the Mouth of the Privities, and the Mem- 
brane being broke, not only the Head of the Infant, 
but the Mouth of the Womb hangs out of the Bo- 
dy, and except it be retained, flides down fo 
far, that the Vagina and Ligaments being too much 
relaxed, they give Way to the falling down, not 
_ only of the Vagina, but of the Womb itfelf; there- 
fore it is the Midwife’s Part to take diligent Care 
in the Beginning, that the Mouth of the Womb be 
ftopped and retained, before it falls down fo far; 
for in this Cafe a skilful Midwife ought to perform 
that with her Hands, which cannot be done by 
_ the Parts fo conveniently, the Hands of the Mid- 
wife being more commodious and fit to put up 
the Orifice of the Womb, higher than the Private 
Parts can. | 

In this Place Midwives are to obferve again, — 
with how great Inconveniences a Woman may be 
_ afflicted by their negleét, even in this Cafe, where 
_ every thing goes on fo well; for the falling down © 
_of the Womb or Vagina is no {mall Calamity, but 
very troublefome and full of Pain, which is no {mall 
_ hindrance toa Woman who ufes violent Motion in 
walking or working, making her weak and faint 5 
ERMINE WO i Fi era a we : not 
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not to fpeak of the Inconveniences and Difficulties 
of Husbands, which they are to bear with in fuch 
Wives; for this is theEffect ofa Pelvis that is too large, 
whofe narrownefs on the Contrary ferves to keep 
the Womb up, till the Pains deprefs it, by which 
the Humours and the Infant’s Head are able to di- 
late its Orifice by their Impreflion; butif it is fo 
large that it cannot fuftain the Womb, it is the 
Midwife’s Bufinefs to do that with her Hands be- 
low; which being neglected, the fore-mentioned 
inconveniences follow. 

From what hath been faid juft now of the 
Form and Bignefs of the Pelvis, it eafily appears 
to any one, how neceflary it is, that a Midwife 
fhould confider the Form, Largenefs, or Littlenefs 
of the Pelvis, and to confider the Reafon of them 
even in the Beginning ; as foon as fhe comes to a 
Woman in Labour, in the beginning, I fay, her Du- 
ty will be, firft, to try the Woman by the Touch, by 
which means fhe may prefently judge accurately of 
the Situation of the Womb and Infant, viz. whether 
one is well turned, and the other well placed ; 
and to find out by Senfe, whether the Pelvis be 
large or fmall, round or plain, and how the Womb 
is placed, and the Infant turned upon it, or in it; 
in which Cafes they are to do all they can, that 
without delay, if occafion requires it, the Infant 
may be drawn out Artificially by Hand; or the 
Exclufion is to be waited for by the Pains alone; 
or Nature is to be affifted ; Art fupplying what 
,, fhe is wanting in. 

Therefore the firft Thing the Midwife is to do, 
is to try the Woman by the Touch, before the 
Womb and the Infant are fallen down into the Pel- 
vis, that fhe may diligently enquire, how the En- 
trance of the Pe/vis is formed, whether round, or 
fmooth, or large, or narrow, and as it is formed, 
fhe is to contrive her Work ; for if the Pelvis is 
fmooth, and the Vertebre of the Os Sacrum andthe 
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Os Pubis are but a little diftant, fo that the Head 
of the Infant fhould be ftopped, the Midwife ought 
to take a great deal of Care, that the does not urge 
the Woman to Labour with all her Power, and 
violently endeavour to haften the Birth ; for if fhe 
tries to prefs down the Head with a fudden and 
violent Force, there may be Danger, that the Brain 
fhould be broke, or the Head fhould be hurt, by 
prefling it too hard upon the Bones ; by which 
means the Infant may lofe its Lifes or it may be 
fo clofely fqueezed together, that they may take 
Pains to bring it forth to no Purpofe, fo that the 
Mother and Infant may die without a Birth; bur 
if the Woman ftrives with gentle Pains, or fuffering 
violent Pains gently works with them, the Mid 
_ wife at the fame time direéting its Head intoa lar- 
ger Space, with a fafe Hand,. then at the laft it 
may pafs through that narrow Space without Dan- 
ger of Life; and when the Head hath paffed, the 
reft of the Body will eafily follow, except it be 
Monftrous. Midwives are altogether miftaken, 
who often urge violent depreffions, and advife the 
Woman to ftrong Labour, and {ftrive to encreafe 
the Pains, by the ufe of Medicines, without di- 
ftinétly knowing the Form of the Pelvis ; or the Sj- 
tuation of the Womb and Infant; or if there are 
any other Hindrances, yet encouraging the Woman 
_ frequently to Labour. I pity the Condition of a 
great many fine Women very much, who are {9 
miferably tormented and worn out by the Impru- 
dence of Midwives, who ac prepofteroufly, and 
ill advife what is to be done. 

Lf the Pelvis be well formed, and yet too narrow 
for the Head handfomely to flide through it, the> 
Midwife being informed by the Touch, that the 
Infant directly offers itfelf in the Entrance of the 
Womb, andthe only Fault lies in the Mouth of 
the Womb being too narrow, or the Paflage of the 
_ @elvis 5 however let her be eafie, and let her ae 
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yife the Woman to have Patience, and to labour 
gently and not too earneftly ; and if the Pains are 
flow, they are by no means to be increafed; nay 
‘Time is rather to be allowed, left the Woman be 
tired, or prefs down her Labours to no purpofe 5 
fo that by this means the Head of the Infant being 
preffed down into an oblong Figure, it may at the 
laft pafs; which otherwife being prefled down by 
violent Pains, and made flat and broad, would by 
no means pals. : | . 

As for the Bones of the Pelvis, they are not to be 
made bigger or lefs by Art; therefore the Mid+ 
wife in doing that would take Pains to no Purpofe, 
except the Os Coccygis, or the Point of the Os Sa ~ 
crum, which if it turns too much inwards, may be 
thruit back, viz. If the Paflage, asit often hap- 
pens, is made too narrow for the Infant ; and in ~ 
fuch a Cafe indeed it is very neceflary, that the 
Midwife fhould thruft back the Point of the Os Sa- 
crum, tomake way for the Infant as it goes out, 
which may be done better by the Midwife’s Hand, 
than by the Head of the Infant. | 

When I {peak of thrufting back the Os Sacrum, I 
do not fuppofe that to be done by putting one Fin- 
ger into the Jntefiinum Rettum or ftrait Gut, which 
thrufts back fome part of the Point of the Os Sacrum 
only, which fome Authors carelefly recommend 3 
but what I would fay, is, that the whole Point of the 
Os Sacrum, together with the Flefhy Part lying 
about it, is fo to be thruft back and dilated, that — 
the Way may be openenough for the Infant to go © 
out; and fince this isa Work of great Moment, 
we thinknot much of ftaying the longer upon it, 
and to explain what we mean morelargely, to ex- 
cite the Minds of young Midwives to Attenti- ~ 
on; for this Work contains greater Conveniences, 
efpecially ferviceable to Women with Child and 
Infants, thana great many think; wherefore the 
Matter requires to be further infafted on, ‘ai 
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I have often wondered and admired with my- 
felf, why fome Midwives affifting Women in La- 
bour fo long, have not delivered their Infant ; 
though they would affirm, that the Infant was well 
turned, thatthe Humours was juft flowed out, and 
that the Head being juft fallen into the Paflage, 
_ confiderably hung down, no Strength of Pains be- 
ing wanting; neverthelefsa great deal of Timebe- 
ing paft, the Infant was little nearer the Birth 
than before ; but confidering every thing further, 
I underftood that thofe Midwives did not fuffici- 
ently underftand their Bufinefs, and acted prepofte- 
roufly through Miftake. Truly I would by no 
means fay, that a Midwife could, or ought, to dif- 
patch the Birth prefently inall Cafes; I know well 
enough, that there are fome Cafes that a Midwife 
with all her Skill is not able to deal with 5 nay 
that it may happen that fhe may not be able to 
bring forth an Infant at all, though it offers itfelf 
_ with its Head right downwards. But in this Place, 
I {peak of fuch Cafes, as the Infant may be affifted 
in by the Help of a Midwife, did not Igno- 
rance make them wanting in their Office, whichis 
too common amongft Midwives, efpecially in the 
Country, the moft of which want Information; 
for looking more narrowly into their Work, I 
found that their chief Attention was to the Mouth 
of the Womb and the Privities, or the Mouth of 
the Vagina, trying to dilate both the Lips of the 
Vagina, by putting in a Finger of both Hands, and 
drawing afunder the Lips of the Privities, andalmoft 
tearing them in pieces, never minding the Point of 
the Os Sacrum, which commonly is the greateft hin- 
drance to the Infant’s going out. Mott Men exer- 
cife manual Operations, like blind Mill-Horfes, 
without Attention, and if they obferve any thing, 
it is no further than they read, or are told; they 
underftand no more than they fee wiih their Eyes, 
or feel with their Hands, | 
| Truly 
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Truly I confefs, if one only tries the Mouth of 
the Vagina or Womb by the Touch, and perceives 
the fame to be only a little opened with fuch great 
Pains, not obferving the Parts that. are near it, 

fhe may eafily miftake, perfuading herfelf, that 
the Hardnefs or Thicknefs is the Reafon, that the 

Orifice of the Womb or Voegina isnot more relaxed, 
or the Head of the Infant is not further thruft out 5 

wherefore for the like Reafon fhe begins to tear 

and break the Parts afunder, as moft commonly im- 

prudent Midwives ufe to dos whence fuch mifera- 

ble Inconveniences are wont to happen, as the vio- 

lent tearing afunder of the Mouth of the Womb, 

and fometimes of the Private Parts, evento the 

ftrait Gut; butitis the hardeft to underftand, and 

is the greateft Argument of the Ignorance of fuch 

Midwives, that whilft they thus tear and rend 

Things in Pieces, in the mean Time they fuffer the 
W oman to fit with the Point of the Os Sacrumup- 

on the Seat, Bed, or fhort Couch, which they lean 

upon, fo that ¢hat being altogether fixed, cannot be 

moved out of its place: Others inconfiderately lay- 

ing a Cloth under the Woman’s Body, by which 

the is raifed by two or four Women, they bring it 

beyond the Buttocks, fo that the Woman so a 

with the Os Coccygis upon the Cloth, hangs as it 

were in a Pointor confined ; and thus they think 

the Head of the Infant may flip through ; others 

placing the Woman upon a perforated Chair, do 

not obferve that their Cloaths retain the Os Coccygis, 

which likewife are held faft againft the Point of 

the Os Sacrum; for whofe Ignorance the miferable 

- Women are forced to {weat heartily. Some Mid- 
‘wives (by the Advice of fome Authors) putting 
their Finger up the 4zus, endeavour to thruft back 

the Point of the Os Coccygis; but fince the Strength 

of the whole Hand is fcarce fufficient, I cannot 

but be concerned for the Ignoranceboth of thofe 

that teach, and thofe that learn. Truly I dare 

affert 
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afiert, that two or three Figures of a weak Mid- 
wife are not fo powerful as fufficiently to oa 
back the Os Coccygis, fo as to dilate it fufficiently, 
but that there is more need for the whole Hand 
of moft Midwives; nay fome Men’s Hand is not 
fufficient to perform this Work well; I fay the 
whole Hand, not thruttinto the /atefinum Rectum, 
or ftrait Gut, but the Neck of the Womb; and 
therefore what Service can the Finger do thratt in- 
to the Axus? Is it left the Gut thould be hurt ? 
As though it were likely to be lefsdamnified by a 
fingle thana double Preffure ; and what Advantage 
Could the End of one, or at the moft, of two Fin- 
gers be of, when the whole Strength of the Hand 
is required? I myfelf have not a little Body, and 
Hands ftrong enough, yet Ihave been concerned in 
Cafes where I would have ufed more Strength if 
i could, to prefs back the Os Coccygis, but with 
that I had, I was always ferviceable, both to the 
nS a and Infant, for which I thank my Great 
, Ode 
Truly I forefee, that I fhall be accufed for this 
of too much boldnefs, by thofe that are timoraus and 
unskilful, that this istoo dangerous.a Method ; but 
am certain, that if they had made ufe of it, and 
tried it as often, with the fame Caution and good 
_ Succefs as I have, and which I can teftify, they 
would not be fo fearful; and I am truly perfuaded, 
_ that the tearing and ftretching of the Mouth of the 
Womb or Vagina, is attended with much more 
Danger than this which I ufe, by preffing back the 
Os Coccygis, with a {mooth Hand, gradually, and 
with con-comitant Pains, as we fhall thew here= 
after. | 
Infants that offer themfelves with the Head fore- 
_moft, being already fallen downinto the Pelvis, may 
_ be ftopped there if the Shoulders ftick faft againft the 
_ Edge of the Bones which form the Pelvis, or (fliding 
down betwixt them, te them{elvyes giving way 
f be ‘ to 
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to its Paffage) the Head is ftopped by the narrows 
nels of the Pelvis, and efpecially by the Os Coccygis ; 
and of thislaft kindof Hindrance we {peak now, in 
- which we alfo include thofe Infants that come forth 
with their Breech firft, their Buttocks being alrea- 
dy fallen down into the P elvis 5 thefe Infants may 
ftick fo faft in it, that they may never be brought 
forth, and that too by the narrownefs of the Pelvis, 
or the bignefs of the Head or Shoulders; and this 
is moft ufual in fuch kind of difficult Births. 

It is not to be doubted, but that in all défficulc 
Births, if the Wombis well placed, and the Child 
well turned, the Difficulty is occafioned by the nar- 
rownefs of the Pelvis; and therefore it is neceflary, 
efpecially in thofe that Labour of the firft Child, 
that the fame fhould be opened by Force, the 
Pains prefling down the Head of the Infant, ora — 
prudent Midwife ought to Abies the dilation 
of the Paflage, by thrufting back the Os Coceygis. 
Infants therefore that. fall down with their Head or © 
Buttocks into the Pelvis, are carried down to the Os 
Coccygis, which refifts either by reafon of its frmnefs, 
or the too great drynefs and folidity of the neigh- 
_bouring Parts; or laftly for want of Strength, or the 
flacknets of the Pains, fo that the Woman cannot car- 
ry fo much Force along with her Pains, as to move — 
thofe Bones ; for the Os Coccygis fometimes confifts 
of three, and fometimes of four Bones, as may be 
feen.in the firft Figure. If the Head of the Infant 
is great, but the Shoulders {mall, you willcommon- — 
ly find the Orifice of the Womb much ftretched, 
becaufe the Head forces the moft upon it, which 
then likewife fufters the greateft Refiftance; but if 
the Head be fmall, and the Shoulders broad, you 
will moft commonly perceive the Mouth of the © 
Womb lefs ftretched, becaufe then the greateft 
preffure is not upon that; a great Head makesa — 
greater Imprefiion upon the Mouth of the Womb _ 
than a fmall one, but to underftand the Matter | 
ie ' throughly, 
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throughly, it is to be known, that neither a great 
Head nora {mall one, makes its Preffure chiefly up- 
onthe Mouthof the Womb, becaufe the Mouth 
of the Womb properly going forwards does not re- 
fift it, but the Os Coccygis prefles againft it; and for 
this Reafon all that diftraétion and tearing of the . 
Mouth of the Womb, which Midwives make ufe 
of, is in vain. 
Therefore it is to be noted, that aslong asa big 
Head cannot move the Os Coccygis out of its place, 
neither can it fufficiently dilate the Mouth of the 
Womb; for all the Force which depreffes the 
Head, is {pent upon the prefling back of the Os 
Coccygis. Experience will alfo teach, that alittle 
Head with great Shoulders cannot pals fo eafily, 
as abig Head with narrow Shoulders. Befides, it 
Is to be noted, that in this Cafe, fometimes the 
Mouth of the Womb is not clofe about the Head 
of the Infant, but fo loofe and free, that one or 
more Fingers may eafily be thruft betwixt the Head 
of the Infant and the Mouth of the Womb, yet the 
Head does not fall forwards ; which only proceeds 
from thence, becaufe the Head being fo far ftop- 
ped; flicks fait, and makes allitsImpreflion [N.B.] 
not fo much upon the Mouth of the Womb, as 
upon the Os Coccygis, to remove it; which if a 
Midwife does not know, or does not mind, how 
can fhe aflift. the Woman or the Infant, or perform 
what belongs to her Office? Oh! the deplorable 
Ignorance of thofe Women! 
The fame Hindrance which happens to a big 
_ Head, will likewife befal the Buttocks when they 
_ come foremoft; fo that the greateft Help, both to 
Mother and Infant wili be, bythrutting back the 
‘Os Coccygis, by which the Paffage is very much dila- 
ted, and the Birth promoted; and fo no Damage 
4s occafioned or intenfe Pain; fo that I am the 
Bolderto affirm, thata Woman in Labour, affiftted 
by this Method, brings oo her Young with HH 
be the 
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the Pain as another, when the Midwife endeavours 
to dilate the Mouth of the Womb the common 
Way. 'This puts me in mind of a particular Cafe, 
viz. A Woman of her firft Child was in Labour 
fome Days; the Infant offered itfelf direétly, but 
the Paflage was too narrow 5 andthe Woman being 
tired, was reduced to the laft Extremity; I and my. 
Wife hearing of it, went to her Houfe with a De- 
fire to aflift her, with God’s Help, for fhe was 
very dear to us ; when we came theres my Wife 
went in firft, and fecing her in a great deal of 
Danger, asked leave to try her by the Touch, and 
finding the Matter as I faid, the prefently did all 
the could to thruft back the Os Ceceygis; upon which 
the Child was prefently born, and the Mother fafe, — 
who {aid to meafterwards, Low one Woman's Atiions 
differ from another ! As foon as your Wife handled me, 
I was prefentlyeafed, and having recovered my Spirits 
avas able to bring forth my Child, when before the Mid- 
wife bad only tormented me, that I could not Labour 
frrongly : But perhaps fome may think, that before, 
fhe had only gentle Pains, or none, which after- 
wards grew ftrong, and that perhaps was the Rea- 
fon, that your Wife’s Help was more fuccefsful; 
anfwer, that fometimes the Matter may happen fo, 
which gave Oceafion to the Proverb, 4e is bappy 
abo is called in Time, but here the Matter was not 
fo, an Artful Hand was rather wanting, than 
the Labour of the Woman ; and what I fhall 
add upon this Occafion is, I have often obferved 
with wonder, that by handling and affifting Wo- 
men in Labour conveniently, the Pains have been 
ftirred up and increafed, which by ill handling, 
vanifh away and ceafe. I am not ignorant, that 
it feemsa Wonder to moft Midwives ; yet what I 
fay is true, and fince it is true, and very fervicca- 
ble in performing of thefe Matters, it is both of- 
ten to be faid and inculcated, that thofe that are — 
Ignorant may obierve it. 7 3 

Thofe 
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‘Thofe who tear, and after an ill manner, pull 
Women in Pieces, lofing a great deal of Time 
and Pains, rafhly vex and tire them without Suc- 
cefs, which breaks their Spirits, and makes them 
quite Janguifh; but thofe that know how to help 
them as they ought, refrefh Nature and give them 
the greateft Hopes and Expectation of a. happy. 
Birth, which adds Courage, and renews their 
Strength. Henceitis, that one Perfon’s Work ftirs 
up Pains, and another’s makes themabate. I have 
often affifted Women in Labour, whofe Pains, as 
foon as I came to them, increafed ; then Mid- 
wives, who had a long Time waited with Ex- 
pectation, and loft their Labour, would fay, now 
the Matter fucceeds well; if thofe Pains had fol- 
lowed upon our Work, we fhould have brought: 
forth the Child: But I doing my Work as if I had 
been deaf, thought with myfelf, if you had hand- 
led the Matter as Ido, the Woman would have 
laboured with more Succefs; and keeping my Art 
tomyfelf, I let them enjoy their own Opinions 5 
as that deftructive Cuftom hath obtained amongft 
Men, that for their own private Ends, or for Am- 
bition’s Sake, they will hide from their Neighbour, 
what they might divulge to the great Advantage 
and Benefit of others; and to confefs the Truthy. 
I fhould {carce have gone quietly tomy Grave, ex- 
cept I had taken an Opportunity to publifh what- 
ever I have obferved and experienced in this Arr; 
and it hath made me the more earneft in doing it, 
becaufe thefe Things happen daily in all Countries 
and Cities, and may prolong the Lives of fo ma- 
ny, as well as fave them, and correct the Faults 
which happen through the Sloth of fome Mid- 
Wives. 

But if any one fhould ask, by what Means do 
you thruft the Os Coccygis backwards, and bring 
the Infant through that narrow Paflage? I anfwer, 

up . That 
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That I firft place the Woman in fuch a Pofture, 
which is moft convenient for a Woman in Labour, _ 
affifting with her Pains to bring forth the Infant, 
viz. that fhe may partly fit, and partly lie down, 
not altogether upon her Back, nor quite ereét, but 
in a middle Pofture, betwixt fitting and lying 
down, with her Legs fpread wide abroad, and her 
Knees lifted up a little, fupported by two Women, 
and fo far removed out of the fhortned Bed, (if I 
do not make ufe of the perforated Chair) that the 
Point of the Os Sacrum may be quite free, and may 
go back without any Hindrance; then I thruft up 
my whole Hand, firft put into Oyl, or well anointed 
with it. I fay, my whole Hand,’ or all my Fin- 
gers, intothe Vagina of the Womb, orif the But- 
tocks offer themfelves, or the Head will admit of it, 
into the Womb itfelf, as Occafion requires my 
Hands being putup, Iturn the palm upwards, and 
the Back of -it downwards towards the Jnteflinum 
Refum.or trait Gut, and the Os Sacrum: By this 
means, I put my Finger, as far as I can to the » 
Head, rather thrufting it a little backwards, than 
jt fhould hinder me from placing my Hand well and 
firmly againftthe Os Coceygis. My Hand being fo 
placed, I advife the Woman not to let her Pains 
pafs to no purpofe, but endeavour with all her 
- Power: As {oon thenas I perceive the Pain coming 
on, (which I commonly perceive before the Wo- 
man) then I thus advife her, sow the Pains are juft 
coming on, make ufeof them, prefs down with all your 
Force, Iwill belp you : When have faid this, I 
gradually prefs my Hand backwards, and now and 
then more ftrongly againft the Point of the Os Sa- 
crum, bringing it downwards at the fame Time, 
that may give Way to the Headasit flides down ; 
and the more violent the Pains, the more I prefs 
_ down ; and the more T prefs down with effectual 
Pain, the more ftrongly the Woman is able to La- 
bour. By this means, and the Woman’s violent — 
prefling 
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prefling downwards, and by enlarging the Paflage, 
and by bringing my Hand back, the Infant’s Head 
fliding down fucceeds and follows it; this I repeat 
as often as the Cafe requires.it, no Pain being {pent 
in vain; by this means the Woman, who already 
_ finds Help, takes Courage, efpecially if upon every 
Pain, Itell her, Things go well, and profper in my 
ftands, we foall prefently congratulate you a joyful Mo- 
ther, ‘The Woman in Labour being thus encoura- 
ged, who juft before had caft away all Hopes, is 
now fo much ftrengthened, that collecting all her 
Might, , fhe does her beft Endeavours; by which 
Means the Infant is foon brought forth. | 

Butif the Infant offers its Buttocks, which are 
neither fo round or hard as the Head, thenI thrutt 
all my Fingers intothe Womb more eafily, fome of 
which, and fometimes all, [I pafs into the Mouth - 
of the Womb, under the Buttocks, as before into 
the Vagina; when my Handisthere placed, being 
intent to mind the Pains when they come on, 
inviting the Woman to Labour; I gradually prefs 

ackwards as hard as I can, drawing my Hand 
downwards by degrees, and this being repeated up- 
on every Pain, the Child is thruft down at every 
turn ; and if my Hand, by drawing it downwards 
whilft the Pains are upon her, flides downtoo much 
out of the Womb, when that is over, I put it up 
again, that when the Pains returnI may be ready ; 
thus in a little Time the Paflage is fo dilated, that 
the Infant may pafs forth. 3 

But perhaps fome may think, how can it be, 
that the Hand being added over and above to the 
Infant folded together in the Mouth of the Womb, 
fhould dilate the Paffage ? Since it might rather 
feem to obftruét it, and by this Means to be ra- 
ther a Hindrance than a Help to the Infant ? But 
‘upon Confideration, a three-fold advantage will 
 eafily appear from my putting my Hand in to the 

Infant, fo far is it from being a hindrance; Firft, 

ae K4 when 
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when the Pains come on, the Os Coccygis is forced 
back by the Preffureof the Hand, which dilates the 
Paflage 3 Secondly, By the Preffure of the Hand, 
the Mouth of the Wombisenlarged; and Thirdly, 
drawing back the Hand atthe fame Time, attracts 
the Infant, and by degrees brings it out of the Womb, 
and the narrownefs of the Pelvis 5 and thus in a> 
little Timethe Woman in Labour, by the Affiftance 
of this Art, brings forth the Fetus: And I can truly — 
witnefs, that I never, as | know of, tore the Mouth 
of the Womb, nor its¥agina, nor the Inteflinum - 
Refium or ftrait Gut, nor ever wounded or dam- 
nified any thing tofpeak of ; wherefore I fear not 
but that this Method of preffing back the Os Coccy- 
gis, and enlarging the Paflage by that Means, 
will be commended as one of the chief Arts, and the 
moft commodious tobring forth a Fetus; yet this 
Caution is to be added, that all Things muft be 
done with judgment and Prudence, for the beft 
Arts made ule of rafhly, are dangerous, and often 
pernicious. | : 

I have not here reprefented the Figure of the 
plain or {mooth Pe/vis, [mentioned ; for he that hath 
conceived a true Notion of a Pelvis, as itis com- 

_ monly formed, may eafily imagine this which we 
have fpoken of in this Chapter. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


Of the Confirittion, or tying of the Umbili- 
Aa Ai: and the bringing away of the After- 
. Barth. 


| aries we pafs to the Confideration of a 
difficult Birth, it will not be foreign in this: 
Place, as ina Parenthefis, to fhew how the Um- 
bilical Vein or Nayel-ftring of an Infant newly 
CRA 2. a alates 
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born, is tied and cut off, and the After-birth pre- 
fently brought forth, that the Birth may not on- 
ly be half, but wholly perfected. As for the tying 
and cutting off of the Umbilical Vein, 1 need 
not particularly {peak of it, fince. ’tis known, 
not only to all Midwives, but even to common 
Women ; and though they in fome meafure differ 
in the Operation, yet they moft commonly agtee in 
the Thing. ‘ 
It may be tied with a thick Linen-Thread four 
or fix-fold, or if that is not fufficient, with Flax 
a little twifted together; but Care muft be taken, 
that the rougher Parts of the Flax be not mixed 
together, for they would cut toomuch ; nor is the 
Knot to be tied too clofe, left the Umbilical Vein 
of tender Infants, and fuch as come before their 
Times efpecially, fhould be cut afunder; a great 
deal of Care is to be taken, that the Vein be tied 
clofe enough; for ifany Blood fhould drop out af- 
ter, it muit be tied again in the fame Place, or 
nearer the Infant’s: Navel; wherefore ’tis better not 
to tie the Thread clofeto the Infant’s Body, it be- 
ing convenient that two Fingers Breadth at leaft 
fhould be left betwixt. Some takefome Drops firtt 
and give it the Child, which may do Mifchicf, if 
the Blood happens to be clotted, and therefore it is 
better omitted. Some think it not proper, that 
the Vein fhould be tied before the Child cries, or 
hath made Water; but too great Delay is not to 
be made; if the Child faints, every Thing is to be 
done to recover it, as by rubbing the Soles of its 
Feet with a Hair Cloth, putting a bruifed Onion 
to its Noftrils, {prinkling Wine upon its Face, No- 
ftrils, Eyes and Ears, and whatever elfe is cufto- 
mary to do. ia 
' Jf the Umbilical Vein after it is tied, be {wel- 
led with Wind, it is to be loofed, and when the 
Wind is difcharged, it is to be tied again; nor is 
it to be cut off clofe to the Knot, but an Inch or 
two 
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two, or three Fingers breadth from it ; there is no 
need for it to be longer, fince it would but make 
the Infant cold. ‘They do beft who tie the Vein. 
in two Places, and cut it afunder betwixt, being 
fecure from lofing Blood; nor is the naked Vein 
to lie upon the Infant’s naked Body, but to be 
-wrapt up in a double or four-fold Cloth, that the 
Child may be preferved from the Cold, and the — 
Pain of the Belly. . : 

- When the Umbilical Vein is tied, the After-birth 
is to be drawn. out without delay; to which-end 
the Navel-ftring is to be held in one Hand; being 
turned two or three times about the Fingers, and 
the other is to be paffed by it into the Womb 
which yet is open enough; if another Woman 
is by, fit to tie and cut the Navel-ftring, then 
the. Midwife, as foon as fhe hath received the 
Infant well into her Bofom, before the Umbili- 
cal Veinis cut off, let her prefently: pafs her Hand. 
into the Womb, to draw out the After-birth; 
but if the Infant be ill, another in the mean 
time may take upon her the Care of tying the 
Vein. / } 

Before we proceed, it isto be obferved, that (in my 
Opinion) it will {eem foreign to moft, and to Practice — 
_ in general, and contrary tothe Opinion ofall Authors, 
that the Hand fhould immediately be paffedintothe — 
Womb to draw out the After-birth, fince very often — 
_ thacis done after another Manner ; for fometimes the 
After-birth eafily comes out by drawing the Navel- 
{tring only gently, wherefore all Authors daily de- 
liver this Method, which if it does not fucceeds 
they teach another way, viz. The Woman is to 
blow into her Fift, or her Belly is to be bathed — 
with warm Wine; or as others would have it, a 
Piece of a Candle is to be put into the Woman’s 
Throat to make her vomit, €@c. and if the After- 
birth is not forced out thefe Ways, atthe laft they — 
fay, it is to be fearched for by the Hand, yo if it @ 
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. fticks, isto be peel’d off, and brought forth. But 
what dol do? I fhall not be of their Opinion, nor 
a& according to their Method; fince I have a {afe 
Way, there 1s no need to make ule of one that is 
doubtful: For me, let them follow their own Me- 
betied 3 [have tried both my own and their Method 3 
» and now make ufe of the beft, leaving every one todo 
freely what he judges beft by his own Experiences 
therefore I repeat again what I have faid, to wit, that 
_ itis moft agreeable to reafon, that omitting all other 
_ Endeavours, let the Hand prefently after the Birth — 
of the Infant, be pafs’d intothe Womb ; andif any 
one asks, why prefently, I anfwer him, 
Firft, \f prefently after the Birth of the Infant, I 
_ pafsmy Hand into the Womb, it flips in eafily, 
nay and the Arm, if there be occafion, without any 
Trouble; for the Head of the Infant hath opened it. 
fufficiently ; onthe contrary, whilftall thofe Tricks 
are tried, which Authors mention, the Mouth of 
the Womb is fo clofely fhut up, that you cannat 
penetrate it without a great deal of Trouble. 
Secondly, Prefently after the Birth, you may pafs 
your Hand into the Womb without any Pain or In- 
conveniency to the Woman, which if delayed is not 
done without a great deal of Inconvenience, be- 
caufe fhe cannot bear the Relaxation of the Mouth 
of the Womb without a great deal of Trouble. 
Thirdly, Prefently after the Birth, the Mouth of 
_ the Womb is not only open enough, but the Womb 
—aitfelf,; which otherwife gradually contraéts and 
grows lefs, clofely binding up the Secundine in itfelf, 
_ fo that that which before was {mooth and broad, 
and adhered to the Bottom of the Womb like a 
Cake, is then long and f{mall, as if you fqueezed a 
Cap together in your Hand, or tied a Purfe, fo 
that afterwards it is harder to reach the Bottom, 
Sec happens'not, if your Hand is prefently paf- 
fed in. 


| Fourthly; 


ae 
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_ Fourthly, If the Hand-is put up prefently after 
Birth, there is no Danger by drawing the Nayel-. 
ftring, of drawing down the Bottom ofthe Womb, | 
and inverting it, which too often is occafioned by 
unwary Midwives, who through their Ignorance 
perfuade themfelves, that another Infant is coming 
forth, thinking that the Bottom of the Womb isa 
Head: which fort of Tragedy I haye once feen, 
when fuch an ignorant Midwife expofed the Wo- 
man to the Hazard of her Life; yet uncertain whe- 
ther it was any thing elfe but a Head, fhe took 
Care that I fhould be called; when Icame, I found. 
the Woman lying in intolerable Pain, whom | 
having tried by the ‘Touch, I perceived the 
Bottom of the Womb inverted and drawn down 
into the Orifice; but it being prefently reftored to 
its Place, her Pains began to leflen, and by Degrees 
went away. ‘That Woman had certainly died ina 
little Time, if I had notcometo her Help. Thofe 
are free from that dangerous Miftake, that pals 
their Hand prefently into the Womb. | 

Fifthly, 1f my Hand is prefently after the Birth 
put intothe Womb, itaffures me, whether the Af- 
ter- Birth adheres to the Womb or not, which other- 
wife cannot be certainly known; which if I find 
loofe, I prefently draw out my Hand, holding it 
betwixt my Thumb and the reft of the Fingers of 
my right Hand, whilft I gradually draw the Na- | 
vel-{tring with my left, by which Method it is 
thruft out, without any Trouble to the Perfon; 
which truly may be done another Way, if Succefs 
“anfwers our With; but if it does not fall out } 
eye then it is not brought out without more 

ain. | 

Sixthly, If the Hand is prefently put up into the 
Womb, I foon perfect the Birth; torit is certain, 
I can fooner extract the After-birth, than another, 
who draws it out, or triesother ways; for Ido not — 
{pend my Time in trying this or that Method, but 

pros 
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proceed in that which is the fhorteft and mot 
ecrtain, 

Seventhly, This Method of drawing it out, pre« 
fently fatisfies me, whether one or more Infants are 
to be brought forth, or whether a Mole or a dead 
Infant remains behind; all which I can bring out 
before or after the Secundines, as there is Occafion. 

Eighibly, By this Means, befides bringing away 
the Seeundines, I can prefently do that inthe Womb, 
which I commonly ufed to do after the Birth; 
therefore becaufe | think it fafe and ufeful to putin 
the Hand fooner or later; I think it moft advifeable 
to do it prefently after the Birth. | 

But I do not only put my Hand into the Woinb 
for the Reafon juft now mentioned, that I might 
| fearch, whether the After-birth ftick to the Womb 
or not; nor only that I may know, whether one or 
more Infants. remain: behind alive or dead, or whe- 
ther a Mole lay hid, or any thing foreign is yet tobe 
brought out; but alfo that I may be fatisfied, whe- 
ther fome {mall Pieces of the Secundines or Mem- 
branes yet remain in the Womb, or any Clots of 
Blood ; befides I try, whether the W omb is well feated 
and contracted as it ought to be, and whether the 
Bottom ftand outa little with a Curve finus, (as the 
Corner of a Cap, when a Cork is thruft into it ) 
which happens by the drawing out of the Navel- 
firing or otherwife, and which is prefently to be 
reflored again, otherwife the Inverfion or falling 
down of the whole Womb follows, which is men« 
tioned above, tormenting the Woman, or expofing 
her to the Danger of her Life. Sometimes fome 
Reliques of the Secundines adhere to the Womb up 
and down, which are alfo to be got out, left the 
Woman fuffers any Mifchief from thence; befides, 
fome Part of the Membranes may remain in the 
Womb, efpecially a great deal of clotted Blood may 
_ becontained inthe Womb, which it is very necefia- 
_ ay fhould be taken away and excluded, Icf an im- 
mo- 
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moderate Flux of Blood follow with Faintings, and 
fometimes. Deliriums or Madnefs, nay Death it 
felf, as I have often feen; to wit, if thofe Clots of 
Blood have occafioned: Corruption; for thefe and 
a. great many other Reafons, it is neceflary the. 
Womb fhould be cleanfed. 
Neither when I take hold of the Secundines, do 
I prefently draw back my Hand, or if that hap- 
pens in drawing the Secundines out, I prefently 
put it in again, gently fearching the Womb on 
each Side, and if any of the above-mentioned 
Things are to be met with, I gather them into my 
Hand, and fuffer the Womb firft to be gently con- 
tracted about it above, and then towards its Ori- 
fice, and my Hand being gradually drawn down- 
wards, I take away every thing that is foreign, re- 
fpect likewife being had to the oblique Situation 
of the Womb; if for Example, it lies too much | 
upon the Vertebre of the Loins, and elevating it, 
(whilft it is gradually contracted) I reduce it 
into its natural Place towards the Fore-part; if it 
tends to one Side, I reduce it into the Middle; if 
it hangs forwards into the Belly, I bring it back- 
wards, and by this means I reftore it from every 
oblique Pofition by degrees; by degrees I fay, and 
not violently, for Violence is not to be ufed in thefe 
Cafes; Nature is to be helped, not hindered, and 
every Thing is to be done with Judgment; by this 
Means Iam now certain and fecure, that the Womb 
is well {hut and purged, which is the greateft Ad- 
vantage to’ a Woman that lies in. I can truly — 
teftifie, that I never faw many ill Symptoms in 
Women, fince | took this Care of them; wherefore 
I recommend it to all Midwives. The Vagina or 
Neck of the Womb is alfo warily to be examined, 
whether it be fmooth, or furnifhed confiderably 
with Wrinkles or Folds, which if there be any, are 
to be laid in Order; if the Womb be too much fal- 
Jen down, it is to be moved up again, as much 3 
USS hie poi- 
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poffible, and all Things are to be reftored to their 
natural State. 

But let us fee further how the After-birth is to 
be got out; holding the Navel-f{tring in the Left- 
Hand, let your Right-Hand be put in according 
to the Duct, and if the Secundine offers itfelf in 
the Mouth of the Womb, ftretching your Hand 
lengthways, take hold of it betwixt all your Fin- 
gers, and bring it out along with your Hand, whilft 
the other Hand holding the Navel-ftring gently at- 
tracts it; but if the After-birth is fo large that. it 
cannot pafs through the Mouth of the Womb, 
let the Woman prefs it down as if fhe were forcing 
out the Child, and let the String be gently drawn 
at the fame Time, that the Secundine may prefent- 
ly follow it. But if the Secundine partly or whol- 
ly fticks to the Womb, yet holding the String in 
the Left-Hand, let the Right-Hand be pafled ac- 
cording to the Duét, even to the Secundine, and 
fearch it by th€ Touch, and in that Part where it 
{ticks the leaft, or is moft loofe, having there paf- 
fed your Hand betwixt the Womb and the Secun- 
dine, move it backwards and forwards gently; For 
except it fticks very faft, by moving the Fingers , 
_ about thus, even to the Centre, it may eafily be 
pulled away, and being freed on each Side, it falls 
into the Hand of its own Accord; and when the 
Secundine is not loofened by moving it gently, then 
the two hindmoft Fingers being placed on its out- 
ward Part againft the Womb, and the foremoft Fine 
gers being placed againft the Infide of it, pull itaway, 
proceeding on every Side quite round, till it is quite 
* loofened; then it is to be brought out, as we faid 
of a loofe After-birth, every Thing being obferved 
which we have delivered. All thefe Things are to 
befdone witha great deal of Gentlenefs and Care, left 
the Womb fhould be broke or torn withthe Nails, or 
the Woman fhould be troubled with unneceflaryPain ; 
every Thing being done, as we have direéted in the 
% 4 | Womb, 
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Womb, let the Body be wrapped about with a- 
‘warm Cloth: the Legs put in their Place; let the 
Woman be put into her Bed, a Cloth being firft 
girt about her Hips, the Knot being tied on the 
Left-Side, that fhe may reft quietly. : 


CHAP. XxIX. 


Of a difficult. Labour, occafioned by a Dif- 
- eafe, or fome Fault of the Womb. 


HE Womb, as well as the reft of the Bo- 

dy, is fubje& to Difeafes, and by a Fall, 
a Slip, a Contufion, or Blow, €%c. is hurt, in- — 
flamed, exulcerated, grows hard and mortifies, 
from all which a difficult Labour proceeds. Some- 
times the Womb grows {chirrous, or is troubled 
with a Carcinoma or fiefhly Tumour, which makes — 
it grow ftiff and hard, fo that it is not prefled to- — 
gether without Difficulty. But fince Remediesare 
not eafily invented for thefe Maladies, nor are they 
_eafily (efpecially by Midwives) corrected, we fhall 
wave offering a Cure for them, leaving Phyficians 
and Surgeons to take Pains in thofe Cafes; only 
we fhall fay fomething of the Mouth of the Womb, 
that Midwives mdy fometimes ufe their Endeavours 

there, as occafion fhall require. . | 
~The Mouth of the Womb in a great many Wo- 
men is fo thick and hard, that it is hardly opened, 
which is moft ufual to thofe in Years, efpecially in 
the firft Birth, if the Parts are dried by continual 
Labour, and procefs of Time, the Womb of thefe 
Women grows dry and ftiff, it makes the Birth 
difficult, even though the Pe/vis or Paflage be lar- 
ger, but much more if it be narrower, and the - 
‘Point of the Os Sacrum be bent inwards. Ina large 
Pelvis a difficult Birth is occafioned by too great a. 
E : —  Defcene | 


‘ 
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Defcent of the Womb, in which Cafe the Liga- 
ments as well as the Fibres of the Vagina are too 
much relaxed, and the Bladder is too much drawn 
down; whence proceeds, as we faid above, an in- 
continency of Urine, and a continual defcent or 
falling down of the Womb or Vagina out of the 
Body, which occafions a great many Inconvenien- _ 
cies. In fome the Womb hangs out as big’ as ones 
Fift, and fometimes larger, which may intime cor= 
rupt and mortify, as feveral Examples witnefs. 

A Remedy may be found for this Malady, ex- . 
cept it be toogreat; andif it be incurable, Peffaries 
may be made fit for that Purpofe, to hinder its 
falling down, and hold the Wombup; to which 
End fee Fig. XV. which reprefents fuch commo- 
dious Peffaries, being fo ufeful, that they hinder 
not Copulation with a Husband, which Virgins 
may alfoufe, troubled with the falling down of the’ 
Womb or Vagina for other Reafons. 


An Explanation of Figure XV.. 


@ An oval Peflary, hollow within, a Hole ending 
in the acute Part. 3 

6 The fame more Triangular, 

¢ The fame oval and fharper. 

_@ The fame altogether round. 


Thefe Peffaries are made of Cork, Wood, Silver, 
_ orGold; thofe made of Cork or foft Wood are to 
be well waxed, or they foon corrupt, and fo occa- 
fion a painful Rottennefs and Exulceration ; but 
thofe made of Silver or Gold need not be waxed, 
but being hollow and light, are not offenfive by 
their Weight, but they are to be made very {mooth, 
left they fhould hurtand occafion Pain; thofemade 
of Cork are foft and eafily broke, but thofe of 
Wood are more lafting. | 


pee it 
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Itis to benoted, that thefe Peflaries do not on- 
ly differ as they are round, oval, or of .a triangular 
Form, but alfo in thicknefs, or rather depth ; for the 
Peffary d in its Circumference is only at its Extremi- 
ty as big as a Goofe-quill, but in the Middle, near 
the Hole, it is almoit four times thinner, and be- 
ing onevery Side hollow and thin from the Circum- 
ference to the Hole in the Middle, it fo ends; Ihave 

‘reprefented thefe Peflaries of the fame bignefs 
they ought to be. ‘The Peffary d is only a plain 

- Orb, and not deep, but the reft are broad and 
deep; the outmoft Part being two Fingers broads 
and they end towards the Centre, more oblique 
or acute from the Circumference ; their internal 
Cavity and Depth is anfwerable to their external. 
Breadth; all of them are equally well fmoothed 
and polifhed, without any Edge or Roughnefs 
which might hurt; thofe that are plain and orbicu- 
Jar, are fitted for unmarried Women, but the hol- 
low ones are fitteft for married Women, for Reae 
fons eafily known: WV. 8. All the Peffaries are per- 
forated orbicularly in the Middle, that the Hu-— 
mours may flow through them ; when the Womb 
is reftored to its Place and well feated, thefe Pef- 
farics are to be warily put into the Vagina, with the 
acuminated Part fore-moft, fo that the Middle of 
the Hole or Foramen may anfwer the Orifice of 
the Womb; whoever therefore knows the Form of 
the Pelvis well, may eafilycomprehend, that thofe 
three cornered or oval Peffaries are not to be inver- 
ted, but to be put into the Vagina the fame Way, 
asis reprefented in the Figures | 

But it is rather the Duty of an underftanding 
Midwife to affift a Woman in Labour feafonably; 
and to be-cautious, left fhe fall into fuch kind of 
Accidents; which is done by keeping the Mouth 

of the Womb in its Place, nor ever fuffering it to 

fall into the Borders of the Privitiess when prefled . 

by Pains; much lefs that the Head by its Force 
oa 
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fhould thruft it out of the Body; but if the Mid- 
wifekeeps itin its Place, thofe ill Accidents would 
not only be prevented, but the Mouth of the 
Womb would be more eafily opened, and the Wo- 
man in Labour would fooner bring forth her Child, 
and more commodioufly, as we have fhewn in the 
foregoing Chapter. » 

_ If the Woman’s Pelvis is too narrow, the Mid- 
‘wife is not fo much to take Care of keeping up the 
Mouth of the Womb, asof opening it, or of ma- 
king Way for its opening; the beft Way of doing 
which is fhewn ina preceding Chapter, viz. If 
fhe thruft back the Os Coccygis, her Handbeing firft 
well anointed: with Oil, which going back, the 
Head of the Infant may prefs upon the Mouth of 
the Womb with greater Force, and as that refifts, 
it thrufts its Head upon it, and by that means ic 
, Cannot work its Way ; but firft the Midwife ought 
to be certain, that the Os Coccygis is the Hindrance 
or Impediment, before fhe endeavours to thruft it 
back, and to guide the Head firft dire&ly into 
the Mouth of the Womb, whilft the thrufts the 
naa Coccygis backwards, otherwife the Labour is 
oft. | i 


CHAP. Xxx 


Of a difficult Birth from the Faults of the 
Vagina or Neck of the Womb, of the Blad- 
der, the Inteftinum Rectum or trait Gut, 
of the Privities. es 


macs: ftraightens the Paflage more, which 
was too narrow before, muft make. the 
Birth more difficult ; but fometimes the Neck of 
_ the ‘Womb, the Bladder and its Neck, or the Jnte- 
fiinum Retium may be mete and troubled ic 
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‘Tumours or Ulcers, either purulent and other Ma- 
ignant ones, or with Glands more or lefs hard, great 
and painful ; all which very much ftraighten, and fo 
clofely fhut up thefe Parts, that not fo much as a 
Finger, much lefs a Hand, can be put up without 
a great deal of Pain and Trouble. Concerning this, 

Paulus Portael tells a notable Story of a Noble 
Woman, whofe Private Parts were fo {welled and 
inflamed, that he could fcarce pafsa Probe, but af- 
ter having thruft in his Finger, he gradually dilated 
them more and more, till at laft he had opened 
the Paflage fufficiently for the Infant, upon whicha 
happy Birth enfued. In all thefe Symptoms I re- 
fer you, not without Reafon, to the Advice of 
Phyficians and Surgeons, efpecially to a skilful one 
that practifes Midwifery ; which a Woman may do 
without lofing her Credit, or degrading herfelf ; 
for itis more commendable for her not to meddle, 
but diftruft herfelf, and commit the Matter to 
another, than rafhly to endeavour more than fhe 

‘can do, trufting to her Knowledge and Experience. 
I might fay more here of the Manner of handling 
fuch Symptoms, but fince the Information I give in 
this Book is not writ for Men-Midwives that pra- 
ctife Surgery, thereforeI fhall pafs thofe as well as 
other Things by, proceeding to another Accident 
which often hinders Birth, viz. falling down 
of the Vagina; notthat which happens after Birth, 
but prefently before the Birth in the Beginning of 
the Labour, which often hinders young Midwives 
from a further fearch by the Touch, that they can- 
not proceed fo well as they ought; this Sort of fal- 
ling down of the Vagina, the Country Midwives 
in Frifiacall Precinotorium, becaufe it is placed be- 
fore the Entrance, which they might rather call 
Oleéius, becaufe it lies before or oppofite to the — 
firft Entrance ; and then becaufe they know no 
other Remedy, they endeavour to retain it within 

lor clofeto the Body, by fomenting that Part of the © 

V agina 
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Fagina that falls down, and patiently wait upon 
the Cafe, till all Things fucceed of their own Ac« 
cord ; which except it happens, wanting Advice, 
they know not what to do, only fit by the Wo- 
man every Day, till the Infant is brought forth on- 
ly by the Affiftance of God Almighty, orthe Mo- 
ther or the Infant end their Days. | 
_ When a Midwife is called to a Woman in La- 
bour, whom fhe knows to be afflicted with the fal- 
ling down of the Vagina, let her prefently ufe her 
beit Endeavours to reftore the Part to its Place ; 
and then take a great deal of Care, that fhe may 
not fuffer the Mouth of the Womb to fal] down, 
but retain it above in the Vagina, and as much as 
may be, keep it up with her Hands, till the Wo- 
man hath brought forth both the Infant and After- 
Birth ; after which, let her ufe her bett Endeavours 
_ to reftore the Womb and Vagina, and every Thing 
\ being laid fmooth, let her not fuffer one Fold or 
Wrinkle to lie upon another; then placing her 
with her Head lower in the Bed, (by the Advice 
of fome Phyfician or Surgeon) give her drying Me- 
dicines, making ufe of Strengthning and Aftringent 
Fomentations, by which, in Time, the Vagina is 

again confirmed in its Place. 
_ The Bladder, and fometimes the Lnteftinum Rece 
tum alfo, are affliéted with Tumour and Exulcera- 
tions, by which the Paflage is {traightened and 
tormented $ to fuch the Midwife is to make ufe of 
a great deal of Gentlenefs, avoiding the Parts af- 
fected as much as fhe can. Sometimes Stones in the 
_ Bladder, or its Neck, make the Paflage painful or 
_ difficult; then the Midwife is to dilate the fame 
as much as fhe can, thrufting back the Os Coccygis, 
that the Infant’s Head may more eafily fall down, 
Without touching the Bladder too muchy if the 
_ Excrements hardened in the ftrait Gut make the 
Paffage narrower, fhe is to empty it by one or 
more Clyfters if there is Occafion, as above-men- 
L 3 tioned, 
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tioned, ot by the Advice of a prudent Phyfician 5 
and whatever Tumour or Ulcer there is in the Ju-. 
teftinum Reéfum, it isin the firft Place carefully to 
be minded, left the Excrements hardened, fhould 
prefs againft it, by which the Pains would be in- 
creafed. | mags 
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Of adifficult Birth, fromthe too great firmnefs 
of the Membranes which contain the Hu- 
mours, or the Placenta being firft brought 
forth. ; 


HESE two Impediments may be reckoned 
amongft thofe that, as we have faid, hinder 

the Birth, viz. too firm a Membrane, and the 
falling down of the Placenta. If I {peak of the 
Membranes andthe Placenta, which indeed are but © 
one, J would have them diftinguifhed, in as much 
as they diftinétly offer themfelves moft commonly 
in Birth; for the thinneft Part, if it appears full of 
Humours like a Bladder, we call it the Lympha- 
tick Membranes but the thicker Part afterthe Fe- 
tus is brought forth, to which the broken Mem- 
brane and the Navel-firing adheres and is fixed, 
we call the Secundine and Placenta; that thinneft 
Part of the Secundine, fufficiently diftended with 
Humours, is either broke, atthe laft, out of which 
the Humours commonly flow fuddenly, and fome- 
time the Infant itfelf comes out; but if that Mem- 
brane, or rather Membranes (for it is double, compo- 
fed of two Membranes) isnot broke at a convenient 
Time, thatis, when the Mouth of the Wombis fufs 
ficiently dilated, fo that the Birth is hindered thereby, 
| then ~ 
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then'theMidwife may break it without Danger, to 
promote it ; which fhe may do by pulling it afun- 
der with her Nails, without drawing the Mem- 
brane to her, left fhe fhould feparate the Secundine 
or Placenta from the Womb, which would kill the 
Infant, except it be prefently born; but the Mid- 
wife is to take a great deal of Care, left fhe fhould 
break the Membrane too foon; for perhaps per- 
fuading herfelf that the Membrane hindered the 
Birth, by breaking the fame too foon, when the 
Waters are drawn away, the Infant may be left 
in the Straits, and the Birth be delayed ; for the 
Humours much more commodioufly open the — 
Mouth of the Wombthanthe Head of the Infant; 
wherefore the Membrane is not to be broken, be- 
fore the Mouth of the Womb is fufficiently opened, 
and equals the Bignefs of the Head in Breadth, fo 
that the Infant may eafily penetrate it. 

But perhaps fome may think, what fignifics it 
whether the Membrane be broke too foon? The 
Membranes are fometimes broke from about the 
Humours, when the Mouth of the Womb is {carce 
half open, and neverthelefs the Infants are brought 
fafe into the World; Truly Iconfefs this does hap- 
pen, and that the Membranes are broke within the © 
Womb, fo that the Humours flow out by Drops ;' 
and in fome Women the Membranes are broke two 
or three Weeks before the Birth, and yet the In- 
fants are brought forth alive ; but this is always 


: the Fault of Nature ; for when the Waters flow 


out fo unfeafonably before the ufual Time, the 
Birth does not fucceed fo eafily, as when the Hu- 
mours open the Mouth of the Womb, for the 
Head of the Infant to go out, and at the fame 
time make the Way moiftand{mooth, fo that the 
Infants more eafily flide out, than when the Hu- 
mours being firft difcharged, and the Paflage dried; 
it is requifite to anoint it with Oil to make it {mooth 
and flippery, and thus to fupply the Want of Hu- 
Ay Te . b4 mours 
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mours; therefore except therebe neceflity, before 
the Mouth of the Womb is fufficiently open, the , 
Membrane is not to bebroke; I fay except there — 
beneceflity. For it may happen, that Neceffity 
may compel a Midwife to break the Membrane, 
to prevent Mifchief; for Example, if an experien- 
ced and difcerning Midwife find by the Touch, that 
the Navel-flring 1s fallen down into the Paflage be- 
fore the Head, and that in aroundand narrow Pe/- 
vis, fothat itmay be feared, that unlefs that String 
is moved behind the Head, it may be fo much pref- 
fed by it, that the Circulation or Paflage of the 
Blood may be hindered or ftopped, which would 
certainly kill the Infant: All her Endeavours to re- 
move and keep the String behind the Head being 
in vain, fhe is forced to break the Membrane, 
without refpeét to its Quantity ; for the falling 
‘down of the Umbilical Vein before the Hea 5 
brings more Danger than the Efflux of the Hu- 
mours 3 for this in fome meafure delays the Birth, 
but the other kills the Infant ;_ therefore the leaft 
danger is to be chofen; but in {mooth Pe/vis’s the 
falling down of the Umbilical Vein isnot fo dange- 
rous, as in lefs that are round; though a {mooth 
Pelvis fooner occafions an ill turning ot the Womb 
and Infant; for in that, except it is too narrow al- 
fo, there is room enough for the Umbilical Vein, 
where being laid afide a little, it is lefs prefled up- 
on; the Midwife then minding this, as foon as the © 
Waters are flowed out, may prefently remove it be- 
hind the Head. And by what Reafon the Midwife _ 
may know and remove the falling down of the Um- 
bilical Vein before the Head, before the Mem- 
brane is broke, we fhall deliver in its Place, when 
we treat hereafter of the falling down of the Na- _ 
vel-ftring, and then we thall further fee upon what 
eccafion the Membrane may be broke | 


Therefore 
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Therefore as a Membrane which is too firm, fo 
the Exclufion of the Secundines or Placenta may be 
haftened or retained in the Paflage, viz. if it be 
loofened from the Womb, and is carried down with 
its heavier Part fallen into the Entrance of the 
Womb, and ftops the Infant’s Way. This, Firff, isto 
be known bythe Touch, when both Fingers being 
put. into the Orifice of the Womb, neither the 
Membrane nor the naked Head is perceived ; on 
the Contrary, thick and foft Flethis felt, not much 
different from the Flefh of an Infant, which is al- 
ways of a more folid Subftance, either of itfelf, or 
the Bones which are covered with it: Befides, it 
appears, that that Fleth is without Formand with- 
out Bones, quite different from the Fleth of an In- 
fant. ‘This foft Flefh hinders the Midwife, that 
fhe cannot feel or diftinguith the Parts of an In- 
fant next to the Entrance, asfheufed to do. Se- 
condly, ‘This Cafe is always joined with a Flux of 
Blood, fo great fometimes, that both the Mother 
and the Infant are in danger of their Lives; wheres 
fore a prudent Midwife, without any Delay, will 
haften the Birth of the Infant after this Manner. 
Her two firft Fingers either together, or fucceffively 
being thruft into the Mouth of the Womb, let her 
remove, as well as fhecan, the Placenta, till the 
Membranes appear, which fhe is to pull in pieces 
with her Fingersor Nails; or when fhe cannot re- 
move the Secundine, thrufting her Fingers into its 
foft Subftance, and there dilating them, and moving 
_ them to and again, fhe may {0 tear it in pieces, . 
that at the laft ic is perforated; and inftead of the 
conftant Flux of Blood which appeared before, the 
Humours will prefently flow out ; upon which the 
Flux of Blood is prefently leffened, or will altoge- 
ther ceafe ; for the retabula or Veflels of the 
Womb being opened by pulling away the Secun- 
dine, which could not be {topped whilft the 
Womb wasaltogether fo much extended, upon the — 
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flowing out of the Humours are contraéted, be-= 
caufe the Womb can now contract itfelf, or rather 
when itis ftraightened by the Inteftines more pow~ 
erfully, the cetabula ave more comprefled, and the 
Mouths of the Veins fhut up more clofely; this is 
the Reafon both of the Flux, and its ftopping. 
Some prefently penetrate the Placenta or Secundines 
with a hair Needle, which I do not approve of, 
(if. it can be done with the Fingers) becaufe the 
Infant is eafily hurt; and therefore [I had rather 
fhe would endeavour to perforatethe Placenta with 
_ her Fingers, and then dilate the Hole (as much as 
- the opening of the Mouth of the Womb will ad- 
mit) and as much as fhecan, remove the Placenta 
by difperfing it ; fo that the Head, if it is firft, 
may fall into the Paflage, and the Infant being © 
prefled down by Pains, may be brought forth; or ~ 
af it be ill turned, the Midwife without delay is to - 

endeavour to draw it out by the Feet, as we fhall 
teach in its Place, ‘when we treat of the turning 
of Infants: Truly in this Cafe, delays are not to be 
made, becaufe the Infant in this Condition cannot 
live long 5 wherefore ‘a difcreet Midwife will en- 
deavour, though not rafhly, to haften the Birth of 
the Infant asmuchas fhe can, and will bring forth 
the After-birth prefently when the Infant is born, 
which fometimes fticks fo faft to the Mouth of the 
Womb or the Vagina with congealed Blood, that — 
- one would think they were not only grown toge- 
ther, but one: Then it is to be feparated by the 
Fingers, always beginning in that Part where it 
fticks the leaft, as will appear, when we teach the 
Manner of bringing away all After-births. But if 
the Secundine by Chance comes fo forwards, that 
it can {carce be removed, it will be better firft to 
bring that forth; but otherwife it is better to leave 
it inthe Womb till the Infantis born, co 
it Oh sie | Br OP BE it 
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CET Ake 


Of a dificult Birth, when the Child is dead. 


ee Monett the Difficult and Non-natural Births, 
A the Exclufion of ‘dead Infants is alfo to be 
numbered, whether it happens at the fet Time, or 
the Infants die in the Birth, or fome Days before ; 
for.certainly a dead Infant is born preternaturally, 
and contrary to expectation; fince Birth is confi- 
dered as the Entrance into Life, and not Death. © 
- © As Nature by no means defigns' to produce dead 
Children, fo alfo their Birth’ is not fo eafy as that 
of thofe alive; for whatever lives, hath Motion, 
and living Infants with their Size and Vigour have 
a Tendency towards a larger Space ; and fo per- 
ceiving themfelyes tobe urged by the Inteftines or 
Guts preffing upon them, they endeavour to clear 
themfelves, and try by repeated Pain, to break 
out from their Confinement by the Way that is 
open, always rufhing into a larger Space, which 
dead ones do not; for as much as like Sacks filled 
with Sand, or a Lump of dead Flefh, they lie im- 
moveable, and are only moved one Way or the 
other by their own Weight, being void of Motion 
of themfelves; if by chance dead Infants are pla- 
ced in an oblique Wombill turned, in or above an 
oblique plain Pelvis, the Woman in Labour being 
fick and infirm, and that the Os Coccygis is much 
bent, and the Privities ftraightened, or at leaft 
fome of thefe Inconveniencies meet, then the Mid- 
Wives muft take a great deal of Pains; Befides it 
often happens, that dead Infants offer themfelves 
ill turned; one Side, or the Belly, the Hands or 
the Feet, being againft the Entrance of the Womb; 
or fome way obliquely turned, as it will more 
evidently appear, when we {peak of Infants ill 
asa turned; 
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turned, or an oblique Womb ; all thefe Inconveni- 
encies make the Work more difficult, fo that they 
are not undefervedly reckoned among unnatural 
or. difficult Births, But that we may avoid Confu- 
fion, we fhall not here {peak of. any Inconveniency, 
but what is occafioned by the Death of the Infant, 
leaving the reft to their proper Places; in this 
Place we only treat of a Fetus or dead Infant ina 
Womb well feated. 

Though none can doubt, whether dead Infants 
areéborns; yet it is very doubtful, whether an In- 
fant be alive or dead, as long as it flicks in the 
Mouth of the Womb in order to Birth, efpecially 
if it comes with the Head foremoft, well turned ; 
for it can neither be certainly known by the Mid- 
wife’s Touch, who can only touch a Part of the 
Head, nor by the Teftimony of the Woman in 
Labour, who for a longer or fhorter Time afferts 
that fhe felt the Infant alive, becaufe we are fuf- 
ficiently taught by Experience, that thofe Signs - 
commonly fi. The moft certain Sign of all is, 
the Diffolution of the Cuticle on the Top of the 
Head, which happens not till fome time after the 
Death of the Infant. I remember that I was once 
called into a certain Town not far from my own 
Houfe, where a Woman had lain fome Days in 
Labour; the Infant came very well turned, and the 
Mother and Midwife affrm’d, before me and my 
‘Wife, who was with me, that fhe had not for two 
Days perceived the Infant move, and therefore 
doubted not but it was dead; nor could we learn 
“any thing elfe by all the Signs that we enquired 
after; therefore we did all we could to fave the 
Woman, who was in danger of her Life, by no 
means {paring the Infant, preffing the Head fome- 
times this Way, fometimes that, and a Linen 
Rowler, like a Frifian Collar being put in behind 
it, we pulled it confiderably by both Ends; at the 
fame time doing our utmoft Endeavour to dilate 

| ‘the. 


~Mipwirery Lmprovd. 157” 


the Paflage that was very clofe, by which means 
the Woman, as we thought, brought forth a dead 
Child, nor did any Body about her doubt of it: 
But the miferable Infant a little after, beyond ex- 
pectation filled our Ears with its Crying, and lived 
a few Days after. I was mightily concerned for 
it, upon the Account of two or three Lumps which 
it had got on its Head by too much Compreffion, 
and I confefs that this Miftake for {0 many Years 
hath been a Warning to me, and will fo continue, 
whilft I live, never to deal with an Infant as if 
it_were dead, perfuaded by the Teftimony of the 
Woman or the Midwife; nay I miftruft my own | 
Senfe, taking nothing as certain, but the Diffolution 
of the Skin upon the Top of the Head, which is 
not eafily diffolved there, becaufé it fticks there by 
the help of the Hair, nor can the Infant be touched 
further without the greateft Labour; wherefore I 
think it neceffary to add here, that Midwives can- 
not meet witha more grievous Cafe than when they 
are obliged to handle the Infant as dead to fave the 
Mother’s Life, which never happens, except when 
Infants offer themfelves well turned, with a Head 
very big, and too fmall a Paflage, not fubjec& to 
extend; or if the Infant, by reafon of an oblique 
Womb fticks in the Paflage like an Elbow bent, as 
will appear by what follows, where we treat of an 
oblique Womb: It was a Cafe of that Kind, which 
we juft now mentioned an Example of ; and for fe 
veral Reafons, there is feldom occafion for an In- 
fant to be handled like a dead one, that is held in 
the Paffage only by its bignefs, if as it is very ne- 
ceffary, the Midwife does but know prefently in 
the Beginning, whether the Womb is ill or well 
turned, that {he may difcern, whether the Infant 
is to be brought forth only by prefling Pains or an 
aflifting Hand; fo that to draw out fuch Infants 
with Hooks or other wounding Inftruments, out 
of a Womb well fituated, {cems to me unjuft; for 
if 4, thofe 
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thofe which come well turned, with too big a 
Head, or in a Paflage too marrow and unapt to ex 
tend, if they are already fallen down with the Pel- 
wis, may yet be faved by feafonable help; there- 
fore I think thofe fort of Men certainly commit a 
Fault, who are fo little afraid of handling thefe In- 
fants, as if they were dead ; if not before Men, to 
whom every thing is notfeen through, yet fure be- 
fore God, to whom the moft hidden Things are 
vifible; therefore fuch fort of Infants, of which we 
{fpeak, whether dead or alive, are to be brought 
forth only by the Midwife’s Hand, and not by 
wounding Inftruments, becaufe it is hard to be 

certain, as we have faid, whether they are dead ot 
alive. ay > 
Some being ignorant whether thofe Infants are 
placed in a direét or an oblique Womb, make ule 
of a Sort of Hooks to draw them out, which they 
faften, if they can, in the Side of the Head or Ears, 
or any Place they can conveniently; and if they 
can, they make ufe of two, viz. One of each Side 
the Head, with which they draw down the Head, 
taking Care, if the Hooks happen to flip out, left — 
it fhould hurt the Womb or Vagina. But to con- 
fefs the Truth, the Ufe of them is very dangerouss 
efpecially if the Midwife or Surgeon is not very 
careful, or ready handed, becaufe they may eafily - 
hurt the Woman fome where or other, and efpe- 
cially if the Hook happen to flip out, as it may _ 

eafily though the greateft Caution is ufed; befides. 
thofe that make ule of Hooks, moft commonly kill 
the Infant. Mr. Mauriceau hath invented another 
kind of Inftrument, -which in French is called la tire 
tefley which may be termed an Extraétor or an E-— 

duttor of the Head. ‘Truly this Inftrument is more 

commodious, and lefs dangerous for the Womanin 
Labour than Hooks, but always kills the Infants 
therefore in this Cafe it cannot be ufed with adafe 
Confcience, but (the direct or oblique Situation - 
) | r the - 
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the Womb being known) is to be rejeGted by all 
good Men as hurtful, except they are certain upon 
Trial, that the Infant is dead, which does. not cer- 
tainly appear, except by the Diffolution of the Skin 
upon the Top of the Head, as we faid above. 


CHAP. XXxmi. 


Of a difficult Birth, by reafon of the Infants 
| coming before the Time. 


a lat defigns (if I may fo fpeak) her Fruit 
to be ripe and kind, but when her common 
 Courfe is hindered, the Fruit falls unripe and un- 
timely, without, Pleafure or Sweetnefs; therefore 
Infants that are born before the Seventh Month, 
_ may be compared to unripe Fruit, feldom living 3 
fuch a Birth is reckoned amongtt thofe that are un- 
natural; moft commonly occafioned by ill Symp- 
toms. ps : 
‘By an untimely Birth, 1 mean fuch, as when a 
human Body is born, whether big or little, alive ot 
dead; but not what fome call an Abortive, or 
Mifcarriage, in which the Parts of a human Body 
do not yetappear diftinét, but rather like a Bubble 
or Wind Egg; nor do I mean that Birth, common- 
ly called a Mole, which is nothing but a fhapelefs. 
Mafs of Fleth without a Secundine; nordo mean’ 
feveral other forts of Excrements, which the Womb 
Ufually cafts forth as hurtful and troublefome 5 
but a Woman that is truly with Child, if the 
bring forth a Fetus before the Seventh Month, 
though never fo little before it, that I call an un- 
timely Birth and Abortive; this, as common Ex- 
perience witnefles, happens too often, the Caufe 
of which is manifold and various; yet fearful Wo- 
men, and thofe that are timorous and paffionate, 
, ig Se eRe aR ab et te 
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are moft commonly fubje&toit; for thofe Paffions 
of the Mind putting all the Blood into a violent 
Motion, occafion an Hemorrhage, which is moft 
commonly fucceeded by a Mifcarriage. And in ge- 
neral, whatever deftoys a Fetus in the Womb, is 
the Caufe of a Mifcarriage; for an untimely Birth 
-commonly follows the Death of an Infant; for the 
Infant being dead cannot be long contained in the 
Womb without Corruption; and though fome Ex- 
amples happen of dead Infants being contained in 
the Womb a long Time, and almoft confumed theres 
yet they are unufual and rare. On the contrary, 
we find by Experience, that dead Infants flay not 
long in the Womb, for as much as they lie there, as 
an ufelefs and troublefome Weight contrary to Na- 
‘ture. But I fhall pafs by the proper Caufes of 
Mifcarriage, left I fhould rather feem to’ inftruct _ 
Phyficians than Midwives, for it is not my Defign 
‘to prefcribe them Forms of Medicines to remove 
them; but I fhall infift only on the Art of Mid- 
wifery, and the general Knowledge which belongs 
to that. | 

I have faid, that fearful, timorous, and paffionate 
Women eafily mifcarry, efpecially if any of them 
are fubject to an Hemorrhage upon Paffion or Fear; 
for nothing fooner drives out a Fetus than a He- 
morrhage; and though perhaps the Fetus is not 
quite drove out by it, yet if it continues till fhe is 
troubled with fainting Fits, and it be obferved, 
that after an immoderate Flux of Blood, fhe is 
feized with Cramps and Convulfions, then the Fetus — 
muft needs be brought forth, except you intend 
the Woman fhould die; fo that a Hamorrhage is _ 
always the Caufe of a Mifcarriage, whether the 
Pains force the Birth, or the Fetus be taken away 
by the Midwife. 

Thofe immoderate and continual Fluxes proceed 
from the feparation of the Secundine, if that is 
partly or wholly loofened and feparated from the 

ae Womb 
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‘Womb by. violent Paffions of the Mind, or a Fall, 
a Slip, or too much Extention, or any violent Mo- 

‘tion; when this is done, the Flux cannot be ftop« 
ped, but continues, fo that the Blood falling down 
in Clots, at laft occafions Fainting, and except the 
Fetus is then brought away, Convulfions follow, 
and. at laft certain Death ; wherefore in fuch Cafes 
Extremities are not to be waited for, but the In- | 
fant is to be drawn away in lime, efpecially if the 
Secundine is found by the Touch to lie againtt 
the Mouth of the Womb, becaufe then all Hopes 

. of flopping the Fluxis paft ; and if there be any 
Sign of Hopes to fave the Infant, Preparations mutt 
be prefently made to bring it forth, by which 

Means the Infant is fometimes faved, if it be about 

ithe feventh Month. | 
( Sometimes it happens, that Women with Child 
nave their Courfes regularly till they are brought 

to bed, or are troubled with fome other extraordi- 
Flux, which, if they lic in their Bed, may be ftop- 
ped by the Ufe of internal or external Medicines, 
and then there is no need of bringing the Infanc 
away: But if the Flux owes its Original to tbe Se~ 
paration of the Secundine, nothing will ftop it but 
afudden Birth of the Infant, which is not to be de« 
ferred too long, left the Woman fhould die under 

‘your Hands. ‘This Exclufion of the Infant, after 
fuch an Hemorrhagy, may be not only before the 
feventh Month, but alfo at any 'Time, whether be- 

fore.or after the feventh Month ; and if the Bu- 

“finefs is eafily perfected after the feventh Month, 

that gives greater Hopes than before, that both 
the Mother and the Infant may be faved ; for 
it feldom happens, that Children that are brought - 
forth before the feventh Month are alive, or if 
: we are born alive, yet they commonly die foon 
aiter. ; 
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The Method of bringing forth fuch Fetus’s i$ 
thus: The Woman being placed in Bed, with the 
upper and lower Part of her Body almoft equal, 
thruft one or more of your Fingers into the Mouth) 
of the Womb, (as it is more or lefs open,) dilating/\ 
it fo much with them, that you may put in the)” 
Ends of them all; by which Means being gradually! 
dilated, at laft itis open enough, fuppofing the 
Infant five, fix, or feven Months old, ormore; other-) 
wife if it be younger, it may be brought forth) 
fometimes with one or two Fingers ; therefore all) — 
‘Things are to be done with Judgment. The Mouth 
of the Womb being thus enlarged, the Membrane, 
if it offers itfelf} is to be torn with the Fingers, — 
making ufe of the Nails if there be Occafion, upon 
which the Humours. will foon flow out; when the 
Membrane is broke, the Hand is to be put into” 
it, to the Infant’s Feet, which (except they offer 
themfelves firft) are to be fought in their Place, 
nor is any other Part of the Infant to be taken hold, 
of, or brought firft into the Paflage, not tho’ it be, — 
the Head that offers itfelf ; for when aWoman with 
Child is weak and infirm, and moft commonly 
wants the Pains of Child-Bed, the Exctufion of the 
Infant is by no Means to be left to Nature, but to 
be performed by Art; therefore the Infant’s Feet 
are to be found out, and to be drawn out both to- 
gether if poflible, and thus the Infant is to be 
turned, which is eafily done before the Humours 
are wholly fow’d out, and the Womb is loofe and 
flippery. But if you cannot join both Feet toge- | 
ther, draw down one at leaft, only taking Care, — 
that it fticks no where, and the turning of the In- 
fant will fucceed well: Having drawn one of the © 
Feet towards you, endeavour to get the other, and 
joining them together, draw them out 3 and whilft 
they are drawn into the Paffage, it is to be obfer=- _ 
ved. well, how they are turned. Jf the Toes are 
turned upwards or towards either Side, then hold= _ 

ing | 
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ing the Feet together, as you draw them out gram 
dually, turn them after this Ma iner 5 both Feet 
being taken hold of, are drawn forward with one 
Hand, whilft the other, as well as you can, is 
_ thruft towards the Knees or Buttocks, and by 
thisupper Hand the Body of the Infant is twifted 
or turned, fo that its Belly, Voes, and Face tend 
downwards towards the Inteflinum Reétum, or 
fireight Gut ; and thus the Infant is quite drawn 
out; after which the Secundine is brought forth, 
whether it be yet feparated and loofe from the _ 

omb, or in fome Meafure, though commonly 
flightly, adheres to it. Then further, the Womb 
is to be cleanfed from all the clotted Blood, Mem-= 
| branes, or whatever was left in it, as we fhall thew 
more fully hereafter, 


ra. ek ee 


OF a dificult Birth from the Infant?s being 
too big. 


) AL S the Parts of Women ferving to Generation 
A are fometimes too fmall, fo Infants fome- 
times are too big ; for. between the Pafiage and 
that which ought to go through it, a juft Propor- 
tion is required, otherwife the one Cannot pafs 
through the other; and whether the Paflage be too 
harrow, or the Thing that is to pafs too large, 
that alters not the Midwife’s Work neceflary in this - 
Cafe ; and fince the Bones of the Pelvis, if the 
hinder the Paflage, cannot be dilated, but the Os 
Coccygis only, all the Work is with the Infants, 
which fince they cannot be drove ‘out by the Efi- 
cacy of the Pains, there is occafion for the Hand of 
a Midwife, by which they are more commodioufly 
brought forth by the Feet than the Head, and 
Pee 2 ought 
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this is done more fafely in the Beginning of theLa+ 
bour, than afterwards, when you are in Diftrefs ; 
yet when Infants are already prefled down into. 
the. Narrownefs of the Peo they ‘are to be’affift- 
ed, by dilating in fome Meafure the Paflage be 
low, near the Os Coccygis, as we have fhewn in 
Chap. XXXII. which we fhall not repeat here. — 
It mayfometimeshappen, thatthe Infant’sHead . 
in Proportion to the Pe/vis, fo much ‘éxceeds in) 
Quantity,that it cannot be brought whole through 
the Pelvis, tho’ it comes well turned, the Womb. 
being ina right Pofture 5 in fuch an extraordinary . 
Cafe, extraordinary Means are to be ufed to pre= © 
ferve the Mother’s Life. But of this we thall give © 
eur Opinion at the End in. the Appendix, where 
we fhall fhew what we think is to be done in fuch _ 
a Cafe, fince under the Pretence of great Heads, a 
- great many Infants have perifhed miferably. 


CHAP. XXXVi 


Of adificult Birth occafford by the ill turns 
ang of Infants im general. a ae 


| 

; | 

: AX ING hitherto obferved the Method prow — 
A pofed, we have confidered the Caufes of a 

’ difficult Birth in Infants well turned in a Womb 
well placed: We fhall next proceed to confider © 
‘the ill Pofture of Infantsin aWomb well placed, as 
‘the Caufe of a difficult Birth, and that ina two-fold | 
Senfe: Fir/t, Properly, according to the Opinionof 
Authors who have writ before of Midwifery,whofe 

- Opinion is received generally as “gtounded upon 
Reafonand Experience. Secondly, We thall feefrom 
the Annotations annexed, that {uch an ill turning © 
of the Infant, joined with an iil Situation of the” 
_Womb, makes the Birth much more difficult, andl 
that” 


- 
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that the true Knowledge of a Thing being learned 
by this Hypothefis, all Endeavours are. to be ufed 
in fuch a Cafe, which being neglected through ig- 
norance, is the Caufe, why the Woman does not 
bring forth the Infant, or that a great many Pains 


_ ,are infli@ed on the Mother and Infant to no Pur- 


pofe, I am obliged to a clearer and fuller Expla- 
nation of this Matter, the more, both becaufe I am 
the firft Author of it that I know of, and becaufe 
think the Demonftration of this Truth is of the 
pieatet Concern ; wherefore, if to illuftrate the 

‘hing more clearly, I have Occafion to repeat the 


fameT hing in a great many. Places, that 1s done on- 
_ ly, that I may add more Weight to the ‘Truth and 


importance’ of the Matter, which otherwife may 
‘be but flightly regarded. Md pital ate 
Therefore in the following Chapters, we hall 


- confider and explainthe ill Situationof Infantsin a 


Womb rightly, placed; affirming, that the ull turn- 
ing of Infants in a Womb ill placed, always occa- 
fions more Inconveniency and Hindrance, than in 
one well placed, which we shall demonitrate every 


where inits Place, with Notes annexed; alloamongft _ 
_ the ill Turnings of Infants, we fhall reckon thofe 


which offer themfelves in the Paflage or Mouth of 
the Womb with the Head foremoft, yet with their 
Face upwards, or turned on either Side ; or, whofe 


Heads are ftopped in the Paflage by this or that 


‘Thing coming forth before or along with them ; for 


» Example, aHand, a Foot, or the Navel-String, &e. 
«which hinder the Birth and make it difficult. 


If I thould fatisfy my felf only in propoling the 


ill Verfion or Turning of Infants in a Womb, well 


placed,'I fhould. do the fame which all other Wri- 


» ters before me have done, who cither wanting fufli- 


cient Light, or Ingenuity, have neglected or 


» concealed the chief Science in Midwifery in a 


eo difficult Birth, «1 eafily perfuade myfelt, that ts 


M3 done 
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done for Want of Knowledge, Attention, anda 
diftinét Apprehenfion of Vhings, rather than Dif- 
ingenuity; for it is {carcecredible, that if they had | 
known ‘Things weil, they would have given us Fi- 
gures fo defective. Amongft all the Figures I have 
feen, I have not met with one that reprefented the 
ill Situation of the Womb, much lefs an Infant ill 
feated in aWomb ill fituated 5 whence I conclude, 
that all Authors believ'd, that every difficult Birth 
-took its Original only from the ill turning of the 
Infant in a Womb well placed 5; when on the con= - 
trary, a great many difficult Births, nay, moft of 
the moft difficult, proceed from the ill Situation of 
the Womb, by which, very often that ill turning 
of the Infant in the Womb is occafion’d; for thofe | 
that in the Beginning are well turned, by Reafon | 
of the ill Si uation of the Womb, being not able to 
pafs into or through the Pe/vzs, from being well 
turned, they become iJl turned 5; which commonly 
happens for Want of feafonable Help, as we thall 
demonftrate in the following Chapters. Since thefe 
‘Things are fo,who will not ailert with me, that the 
“Knowledge of the various Pofitions of the Womb, 
is of the greateft Concern, and very neceflary for 
thofe that practife Midwifery, who would faithful- 
ly affift a Woman in Labour? “jes 
- Butif Thad reprefented all and every one of the 
ill Potitions of the Womb, and the ill Verfions of 
Infants in it, which might happen, I had toomuch 
increafed the Bulk and Price of this Book, and 
new Things are fubje& to greater Difficulties, by 
reafon of theCharge 5 wherefore being content to 
reprefent the Figures of the principal Situations of 
‘the Womb and of Infants, vz. thofe which chiefly 
ferve to explain our Conceptions, we fhall add the 
Defcription ‘of the other ill Situations in Words, | 
for the Explanation of thofe; as well‘as may be 4 
not doubting but that thefe few will fufficiently 
farnith Matter for Difcourfe of the other, fo that. 
ah Mg Ales | i detotees ayy 
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an attentive Reader may form a clear Idea of them, 
and thefe being well underftood, he may ‘eafily 
conceive the reft in his Mind. And firft we thall 
treat of the ill Verfion or turning of Infants, in a 
Womb well placed, proceeding gradually to the 
more ditiicult Cafes, | | 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


Of @ dificult Birth proceeding from an In- 
_ fant’s coming forth with its Face up- 
wards. 


O confirm what we have laid down in the 

foregoing xxxvth Chapter, of the neceflary 
Knowledge of the various Pofitions of the Womb; 
in this Chapter we fhall demonftrate he Difference 
betwixt an Infant coming into the Paflage, with its 
Face upwards, or forwardsin aWomb well fituated, 
and the fame Situation of the Infant in aWomb ill 
placed. 

The Birth of an Infant coming with its Face 
turned upwards in aWombwell placed, is certainly 
more difficult and much different. from an Infant 
well turned, viz. coming forth with its Face down- 
wards. For that End, let us look into the XV Ith 
_ Figure, reprefenting to us fuch an Infant, in a 

_Womb well placed, who falls down intothe Cavity 
of the Pe/vis with its Head through the Mouth of 
_ the Womb, and confequently hath all the Advan- 
tages, which an Infant well turned can have, to- 
wards a happy Birth, becaufe the Parts have alto- 
gether the fame Form and Size, whether down- 
wards or upwards ; yet an Infant, with its Face 
upwards, cannot be fo commodioufly bent and 
adapted tothe Form of the Pelvis, as one that falls 
with its Face turn’d downwards. A Midwife 

Meas : - ought, 
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ought not to be, difturbed by this Pofture of its 
coming forth, but to hope for the Birth of the In-. 
fant with the fame Eiaite, as if it were otherwife 


turned, and came with its ace downwards, if the 


only takes Care that it fall down with its Head 
direct, nor hurts it, whilft the endeavour to bring 
it forward; therefore ihe ought to do all the can — 
to. enlarge the Paflage, dilating the Privities, and . 
thrufting back the Os Coceygis with her Hand againtt 
it, as we have faid above, taking Care not to lift — 
up the Head with her Hands or Fingers, (while 
fhe preiles back the Os Coccygis,) and, fo rub or 
bruife the Face by preffing it againft the Os Pubis. 
But to proceed, let us fee whether the Birth will 
be as ealy,if the Infant, turned in the Manner juft 
mentioned, be ina Womb ill placed 3. and it will _ 
appear, that there isa great deal of Difference, 
conlifting in the following Particulars, | 

An Infant turned in the Manner: aforefaid, ina: 
Womb well placed, is no otherwife fituated, than 
an Infant well placed, the Head hanging over the 
Cavity of the Pelvis, fothat it can prefs upon nei- 
ther Side, and can no where be obftruéted ; but in 
a Wombill placed it will turn the Head cither be« 
fore or behind, or on cither Side, and be apt to 
flick: fait, as the Womb is more or lefs obliquely 


_feated 5 for when the Womb is {upine, and placed 


_ to the Vertebre of the Back, and fufpended ‘higher - 


within the Body, what elfe can be the Event, than 
that che Infant thould prefs with the ‘Top of its 
Flead, and, as it were, ftick fatt upon the Os Pu- 
bis, which an expert Midwife may find with the 
Touch; for the will perceive the Mouth of the, 
Womb fufpended higher, either fixed upon the 
Os Pubis, fo that {he can (not without a ereat deal | 
of Trouble) touch only a fmall Part of the lower 

Border of the Orifice like a Semi-circle, as we have 


elfewhere taught, as if the Infant was well turn- 


ed, But the Head after this Manner being fal- — 
: len 
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fen down into the Pe/vis, would be brought forth 
with the Face upwards, if ever it happen’d to 
come forth, which is almoft impoffible, and at the 
beft very dangerous; but if the Womb be placed - 
backwards in a Woman that hath a’ great Belly, 
and the Infant in her, being withits Face upwards, 
fets its Head againft the Mouth of the Womb 3 
then the Midwife will find the Mouth of the Womb 
backward againft the Vertebre of the Loins, on the 
upper Part of the Os Sacrum, and cannot touch it 
without a great dealof'lrouble, like a Semicircles 
when on the contrary, the Mouth of the Womb ~ 
well placed, will be found much lower, and 
fhe may without any Difficulty touch and take 
_ the Dimenfions of its whole Circuit or Circumfe= 
rence, | 

But in this Place it is alfo worth Obfervation, 
in what Midwives ignorant of thefe Situations of 
the Womb, arc moft deceived, viz. that they think 
from the Beginning, that they feel the Infant much 
_ otherwife feated, than it really is; for from the 
frit, fuch an unskilful Midwife will think, that fhe 
diftinctly perceives that the Infant rightly turned, 
will go into the Paflage, miftaking the back Part 
of the Infant’s Head, which the perceived in that 
_ Part of the Womb which was betwixt it, for the ~ 
Crown of the Head. Turther, the Midwife per- . 
fifts in her Error, becaufe this fame Infant paffing 
_ further intothe Paffage, is not excluded as one Su- 
pine, or with its Face upwards in a SupineWomb 
but like an Infant well turned; for there the Hea 
continues in the fame Pofture in which it firt 
offered itfelf And the Reafon of that turningis, 
becaufe the Infant being in the above mentioned 
Manner flipp’dinto the Pafiage of a proneWomb, 
ought in fome fort to be routed forwards Head 

foremoft; fo that then it may appear above, what 

_ before was perceived below, which is only occa- 

_ fioned bythatill Pofture of the Womb. ‘No SE 
i : at 
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hath hitherto explained this Matter, for who ever 
confidered this Change, or defcribed it, viz. that 
the Pofture of the Womb was only the Caufe, that 
of two Infants falling into the Cavity of the Pe/vis, 
with the back Part of thtir Head, the Crown of 
both their Heads being oppofite to'the Mouth of 
the Womb, the one fPoula be born with its Face 
downwards, turned towards the Inteftinum Reunt, 
but the other with its Face upwards, turned to- 
wards the Bladder of the Woman in Labour. 

So alfo an Infant that is fupine in aWomblying 
much oblique to the Right or to the Left, in a 
Woman whofe Belly is ftretched very broad, runs 
the Head againft the Os ‘Pudis, or the Spine of the 
Os Itum, and there is held ; fo that without a great _ 
deal of Pains it cannot be introduced intothe Pe/vis, 
Such a Situation of the Womb may be known by 
the Touch, viz. If the Mouth of the Womb be 
found oppofite to either Side of the Os Pudis, or 
the I/ium, fo that it can only be touched on one 
Side, viz, the lower Edge. By this Method all the 
Poftures of the Womb are known, by all and every 
one of which, difficult Births are occafioned, of 
which thefe laft are moft difficult, efpecially if 
Midwives are ignorant of this ill Pofture of the 
Womb; and how fhould they know this? when 
hitherto not one of the Writers knew it, or at leaft, — 
hath writ nothing clearly, that I know of, about 
it; therefore becaufe Midwives know not how to 
diftinguith this various Pofture of the Womb, they 
do not look after W omen in Labour feafonably ; and 
by this Ignorance, the Safety of a great many Wo- 
men in Labour is hazarded, viz. when the Womb 
being placed inthefe Pofitions, the Infants thus of 
fer themfelves; when being deftitute of due Help, _ 
they die without bearing their Children; whereas 
had they been feafonably affifted by a good Mid~ 
wife, or skilful Surgeon that practifes Midwifery, — 
they might have been faved. — , = 

: | Now 


> 
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Now here it might be feafonable to thew; how 
thefe Infants are to be introduced into the Pelvis, 
and moved forwards into the Paflage; but becaufe 
we fhall do that in the following Chapter, treating 
of the Womb thus ill placed, we fhall fay nothing 
of it here, referring the Reader thither. Nordo f 
think it neceflary here to tell, by what Signsit may 


be known, whether an Infant comes forth with its 


Face upwards or downwards, when we {uppofe 
that the Nofe, Mouth, Eyes, and Chin, may eafily 


be diftinguithed from the Back of the Head, which 


is even, imooth, and round; but an Infant being: 
turned fo from the firft, they are not eafily diftin- 
guithed, yet an experienc’d Hand, with only one 
Pinger, will eafily perceive the Difference of the 
fore and back Part of the Head, before the Head 
is come fo much forwards, as to leave the Eyes 
and Ears uncovered. . 


An Explanation of Figure XVI, 
aa Vhe Vertebre. 


(6b The Belly, or Circle, reprefenting the Place 


of the Belly. 
ec ‘The Bones called Off Ilium. 
dd Vhe Offa Pubis. 
ee ‘Lhe Womb in which the Infant is placed, 
ff The Sedentary, or Seat-Bones, ; 
gg he Cavities of the Os Coxendicis, or Hip 
ones. 7 


b ‘The Infant in the Womb, 


y 


4%. The Navel-String,  - 


k ‘The Secundine, ° 


Let now the modeft Reader judge, how falfly, 
imperfectly, and detrimentally the Situations of In- 
fants have been delivered to us, Who would be- 
lieve, that fo many famous Men and Women that 
have practifed Midwifery for fo many Years, and 
es, writ 
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writ Books of Obfetvations concerning that Art, 
yet never obferved the different Situations of the 
Womb, with the Inconveniencts proceeding thence 
in Labour? I confefs, I have very much admired _ 
it: Can any Body think otherwife, but that thofe — 
Men have handled the Matter with very littleStudy, 
Meditation, or Attention? Becaufe they have not 
obferved, of how great Moment it 1s, not fuffici- © 
ently weighed the Greatnefs of the Confequences; 
for this Matter is of fo much Moment, that when 
the Infant is turned the moft commodioufly, fo 
that it is almoft brought forth of its own Accord, © 
and without ‘Trouble, when the Womb is well pla- _ 
eed; neverthelefs the Womb being ill fituated, the. 
moft difficult and dangerous Birth follows, as ap- — 
pears by this Chapter and others. i 
Fuftina, Midwife to the moft Serene Electorefs — 
of Bradenburgh, being very attentive to thefe Mat- © 
ters, that fhe might write fornething conveniently — 
of the Art of Midwifery, for the Inftrudions of 
others, hath alfo noted in her Book, that fhe found © 
fome Infants in Women that had. thick Bellies, — 
hanging forwards, with’a prone Head, (7.¢. the — 
Face downwards,) and their Feet upwards, fallfor- — 
wards, becaufe, as fhe fays, thoie Infants were — 
flipped down too much into the Belly hanging for- 
wards; but fhe did not underftand the true Rea — 
fon of the Thing, with its Confequences. 
— Mr. Mouriceau, treating of the Caufes/of Barren- — 
nefs in fome Women, lays this down amongft the © 
Chief, viz. becaufe in fome Women, the Mouth of © 
the W omb obliquely anfwersto the Entrance of the 
- Vagina; whence he thinks, that the Seed is only 7 
cafton one Side, and not dire@ly into 1t; which, as © 
I do not altogether deny, fo much lefs do I affirm ~ 
it: Befides, he elfewhere mentions Women in La= — 
bour, whofe Womb is obliquely fituated, yet he ~ 
does not explain what he would have underitood ~ 
: = 


MIDWIFERY improv d. 173: 


by that; for he writes in fo few, obfcure, and 


abrupt Words, that I confefs, I did not mind 
the Watton: before, till 1 truly knew the ill 
Situation of the Womb a long ‘Vime fince by Ex- | 
perience, and had writ it down; and this is all 
which [remember I ever read of this Matter; nor 
did I ever-difcourfe with any Practitioner in Mid- 
wifery, either Man or Woman, who had. obfer- 
ved the ill Situation of the Womb and its Confe- 
quences. ty . 
_» What now do you think, Candid Reader? If 
thofe whofe Office it is to aflift Women in Labour, 
and to whofe Care the Life of the Mother and In« 
fant is committed, are not acquainted with the Si- 
tuation of the Womb and Infant, being:ignorant 
what HindrancesW omens Labours are inctimbered 
with, why one Woman, though labouring with 
violent Pains, cannot bring forth her Infants or 
why the Infant, after a. great many fevere Pains, 
continues fufpended fo high in the Body, and 
fticks faft; I fay, what do you think of it? Is 
not their Condition unhappy, who are affifted by 
fuch? “Uherefore I would advife all young Mid- 
wives, carcfully to confider, how neceflary the 
Knowledge of the. various Situations of the Womb 
is, fo that forefeeing what Dangers may happen 
in the Beginning of Labour, they may fpeedily do 
_ what is to be done, and fecure the Mother and 
Infant from Danger. : 


CHAR . 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 


Of a dificult Birth, when Infants come into 
the Paffage with their Face forwards. 


r N Infant comes well turned, if the Chin lean= 
ing upon the Breaft, the Top of the Head 
tends to the Mouth of the Womb, then in fome 
Meafure open; and inthis Senfe Midwives ufe this 
Term, well turned, which I would here make fo 
plain to every Body, that young Midwives may 
underftand its genuine Senfe. But if it happens 
by chance, that an Infant tending with its Head to 
the Mouth of the Womb, yet the Top of hisHead. _ 
— inclined upwards, offers itfelf in the Paflage with 
its Face forwards, inftead of the Crown of its 
Head, then it is an ill Situation, which commonly 
occalions a difficult Birth; the Reafon is, becaufe 
the Head being fo placed, the Mouth of the Womb, 
and the reft of the Paflage muft be more dilated for 
its Exit, than when the Top of the Head comes’ 
firft into the Paffage; for when the Top of the — 
Head is firft, the Head alone, and then the Shoul= 
ders may pafs through the Way that is open; but 
when the Face comes forwards, the Head is bent 
upwards into the Neck, or to the Back, which ine 
creafes its Bignefs, fo that it cannot, or at leafk — 
not without a great deal of Labour, pafs through. 
It is the Midwife’s Duty therefore, as foon as 
the perceives by the Touch, that the Head comes 
fo ill turned, prefently to ufe her Endeavours, ‘to, 
mend that ill Situation; which may moft feafonably 
be done prefently after the Waters are flowed out, 
for then there is Room enough to turn the Head, 
or to bend the Head backwards into the Breaft, fo 
that the Crown of the Head may be gradually 
moved forwards to the Birth, But the Midwife 
mutt 
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mutt handle the Face very cautioufly and gently, 
and the Nofe and Eyes are to be {pared moft, be- 
ing eafily hurt; but that the Matter may fucceed 
the better, the Woman is to be laid down on her 
Back with her Head low, and to be hindered, that 
fhe may not.work with her Pains, beforethe Head 
is turned; neither is the Infant to be :aken by the 
Face, (to place the Head with the Chin upon the 
Breaft,) or to be drawn out, as fome feem to ad= 
vite; but the Woman being laid upon her Back, the 
Midwife putting the Palm of her Hand to the 
Breaft next the Infant’s Throat, let her prefs back 
the fame wholly towards the Bottom of the Womb, 
and the Head will fall forwards of its own Accord, 
upon the Arm of that Hand that prefles it back; 
which being taken notice of, the Midwife prefently 
withdrawing her Hand, will find the Head well _ 
turned, or eatily to be placed right; but if by chance 
the Head is too ftrictly held, becaufefhecannot fuf 
ficiently prefs the Infant back, then with her Fore- 
Finger, or Thumb, thruft into its Mouth, let her 
gradually draw it forwards, or the Ends of her 
four Fingers being thruft betwixt the Womb and 
the back Part of the Head, let her endeavour to 
deprefs it. Judgment is to be ufed, and it is to be 
_ contidered by the Situation and Space, how. the 
Head may be turned moft conveniently. As foon 
as the Head goes asit ought into the Paflage, the 
Woman is to be placed commodioufly for Birth, 
wiz. Uhat fhe may partly fit, and partly lie down, 
with her Legs ftretched out, and her Knees bent 
or lift up to her Belly; and then let her lofe no 
Opportunity of her Pains, but, as much as fhe can, 
let her ftrive with every Pain to bring forth the 
Infant. | . 
Perhaps thus much might be fufficient to thew, 
how Infants coming with their Face forwards, are 
to be helped; yet we fhall fpend a little more Time 
in confidering Infants in aWomb well placed, rite 
ea CC5 
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{ee, what Inconveniences refult thence, and how it 
may be known, where the Womb is, and how the 
Infant is placed in it. "Whoever allows, that In- 
fants come with their Face forwards in a Womb 
well placed, they may ealily conceive, that there 
_ may be the fame Verfion of Infants in a Womb ill 
feated, whence they may more cafily allow, that 
greater Inconvenienceshappen from thelatter, than 
the former Pofition of the Womb; and that we 
may help our Conception in underftanding this 
Pofture more clearly, let us look into the XVilth 
and XV1lith Figures. | 
The XVII Figure thews us the Womb rightly 
feated, in which the Infant is placed with its Face . 
not directly againft the Paflage, but with the Chin 
turned to the Os Pubis, both Hands and Arms be= _ 
ing excluded or drawn out; but the Infants, before ~ 
the Waters flow out, (not prefently after they are 
come away,) are not turned after this Manner, but 
on the contrary are often turned that Way, as the 
Xlth Figure fhews; butif the Midwife, prefently 
after the Waters are come away, doesnotthruftthe 
Hands back quick enough, and promote the Mo- 
tion of the Head into the Paflage, then the Hands © 
come firft, but the Head is turned up forwards, 
and the Infant is forced with its Face near the 
Chin upon the Os Pubis; fo that after, by reafon of 
the ftrict Contraction of the Womb now dry, itis 
almoft unapt for any Affiftance in the Exclufion, 
and then moft commonly they endeavour too late 
to thruft the Hands back again, and to turn the 
Head into its natural Situation; for nothing then 
is more to be done, than to thruft one Arm, or 
both, if poflible, back again, and pafling the Hand 
under the Breaft, to pull the Infant out by the 
Heels, as if they had offered themfelves firft for 
Birth. It may happen, that the Infant may ee 
its Face firtt in the Paflage, without the Hands — 
coming before, and then almoft the fame. Method _ 
4S 
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is to be ufed, as above mentioned; in which the 
Head is produced in a natural Manner, i. ¢. with 
the Crown of the Head firft. 

But if the Infant comes with its Face foremof 
in a Womb placed ‘obliquely, whether Hands 
come with it, or not, the Difficulty increafes; nor 
does the Matter fucceed fo well: Nay, it is often 
unadvifable, to take Pains in bringing an Infant 
forth with its Head firft into the Mouth of the 
Womb ; for as much as by this Means, the Mo- 
ther as well as the Infant would be expofed to 
greater Danger (with a great deal of Labour) than 
before, when it was obliquely turned; becaufe it 
is fafer to draw out the Infant, fo placed, without 
Delay, by the Feet, than having turned the Head 
into the Paflage, to expec its Exclufion by the 
_ Mother’s Labours; and doubtlefs alfo, it will be 
eafier to turn the Infant in its firft Pofture by the 
Feet, than after, when the Head is brought into 
the Paflage. 

Therefore an Infant offering its Face firft, is to 
be treated much otherwife in a Womb rightly 
{feated, than in one that is oblique ; the Head of 
the firft is to be turned, and to be dire@ed Into the 
Paffage, but the latter is more fafely drawn out by 
the Feet, when they are found; and that the 
Ground of this Affertion may appear more plain~ 
ly, look into the XVHIth Figure, reprefenting 
an Infant with its Face and both Hands placed. 
before the Mouth of the Womb, in a Womb ob- 
liquely placed to the Left; but becaufe the lat- 
ter Part of the Womb fo placed, tends in fome 
meafure obliquely, (as this Figure repr¢fents,) the 
Infant is in ia Meafure obliquely turned, chiefly 
on its Back, by reafon of this Pofition of the 
Womb. ‘The Mouth of this obliquated Womb is — 
oppofite to the Spine of the Os Tium, betwixt the — 
Vertebre of the Loins, and the Left Os Pubis; fo 

that the Mouth of the ee can {carce be ee 
. . IN wit 


Em 


178 MrpwiFEry improv d. 


with the Fingers of the Right Hand, to feel with 
them the lower Border of the Mouth of the Womb; 
nor can you introduce the fame without a great 
deal of Pains, or difcern any Part oppofite, whe- 
ther the Membrane be broke, which fometimes 
happens, or be yet whole. ‘Uhis Pofture of the 
Womb without Controverfy requires, that the In- 
fant, whatever. Pofture it offers itfelf in, be pre- 
fently drawn, not by the Head, but moft con- 
veniently by the Feet; but thofe that do other- 
wife, do not act with mature Judgment, expoling 
both the Mother and the Infanttothe greateft Dan- 
~ ger. ‘To make this Affertion more evident, let us 
fee how the Infant’s Head.may be moft commodi- 
oufly directed right to the Mouth of the Womb; 
and how both the Head and the Mouth of the 
Womb may be introducedtogether into the Pelvis: - 
And laftly, how it is to be brought through the nar- 
row: Paflage of the Pelvis. | 
Firft then, the Mouth of the Womb being taken 
hold of by one or two of the Fingers, it is. asmuch 
as poflible to be drawn from the Os I/ium, and to 
be directed ftraight into the Pe/vis, that as Occafion 
requires, the Hand may be pafled into the Womb. 
But the Membrane is either now broke, or not; if 
not, it is either to be broke with the Nails, or we 
are to wait till it breaks of its own Accord; pere | 
haps it may be long before the laft is done, becaufe _ 
in fuch a Situation the Pains prefs down verylittle, 
and in the mean while ‘Time is loft, and the Wo-= 
man is weaken’d; but if you break the Membrane 
before the Womb is fufficiently opened, the fame 
muft be opened with the Hand; for the Waters 
flowing out, no Delay is to be made, otherwifethe — 
‘Opportunity of turning the Child will be loft: Be= — 
fides, the Womb being thus oblique, its Mouth — 
will not be eafily opened, and the Woman 1s tor 
mented with it, as well as her Strength impaired; — 
the Privities are alfo to be dilated ; for the enlarg- — 
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ing of the Mouth of the Womb, and the turning of 
the Infant cannot be done, except the Hand is paf- 
fed through the Vagina intothe Womb. Whenthis 
is done, the Woman is feized with the moft violent 
Pains, and the ftrongeft Labour being over, when 
it hath proceeded fo far, you may ealily reach the 
Feet, and turn the Infant at Pleafure, which fome- 
times is done fo readily and eafily, as if you had 
rightly difpofed the Head, and placed the Hands 
according to the Length of the Body. Suppofing 
now, that the Head rightly turned, tended toward. 
the Mouth of the Womb, and the Arms were pla- 
ced backwards according to the Length of the Bo» 
dy, what then? how much Progrefs is made by all © 
thefe Endeavours? are we like to fucceed well? 
or is the Womb now rightly placed? Where is the 
Infant’s Body? how fhall the Pains bring the In- 
fant to the Birth, or the Midwife perfect it? Not 
at all; for now at laft the Height of the La- 
bour is upon her, we fhall foon find the Infant 
dead, the Mother in Danger of her Life, and the 
Midwife at a2 Lofs what to do, except God Al- 
mighty wonderfully take care of them, 

. But. perhaps fome may fay, how came you to 
talk fo inconfiftently ? Juit now you faid, when you 
treated about turning the Infant’s Head, that the 
greateft Work was over, and that the Woman had 
fuffered the fharpeft Pains; why do you now fay, 
that now the greateft Danger is at hand, when 
the Infant is placed rightin the Paflage? But what 
is it to be placed right in the Paflage? I confefs, 
the Head is oppofite to the Mouth of the Womb, 
and. in this Senfe dire&tly hangs over the Pafiage ; 
but it is not well placed fo as to be born; for it is 
an old Miftake, which hitherto the whole World 
hath made; {fo that all the Books hitherto writ con- 
cerning the Art of Midwifery, have delivered erro- 
neous Inftruétions: ‘They think all is right, as foon | 
_ as the Infant hangs over the Mouth of the Womb > 
N32 eee cds 
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with the Top of its Head; nor is further Search 
made, where the Body of the Womb and the Infant 
- is placed, in what Pofture it hangs over the Pe/vis, 
or how it is to pafs into the fame. Look into the 
XV {th Figure, and confider, whether the Body 
of the Womb and the Infant being tn fo oblique a 
Pofture, the Infant can be prefled down through 
the Pelvis, although the Head is a little thruft by 
Force into the Vagina of the Womb, above the Ca- 
vity of the Pe/vis ? by no Means. Truly the Head 
might flip down into the Pe/vis, becaufe it hangs 
over it, and only wants Depreffion: But by what 
Force mutt it be promoted? They fay the Pains 
will force it into it; but it fhould be added, perhaps, 
if fufficient Pains be not wanting. But when the 
Head is forced into it, what then? how will the . 
Head pafs? how will the Body fall down? Do 
not you know, that when the Head is flipped 
down, the Shoulders are forced againtt the Os I/um, 
and there ftick faft, where the Mouth of the Womb 
ftuck before? And how will the Shoulders be for- 
ced down thence ? Can your Hand be put in next 
the Head to move the Shoulders forwards? I be- 
lieve no Body can do it, except the Woman’s Pe/- 
vis be very large, and the Midwife’s Hand very 
{mall, otherwife it will be impoflible; and what ts 
to be done then? Except to preferve the Mother, 
the Infant’s Head be opened to the Brains, and 
taken out with Hooks, a Forceps, or Eductor 5 
which yet does not fo profperoufly fucceed, becaufe 
the Shoulders are held, that they cannot fol- 
low, though you draw with all your Power, as if 
you would draw the Head from the Shoulders; 
wherefore it is fometimes neceflary to pafs the 
Hand near the Head that is brained, even to the 
Shoulders, to remove them from the Os Coxendicés 
or Hip-Bone, and the Os Pudis,that the Body may — 
eafily follow the Head; and then it will be very — 
well, if after fo many Labours to no Purpofe, a | 
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Mother’s Life be faved. Do not ourWriters give 
very good Advice? always urging that the Head 
may be brought into the Paflage, without refpect 
. to any Difference of the Womb,whether direct or 
oblique? Moft deplorable Blindnefs, with which fo 
many Men are in the Dark! and every Day are 
led into Miftakes! I hope the World will be bet- 
ter informed, by what I write, recommending a 
new Method of Midwifery, which may be ufed 
fuccefsfully. "Therefore I think I have faid enough 
in this Place to demonftrate the Difference betwixt 
a direct and oblique Womb, when Infants come 


- with their Face forwards ; and if I had a Mind 


to take a View of the fame Situation further, in a 
Womb that is prone or fupine, 7. ¢. oblique back- 
wards or forwards, the Subject would be very large 
and ample; but pafling from thefe,we fhall proceed — 
to the Confideration of other ill Situations. 


An Explanation of the Figures XVI, XVIUT. 


| Figure SVILI. 
a a Vertebre. 
b b The Circle, reprefenting the Place of the Belly. 
ce Vhe Offa Ilium. 

add The Offa Pubis. | 

ee UheSeat-Bones. - 

ff TheCavities of the Offa Coxendicis,or Hip-Bones, 
gg The Womb, in which the Infant 1s placed. 

hb The Infantinthe Womb. © 5 

47 ‘Vhe Navel-String. 

& ‘The Secundine. 


dc Figure XVII. . 
aaaa Vhe Vertebre of the Loins. 

bb . Vhe Circumference of the Belly, 
c ‘The Left Os Ilium, : 
dd The Offa Pubis. | 

| oe ee The 
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ee the Seat-Bones. | 
f ‘The Acetabulum, or Cavity of the Left Os Cox 
endicis, or Hip-Bone. he } 
g ‘The Womb,in which the Infant is placed. 
bh ‘The Infant in the Womb. ee 
47 The Umbilical Vein. , 
& The Secundine. 3 


CHAP. XXXVIIL. 


Of a difficult Birth, from an Infant’s coming 
with the Navel-String foremoft. 


SG Geraries is fcarce any Pofture of an Infant 
which may not be attended with an untime- 
ly Birth of the Umbilical Vein, vz. in which 
the Navel-String is carried down, firft into the 
Paflage, whether alone, or with any other Part, as 
the Head, Hands, Feet, or along with any other 
Part of the Body; and this moft commonly hap- 
pens, if it be pretty long, and not turned about one 
or another of the Infant's Parts. The Navel- 
String is varioufly turned about the Parts, v7z. 
the Middle of the Body, the Belly, the Neck, 
the Arms, or Legs, whence a great many Incon- 
- veniences atife, which occafion a great deal of 
"Trouble. 3 
Here I fhall by the By take Notice, that I have 
fecn, not without Wonder, the Figures Mr. Pew 
hath in his Book of the Art of Midwifery, which I 
read in hopes to find new Experiments, befides 
what have been delivered by others; but | wonder 
- tofee nothing new, except the various Circumyo- 
lutions of the Umbilical Vein, all his Figures to 
that Purpofe being very elaborate. But _befides, 
that it is ridiculous that fo expert a_ Man as’ 
he would feem to be, fhould reprefent. fuch — 
PNT Te cet ‘Wombs — 


\ 
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‘Wombs full of Water; it is moreover a Wonder, - 
he would perfwade us, what Reafon tells us is im- — 
poffible: For Example: In his Third Figure is re- 
aaa an Infant fufpended in the Middle of its 
‘aters,- with its Hands, Feet, and Head turned 
downwards, who fticks fo fufpended by the Um- 
bilical Vein only, rolled about the Middle of the 
Body. For a like Reafon, another is reprefented 
in the Fourth Figure, fufpended in the upper Part 
of the Womb, with its Belly turned downwards. 
Thefe two Figures are falfe ; becaufe the Cafes can 
never be found in that Manner, but are only feigned 
by himfelf, to add Beauty to his Work: ‘he fame 
may be faid of the Fifth and Sixth Figure; and I 
thought myfelf obliged to fhew thofe Errors, left 
young Midwives fhould furnith themfelves with his 
Miftakes. 

I do not deny, but that the Navel-String may be 
turned as thofe Figures reprefent; but I'deny, that 
the Infant can continue fufpended after that Manner 
by the Navel-String, except the Navel-String were 
tied, after fome fort, ina Knot: But they are not 
tied in thofe Figures; wherefore the Infant muft 
needs roll down by the Weight of its Body 5 and 

as a Spindlecannot continue fufpended by a Thread 
that is only turned round it, unlefs it be tied with 
a Knot, or made faft; fo an Infant cannot continue 
fufpended by the Navel-String, only turned about 
the Middle of its Body, except it be made faft by 
a Knot, or the like. But perhapgthe Author may 
’ fay, that the Infant fwimming in Water, hath no 
Weight, being preffed onevery Side, and fupported 
with the Water, fo that it canriot be depretied by 
its Weight: But fuppofing it was fo, yet his Argu- 
ment mutt fail; for thofe Figures are {hewn to 
teach that the Infants are retained by that Sufpen= _ 
fion, that they may not fall into the Paflage: If 
this be true, Gravity is to be fuppofed, otherwife | 
that Sufpenfion cannot be the Caufe that the In- 
pened hs N 4 : ~ fantg 
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fants donot falldown, and fuppofe, that in ftanding 


Waters Gravity had no Force,which is falfe, yet pre= 


fently after the Waters are come away, it would take 
place. HisNinth and Tenth Figures alfoare feigned 
and falfe; for never any Infant can continue fufpend- 
ed after this Manner, with the Navel-ftring turned 
, about its Neck; for either the String holds it fuf- 
pended, or not; 1f the firft, the Legs and Buttocks 
of the Infant atthe leaft will hang down, butnot the 
Back or the Side; if the latter, the Infant will not 
continue fufpended, as it is reprefented in this Fi- 
gure, but would roll down by its Gravity to the 
Mouth oftheWomb; therefore thefe Figures being 
falfe, are only\Figments. By this Means the World 
is filled with Books and large Volumes, in which 
thofe ‘Uhings that are good are only Tranfcripts 
of other Authors; but thofe Things which are 
new, are the ingenious Inventions of the Brain, 


in reading which Men lofe both their Time and 


Money. Who that looks into this Author’s Fi-— 


gures, would not fay, that nothing is more eafy, 
than for an Infant to be turned in a Belly, where 
there is fo much Room, fuch as here is reprefented? 
For Infants placed in fo large aSpace, as thefe Fi- 

ures fhew, might as eafily be turned, as in a large 
Veflel or Butter-Trough; but the Matter does not 
fo readily fucceed under our Hands, for a great 


deal lefs Space is allowed, not the half, nay, if I” 


fhould fay not the fourth Part, I fhould not err. 
But to return to the Inconveniences arifing from 
the falling down of the Navel-String, of which 
there are chiefly four. The Firf is, The Nar- 
rownefs of the Paflage, whence it is more difficult 
for the Infant to pats, and for the Midwife to re- 


movethe Navel-String, or to bring forth the fame 


along with the Infant. Secondly, "Uhe Infant is re- 
tained by it in the Orifice of the Womb, becaufe 
the remaining Part of the String is fo much fhorter. 
Or, Thirdly, the Death of the Infant follows, viz. oe 

the 
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the Sering grows ftiff with Cold, or is ftopped by 
the Preflure, by which the Motion of the Blood. 
is hindered, or quite ftopped; or Fourthly, the 
breaking of the Placenta, | 

‘That the Paflage (both of the Mouth of the — 
Womb and of the Vagina) is made ftraighter, and 
obftructed by the falling down of the Navel-String, 
is certain; for whatever falls down there, without 
the greateft Neceflity, muft needs obftruct the 
Paflage; indeed the iat ee is not very thick, 
but it always falls down double; and if it hangs 
down long fo, it grows thick by fwelling, and then 
it takes up a great deal of Room, which ftraightens 
the Way for the Infant, and the Midwife is hin- 
dered, that fhe cannot do her Endeavours to pro= 
mote the Paflage of the Infant. ‘Vhat the Umbi- 
lical Veflel falling down, may retain the Infant by 
its Shortnefs, 1s eafily underitood; for fometimes 
the String falls down fo far as its Length will allow; 
and if the Infant penetrates along withit, the String 
is then drawn as far as it can be, and when it can 
be let down no farther, it is either broke, or breaks 
from the Placenta, by which the Infant is retained. 
Sometimes alfo the falling down of the String may 
~ occafion Death, which Midwives have fufficiently 
experienced, efpecially thofe who neglect to reftore 
it prefently into its Place again; for if the String 
be long excluded, the Infant cannot remain alive, 
becaufe the Motion of the Blood is ftopped, cither 
by Cold or Compreffion; for the Cold feizing the 
String when it is fallen down, it eafily coagulates 
and ftops the Blood, efpecially if theString be com- 
prefied or ftraighten’d,which may happen two ways, » 
either when it is only prefled againft the Mouth of , 
the Womb, or the Bones of the Pelvis, and, that 
both in a well and ill placed Womb; yet it takes 
place after a different Manner, as we fhall fee here- 
after, where young Midwives are informed, how 
they are to behave themfelves in fuch Cafes, to 

| which 
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which End they may look into the rgth and 2oth 
Figures. Y | 
The 19th Figure reprefents an Infant wellturned 
in a Womb too much re-fupined, or inclined to the 
Vertebre of the Loins, fo that the Head of the In- 
fant fticks faft againft the Offa “Pubis, and Way is 
given more eafily for the String to flip under it; — 
for whilft the Head fticks faft upon the Os Pubis, — 
and cannot prefs upon the Mouth of the Womb, — 
the String falls down along with the Waters into 
the Pafflage; and when the Waters are flowed out, © 
it prefently pafles through, and falls down; which 
an obferving Midwife ought to prevent, by remo- 
ving theString prefently, as foon as the Waters are 
flowed out, if 1t cannot be done before; befides, 
let her ufe all her Endeavours to remove the Head © 
from the Os Pubis, and direct it exactly into the — 
Paflage, that by this Means the Falling down of ~ 
the String may be prevented for the future, which — 
can fearce be done any other Way; or if it be | 
thought better to draw the Infant out by the Feet, 
lct it be done prefently. er ‘- 
The 20th Figure fhews an Infant well turned in 
a Womb obliquely feated to the Right,'where the — 
Mouthof the Womb, and the Head of the Infant, 
prefs uponthe Left Hip-Bone; whence if theString — 
flides down to the Mouth of the Pafflage, it — 
falls with the Humours deprefling it as they flow 
out; and then the Midwife ought to take care of — 
this efpecially, v7z. that fhe prefently try by the ; 
Touch in the Beginning of the Labour, whether the — 
Navel-String or any other Part, hangs overthe Paf= _ 
fage along with the Head, or not; which being ob=' ~ 
-ferved, fhe is todoher beft to remove it, if poffible, — 
before the Waters come away, repeating her En- 
deavours after the Strength of every Pain is over, if — 
the Membrane be flack; ftriving alfo as much as fhe 
can, without Delay, to direct the Head well turned — 
into the Paflage; and exceptthere be Re=fon to the 
OD 
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contrary, to draw out the Infant, when turned, by 
the Feet. | 
And as a prudent Midwife takes a great deal of 
_ Pains and Caution, left the Navel-String fhould fall 
_ down before the Head, or fhould come forth along 

with it, fo fhe ought to ufe all the Caution fhe can, 
left the String be preffed betwixt the Parts, which 
_moft commonly happens when it comes before or 
near the Head ; for fuppofe the Navel-String not to 
hang down before or clofe by the Head loofe, but 
_ to be ftretched before or about it, and the Head to 
_ be fixed upon the Os Pudis, as it is reprefented in 
the 19th and 2oth Figures, 4. e. with its Face 
downwards, or obliquely upon the Os Coxendicis or 
| Hip-Bone; what would follow thence, but that the 
Infant, the String being prefled betwixt the Head 
and the Bones, fhould die ina little Time, becaufe 
the Motion of the Blood is topped? Which fince 
it may happen, the Midwife ought with all her — 
Skill and Pains to take care that the Navel-String 
_ may not be fo prefled upon: But if being fent for 
late, the finds the Infant in that Condition, the is 
prefently, without Delay, to free it from that Com- 
preflion: ‘lo which End, if the String be prefied 
againft the O//a Pubis, the Woman being laid upon 
her Back, with her Head low, and the lower Part 
of herBody raifed,and theInfant’sHead prefled back, 
let her put back the Navel-String behind it as much 
as {he can, and bring the Infant’s Head firtt intothe 
, Pelvis without Delay ; which if it feems not conve- 
nient or impoffible, finding the Infant’s Feet, let 
her draw it out turned. NADA 
_ Andif the Navel-String be prefled againtt the Left 
Os Ilium, \et her lay the Woman with the lower 
Part of her Body elevated on the Right Side, and 
‘remove the Head with her Right Hand, reducing 
the String, when freed, into duc Order; alfo if it 
feems convenient and poffible; let her bring the Head 
foremoft into the Pelvis, or prefently without ree 
als | Se raw - 
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draw the Infant turned by the Feet. On the con- 
trary, the String being prefled againft the right Os _ 
Tium, the Woman is to be laid on her Left Side, — 


‘and the Head to be removed with the Left Hand, — 


and by this means the String is to be freed. 

It happens likewife, but feldom, that the Navel- — 
String is prefled by the Head backwards, againft the — 
Vertebra, or the Os Sacrum: then the Head isto be 
removed. with either Hand, as it tends more or 
lefs to one Side or the other: ‘The Woman, if her — 
Strength will bear it, is to be turned upon her — 
Knees, and the Midwife is to apply her Hand on 


‘the back Part; or, if the Woman be weak, fhe 


may be laid on either Side, one Foot to be drawn — 
up to her Belly, that it may allow more Room: - 
Tn all thefe Cafes the Bufinefs is to be done readily, — 
and without Delay. | 

Indeed I am notignorant, that it may be faid to 
thefe Things, that they cannot always be done, | 
and that the Head fo firmly fixed, cannot be eafily 
removed, and that itis eafier faid than done, but 
T have found it by Experience, that though it is 
hard to be done, yet it is not impoffible, except 


- by unexperienced and fearful Midwives, who nei- 


ther dare nor know how to doit. Here the Cafe 
is much otherwife, when the Infant 1s fufpended _ 


- fohigh, than if the Head was already fallen into 


the “Pelvis, and compreffed there, in which Con- 
dition, I confefs, it cannot be done fometimes. 
If the Umbilical Veffel or String comes before 


or round the Head of a Womb rightly turned, then — 


indeed the Danger of Compreffion.ts lefs; yet the 
Motion of the Blood may be ftopped two Ways, — 
viz. if the String be compreffed betwixt the Head ° 
and the Mouth of the Womb, or if the Head be — 


great, and the String be ftraightened betwixt it 


and the Bones of the ‘Pe/vis, not indeed after the 

fame Manner, as in the RATING, Pofition, where 

the Head being fixed upon the Bones, fticks fats 
1 ana” 


\ 


MIDWIFERY improvd. 189 


and preffes the String betwixt them; but becaufe 
the Head with the Navel-String paffes through the 
Narrownefs of the Pe/vis, which cannot be done 
without Preflure, then the String muft needs be 
comprefied on the Side; the Preflure, ’tis true, is 
lefs, if the. String lies on the Temples; on the 
contrary, if it lies upon the Forehead; the greatett 
Danger is threatened, which being obferved, it 
will be to the Purpofe to move it as foon as pofli- 
ble tothe ‘Temples. 

If by chance the Navel-String comes along with 
the Elbow, Shoulder, Foot, or Check, fo that it 
does not touch the Head; then the Midwife, if 
the Humours are not flowed out, is not to fpend. 
her Time in removing this or that Part, for it 
would be Labour in vain, except fometimes by pul- 
ling the Hand or Foot, fhe hath a Mind to try, whe- 
ther by fo doing the Infant will alter its Pofture; 
in the mean time the Midwife muft not go from the 
Woman, but mutt attentively wait the coming away 
of the Waters, being ready with her Hand pre- 
fently pafled into the Womb, to introduce the In- 
fant with its Head foremoft into the Paflage, ac~ 
cording as it is fituated; or to draw it out by the 
» Feet, not fuffering the Navel-String to come out be- 
fore the Infant. But a Midwife, or Surgeon that 
practifes Midwifery, being fent for late, if they find 
the Navel-String along with the Arms or Foot 
already come forth, the String being as foon as 

offible put back again, fhe ought to draw out the 
Child by the Heels, 

‘Laftly, ‘The Navel-String fallen down into the 
Paflage alone, without any other Part, moft com~ 
monly fhews that the Infant is fituated acrofs in 
the Womb, and that the Hands and Feet, or the 
Back and Belly will offer it felf; wherefore the 
Midwife is to obferve attentively the Moment 
the Waters flow out, that fhe may prefently, be- 
fore all the Waters are out, pafs her Hand into the 

| Womb, 
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Womb, and enquire the Situation ofthe Infant, — 
judging with herfelf whether it be advifable to 
direct the Head into the Paflage, or to draw the 
Infant out by the Feet; and what the thinks moft 
{afe and commodious, muft be done; for it is better _ 
without Delay, to draw the Infant out by the — 
Heels, than to delay it longer, by directing’ the — 
Head into the Paflage; and neverthelefs, at the 
laft, to be obliged by Neceflity to feek for the _ 
Feet. ? 
Icould further reprefent the various Situationsof — 
Infants, and thew how in thofe Verfions or Turn- 
ings the Navel-String might come firft; but thofe 
who well underftand what hath hitherto been deli 
vered, I fuppofe know well enough what is to be 
done in the reft: On the contrary, thofe that can- 

’ not comprehend the foregoing Inftructions, would. 
not be fufficiently inftructed if they were larger 5 
wherefore we fhall.put an End to this Chapter. 

If by chance the Infant be brought forth with 
the Head foremoft as far as the Neck, the Navel- 
String being turned two or three ‘Times about its 
Neck, fo that by this Means being fhortened, it_ 
could not be fufficiently extended, and the Infant 
is by that Means held; then the Midwife putting 
her Fingers under, may try to bring it over the 
Child’s Head, being firft flackened, which com- 
monly isnot hard. to do, though fometimes attend- 
ed with greater Pains. I could always perform it 
by this Means; yet when, by reafon of the 
Straightnefs of it, you cannot bring the Navel- 
String over the Head, you muft take the common 
Method, thus, viz. the String is to be tied in two — 
Places, diftant about two or three Fingers Breadth, 
and to be cut in two betwixt the Ligatures; but 
it is neceflary then that the Infant fhould prefently 
be brought forth, or it will dic. ) | 
An 
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An Explanation of the Figures XIX, XX. 
Figure XIX. 


aa ‘Vhe Vertebre. 

bb ‘The Offa Ilium. 

ce he Off Pubis. 

dd The Seat-Bones. : 

ee The Acetabula, or Cavities of the Hip-Bones. 

ff. Vhe Circumference of the Belly. . 

gg The Womb. | | 

hb The Infant, whofe Head refts upon the Bones, 
call’d Offa Pubis. | 

2 ‘The Navel-String hanging down below. 

kh The Placenta, or Part of the After-birth, | 


Figure XX, 

aaa The Vertebre. 

b ‘The Left Os Iium, 

cc ‘The Offa Pubis. 

add The Seat-Bones, . | : 
ee The Acetabula, or Cavities,in whichthe Heads 
) “of the Thigh-Bones are turned. 

ff ~The Circumference of the Belly. 
gg ‘The Womb, 
bh . The Infant, whofe Head refts upon the Left 

Os Ilium or Coxe. 

iit 'The Navel-String, hanging below. 
k The Placenta, or After-birth. 


CAT. 
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CH AP. Sox 


Of Infants coming forwards with a Hand, 
Elbow, or Shoulder, foremoff. 


] N fants ready to be born offer themfelves vati® 
oufly to the Mouth of the Womb, vz. with a 


Hand, an Elbow, ora Shoulder; but the Birth ts _ 


eafier if the Infant offers itfelf with a Hand, than 


if with an Elbow; and in like manner, if with an. 


Elbow, eafier than -if with a Shoulder. ‘The 
Hand is placed moft commonly near the Head, fo 
that it is no Wonder if it comes into the Paflage 
before, or along with the Head. Beforethe Mem= 


brane is broke, the Hand commonly comes firft; - 


arid when the Hand does not prefently break into | 


the Paflage or Mouth of the Womb, as foon as the - 


Humours are flowed out, but pafies obliquely along 
with the Head to either Side, then the Elbow or 
Shoulder eafily falls into the Paflage, the Navel- 
a often following, as you may fee in Figure 

Thefeill Poftures of Infants are fometimes found 
in a Womb gightly turned, but oftner in one that 
is ill turned; for as it is not ftrange ina Womb 
well turned, for an Infant tooffer itfelf_in the Man 
ner mentioned, ill turned; fo in an oblique Womb 
it is moft common to have Infants obliquely fitua- 
ted: The Reafon is, becaufe moft commonly they 
reft upon one or other of the Bones of the Pe/vis, 
being prone, (i. ¢. their Face downwards,) or tend- 


ing to one Side or other; fo that it is no Wonder | 


if the Head be feated either pa fupine, or ob= 
liquely, on either Side; and if a free die is given 
after this Manner to the Hand, the El 


themfelves? ; 


bow, or — 


the Shoulder, what Wonder if they firft. offer 
Indeed | 
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Indeed in a direct Womb the Head fometimes 
_alfo declines on one Side or the other, efpecially if 
it be placed in the fame Manner as it is reprefent* 
ed in the 23d Figure; for then, except you move 
the Hand feafonably, and the Head prefently pe- 
_ netrates into the Paflage, it fixes upon the Spine’ 
of the Os ium or Pubis, when it is eafily moved 
obliquely to either Side, or re-fupined, (7. e. with 
its Face partly upwards, ) in a Womb rightly feated. 
_ But if a skilful Midwife, before the Membrane is 
broke, forces back in fome meafure the Infant’s 
Hands, or provokes the Infant by pulling its Fin- 
gers, that 1t may draw its Hand back; then its 
Head may eafily flip into the Paffage, becaufe then 
it does not ftick faft prefled againft thofe Bones, 
_ and therefore may eafily lip down. But the Matter 
is otherwife ina Womb ill turned, where the In 
fants are placed acrofs upon the Bones and the 
Mouth of the Pe/vis; and all Things are attended 
with greater Difficulties and Danger. A Midwife 
ean lefs diftin@ly feel anInfant’s Members, and lefs 
commodioufly handle and difpofe them, and with 
much more Difficulty come at them in an ill, than 
a well fituated Womb; for the Mouth of the one, 
that is, of a well fituated Womb, is turned right 
down; but the other always bends down to one 
_ Side or the other, cither forwards or backwards: 
Wherefore I would have all Midwives to direét the 
Head into the Paflage without Delay as foon as the 
‘Waters are flowed out, to wit, in a well placed — 
Womb, fuch as the 23d Figure reprefents, where 
it ismoft neceflary to thruft the Hands back, andthe 
‘Head of its own Accord will fall into the Paflage 5 
or the Fingers being thruft in paft the Face to the 
(Forchead, the fame may be turned and brought © 
down into the Paflage: As for Infants placed in an 
oblique Womb, I would perfwade them without 
Delay to find out their Feet, 


ys i | © And 
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rh And though the Arm hanging down in the Pafs — 
fage, may be lefs commodioufly put back or re- 
tained, yet they are to penetrate and feek for the 
Feet: Very often the'Time is loft in putting back — 
an Arm, or in retaining it;. for Experience teaches — 
us, that fometimes a Hand can more eafily pene= — 
trate, when the Arm hangs down, than when the #@ 
fame is thruft back again, Truly I have been for- 
ced to turn the Arm out again, till I have found 
out the Feet, which being drawn down, I remo- — 
ved the Infant with its Arm back again; and the 
Arm being then eafily thruft in, 1 commodioufly — 
turned the Infant: This is done with good Succefs © 
in a dire&t Womb; but thofe that try the fame in — 
an oblique Womb, will find the greateft Dificul- 
ties, efpecially if the Arm be already come forth — 

up to the Shoulder, the Humours flowed out, and 
all noes clofely comprefied by the violent Force — 
or Lains. | 


\ 


An Explanation of the Figures XX, XXII, end. 
| XXII, 


Figure XX. 


aaa Uhe Vertebre. 
b ‘The Left Os Ilium. 
ec Vhe Offa Pubis. 
da 'The Seat-Bones. | % 
ee The Acetabula, or Cavities of the Offa Conene. 
dicis or Hip-Bones. ~ . 
ff The Circumference of the Belly, - 
gg ‘The Womb, with its Mouth obliquely to the — 
Os Iliam, near the Os Pubis. oo 
hb ‘The Infant in the Womb, whofe Head refts — 
upon the Left Os Ivium, and the Arm comes — 
_. forth into the Paflage. a 
The Umbilical Vein. 
The Secundine, or Placenta, a 
iY Figure 


. 


2 


. MIDWIFERY improv’d. VO5 
Figure XXII. 


aaa The Vertebre. 
b The Left Os Iium, 
cc The Offa Pubis. 
dd ‘The Seat-Bones. 
ee The Cavities of the Os Coxendicis. vee 
wf Lhe Circle of the Belly, | 
gg The Womb, with the Mouth obliquely to the 
Right Os Pabis and Coxendicis, or Hip-Bone. 
kh ‘The Infant, with its Head fixed upon the Of@ 
~ Pubis, whofe Shoulder inclines to the Mouth 
of the Womb. | . 
‘The Navel-String. 
‘The Secundine. 


Figure XCXUU, 


aa 'Vhe Vertebre. 
bb The Offa Tium. 

ec The Offa Pubis. 

ad 'Vhe Seat-Bones. 

ee The Cavities or Acetabula, in which the Heads 

of the Thigh-Bones are turned. 

ff The Circle of the Belly. 

gg Che Womb well placed. 

4 The Infant, with its Hands foremoft in the 
Mouth of ‘the Womb. 

4% The Navel-String. | 

& The Secundine. 


tA fartber Explonation of the Figures XX1, XI, 
eu, gna XXII. 


x 


_ Having look’d through thofe Things which are 
nheceflary to the Knowledge of the various falling 
down of the Navel-String, and the Inconveniences 
refulting from it, it will not be amifs, before we 
. O 2 ZO 


—~ 'The Midwife therefore, prefently after the Waters 


‘496 | MIDWIFERY improvd. 
go from thefe Figures, in fome meafure to enquire” 
how Infants fo placed may be commodioutly © 
turned. Letting alone then the Navel-String, we 
fhall take a View of thefe Figures, as if they did 
not reprefent the fame hanging down; fo that the 
Infant and Womb are fometimes found turned af= 
ter this Manner, which they are here reprefented 7 
in, without the Navel-String coming down. 


Figure XXII,» 


_ The arf Figure reprefents the Womb with the” 
Bottom to the Right, and its Mouth obliquely to” 
the Left Hand towards the Os Coxendicis; the In-” 
fant in it inclines partly to the Belly, with its Face” 
downwards, and partly towards the Side, with its” 
Head placed upon the Os ium, and its Arm™ 
coming forth into the Pafflage or Mouth of the 
Womb. Infants commonly fix their Heads fo up- 
on the Os Ilium, becaufe they are ill handled in 
the Beginning, before or prefently after the Waters: 
flow out; for before the Waters flow out, they 
are not fo clofely comprefied in the Womb, but 
have Room enough, and the Humours allow them” 
free Motion; but when they are flowed out, the’ 
Womb is more clofely contracted, and the Infants? 
are fo comprefled, that they cannot then change” 
their Situation; but the Parts next the Paflage) 
fall into it, and there are, as it were, made faft. 


are run out, pafling her Hand into the Womb, may 
turn the Infant commodioufly enough, and direct 
the Head into the Paffage, or with lefs Danger 
‘draw the Infant out by the Feet, being turned; 
wherefore the Midwife ought always to have a 
ready Hand, that juft as the Waters flow out, fhe 
may pafs it in prefently, and ftop them as much as 
fhe can, difpatching whatever elfe may tend to the” 
difpofing and turning of the Infant. . on A 
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- The Midwife perceiving the Mouth of the 
Womb not fufpended fo high that there may be 
Hopes of introducing the Head eafily into the ‘Pe 
vis and Mouth of the Womb, fhe may do it by 
thrufting back the Infant’s Body, when the Arm or 
Shoulder lies betwixt, fo that the Head may be 
carried down of its own Accord into the Patlage 
by its own Weight: Butif this does not proceed fo 
fuccefsfully, the may promote or draw forwards 
the Head a little, that it may flide down. And | 
if this be lefs convenient, by reafon of the Womb’s 
being obliquely feated on one Side, whence its 
Mouth continues fufpended too high, fo that the 
Head, though moved forwards into the Paflage; 
- yet neverthelefs is fixed upon the Os Ilium, then I 

think it by no Meansadvifeable, to bring itinto the 
Paflage; but rather pafling the Hand under the 
Belly to the Feet, to draw them (either fingly or 
together) under the Belly into the Paflage ; for 
when they are after this Manner drawn into the 
- Paflage, the Bottom of the Womb is more ealily 
/ lifted up, till its Mouth falls into the Pelvis; and, 
at laft the Exclufion fucceeds more fafely, and. 
with greater Advantage, both to the Mother and 
~ > Infant. 
-» In this Cafe I think it is further to be noted, 
- that moft are too much afraid of the Infants 


- coming with their Feet firft into the Paffage 5 


- wherefore the Antients teach, that an Infant 


» coming with its Feet firft, is to be turned, and 


that its Head is firft to be direéted into the Paf- 

fage, which Work would be either impoflible or 
ufelefs; for the Exclufion of an Infant coming: 
with its Feet firft, is fometimes as fuccefsful, nay, 
fooner fucceeds than when it comes with the Head 
foremoft; and, to fpeak freely, there feems lefs 
Danger in that; fo that I dare affirm that repof- 
terous Births are-attended often with lefs Dektcns 
And though I am the am perhaps, that dare to 

‘ 2 


write 
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dias 
aes, | 


write fo, yet I cannot forbear difcovering my ~ 


Opinion: 1 can affirm, that I never perceived fo 
much Danger and Pains in the Exclufion of an In- 
fant coming with its Feet foremoft, as in thofe 


_ that offer the Head; wherefore I readily advife to 


take hold of the Feet, and fo draw it out, efpecially 
in an oblique Womb, which, though it may have 
a happy Bett is always the Caufe of a diffi- 
cult Birth. 


Figure XX11. 


_ This 22d Figure, as well as the foregoing, re= 
prefents an oblique Womb, in which the Infant is 
feated fupine, (7. e. with the Face upwards,) the 
Head a little inclined upwards, and the Shoulders 
next the Entrance or Mouth of the Womb: This 
Situation of the Infant is reckoned one of the wortt. 
‘TheShoulder being raifed up again, and the Body 
moved back, the Head at the laft, with much ado, 
is brought into the Pailage; but when this is 


"Ee 


: 
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done, what will be the Event? ‘Then it comes | 


forth with the Head yet fupine, or the Face turned. 
upwards, which alfo is a kind of difficult Birth; 


and what aggravates the Mifchief is, that the 


Crown of the Head fticks faft on the Left Os I- 
ium, and is not brought into the Pe/vis without a 


great deal of Pains; wherefore I. would advife, — 


that when the Womb and Infant are in that Pof- 
ture, you would not direé&t the Head firft into the 
Paflage, but rather feek for the Feet, the Right 


Hand being patied betwixt the Head and the Right | 


Shoulder, evento the Right Foot or Knee,which is 
firft to be drawn downwards a little, and then the 
lower Foot may be drawn to you with the Toes 
firft, then the Left Foot is to be fought and drawn 
down likewife, and at the laft, both together are 
to be brought gradually into the Paffage, and fo 
the Infant 1s eafily turned. NaC 


¥ | , And 
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“And here it is alfo to be noted, what feems a 
Wonder to me, that Fu/tina, Midwife to the mott 
Serene Electorefs of Brandenburgh, did not obferve, 
that Infants might be more commodioufly turned, 
if they are drawn out with the ‘Toes rather than 
the Heel firft; for the reprefents in her Figures the 
Method of drawing out Infants commonly with 
the Heel firft; when yet the Body of an Infant 

_ may much more eafily be turned and inverted with 
the Toes towards the Belly, than the Heels to- 
wards the Back; for the Loins and the Back are 

- much more commodioufly bent towards the Fore 
part, than towards the Back. By reafon of this 
prepofterous Inverfion, in almoft all difficult Vere . 
fions or T'urnings, fhe was obliged to make ufe of 
Bandages, (call’d Laquei,) that fhe might make ute 
of both Hands at her Work; but I moving the 
Toes towards the Belly, turn the Infant without 

fach Bandage, viz, with the other Hand, without 
Force or Danger. And this Obfervation I recom= 
mend to young Midwives, as of great Advantage ; 
for it is fcdrce credible how commodious it would 
bein the turning of Infants; to perform which 
rightly, it is requifite to have adiftinét Knowledge 
-of the Situation of the Infant, whence it appears 
what Hand it is to be done by, and which Way 
you are to come at the Feet, | Si 
" If you would turn the Infant, fituated after this 
Manner, by lifting the Foot with the Hecl turned 
towards the Back, that cannot be done without 
Force, except a Bandage is applied to the Foot, by 
which you muft draw with one Hand, whilft with | 
the other you thruft up the Head and Shoulders | 
to turn the Infant. But it is to be noted, that it 
~ is very difficultto put a Bandage upon the Foot, the 
Way being full of Turnings; fo that the Bandage, 
though it be luckily put upon the Foot, in drawing 
it down verymuch, frets the Mouth of the Womb, 
and the Vagina or Neck, which, when the Infant 
Beet NY O-4 is 
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is fo placed, make a bending Paflage, like an El= 


bow when bent, in that Place, in which: neither 
the Mouth of the Womb, nor the Vagina can be 

fo much flackened and relaxed, by reafon of the 
Borders of the Pelvis, as ta draw the Bandage in — 
a Right Line; therefore if there is occafion at any 
time to put a Bandage upon the Foot, a {mall one — 
is not to be made ufe of, buta broad one (called . 
Mitra) or a foft firm Cloth, which is more com- 
modious for the Foot, but harder to be put on, 
but it will not fret the Mouth of the Womb 

fo much by rubbing upon it, as a fmall Ban- 
dage. An Infant thus turn’d, is to be drawn out 
without Delay, according to the Method before 
directed. | 


Figure XXUI, 


‘The 23d Figure fhews a Womb rightly placed, 
with an Infant coming forth into the Paflage with 
the Hands foremoft, whofe Head a skilful Midwife 
may direct eafily into the Paflage, before or pre — 
fently after the Waters are flowed out. But if the 
Midwife obferve by the Touch, the Hands thruft 
out into the Paflage, and perceives that they have 
fufficiently opened the Mouth of the Womb by 
their Bulk, without the Membrane being broke 
of its own Accord, fhe may break it, and prefently 
putting in her Hand (for then it will not be diffi- 
cult) fhe may bring the Head of the Infant fo pla- 
_ ced into the Paflage. And the Waters being now 
come away, and the Hands moving in the Paflage, 
and the Womb being now clofely contracted, I ad=) 
vife, that the prefently feek out the Feet, and draw 
~ out the Infant by them. | dix 
The Feet of the Infant being fo placed, are ea- 
fily found and drawn out; the Right Hand alone is 
fufficient for this Work; the Way is dire@, and 
_ the Knees now next the Belly. I know non ey 
; . l= 
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‘Writers have blotted fo many Reams of Paper con- 
cerning the difficult turning of Infants, when they 
might conceive in their Minds the true Method : 
Te would not be fo hard a Work to turn Infants, if 
it was not attended with greater Difficulty in an 
oblique, than in a dire&t Womb. But to turn In- 
fants in an oblique Womb, requires both folid 
Knowledge and found Judgment, and long expe- 
xienced Hands. | 


CHAP. XI. 
Of Infants placed acrofs or tran fver fe. 


jee: teaches, that Infants in the Womb 
| do not always fall down directly to the Fore- 
- part, nor alwaysdirectlytothe Back-part fupine; or 
if it fhould fo happen, they do not continue in the 
fame Pofition, but fometimes move from one Place 
to,another, which fucceeds more commodioutly or 
inconveniently, according as the Abundance or De- — 
fect of Humours allows a greater or lefs Space. 
We fhall now fpeak of thofe Infants which lie 
_acrofs, as they are reprefented in the 24th and 25th 
Figures, The firft Figure fhews an infant tranf- 
_verfe in a direct Womb; the laft reprefents an In- : 
fant tranfverfe in an-oblique Womb, viz, whofe 
Bottom being prone (or downwards) is inclined 
in a Belly that hangs forwards, the Mouth being ~ 
turned to the Os Mium near the Vertebre of the 
Loins, We fhall fpeak of the 24th and 25th Fi- 
gures together, fince they very much agree with 
one another, that the Difference may appear the 
more clearly. The 24th Figure fhews an Infant 
offering it felf with both Feet together near the 
Mouth of the Womb; but the Infant in the 25th 
Figure fits higher, nor is yet fallen down to the _ 
si A BmA Sh eS «hoa wera Oe 
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Paflage, only with one Hand, which is next the 


Pailage. 
In Infants offering themfelves fo, the Midwife, 


‘in the Beginning of the Labour, before the Hu- — 
mours are flowed out, can perceive nothing at all — 
by the Touch; and if fhe juit perceives fomething, _ 


" 
ie 
15 


= 


prefently after the will perceive nothing by it; — 


for fuch Infants being as yet feated high, and fwim= _ 
ming in a great Quantity of moveable Liquors, — 
are eafily turned, and move their Hands and Feet — 
efpecially, fometimes drawing them up, fometimes — 


thrufting them down, fo that you may perceive — 
about the Mouth of the Womb, fometimes a Hand. — 


or a Foot, and a little after nothing; but foon © 


after a Part of Head or Buttocks, which prefently 


cannot be felt; but in the room of them a Hand, - 


Foot, or Back, offering itfelf, which is to be well 
obferved by the Midwife; for Infants that move 
fo much, ieldom come forwards well placed; and 


if this Inconveniency may happen ina Womb well © 


placed, furely in an oblique Womb it may very 
eafily fall out; becaufe then the Infant is not car~ 


ried to the Mouth of the Womb by its own 


Weight, efpecially in fuch a prone Womb, fuch as 


the 25th Figure reprefents, where the Infant feems ~ 


rather to fit than lie down, being at play with its 
Hands and Feet, moving its Members freely, and 
without ‘Trouble; fo that it is no Wonder if fome- 


~ 


times one and fometimes another Part be felt in 


the Paffage by the Touch. 


In tuch Poftures the Humours commonly ‘are 


compreffed into an oblong Form; the Mouth of the 


Woib empty, or only filled up with Waters; in — 


which fometimes one and fometimes another Mem= — 


ber, as we have faid, may be felt; which being 


obferved, the Midwife may expect a difficult — 
Birth; wherefore if fhe be diligent in her Bufinefs, — 


fhe muft prepare herfelf to perform it extraordina- 


rily, andcontider every Uhing according toReafon, ~ 
| that — 
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that fhe may know what is to be done. The Wa~ 
ters are forced into an acuminated or an oblong 
Form, becaufe thofe alone with the Membrane - 
ptefs upon the Mouth of the Womb, lying againft — 
the Os lum: On the contrary, if the Head being 
free were placed in the Paflage, its thick R oundnefs 
would dilate the Mouth of the Womb more, and. 
diftend the Membrane wider, fo that the Wa- 
ters would not be fo much expanded in Length 
as in Breadth. And it is to be noted, that it can- 
_ not always be certainly concluded from the oblong 
Form of the Waters, that the Head is not turned 
forwards or in the Paflage, as moft think, making 
the Miftake, becaufe they do not underftand the 
| Difference betwixt a direét ahd an oblique Womb: 
- {na Womb rightly fituated this Argument is firm — 
enough, but notin an oblique one; for when the Head 
of the Infant fticks faft upon the Borders of the Pe/- 
vis, the Waters cannot be expanded breadthways, 
but are compreffed longitudinally; whence they are 
deceived in their Judgment who argue thence, 
that the Head is not turned forwards, or in the 
Paftlage. | 
_ A Midwife thereforey in the firft Place, ought 
ftudioufly to weigh whether the Womb is placed 
directly or obliquely; for according to that her 
_ Proceedings muft be ordered. If the finds the 
Womb rightly placed, and the Humours expanded. 
Lengthways, if fometimes fhe can only touch the 
Hand, fometimes the-Foot, or the Head, then fhe 
is not to neglect the feafonable Time; but finding 
the Waters fufficiently protuberant, and feeling the 
Head in fome meafure by the Touch, let her pre- 
fently break the Membrane with her ‘Nails, and 
direct the Head into the Pafflage with herFingers, | 
all Hindranceswhatfoever, v/z. of the Hand, Foot, 
or Navel-String being removed, which may then _ 
eafily be done, becaufe there is Room enough; the 
Head by this Means being brought down into the 
alas 50s Eee ater, Paflage, 
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Paflage, the Midwife needs not fear, that it will 
go back again from thence, for when the Water 
is flow’d out, there is not Room enough for the In< 
fant in a direct Womb to turn it felf this or that 
‘Way, becaufe the Womb being prefently contract- 
ed comprefies the Infant on every Side. 

But if the Midwife obferve, that the Womb is 
obliquely feated, its Mouth lying againft either 
Side of the Peis, then fhe is to fet about her 
Worka much different Way: Firft, fhe muft try to 
bring the Mouth of the Womb into the Pe/vis, 
the Way we fhall fhew hereafter; which if it fuc- 
ceeds well, then let her handle the Woman as in a 
direct Womb. But if that is not to be done, 
and only anfwers the End in part, fo that the ill 
Situation of the Womb is in fome Meafure correct~ 
ed, yet is not fo far reftored, that the Head com- 
modioufly falling into the Pelvis, may promife a 
happy Birth; then let her by no’ Means think of 
breaking the Membrane, but wait for the flowing 
out of the Waters of their own Accord; which 
- breaking out, let her prefently put up her Hand 

againft the flowing Waters, not fo much to direct 
the Head into the Paflage, (except it be juft at 
hand,) but to feek out for the Feet, to draw the In 
fant out by them. For it is fafer to draw the In- 
fant out by the Feet, the Womb being in fuch a 
Pofture, than to force it away by the Pains Head 
foremoft; for the greateft ‘Task here is, to direéct 
the Infant’s Head into the Pe/vis, which if at the 
— laft it flip down in a Womb thus hanging down, 
it fixes it felf fo faft upon the Bending of the Os 
Sacrum, that it is very difficult to move it thence; 
wherefore the Infant is brought forth with greater 
Conveniency and Security, both to the Mother _ 
and it felf, with the Fect foremoft, than with the 
Head... ~ : 
But if by chance thofe Things were neglenad, 
which ought to have been done in ‘Time; .or the 

: 3 ee ete 
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“Midwife being fent for late, fhould obferve that 
the Waters are juft comeaway, and that the Hand 
or Feet are jult thruft into the Mouth of the 
Womb, in a Womb wellfituated, there is no need 
to feek and dire&t the Head into the Paflage; on 
the contrary, let her lay the Woman upon her 
Back, the upper Part of her Body being loweft, and 
raifed with Boulfters, left the Womb fhould be de- 
prefied by the Weight of the /ia upon the Hand, 
but rather givingWay, let it yield to the Midwife’s 
Hand; then with her Hand or Fingers, let her 
remove the Infant’s Hands into the Womb again, 
the Feet being left in the Paflage, or if both are 
not then in the Paflage, let her produce both, and 
thus fhe may extractthe Infant, taking Care that the » 
Toes are upwards, that by gradually turning the In- 
fant, fhe may bring it forth, by the Method juft 
now delivered. ButwhentheW ombis obliquely pla- 
ced, the Hands and Feet offering themfelves in the 
Paflage, and the Humours being flowed out, the 
Midwife muft ufe all her Study to move the 
Mouth of the Womb in fome Meafure into its 
Place, as well as fhe can, to direct it into the open 
Pelvis; and to that Purpofe, let her difpofe the 
Woman in fuch a Pofture, that fhe may make more 

~ Room for the Womb, left that, as well as the In- 
fant fhould fall upon the Midwife’s Hand ; when 
theWomb hangs forward, it is requifite, for the 
Woman in Labour to lie forward upon her Knees, 
or to incline to the Right Side, the lower Part of 
her Body being in fome Meafure raifed, and forthe 
moft Part prone, (7. ¢ with the Face downwards, } 
then let the Midwife, having put back the Infant's 
Hands, bring forwards the Feet into the Orifice 
of the Womb: But when the Feet alone are con- 
veniently turned into the Mouth of the Womb, 
the Woman in Labour is to be placed in a Pofture 
quite different from the former, that the gVcight of 
the Womb, as well as of the Infant, may prets 
| upon 
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upon the Mouth of the Paflage, and then let the — 
_ Midwife gradually draw out the Infant, being 


well turned; or if it be ill turned, turning it gra- 
dually, draw it quite out, after the Manner elfe- 
where delivered. 


Me 


An Explanation of the Figures XXIV and 


Figure XXIV, 


aa The Vertebre. ° 
bb ‘The Offa Ilium. 
cc The Offa Pubis. 
dd The Seat-Bones. 


ee The Acetabula, or Cavities of the Os Coens 


dicis, or Hip-Bone. 


| ff The Circumference of the Belly. 


gg The Womb well placed. 

bh ‘The Infants feated tranfverfe or acrofs in the 
Womb. | . | 

ii ‘The Navel-String. 

& 'The Secundine. 


Figure XXYV. 
aaaaa The Vertebre. 


b The Left Os Hium. 
ce¢ ‘Vhe Offa Publis. 


dd "The Seat-Bones. 


e The Acetabulum of the Left Os Conendisis, 

ff The Circumference of the Belly. | 

gg Uhe Womb hanging forwards, and oblique to 
the Left Side. 

4 ‘The Infant, with its Hands placed in the 
Womb. | 

é@ ‘The Umbilical Veffels, or Navel-String, 

k ‘The Secundine, or After-birth, 2 

CHAP. 
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CHAP XII. 


Of Infants coming with their Buttocks 
forwards, 2 


| bs epee Hands are moft commonly found near 
the Head, but fometimes they are fo far 
diftant from it, that when you feel the Hand, you 
can by no Means be certain of the Place or Situa- 
tion of the Head or Feet. The 27th Figure gives 
us an evident Argument of this, where we fhall fee 
the Right-Hand of the Infant ftretched. forth into 
‘the Mouth of the Womb, whilft the Left-Hand. 
and both Feet are placed in the Bottorn of the 
Womb near the Head, with the Breech or But- — 
tocks placed before the Mouth of the Paflage. 
Sometimes I have perceived the one Hand exclur 
ded out of the Womb quite up to the Shoulder, 
whilft I found the Hand of the other Arm above 
in the Bottom of the Womb, though fo great a 
 Diftancealmoft feemed impoffible; wherefore thofe 
Things are to be obferved with the greateft Atten- 
tion, which are perceived by the Touch. NV. B. 
‘In this 27th Figure fomething is to be excufed. 
_ The Infant ought to incline more to the Right- 
Hand; but now that Arm exceeds in Length the - 
_ Proportion of the reft of the Body. 

The 26th and 27th Figures reprefent to us two 
Infants, both of which. come double into the 
Mouth of the Womb; the one turns his Back to- 
wards us, and the other his Side. Infants who of- 
fer themfelves fo complicated in a direct Womb, 
whether they turn their Back or their Belly to- 
wards us, are brought forth almoft with the fame 
Eafe as thofe that offer their Head foremott, (efpe- 
cially if they turn their Back towards us,) only 
the Labour commonly is more difficult in ue 

that 
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that the Buttocks alfo complicated together exe 
ceed the Head in Thicknefs, but the Mouth of 
theWomb being firft dilated by the Buttocks, the — 
Head afterwards will eafily follow, according to 
the Proverb, the Buttocks going before, nothing can 
hinder the Head: Wherefore let not a Midwife 
throw away her Pains in turning fuch complicated 
Infants, but fuffer them to come forth freely ; only 
let her affift the Woman in Labour, as much as fhe | 
can, in dilating the Mouth of the Womb, and Va- 
gina, or its Neck, and in preffing back the Os Coc 
cygis, that the Way may be more commodioufly 
opened; taking Care efpecially, if it be a Male 
Infant, left the Scrotum be hurt by preffing, which 
may eafily happen. But when Infants offer them= 
felves with their Belly upwards, all Things do not ~ 
fucceed fo commodioufly; then thereisgreater Dan~ ~ 
ger, left the Head fhould ftick by the Chin to the 
Bones of the Pubis, to which it is turned; to pre~ 
vent which, when the Buttocks are a little thruft 
out, the Feet are to be drawn out, and the Infant 
is prefently to beturned with the Belly bent down 
wards, which is done with one Hand under its > 
Back as far as it may be put, and by putting the 
other upon the Belly, turning the Infant with both — 
at once, drawing it out after the fame Manner as 
if the Feet came firft. 

But if the Infants complicated or folded toge« 
ther with their Buttocks firft, lie upon either Side, 
whether 2 Hand comes out at the fame Time or 
not, as the 27th Figure fhews, then the Birth 
is much more difficult; for then the Infant with its 
whole Breadth lies. upon the Pelvis, by which it 
isvery much ftraighten’d. 'The Midwife therefore, 
if fhe hath obferved before or after the Watersare 
corhe away, that the Infant offers it felf in this 
Manner, Ict her hinder it from coming into the 
Paflage fo turned; and before the Waters flow 
out, as often as the Pains go off, let her as well 

ag 
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“as fie cah, endeavour to turn the Infant, that it 
may come with the Belly turn’d downwards. But » 
if the Midwife, before the Waters flow out, cannot 
turn the Infant fo, let her not neglect to do it as 
foon as they come away, while there is Room 
enough left for that Purpofe; for when the Waters 
are quite flowed out, and the Infant is comprefled 
on every Side, the will fearce be able to do it, but 
_ will afflict both the Woman and Infant with a great 
deal of Pain; therefore then it will be fafer to take 
hold of the Infant’s Feet, and draw it out..What 
fignifies it here tomakelonger Delays? ‘The Infant, 
whether it offers it felf. double or’ fingle, with its 

Feet foremoft, or Head laft, is brought forth 5 
why then fhould a Midwife think much to draw 
out the Feet prefently? If fhe can but do it with 
Dexterity enough, rig th r 

A Midwife, defirous to turn an Infant, and to 
bring out the Feet firft, ought to lay the Woman 
upon her Back, with her Head. downwards, for 
then the Infant is not fo much deprefled. ‘Then 
her Hand being thruft in by the Buttocks and 

Thighs up to the Feet, let her draw them out by 
the Heels evento the Buttocks, then with the fame 
Hand let her prefs the Buttocks up again, or re- 
move them 6n one Side or other, and. then let her 
draw down the Feet; but if there is not fufficient 
Room, let her hold them, having faftened a flen= — 
der Bandage upon them, till fhe hath prefled the 
Buttocks up again; but fometimes the Infant is 
eafily turned with one Hand. 7 . 

- But if a complicated Infant offers it felf in 
the Paffage, with the Breech firft in an ob- 
lique Womb, whether with the [ace upwards 
or downwards, or oblique on either Side, then it 
will be moft convenient, prefently after the Waters 
are flowed out, to feek for the Feet; thusthe Wo- 
man being fo placed, that the Womb may not fall 
upon the Hand, let her as much as the can, TONG 

: ; the 
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the Infant back, and then her Hands being thruft 
in up to the Feet, having laid hold of them, firft 
draw them down to the Buttocks, and then prefs 
up the Body of the Infant again; then both Feet 
are to be brought down into the Paflage, and at 
laft the Infant by this Means is to be quite drawn 
out; and truly this Method is much more conve- 
nient and fafe, than to fuffer the Infant to come 
forth complicated 5 for it would be moft difficult, 
and attended with the moft intenfe Pains, for an 
Infant to be brought forth thus complicated or 
double. 7 

From hence it will appear to a modeft Reader, 
how ufeful the Knowledge of a right or ill frcuated. 
Womb may be; whence we may eafily gather, 
what great Errors Midwives were formerly, and — 
are now fubjeét to, when ignorant whether the ~ 
Womb is directly or obliquely placed: ‘They are 
to be pardoned, indeed, who never had the Know- 
ledge of any other than a Womb rightly feated, if 
they endeavour to promote the Birth one and the 
fame Way, let the Pofture be what it will; they 
muft all tread in the fame Steps; but how great 
inconveniences Women have hitherto fuffered by 
it, and yet fuffer, daily Experience can witnefs. 
Let every one fearch their own Confcience, and 
confefs their Offences’ to God, who pafles over — 
Crimes committed in the Times of Ignorance: 
But whoever, fince this Difcovery is made, will 
be wilfully blind, will not eafily excufe himfelf 
of the Crime, when called to an Account for it. 


An Explanation of the XXNIth, avd XXVIIth 


Figures. 


Figure X XVI. 
aa Vhe Vertebre. | 
bb The Bones, called Offe Ilium. 
¢ ¢ The Offa Pubis. | 
da Vhe 
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a d The Seat-Bones. | 

ee The Cavities of the Offa Coxendicis, or Hip- 
Bones. 

ff The Circle of the Belly. 

gg Vhe Womb. 

b "Vhelnfantcomplicated or doubled in thePa‘age 

zi ‘UVhe Navel-String. | | 

k ‘The After-birth. 

tes ue brcech. 


Figure KAVIL 

aa Uhe Vertebre. : 

bb 'Vhe Offa Iku. 

cc ‘The Bones called Offa Pubis, or Pedinis, 7. ¢ 
the Bones of the Privities, or Comb-like Bones. 

d a'The Sedentary or Seat-Bones. 

ee Uhe Cavities of the Hip-Bones. 

ff The Circumference of the Belly. 

gg The Womb. — | 

hb ‘The Infant fitting tranfverfe or acrofs, with its 
Breech and one Hand. offering themfelves in 
the Pafiage. : 

iz The Navel-String. | 

k 'The Secundine, or After-birth. 

7 The Infant’sHand ftretch’d forth into thePaflage 


If elfewhere we have laid it down asa general 
- Rule, that the Infant’s Feet are not to be drawn 
out, except the ‘Toes are turned upwards, that by 
no Means hinders, but that in this, or the like Cafe, 
_ (to wit, when the Feet fo nearly hang over the Paf- 
fage,) it may be convenient fometimes to draw 
them out by the Heels; for we would have that 
anderftood of the Feet being placed above, in 
the Bottom of the Womb, and when the Infant is 
to be turned altogether; but not in fuch Cafes, 
where the Feet being {drawn a little downwards, 
may prefently be brought into the Paflage by the 


Heels without much ‘Trouble. | 
. SRLS Be CHAP, 
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OH AWD.: Ripa: 


Of an Infant offering its Belly im the Paffage a 
along with the Navel-String. 


HEN Infants offer themfelyes with the — 

/ Belly firft, it often happens, that the Na- 
vel-String hangs down firftinto the Paflage; which 
if it appear only in the Paflage, and you find that 
no other Part is along with it, either moveable or 
fixed, then it is to be feared, that the Infant ap- 
pears with the Belly or Back firft, or that it will — 

0 fo. 

In the 24th and 2;th.Pigures, we have feen that 
Infants are fometimes fituated tranfverfe in the | 
Womb; this with its Head on one Side, and its 
Breech on the other; one Infant offers its Hand in 
the Paffage, and another its Feet; and fometimes 
neither the Hands nor the Feet appear, but the In- 
fant falls down with its Head re-{upined, or a lit- 
tle bent upwards, and its Belly firft, which com- 
monly happens after the Waters are come away 5 
then the Womb is contracted, or rather falls down ; 
if it happens to be deprefled when ftraighten’d with 
violent Pains, by which the Infant is obliged to 
fall down, and if the Head and Feet ftick faft, 
then the Back being bent backwards, the Belly falls 
into the Paflage; to prevent which, the Midwife 
being diligent and attentive, when the Woman is 
conveniently placed, and the Waters are flowed 
out, having thruft her Hand into the Womb, the mutt 
remove the Navel-String; and if the Womb be 
rightly feated, fhe is to endeavour to bring the 
Head forwards into the Paflage, if it may eafily 
be done, as it fometimes is, vx when the In- 
fant is as yet fufpended high, and the Back is not 
too much bent, for then fhe may put her Hand in 


gently 
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gently up to the back Part of the Infant’s Head, 
and drawing it gently down, may gradually bring 
it forwards into the Paflage. | 

But if the Infant’s Loins are fo far fallendown, 
as they are reprefented in this 28th Figure, which 
moft commonly happens foon after theWaters are 
come away, then I would not advife to bring the 
Infant’s Head into the Paffage, but fhould think it 
advifeable to draw the Feet firft, which is to be 
done confiderately; for it is not fufficient to penc- 
trate with the Hand up to the Feet, which is dif- 
ficult when the Infant is fo'turned, but it muft be 
farther known, how they are to be drawn down= 
wards; for it is no indifferent Matter how it is 
performed, and truly it may be done, cither well 
or ill. Suppofing any one would extract or draw 
out an Infant by the Feet fo turned, as the 28th 
Figure reprefents, who for that End, having put 
her Hand below, near the Belly, along the Infant’s 
Side, even to the Feet, and having taken hold of 
one or both, would draw them direétly down, the | 
Feet indeed would follow the Hand that drew 
them, and if there was Room enough in theWomb 
to turn it, the Infant might this Way be conve- 
niently preferved; but if the Waters are quite 
flowed out, and the Infant is clofely comprefled in 
the Womb, its Loins would be twifted, fo that 
the Infant, if then not quite dead, would foon ex 
pire} and therefore I fhould not approve of this 
Way. Alfoif a Midwife having thruft her Hand 
betwixt the two Feet, and having taken hold of 
the Left Foot, fhould draw it down by the inward 
Ankle, {he would rather lame the Foot, by putting 
the Knee or Hip out of Joint, or kill the Infant, 
than give Afhitance 

But fuch an Infant is moft commodioufly turned, 
either of thefe two Ways; either pafs the Right- 
Hand tothe Left Thigh of the Infant, and that 
taken hold of, near the Knee, thruft it upwards 

i 3 with 
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with the Thumb, which is neareft the Hip-Bone, 
and at the fame Time draw it downwards with 


the Fingers which are hindmoft; in fome meafure ~ 


Spaiinic r/o Womb with your Hand againft the 
Infant’s | 


nees, yet cautioufly and gently, left the — 


Womb fhould be hurt or tore; and by this Means — 


firft bring down one Knee to the Paflage, the Foot 


being yet left above; then bring the otherKnee af- — 


ter the fame Manner down to the Pafflage; which 


being done, change your Hand,andthe Left-Hand — 


being put up to the Child’s Belly or Breatt, thruft 


back his Body upwards, and prefently there will 
be Room enough, taking hold of one or both Knees 
to remove theInfant higher, and fo you may bring 
the Feet fucceflively more commodioufly into the 
Paflage, if not both at once; or the Legs being 
bent with the Right-Hand, andthe Knees brought 
into the Pafflage, as we faid before, take hold of 
them below the Ham, and bring them fo far paft 
the Paffage or Mouth of the Womb, till the Feet 
are placed before the Paflage,, which is not diffi- 
cult to do; and then the Infant may be drawn out 
by the Feet, as we have elfewhere delivered. Or 
the Right-Hand may be put along the Belly to 
the Thigh, or one of the Knees; and at the fame 
‘Time, a thin Bandage doubled, being put upon the 
Fingers Ends, well foftened with Oil, may be put 
upon either Knee, by which you may draw gently; 
then it may be drawn out again by the Right- 
Hand, whilft the Left-Hand holds the Ends of the 
Bandage, leftthey fhould be moved out of their 
Place; then holding the Extremities of the Bandage 
in your Right-Hand, the Left is to be put up, 
which may thruft the Infant’s Belly upwards, at the 
fame'l'ime gently drawing the Bandage with your 
Right-Hand, by which Means the upper Part of the 
Body is moved upwards, and the Feet downwards, 
and the Infant’s Knees brought nearer tothe Mouth 
__ of the Womb. 


But 
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But if by Chance this tranfverfe Situation of the 
Infant be found in a Womb too prone or fupine, or 
tending obliquely to cither Side, then I think that 
the bringing down of the Head into the Pafiage is 
by no Means to be thought of in the Beginning 5 
but as foon as poflible, after the Waters are flowed. 
out, the Feet are to be found out, and thofe I 
think convenient to be brought firft to the Paflage, 
as we have faid; and when the Humours are flow~ 
ed out for fome’ Time, and the Belly of the Infant 
is fallen down to the Mouth of the Womb, the 
fame Care is to be taken to turn the Infant com- 
modioufly, left it fhould be twifted, or fuffer Vio-= 
lence, which fucceeds much more difficultly than 
ina Womb rightly placed. 

Perhaps it may feem ftrange to moft Midwives, 
that Ifhould perfwade them to put their Hand pre- 
{ently into the Womb; and perhaps it might icem 
to fome Women more ftrange, if Midwives fhould 
take my Advice, becaufe it is not common for 
them to take fo much Liberty with Womens Bo- 
dies, fearing, left they fhould do fome Damage 5 
nor will it be always amifs for them to be fearful, 

becaufe few have Knowledge and Dexterity enough 
to handle a Woman in Labour as they ought. Nor 
would I encourage fuch Midwives as thofe to take 
fuch Things upon them, but fuch as are enabled 
by Skill and long Experience, and are throughly 
acquainted with the Parts of Women that ferve 
to Generation, as we have above fhewn, As for the 
reft, if they think a Birth is likely to prove diffi- 
cult, I would have them advife with a more 
knowing Midwife, or fend for a Praétitioner in 
Midvitery, who is skilful, in’ Time, who would 
prefently and feafonably know how to aflift a Wo~ 
man in Labour. ’ ‘er 


PA Lh 
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An Explanation of the XXVIL Figure, 


aa The Vertebre. 

bb The Offa Ilium. 

ec ‘The Offa Pubis. 

d d ‘The Seat-Bones. 

ee The Cavities of the Os Coxendicis. 


ff ‘The Circumference of the Belly. 


gg The Womb. 

b The Infant, with the Belly hanging over the 
Mouth of the Womb. x. +i 

ii ‘The Wavel-String. 

k 'The After-birth. 


CHAP. XLII. 
Of an Infant coming with its Back fors 


wards. 


'T is not fo rare or feldom, that Infants come 
] with their Back forwards into the Paflage, as 
with the Belly; for a prone Bending, /. e. with the 
Face downwards, is natural; but a Supine, 7. <¢. 
withthe Face upwards, is troublefome to the In- 
fant, whence moft Infants offer themfelves- bent 
more or lefs with their Face downwards. When 
the Infant is in this Pofture, the Navel-String very 
often falls down into the Paffage; yet fometimes . 
the Back offers it felf in the Paffage, and the Um- 
bilical Vein is not perceived. And truly this Pof- 
ture of the Infant happens as well in an oblique, 
asin a direct Womb. In both Pofitions of the 
Womb, nothing is felt in the Mouth of the Womb 
befides the Navel-String, which falls down into the 
Paflage, theWaters fettling in the fame Form as 
in the foregoing Pofture, and that whether the 

sal Me Belly 
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Belly or the Back offer themfelves firft, neither this 
or that fo much bent before the Waters flow out, 
but that they are fufficiently diftant from the Paf- 
fage; fo that if it happens, that one of them ma 
be felt, 1t muft be the Infant that offers it felf with 
the Back firft. ade bi | 

In this Cafe, it is the Midwife’s Bufinefs, the 
coming away of the Waters being well obferved, 


_ to feek prefently for the Feet, and to draw the In- 


fant out by them; fo that this, when Things are 


in this Condition, is the moft ready way to Exclu- 
fion, both in a right and an oblique Womb; and 
here her Care is by no Means to be placed in pro- 
ducing the Head foremoft to the Paflage, for fhe 
would take Pains to no Purpofe, becaufe the Infant 

fo placed, isturned with muchmore Difficultywith . ° 
the Head, than with the Feet foremoft; and yet 
there is Difficulty enough to come at the Feet; 
for the broad Back of the Infant takes u p the whole ~ 
Space; fo that there is need of a skilful and expe- 
rienced Hand, to find out the Way to the Infant’s 
Feet on one Side, efpecially in an oblique Womb, 
in which a great many can fcarce believe how 
much ‘Trouble it is to turn fuch an Infant. But in 
the firft Place it is to be tried by the’Touch, whe- 
ther the Infant’s Back-bone tends too much up- 


_ wards or downwards, that you may know by that, 


whether the Hand is to be paffed in above or be~ 


-Jow the Infant; and then it is to be tried, where 


the Head is placed, and in what Place the Feet 


are fituated, that you may thence know, whether 


i 


the Right or Left Hand is ratherto be made ufeof 
toturnthe Infant; which being known, ifthe Infant 
lies more to the Right Side, as this 29th Figure 
fhews, the Hand is to be paffed below, behind the 
Back, near the Belly, and the Left Knee or Foot | 
being fought there, is to be brought down, and 


_ the Infant to be a little turned by it; and then the 


ether Foot being drawn down, both together are 
‘ ; | | 3: 
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to be brought into the Paflage; or if you find 
both Feet above the Head, (viz. the Head and the 
Breech placed about an equal Height,) then taking 
hold of both Feet, being placed near the Head, it 
is an eafy Thing to bring them into the Paflage, 
turning the Infant round in a Circle; and I moft 


co 


commonly find, that Infants drawn this Way ina ~ 
Circle, viz. their Toes being directed totheir Head, _ 


are eafier turned, than, on the contrary, when 


their Heels are turned to their Breech, as we faid 
~ above. 

The Waters being already flowed out, and the 
Infant clofely compreffed, fo that it cannot be 
turned; it is convenient to place a Bandage upon 
one or both Feet, not tied with a Knot, but the 


Bandage being put with a double ‘Turn upon the _ 
Feet, both Ends being a little twifted, leftitfhould~ 


fall off; draw this down with one Hand, whilft you 
move the upper Part of the Infant’s Body upwards. 
Having brought the Feet this Way into the Paflage, 
as foon as you can, take hold of them with your 
Hand, and draw the Infant quite out with it; I 
fay with the Hand, becaufe you may handle the 
Parts much more gentlythan by any Bandage, tho’ 


foft and broad enough. J think, indeed, that no 


narrow Bandages can be ufeful when put upon the 
Feet, much lefs tied with a Knot; for thofe Ban- 


dages called Lagquei, tied to the Feet, flip too hard- 


about them, and hinder the Circulation; and there- 
fore I would rather ufe the Bandage called Mitra, 
or a foft Cloth, or a flender Silk Girdle. When 
the Feet are thus brought into the Paflage, the 
Infant is to be quite: drawn out, and thofe 
‘Things to be done further which we have deli- 
vered above. 


Aik 
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An Explanation of the XXTAth Figure, 


aa The Vertebre. 

bb The Offa Ilium. 

ec ‘The Offa Pubis. 

a a 'Vhe Seat-Bones. 

ee ‘The Cavities of the Hip-Bone. 

ff The Circle of the Belly. 

gg The Womb. i 

h ae Infant, with its Back towards the Paf- 
age, 

Z The N avel-String. 

k The Secundine. 


CHAP. XLIV. 
Of Twins ill turned. 


F the Turning of one Infant coming with its 
Back foremott be difficult, the Turning of Twins 
fo placed, will not be lefs difficult in one and the 
fame Womb; and more difficult, if both ‘l'wins 
are contained in one and the fame Secundine, or 
feem to be contained in one, viz. when the Mem- 
branes are broke, or the Partition which feparated 
them, The Difficulty of turning them does not fo 
much proceed from the Narrownefs of the Room; 
for the Space is always anfwerable to the Bignefs 
of the Infant; but rather becaufe the Hands and 
Feet are fo interwoven, and as it were twifted 
together, that they cannot be cleared of one ano- 
ther, without a great deal of Difficulty. 
It is fometimes difficult to know or judge, whe- 
ther there is one or more Infants, efpecially in 
the Beginning, when you have not yet felt the up- 
per Part of the Womb by the Touch, Sometimes 
i | one 
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one Infant may have its Hands and Feet fo inter 
mixt in the Womb, that there may feem to be 


‘Twins; whatever Way you turn your Hand, you 


feel the Arm, or the Leg, or Hand, or Foot, fo 


that I have fometimes faid, that it feem’d as if — 


the whole Infant was made of Arms, Legs, Hands, — 


or Feet only. Iam not ignorant, that what I have 


faid, may feem ftrange to thofe that are unexperi- 
enced, thinking that nothing is more eafy, than 


to diftinguifh ‘Things by touching, and thata Hand 
is ealily diftinguifhed from a Foot, if one will only. 
be attentive. But what thofe Sort of People fay, 


is to be received without Offence; according to — 


the Proverb, iz a Calm all are Mafiers. If the Parts 
hid within the Womb might be as foon diftinguifh- 
ed, as thofe without, a heavy Countryman, or a 
boorifh Woman would eafily perform that Work; 
but fince the Hand is fo clofely comprefied by the 
Narrownefs of the Womb, and efpecially of the 
Mouth of it, fcarce any Thing is more difficult 
than to diftinguifh by the Touch, what you 
hold in your Hand, efpecially when the Hand 
is put further up, when the Waters have flowed 
out for fome ‘Time. I allow indeed, that by hand- 
ling of one Part, one may judge of another; as for 
Example, from the Buttocks and Thigh, what is 
joined to them is eafily perceived, and we may 
certainly judge, that it muft be the Leg, and not 
the Arm; fo if you defcend from the Shoulders 
and Arm, it is eafily known, that the next Part is 
the Cubit, or that Part of the Arm below the El- 
bow, and not the Leg; in the mean Time itis to be 
known, that there is not always Room enough 
for you diftin&ly to pafs from one Part to another, 
or that you can fo freely move the Hand forwards 
or backwards, and then Judgment is to be made 
from any Part that firft offersit felf. For fuppofe 


you mect with the Hand firft, and when you have - 


left that, with the Foot and then haying bent. 


{= 
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your Hand to the Right or the Left, you per- 
ceivethe Arm or the Leg, fo that you may be cer 
tain you feel this or that Part? Or if you can 
diftinguifh them, how do you know that they are 
the,Parts of the fame Body? Perhaps it may be 
fo, perhaps not; nor will you be more certain, 
tho’ four or five Times fucceflively you think you 
have felt, by a repeated, Touch, the Arms or Legs; 
how do you know whether they are the fame 
which you felt before; J am certain, a great ma 
ny have made this Miftake. “The moft certain 
Sign of ‘T'wins is, if you feel two Heads, or two 
Backs; a double Head is never felt, in one andthe 
fame Body, except it be a Monfter; and then you 
may eafily make a Miftake, except youenquire ve- 
ry accurately, whether that double Head be fixed 
to one and the fame Body. 

If any one ask, in cafe two or more Infants con- 
tained in the Womb, fhould offer themfelves in the 
Paflage ill turned, what is to be done? I anfwer, 
‘That the Matter is to be handled almoft after the 
fame Manner, as if but one was to be brought 
forth; yet Care muft be taken, left you entangle 
or prefs one with the other; therefore in this Cafe 
the fame Caution is to be ufed, as always in turn- 
ing of Infants; viz. it isto be inquired, whether 
the Parts that you would draw forwards, are at 
Liberty, otherwife all Endeavours to turn the Infant 
would be in vain, and you would fooner maim the 
Parts, or pull them out of the Body, than turn 
the Infant. Suppofing the Infant’s Back was bent 
downwards, as the lower Infant is reprefented in 
the 3oth Figure; fuppofing further, that the Right 
Leg was placed upon the Left ‘Thigh, the lower 
Foot being placed under the Left Arm, as it might 
eafily happen according to the Pofture exprefled in 
this Figure: Suppofing ftill, that the Midwife 
pafling her Hand near the Offa Pubis, by the Back 
near the Left Cubit, or that Part of the AP ey 

ow 
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low the Elbow, we fhould find the Right Foot, 
and thinking that all was well, without farther 
Examination, fhe fhould try to draw the Foot into 
the Paflage: Suppofing laftly, that fhe thinking the 
Foot was retained, fhould put a Bandage, called 
Laqueus,ora flender one, called Fa/cia, upon it, to 
draw the Feet to her, whilft fhe thrufts the Infant 
upwards withthe other Hand; it is demanded what 
Succefs may the Midwife expect? What do you 
think can filove this Work, but the numbing or 
laming of the Foot, and laftly, the making the La- — 
bour to no Purpofe, in which the Woman is tor- 
mented in vain? Nor does it anfwer the Defign; 
the Infant being more and more ftraightened be= — 
fore the Pafilage by all that Work, fo that the In- 
verfion of the Infant does not fucceed, nor will | 
that drawing down, or thrufting back of the In- ~ 
fant, do any good, except that the Infant may be 
a little bent in from the Right Side to the Left, 
nor is any Thing done to promote the Birth; for 
indeed the Inverlion of the Infant from one Side to 
the other, is by no Means meant, but the bring- — 
ing of the Feet into the Mouth of the Womb, and 
the raifing of the Head upwards, which by that 
ill Management in drawing it down, will by no 
Means fucceed. 

By a like Reafon, the Legs of ‘Twins may be 
- folded one within another, and at more or lefs Dif=_ 
tance; fo that fometimes you will find the one 
Foot of the upper Infant not far from the Pafiage, 
the lower Infant’s Feet lying upon it tranfverfe. 
Now will it be fufficient to-draw down that Foot ? 
By no Meatis; for you might fooner feparate the 
Feet from the Legs, or the Legs from the Body, — 
by drawing, than by this Means draw the Feet fore 
wards into the Paffage. Sometimes alfo the Head 
of the lower Infant is placed betwixt the Legs of | 
the upper; fo that the Legs of the upper Infant 
cling clofe about the Neck of the lower, as it is 

| reprefented. © 
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reprefented in this 30th Figure; whence it fome- 
times happens, that one or both Feet of the up- 
per Infant are found near the Paffage. Are thofe 
Feet then to be drawn out without any farther 
Enquiry? By no Means; for as long as the one 
‘Infant’s Head is not freed of the other’s Legs, nei- 
ther of them can be brought forth. In like manner 
the upper Infant fometimes is placed upon the low- 
er Intant’s Body, with its Legs acrofs, and then 
either Foot may be eafily touched, or come at; 
but if you try to bring the Feet fucceffively into | 
the Patfage, you will take Pains to no Purpofe, ex- 
cept the Infants are cleared of one another, and. 
difpofed to come forth. And thus Infants may be 
_varioufly involved or intermixed one withanother, 
to explain all whofe different ill Situations would 
detain us too long; wherefore leaving that to every 
one’s Judgment, we fhall briefly fhew the Method 
of correcting thofe ill Situations. 
As for the firft Pofture, viz. of the lower Infant 
reprefented in the 30th Figure, that is corrected, 
if the Woman in Labour is firft laid upon her Back, 
with the Head low down, and the Buttocks raifed 
up, then the Hand being put up under the Infant, 
along by the Mother’s ftraight Gut, (becaufe there 
is moft Room,) you may fearch whether you can 
find the Infant’s feet there; but you will not find 
‘them, if the Right Leg by Chance goes acrofs the 
Left Thigh near the Left Cubit; but if both Feet 
are joined together, you will find them in that 
Place; therefore one or more Feet being found out, 
you are to fearch whether they are the Feet of — 
that Body which lics againft the Paflage with its 
Face upwards, after this Manner; being fure that 
you feel the Feet, your Hand is to be drawn back, © 
and you are to fearch with it along the Side and 
the Belly, even to the Vhigh of the lower Infant; 
then the Hand being farther thruft in along the 
‘Thigh to the Knee, as you go along, you mutt ac- 
| | 2% curately 
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apeely obferve, whether the Arms or Legs, or 
other Parts are placed betwixt this Infant’s Legs; 
or whether the Legs of . this are folded with any — 
Part of the other. If. you find that the turning of 
the lower Infant being deferred, the Legs of the 
upper Infant as well as its Feet are firft to be 
cleared; and then at the laft, the Lower is to be 
turned; for as long as the lower Infant continues 
againft the Paflage, there is not Room enough to 
draw out the Upper; the Lower therefore is to 
be turned firft, and to be drawn out by the Feet; 
but if the Hand is thruft out, as we faid before, 
and you find nothing in the Way, then the lower 
Infant’s.Right Leg is to be drawn forth a little, and — 
to be cleared on every Side, prefling the fame In- 
fant’s Right Knee to its Breaft, andthe Leg as well » 
as the Foot being removed from the ‘Uhigh, both” 
Feet are to be placed together. - 

‘The Feet of the lower Infant being now cleared, ~ 
you are accurately to fearch, whether the Legs of 
the upper Infant are any where placed acrofs the 
Body of the Lower; which if it be fo, thofe are 
firft to be removed, left they fhould again hinder 
the turning of the lower Infant. ‘The lower Infant 
being by this Means cleared on every Side, you are 
to confider, whether it may be turned more fafely 
forwards or backwards. When Matters are infuch 

a State, you would fee a great many ready to put 
the Bandage (call’d Laqueus) upon the left Foot, 
with which, whilft they draw down the Foot, — 
they thruft the Body back with the other Handj 
but I thinking fuch Bandageslefs proper, am not fo 
ready to make ufe of them; but rather advife a 
much different Method of proceeding; for I have | 
fhewn above, how the Right Knee of the lower 
Infant is to be applied to the Breaft; which being 
done, I would endeavour to bring the Left to it, 

which may eafily be done by ftretching your Hand 
along the Right Leg up to the Knee, apg spol ; 
; neces 
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~ Knees being applied to the Infant’s Breaft, (fo that 
nothing interpofes) the Hand being ftretched forth, 
aswe faid, upon the Right Knee, the Left Knee 
_ being taken hold of next, I would bring the Leg 
directly into the Paflage; fo the Infant muft-needs 
_ be turned with its Belly downwards, and the Knee 
- towards the Orifice of the Womb; which being 
done, the Feet are eafily, one after another, or 
_ both together, brought into the Paflage; then there 
is no need of the Bandage, called Lagueas or Fa/= 
cia, the other Hand is fufficient to perfect the W ork. 
‘The Infant being at the laft fo turned, and the 
' Feet brought into the Paflage, it is further to be 
handled, as if it had firft offered its eet there, as 
_ we have elfewhere fhewn. | 
The lower Infant being brought forth, the Na« 
_ Vel-String is to be tied in'two Places, that, being 
tied above and below the Incifion, both towards 
_ the Secundine and the Navel, it may prevent the 
| fpilling of Blood : Which being done, the Midwife | 
is prefently to put her Hand up again, and feck for 
the Feet of the Infant, to draw it out by them ; 
nor Iet her alter this Advice, though the Head 
- feems to offer it felf commodioufly for Birth; for 
the fameWay that was open for the other, 1s open 
_ for this; and if it happens, that each Infant hath 
a proper and diftinét Secundine, and the finds the 
After-birth of the Infant that is already brought 
forth, feparated and loofe, fhe may prefently bring 
it forth, and then draw the other Infant out by the 
Feet. Or if both Secundines as yet ftick faft in 
the Womb, letting that alone, let her firft perfect 
the Birth of both the Infants, and the cutting off 
of the Umbilical Veins or Navel-Strings; then her 
| Hand being prefently put up, let her enquire whe- 
_ ther there be yet another Infant; if not, let her 
_ bring away the Secundine, whether fimple or dou- 
ble, gently drawing it out, if it be loofe; but if it 
yet adheres to the Womb, let it be loofened, as 
: | We 
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wwe have direéted.. N. B. We have not here fpoke of 
the Navel-String’s falling down, becaufe we have | 
fufficiently treated of it above. \s | 
_” Whatever is faid above of Infants ill feated ina | 
direé&t Womb, the fame: holds good. in a Womb 
tending too much forward or backwards, (i.e. prone | 
or fupine,),or obliquely leaning to either Side. It 
would: be eafy to demonftrate, if I had a Mind, | 
how much the Pains and. Dangers both of the Mo- 
ther and Infants, and how much the Pains and La- 
bour of the Midwife are increafed and made more | 
erievous thereby; but that we leave to the candid | 
Reader, to be gathered from the feveral Kinds of | 
difficult Births already alledged, (viz. thofe which | 
proceed from an oblique Womb,) and fromthe fol- 
lowing Chapters added to thefe. We might alfo | 
enlarge this Book by offering a great many Cuts, -! 
reprefenting the Poftures of two or three Infants 

contained in the Womb, adding Inftructions to | 
every Figure, how fuch Infants are to be turned: | 
But this we think would be troublefome both to 
our felves and others; becaufe we believe that a | 
difcerning Perfon will eafily conceive the other Pof= | 
tures of Infants, and therefore for this Time we | 
fhall be content with thefe. : 


sy. An Explanation of the Figure XXX, 


aa Vhe Vertebra. 
bb. Vhe Offa Ilium. 
cc ‘The Offa Pubis. 
dad ‘The Seat-Bones. 
ee. The Cavities of the Hip-Bone. 
ff ‘The Circumference of the Belly. 
"The Womb. : : 
b 'Vhe Infants in the Womb, , | aah 
iji' Two Navel-Strings, | : 
k& Two Secundines, 
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Of Agtippa’s, or Infants brought forth with 
¥ their Feet foremoft. 


_J Aving begun with Infants ill turned, who of- 
Ba fer themfelves with the Head firft in a direct 
Womb, and having taken a View of feveral other 
ill Pofitions, at laft we fhall end with the Birth of 
Agrippa’s, or Infants coming with their Feet firft. 
1 hough we put thefe two Figures in thelaft Place, 
yet we do not think therefore, that they are the 
Mmoft difficult and dangerous; on the contrary, 
Next to anatural Birth, we think this the eatieft and 
leaft dangerous; but for Method’s fake, we have 
afligned it this Place, repeating again what we 
‘have hitherto faid of Birth. | | 
> We have fhewed the Way to all the ill Verfions 
of Infants, cither of bringing Infants with their - 
Heads firit into the Paflage, or of drawing them 
Out by the Feet; judging that there 1s not a more 
sonvenient Way for a mature and fafe Birth, than 
o turn Infants by the Feet, and fo draw them out ; 
and therefore for a Conclufion, {peaking again of it 
exactly, we propofe thefe two Figures. ‘The 31ft 
figure reprefents an Infant withits Right Foot ex- 
luded, orbrought forth into the Paflage, the Left 
Knee moved to the Breaft, and the lower Foot 
aifed a little higher than the Buttocks. ‘This Si- 
tuation happens the moft frequent, efpecially if 
Midwives are lefs attentive, fuffering the other 
Poot, when it offers it felf.in the Paflage, to fall 
Out, which is never to be admitted; for though - 
from the Beginning of the Labour, the two Feet 
are next the Paflace, yet one Foot flipping into the 
Paffage, the other being held by the Side, is thruft 
back, which commonly occaflions this Situation. 
| Q 2 | Lo 
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To prevent which, the Midwife, having obferved 
that one Foot offers it felf in the Paflage, asfoon — 
as the Waters are flowed out, fhe ought to retain 
it there, and not fuffer it to flide through ; but pre= 
fently let her look out for the other Foot, either with’ 
— the/Right or Left Hand, as fhe perceivesthe Infant’s~ 
reat Toe fituated; along whofe Side the other 
Foot is to be fought, and for that End, the Ball of 
the Hand is to be pafled above the inward Ancle, — 
near the great Toe; and not finding the other Foot _ 
near the Paflage, you are to pafs your Hand along 
the other Leg up to the Belly, where you mutt 
needs find the other Thigh, and you will prefently — 
find, your Hand being applied to the Knec, whe= 
ther that Leg tends upwards or downwards, and 
confequently proceeding along the Shin to the 
Foot; if it be yet fituated above (as this Figure 
in fome Meafure reprefents) itis gently tobe drawn 
down, and to be placed near the other in the 
Paflage. : 
But the Midwife coming, or being fent for late, 
if fhe find one Leg fo far flipped through, that the : 
Buttocks are confined in a ftraight Place, fhe is to 
~ Tay the Woman in Labour down upon her Back, 
with her Head low, that the Womb and Infant 
may go alittle back; then taking hold of the Right 
Leg with her Right Hand, let her thruft the Infant 
back, till the whole Foot, or at leaft the Knee is 
brought back into the Mouth of the Womb, that 
there may be more Room in its lower Part, forher 
to pafs her Hand along the Leg; and having taken” 
hold of the other Foot, and brought it into the: 
Paflage, fhe may place it with the other, that both 
may come out together. ‘The 31ft Figure is like 
the 32d, reprefenting an Infant with both Feet exe 
cluded or brought forth together, which are never 
tobe thruft back, but Paflage is to be allowed them 
as in a convenient Pofture; for it is not at all ad- 
vifeable, to thruft the Peet back into the Womb, 
to 


ASAE SIA OY 


MIDWIFERY improvd. 229 


_ to bring the Head firft, as thofe would perfuade, 
who have writ of the Art of Midwifery, governed 
_ more by Theory than Experience; but when the 
_ Feet come firft, the Way is to be made free for 
them, efpecially if the Head and the upper Part of 
_ the Body is in the upper Part of the Womb; but 
_if both the Head and Feet are near the Paflage, as 
_ we have feen in the 24th and 25th Figures, then if, 
you will, the Head may be brought firft into the 
Paffage, efpecially in a Womb rightly feated; but 
/in an oblique Womb, I would recommend the con- 
‘trary, where I would rather bring the Feet than 
the Head foremoft; yet upon thefe ‘Terms, that 
'the Midwife take care to turn the Infant, if not fo 
well turned at firft: I fay, not fo well turned, if the 
_ Toes tend upwards, and the Heels downwards, as 
lis reprefented in thefe two Figures; for if In- 
fants proceed in this Manner, their Chin is eafily 
hooked upon the O/ff7 Pubis; to prevent which, it 
‘is convenient to turn them, with their Heels and 
| Buttocks upwards, and their’Tocs and Belly down-= 
| wards, | 
_” Neverthelefs it is not to be thought, that an In- 
fant can be turned fuddenly at once, and be freely 
turned every Way, as if it were in a wooden Vef= 
‘fel; by no means; if it be too much confined in 
_theWomb, if you fhould turn it all at once, either 
— would hurt the Womb or the Infant. There-_ 
fore Infants are to be turned gently, at the fame 
‘Time that they are drawn out, making ufe of both 
"Hands, viz. the one being put under the Body as 
far as you can, whilft the other holds both Feetto- 
gether, that not only the Feet, and by that Means 
‘the Legs, but the whole Bodyalfo may be turned 5 
_bythis Means the Infant being gradually turned, is 
brought forwards, till he lies with his Belly down- 
wards, and is out above half-way; and then it 1s 
a proper Time for the Woman to labour, as we 
have elfewhere fhewn; for now the Head and the 
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Arms are to pafs through atonce. And thoughralé, | 
Authors that I know of, teach the contrary, fre=_ 
quiring, that the Arms being brought forwards one — 
after another, fhould be placed upon the Body, yet — 
T both think and have found the contrary, in this 
and a great many more Cafes; wherefore I pofi-_ 
tively advife, that the Arms be left about the 
Head, to be excluded along with it: 1 contra 
that the Woman is obliged to force the Infant for-_ 
‘ wards with all her Endeavours, but like a {mall 
Cloud, ’tis foon over. I moft commonly prevent 
the Woman from having Pains, till the Infants are” 
come fo far; then allowing a little Reft, and en< 
couraging her, I pofitively promife, that if {he per-” 
forms her Part courageoufly, the Birth will be pre+ 
fently performed; only for that Purpofe, fhe muft_ 
ufe all her Strength to bring the Infant forth, beha-» 
ving herfelf as if the Pains were prefling; fo that) 
at that lime natural Pains are not to be waited for, 
if they are wanting, but the Woman is to behave 
herfelf as if they were upon her, prefling down 
with all her Force; which if you perceive the Wo-= 
man doing, fhe mutt be faithfully affifted, by draw" 
ing the Infant downwards with Force, yet cauti~ 
oufly; I fay downwards, not upwards; not accord= 
ing to the Woman’s Length, as moft Midwives” 
ufe to do, but downwards towards the Inte/tinum 
Reéum, or ftraight Gat, otherwife the Infant being” 
ftraightened, pafies not without Difficulty. The™ 
Woman is to be admonifhed to make a conftant” 
Depreflion, by being told, the Infant’s Life depends 
upon it, and that therefore the is to ufe her utmoft 
Strength, and that all ‘Things will be overin a lit 
tle Time; andby this Means, the Infant will bey 
- brought forth prefently. In my Pradtice every) 
‘Thing hath fucceeded very well by this Method, 
and I fhall for the future follow the fame, by which. 
there is no Danger of pulling the Head from the” 
Shoulders, which hath often happened to ie 
, | Lovtaae 
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- Portaaland others, as they freely confefs. Nor is 


this a Wonder; for the Arms being drawn down 
afide of the Body, the Mouth of the Womb being 
contracted like a Snare or a Halter, and fhut up, 


_ often ftifles the Child; or if it-be already dead and. 


tender, the Head is eafily pulled away, which con- 
tinuing in the Womb, isto be drawn out with Iron 
Hooks. 

Thefe are the Confequences of ‘drawing the 
Armsdown this Way, and proceed from the mifera- 


_ ble Sloth of thofe People, who follow the Examples 


—rT Ss 


of the Antients in every Ching, infifting on the In- 
ftitutions and Directions of great Men, without 
minding whether they areapprovec, or not, or whe= 
ther the Pradtice contrary, to thofe ‘Traditions, is 


more convenient, by which the Reafons and Exxpe= 


riments of the Antients dre explain’d; hence pro- 
ceeds the Corruption and Damage of Arts and Sci- 
ences; for unlefs we exceed the Antients in the In- 
vention of new and. better Methods, certainly the 
beft Part of thofe Arts and Sciences 1s loft, fince 
our Memory is not renewed with continual Obfer- 


- vations; fo that thefe or other lefier Matters are 
~ loft, and Sciencesin Procefs of Time grow dull and 
- obfolete; fo that they are to be wholly reformed, 
if you would have them fhine out with new Clear- 


nefs and Splendor. 
I know well-enough, that a Zoilus, or Moius, is 


not wanting, who will not be pleafed, that I {peak 


my Mind {o freely, in fo many Chapters, contrary 


to the Opinion of fo many famous Writers, both 


Antient and Modern. But what fhall I do? It is 


--not for the fake of Applaufe or Reputation, that 


I write this Book, nor will Malice or Envy deter 
me from writing what is true, and confirmed by 
Experience. I made ufe of other Men’s Writings 
to gain the Knowledge of Things, and refpect 
them all, who writ by Experience, gratefully ace 
knowledging ay Na Sak I obtain fromrGed, . 
3 4. : the >, 
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the fupreme Doétor of all, by the Help of thefe 
Writings. But when J find them miftaken, it ig 


lawful to forewarn Pofterity of their Errors, that — 
they may be cautious of them; the Antients did 


fo, and I follow the fame Cuftom, and the fame 
will be obferved hereafter. And this is the Nature 
of true Charity, not to treat one another with 
Contempt, Calumnies, or Detraction, as moft do; 
but let us cleanfe Sciences of the Filth of Errors, 


that by this Means, the Way being repared to Pof= — | 
- terity by along Courfe of Years, that may be fuc-. 


ceffively done by many, which one cannot do, by 
reafon of the Shortnefs of Life, and the Infrequen= 
cy of Experience. 

If any Body fpends his Time in turning over 
Authors, he cannot but obferve, how much the 


Art of Midwifery hath been improyed in a few — 


Years paft, fince Mr. Mauriceau and Portaal in 


France, “fuftina in Germany, and others in other 


Countries, have publifhed their Experiments con= 
cerning this Matter. And how much Improvement 
this new Light, illuftrated by my Experiments, will 
add to this Science, Procefs of ‘Time will make 
evident. Any one whofe Eyes are not altogether 
overcaft with Mift, may eafily underftand, that 


what I have propofed in this Book to young Mid= 


wives, could not but proceed from attentive Expe- 
rience; and thofe that have no Eyes, or whofe 
Eyes will not admit of Light, will always re~ 
main blind, and out of one dark Mitt fall into 
another, frequently making falfeStepstotheir own 
Damage, © ae 
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An Ex lanation of the Figures XX XI, and 
: LSE 


Figure XXXII, 


aa The Vertebre. 
bb The Offa Ilium, 
cc Vhe Offa Pubis. 
dd Vhe Seat-Bones. 
ee The Cavities of the Hip-Bones. 
ff The Circumference of the Belly. 
gg Vhe Womb. | 
h/ The Infant in the Womb, one of whofe Feet. 

is excluded. 

4 The Navel-String. 
& The Secundine. — 


Figure XXXIUI, 


bb ‘The Offa lium, 
cc The Ofa Pubis. 
ad ad The Seat-Bones. 
ee ‘The Cavities of the Hip-Bones. 
ff The Circumference of the Belly, 
‘The Womb. 
hf ‘The Infant with both Feet excluded, 
4% "The Umbilical Vein. 
k ‘The Secundine. 
77 ‘The Infant’s Feet. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 


Of a difficult Birth, from a Womb ill feated: 
viz. banging too much forwards. 


Hew throughly confidered, as well generally 
as particularly, the ill Poftures of Infants in 
in 2 Womb rightly feated; and having alfo taken 
Notice of the fame ill Pofitions in a Womb ob- 
liquely fituated, with Obfervations added to them; 
we fhall now proceed, and fpeak particularly of a” 
Womb obliquely fituated, that it may appear, what 
fort of ill Births proceed from thence, whether the 
Infants are well turned in them, or ill. Firft 
therefore, we fhall enquire, why a difficult Birth 
is occafioned by a Womb hanging too much fore 
wards. Secondly, How it may be known, that the 
Womb hangs too much forwards. And,/Thirdly, 
What is to be done, to hinder or prevent the ill 
Confequences thereof. ho 3 | 

The Reafon why the Womb hanging too much 
forwards, occafions a difficult Birth, is this, viz. 
becaufe when the Womb 1s fo placed, (efpeciallyin 
Women that have big Bellies, who carry the Womb 
too low in the Abdomen.) betwixt the Pains, the 
Infant muft needs be forced upon the Vertebre that 
are bent inwards, or the Os Sacrum, by which the. 
Head is ftopped; fo that it cannot fall into the 
Pelvis. ‘That thefe ‘Things may appear more plain- 
ly, yet not to confound them with the Confidera= 
tion of the ill Pofitions of Infants ina Womb hang= 
ing forwards, we fhall here in the firft Place only 
treat of an Infant, who being well turned, offers 
it {elf in a Womb thus obliquated, or too much 
hanging forwards. 


I call 
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I call an Infant well turned in refpect of the 
Womb, both here and elfewhere, when the upper, 
Part or Crown of the Head lics againft the Patlage 
or Mouth of the Womb; fuch an Infant is com- 
monly faid to be well turned, and in refpe¢t of the 
Womb is really fo, nay, in that refpec& cannot be 
better turned. And thoughan Infant fo placed in 
a Womb too much hanging forwards, is wellturn- 
ed, and I agree with other Writers in this Matter, 
yet Iam fo far from faying, fuch an Infant is well 
turned in fuch aWomb, in refpect of the Pelvis and. 
Vagina, or the Way it is to pafs through, that I 

would rather fay, in this Refpedt, that fuch an In- 
fant is ill turned, becaufe by reafon of this ill Pof 
ture, the Infant falls tranfverfe upon the O//a 
Pelvis, and efpecially in the hindmott Vertebre, 
or the Os Sacrum, as it appears by the 33d Tis 
gure, : ea. 


An Explanation of the kagure XX XIU, 


aaaaa Nhe Vertebre. . 

b The Left Hip-Bone, or Os Coxendicis. 

ce . Part of the Left Os Pubis. ~ 

dd ‘The Seat-Bones. ' 

e ‘The Cavity of the Left Hip-Bone. 

ff ‘The Circle, thewing the Place of the Belly. 

gg Uhe Womb, with its Mouth oppofite to the © 
Vertebra. : 2 

kb ‘The Infant in the Womb well turned. 

i ‘he Head of the Infant, over the Mouth of 
the, Womb. . 7 

k ‘The Secundine, or Womb-Cake. 

1 ‘The Place of the Navel. 

mnt 'Lhe Umbilical Vein, or Navel-String. 


Infants in a Womb {fo placed, fometimes (not 
without Reafon) offer themfelves with the Face 
prone, or turned downwards; and neverthelefs, are 
sia 8 ae ) Sats EOE 
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not brought forth, but with the Face upwards or 
fupine, becaufe as they pafs, they are obliged to 
be turned round, partly 1n a Circle, like a Tum- 
bler, with their Head prone, and their Feet drawn 
up under it. It is worthy Admiration, that fome 
Men could obferve fuch a Precipitation of thefe 
Infants, yet not clearly conceive in their Minds the 
oblique Situation of the Womb; they obferved tru- 
ly, that thofe tumbling Infants came from Women 
that had big Bellies, carrying the Womb low; but 
becaufe they did not well know the right and ob- 
lique Situation of the Womb, taking one Thing for 
another, they did not underftand the true Reafon, 
why Infants fo precipitated, or falling Headlong, 
fhould be fo rolled forwards by the Tofs. The 
true Reafon of which, 1s only that oblique Situas 
tion of the Womb. 

And it is to be noted, that this fudden Caft of 
the Infants is by no Means made in the Womb, 
for they come out of the Womb direét; but as 
they go out of the Mouth of the Womb into the 
‘Pelvis, or are as yet covered or enclofed in the 
Neck’ of the Womb, as foon as they come intothe 
‘Turning, (which they muft pafs,) they are obliged 
to bend themfelves, and to be crooked, as the Way 
is bent; by which Means the Face is fometimes 
bent downwards, and fometimes turned upwards : 
Which that you may underftand more clearly, con- 
ceive in your Mind a brazen or a wooden Tube of 
that Size, that a naked Infant may. flide through 
it; fuppofe to your felf, that this Tube was crook- 
ed, like an Elbow, a little bent, fo that you may 
look into the upper Hole, and put your Handinto | 
the lower ; then imagine, that you throw an Infant 
into the upper Hole, with its Face and Breatt 
turned downwards, and the Crown of. its Head 
foremoft; the Infant being now brought even into 
the Angle of the Elbow, if you put your Handin- 
to the lower Hole of the ‘Tube, you will feel the 

| _ Crown 


MIDWIFERY improv'd. 237 


Crown of the Infant’s Head oppofite to the Tube, 
as if it were {ticking faft,with its Face yet as before 
turned downwards, very difficult to turn; nor can it 
be brought through, except with a great deal of 
Trouble; and if at laft you tax the Infantthrough, | 
you will find him inthe Bending of the Elbow, to 
be inverted of Neceffity by this udden Caft; fo that 
its Face being bent downwards in the upper Part 
of the Cubit, is now found in the lower Part 
turned upwards; and thus the fudden turning of 
Infants is occafioned, which in a Womb that is too 
prone or hanging forwards, offer themfelves well 

turned, that is, with the Head foremotft. 
Here it is to be noted, that the Womb, together 
with the Vagina, may make a longer Tube; be- 
fides that joined together, they may make the 
Form of the Cubit more or lefs bent, as the Womb 
hangs more or lefs forwards; and becaufe that Bend- 
ing of the Cubit is formed about the Confines of 
the Womb and Vagina, next the Mouth of the 
Womb. Laftly, it is to be noted, that as foon as 
the Head of the Infant hath begun to enter into 
the Mouth of the Womb, then it prefently 
fixes upon, and, as it were, ticks faft to the lat 
Vertebre of the Loins ftanding forwards, or to the 
Os Sacrum; fo that confequently it cannot go for- 
wards, except the Head ts bent downwards, and 
the Neck, and the whole Body be accommodated 
to that Bending; whence the firft Pofture of the In- 
_ fant muft needs be altered, fo that that which juft 
now was fituated in the Womb, prone upon its Bel- 
ly, now pafling through the Vagina is bent up=- 
wards, fupine upon its Back: Whence it appears, 
that that Inverfion is not properly in the Womb, 
before the Infant flided down) but inthe Vagina of 
the Womb, or if you pleafe, in the Borders of 
both. And thus I think I have clearly enough de- 
monftrated, that a Womb tdo much hanging for- 
wards, forces the Infant, by being caft Head fore- 
: 3 : : moft 
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moft, to be inverted, which forward Inverfion pto- 
ceeds flowly, and with Difficulty ; fo that fuch a 
Birth can by no Means be reckon’d amonegft the 
mott eafy, but rather amongft the moft difficult. 
_ But fome perhaps may ask, whether fuch difficult 
Births happen to all Women that have great Bel-. 
lies? and whethertheir W ombs alwayshang fo much 
forwards? ‘lo which Lanfwer, that thonghWomen 
that have great Bellies, are more fubject to this ill 
Pofition of the Womb than others, yet it is not al- 
ways certain, that they have fuch a hanging for- 
wards of the Womb ; for fometimes it happens 
otherwife ; and I myfelf have been with Women 
that had big Bellies, who had very hard Labour, 
becaufe their Womb was too much inclined up- 
wards, tending towards the Vertebre of the Loins 
or the Back=bone; which Situation of the Womb, 
differ’d as much from the former, as the Eaft from 
the Weft. | | 
And ifany Body thould ask of me, whether the 
Womb of one and the fame Woman with Child, 
may one lime hang forwards, and thenext'Vime the 
is with Child, be refupined, inclining backwards, 
and what is the Caufe of this, or a contrary Pof- 
ture ? I anfwer, that it may be; and then efpeci- 
ally, when the Inteftines deprefs the Womb, force- 
ing it this Way, or that, whence the Change of the 
Situation happens according to the Difference of 
the ill Deprefiion 5 the Caufe of which may be, 
that the Woman with Child indulges herfelf too 
much in this or that Pofition of the Body, fitting 
too much, or lying more or lefs upon one Side or: 
other, or the Body being too much elevated or de-= 
prefied, or as they are carried on a Horfe, or in a 
Coach, or by the Ufeof fome other Exercife,which 
makes W ayfor that Depreflion, But omittingnow 
the more remoteCaufes, by which the Wombis mo= — 
ved out of its Place, we only fay, that the In- 
_teftines may prefs the Womb on cither Side, a 
| well 
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well as it may be deprefled by them forwards or 


hackwards, which may occafiona great many Kinds 


of ill Pofitions. Since, therefore, the Belly hanging 
forwards, is not an infallible Argument of aWomb 
hanging too much forwards; and neverthelefs it 
will be to the Purpofe, to know prefently in the 
Beginning of Labour,whether the Womb be fo pla- 
ced, or not; that Help may bethe more feafonable, 


it 1s requifite that young Midwives fhould be ia- 


formed by what Signs they may know this ill Po- 


_ fition of the Womb, and what they are to doin 


this State of Affairs. 

A Midwife therefore may know this Pofition of 
the Womb, bythe Thicknefs and hanging forwards 
of the Belly ; nor will it lefs confirm it, if the 
knows from the Woman with Child, in what Place 
fhe chiefly feels the live Infant moving; for the In- 
fant cannot move except where it is placed 3 be= 
fides fhe may handle the Belly ; all which may make 
her guefs the more certain : But the Touch will af 
ford the moft certain Sign ; therefore a Midwife 


_ ought not to be flow or dilatory about touching a 
Woman withChild, as moft are to their Difadvan- 


tage, neglecting their Complaints and Groans as 
they pleafe, and not trying them by the Touch till 
they think the Infant is already fufficiently for- 


_ wards ; fo that they do not only neglect the true 


Signs, by which the true Pofition of the Womb 


_ might be known to them, but alfo (if the Cafe 


not being already defperate in fome Meafure hap- 
pens well ) torment the Woman in Labour with a 
great deal of Pain to no Purpofe, prolonging the 
‘Time of the Labour, till they cannot afford fuffi- 

cient Help; which they might have done, if they 
had been prudent and ingenuous. But a Midwife 
may know when the Womb hangs down too much 


prone or forwards, the Touch aflifting, by thefe 
Signs, : 


1. She’ 


+f 
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r. She will find the Mouth of the Womb fufs 
pended higher than ufual. ; 

2. She cannot touch it without a great deal of 
Trouble. me 

3. ‘The fame is oppdfite to the Bending of the 
laft Vertebre, or the Os Sacrum. 

4, The Midwife can only touch the lower Bor 
der of the Mouth of the Womb, more or lefs, as the 
‘Womb hangs forwards more or lefs; but by no 
Means the upper Border, except the Mouth of the 
Womb already begins to fall down. 7 

5. Lhe Midwife cannot at all, or very hardly, 
put her Finger into the Opening of the Mouth of — 
the Womb, and it muft be bent, or crooked. 

5. The Midwife may feel the Mouth of the 
Womb ftrongly prefied againtt the faid Vertebra, _ 
whenever the Pains come on, fo that it cannot fall. 
down. . re 
7. he Waters, if they hang over the Paflage, 
may be felt in a flender Form, sashes 


When a Midwife finds all thefe Signs, fhe may 
be certainly perfuaded that the Womb hangs too 
much forwards, and that there is need of Help to 
correct this ill Situation of the Womb, and to pro 
mote the Birth, We know all thefe Signs are 
found in the Beginning of Labour, before the Pains 
haye clofed up every hing,or deprefled too much, 
nay, before the Mouth ofthe Wombis to open; for 
afterwards, all thofe Signs are varioufly changed, 
till at laft, they almoft entirely vanith: Wherefore 
it is to be well noted, that you can never more 
certainly know by the Touch the true Pofture of | 
the Womb, than prefently in the Beginning of La 
bour; though fometimes at-that 'Time the Mouth 
of the Wombcan fcarce be touched, being fufpend- 
ed too high; yet itisneceflary it fhould be touched, 
and therefore you are to penetrate fo far, till a 
. a 
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do touch it; and if the Fingers are not fufficient, 


the Hand is alfo to be thruft in; and if any Wo- 
man fhall be againft this, fhe debars the Midwife 
of the genuine Method of knowing the true Pof- 
ture of the Womb. Alas! how prejudicial and 
deplorable is their Blindnefs! by which the Wo- 
man’s Pains are avoided, whilft in the mean ‘Time 
the Mother’s as well as the Infant’s Life is expofed 
to Danger. What extraordinary Providence attends 


. unskilful Governants! by which they eftablifh Laws 


contrat to Reafon, teaching others what they do 
themfelves; for it is very certain, that fhe can by 
no Means do her Duty conveniently to_a Woman 


in Labour, who hath not found by the Touch the 


a 


Pe ee ee er 


ill Situation of the Womb; wherefore Midwives 


' are by no Means to negleét the’Time, but the fame 


accurate Method is to be taken, that they may fea- 
senile inform themfelves of the true Condition of 
ings. | 
The Midwife being certain, that a Wombhang- _ 
ing too much forwards in a Belly bearing pretty 
much out, is deeper deprefled, is to confider with 
herfelf, how fhe will correét this Situation of the 
Womb, and be affiftant both to the Mother and. 
Tnfant; to which Ends, two Steps are to be taken: 
Firft, let her endeavour, that the Head of the In- 
fant may fall down into the Pelvis, even to the 
Bending of the Os Coccygis > Secondly, let her from 
thence promote the Head, that the Exclufion, ot 
Birth of the Infant may be wholly performed; for 
the is not to be fatisfied that the Infant’s Head is 
already brought into the Pelvis: ‘The Matter is 
not yet out of Danger; but now Pains muft be ta- 
ken, for half the Work is not yet done. In this 
Place a great many Infants have ftuck, and never 
been born; a great many Mothers, aswell as their 
Infants, have perifhed, when the Crownof the Head. 


hath already been fallen down into the Bending of 


the Os Coccygis, where they continued till both the 
AN ee i Mother 
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_ Mother and the Infant were dead; nor is it to bé 
denied, but that this Place is likefome of the more 
dangerous Rocks of the Sea to Infants, upon which 
a great many ftriking, fufler Shipwreck: In the 
mean while this dangerous Rock muft needs be paf= 
fed over, nor can it be avoided, and without Help 
they can by no Means pats through eafily, if we 
meafurethe Matter bythe Ruleot Reafon, and the 
prefent State. 3 Ca} 

The Help which is required, confifts in this, 
that firft the Infant’s Head, with the i of 
theWomb, be brought forward into the Pelvis; to 
which End the Woman is to be placed with the 
upper Part of her Body lower than the inferior 
Part, which may be commodioufl y done in our per- 
forated Chair, contrived forWomen in Labour; 
the hinder Part of which, thatisthe Back, being let 
down, and the Seat with the two Foreparts fo far . 
elevated, that the Back and the Seat may make a 
right Line, yet fo, that the Head and Shoulders 
may bend downwards, and the Buttocks upwards ; 
by this Means the Bottom of the Womb is lifted 
up, and gives the Mouth an Opportunity, that it 
may be brought more commodioufly into the Pe 
vis: Firft, becaufe the Womb, fo ereét, is carried 
by its own Weight downwards, if the Mouth be 
moved out of the Place: Secondly, the Womb be- 
ing fo erect, isnot fomuch deprefied by the Weight 
of the Guts, by which it is otherwife forced down 
into the Abdomen; the Woman often labouring 
without good Reafon, as fhe is commonly advifed, 
when no Refpe& is had to the Situation of the 

- Womb, or the Infant. In that Situation, the 
Womb may be pretied back more and more, be- 
caufe the Inteftines are carried down by their 
Weight towards that Part of the Body which is 
now loweft. The Woman in Labour being now 
placed in the Manner juft mentioned, the Mid- 
wife ufing both Hands, is to clear both the Womb 

by and, 
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and the Head of the Infant, viz. the one being put 
in as far as there is Occafion, into the Neck of the 
Womb, and the other putupon the Woman’s Belly. 
In this Cafe it is all one, whether fhe ufes the 
Right or the Left Hand, for the Womb hanging 
right down, admits one as commodioufly as the 
other; but if the Womb hang more obliquely on 
one Side than the other, it will be neceflary to ufe 
the Right-Hand or the Left, as the Mouth of the 
Womb happens to be turned, to wit, if the Bot= 
tom of the Womb is moft inclined to the Left Side, 
the Left Hand is to be put into the Vagina, or 
Neck of the Womb; but if it tends to the Right, | 
the Right is tobe ufed internally, to place the Mouth 
of the Womb and the Head of the Infant. 

The W ork whichis to be done by the Midwife’s 
Hand in the Neck of the Womb, 1s properly this, 
viz. 'The Ends of two or three Fingers being put to _ 
the upper Border of the Mouth of the Womb, it 
is to be moved a little againft or beyond the Head. 
of the Infant, and to be directed into the Mouth . 
of the Pe/vis, that it may fall down, But here I 
would have the Midwife take heed, left fhe fhould 
commit a Fault, by prefling the ‘Top of the In- 
fant’s Head too much; forthe Infant’s Head,where _ 
it is bare, being too much prefled or handled, eali- 
ly kills it; therefore the Midwife ought to handle _ 
it cautioufly. If by'chance the Mouth ofthe Womb — 
is too ftrongly prefled againft-the Vertebre or upper 
Part of the Os Sacrum, fo that the Fingers cannot 
pafs there without Violence, then the Woman is 
not to be placed as we faid before, but after an- _ 
other Manner. 

There is Occafion for Art, to direct the Infant’s 
Head into the Pelvis, in this Pofture of the Womb, 
viz. The Chair for Labour being placed after the 
Manner aboye mentioned, let the Woman in La- 
bour gently fit down upon the Fore-part of the 


perforated Seat, which before is broader, with her 
: “eR 2 | Eody 
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Body in fome Meafure bowed forwards, that the | : 
Womb, as much as poflible, may be brought down 
into the Abdomen; then the Hand is to be put into 
the Vagina or Neck of the Womb, that the Tops 
of the Fingers.may not only tend into the Mouth 
of the Womb, but may alfo pafs by it a little,’ till 
they come above the upper Border of the Mouth of 
the Womb. JV. B. Not betwixt, but behind the 
Lips of the Mouth of the Womb; fo that the 
Mouth of the Womb, and the Top of the Infant’s 
Head, and the inward Part of the Fingers, may 
touch one another, the Hand or Fingers being 
formed according to the Roundnefs of the Mouth 
of the Womb, or the Infant’s Head; and the ex- 
ternal Part of the Hand or Fingers touches the 
Bending of the Os Sacrum that hangs forwards, or 
the lower Vertebre. ‘The one Hand being thus pla- 
ced, the other is placed outwards, as we faid be- 
fore, and then the Woman is gradually to be laid 
upon her Back, till the upper Part of her Body is 
more deprefied than the lower; by this Means, the 
Fland being in the mean while always kept within 
the Vagina in the fame Place immoveable, the out- 
ward Hand skilfully forces the Womb from it, that 
it may be reitored toa right Place, as much as 
pothible. Whili the Womb is thus driven back, 
the Hand within, being now ftreighten’d, is at the 
_ fame ‘Time to be moved gently back, the Extremi= — 
tics of the Fingers ftirring much, that the Mouth 
of the Womb and the Infant’s Head may be carried 
downwards with a gentle Quivering. As foon as 
the inward Hand perceives the Mouth of the 
Womb to begin to fall down, it muft alfo flide 
down with it, every'Turn tending a little forwards: 
This is to be repeated feveral Times, till at laftthe 
Mouth of the Womb (freed from that difficult Ob- 
ftacle) and the Cavity of the Pe/vis anfwer one an- 
other; which being done, all Things confpire for 
the further Depretfion of the Infant, dase 
cas 4 1S 
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f This Work of Artis moft fit and fafe for an ex 
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a Hand; for the Mouthof the Womb and. 
agina are fo fituated, that you may go a Fin- 
Se Breadth ; nay, fometimes you may touch an 
inch behind the Mouth of the Womb: Buta skil- 


— fal Hand mutt take Care left it hurt the Vagina, or © 


tear it from the Mouth of the Womb, fecking 
Room where it is not allow’d. ‘The driving back 
of the Womb, made by prefling the dedomen _ 
with your Hand, is alfo to be performed with 
found Judgment, not drawing the Hand from 
above downwards; for then the Womb would be 
prefled more ftrongly below; but the Midwife, as 
much as the Woman in Labour can bear, ought to 
prefs from below upwards, that, if it be poflible, 
the Womb may be re-fupin’d, or turned backwards, 
But the Midwife is to obferve, that this prefling 
back of the Womb is not to be attempted with one 
Hand, before the other be placed conveniently 
within; for then the Work is feafonably perform’d 
with both Hands. But if it does not fucceed ac» 
cording to your Mind the firft Time, it is oftner 
to be repéated, till, by many Turns, you have pro- | 
ceeded fo far, that you may feel the Crown of the 
Infant’s Head, that is, till you can feel the Bor= 
ders of the Mouth of the Womb round about, 
hanging over the Entrance of the Pelvis ; and then 
you may be certain of very good Succefs, and hope 
that the Force of depreffing Pains will not be in 
vain. 

“Hitherto we have faid nothing of the Woman's 
Labour, becaufe twas not yet {eafonable for the 


- Woman to be encouraged to labour, being not 


only in vain, but a great Hindrance to the Mids 

wife, to whom as yet all the Labour belonged. 

But, perhaps, fome may ask, what is to be done 

by the Woman that 1s to bring forth, perceive 

ing herfelf to be urged_ by Pains to Labour ? 

May not fhe labour eR ? Or, can the sue it? 
| | | atin 


3 
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I anfwer, ‘That, indeed, the cannot reftrain it, but 
that the will be feiz’d with Pains; yet may fhe 
forbear working along with them, or at leait ab= 
‘ ftain from too much Deprefiion, which the Mid- — 
wife ought to enjoin her very ftriétly, who, if fhe 
feels the Pains rufhing in upon her, (which, if the 
be attentive, fhe may moft commonly fooner ob- 
ferve than the Woman herfelf, fince her Hand is 
applied to the Mouth of the Womb,) then fhe 
ought to be quict, and attempt nothing, but take 
an Opportunity to aét as foon as the Pains are 
gone olf, by prefling back, drawing forwards, €8e. 
as we have fhewed above, before another Pain 
comes on. 

Perhaps it may feem ftrange to moft, that a 
skilful Surgeon, that practifes Midwifery,ora Mid= 
wite, fhould perceive the Pains before the Woman 
herfclf: But, as ftrange as it may feem, “tis true; 
nor does it aiford frnall Afliftance to a prudent 
Midwife, who, knowing how to ufe this Obferva- » 
tion, takes the Opportunity of fit Times to act in, 
and feafonably lends Nature a helping Hand, that 
both may jointly effect what neither could do fe- 
out or, on the contrary, may act by ‘Turns: 

or, as here the Midwife is to ceate,while fhe per- 
ceives, by the Pains, that Nature is working; and 
to work, if the Pains are paft; fo another Time 
fhe is to work along with the Pains, and when 
thofe are paft, to ceafe: ‘Therefore a Midwife per- 
ceiving the Pains coming on the Woman, isto fires 
warn her, that. fhe would rather bear her Pains 
patiently, and fuer them to pafs off, than work 
with them, left the Infant and «he Womb fhould be 
' more and more ftraighten’d. 

Perhaps foine may ask, How can the Midwife 
perceive that the Pain is coming on? ‘To which I 
anfwer, Uhat I can tell it by feeling; and that I 
commonly foretel the Woman of it, and admonith 
her of her Duty, whether the is to labour or not, 
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as the Occafion requires: But, I-confefs, I know 


not how to exprefs it, but a kind of fubtil Motion 
begins inthe Mouth of the Womb, or a Contrac-= 
tion or Compreffion, which can only be obferved. 
as often as the Mufcles are affected with a new 
Senie, to which they being excited by a new In- 
flux of Spirits, occafion a new Force upon the 
Womb, which we commonly call a Pang; who- 
ever therefore knows how to diftinguifh this Mo- 
tion from others, may perceive betore hand that 
the Pains are coming on. "ei: 

Here Midwives are to be put in Mind, that if 
they: are bufy with their Hand about the Mouth 
of the Womb, they are to feel the Borders of its 
Mouth with their Fingers well, as we have faid, 
that they may abftain from too much Motion of 
them, not moving them here and there, whilft they 
handle the inward Border of the Mouth of the 
Womb; for this ftirs up Pains, when the Woman 
in Labour hath no need of them, being ordered to 
ftop her Pains, and therefore the Midwife mutt 
take care not to ftir them up. I have learn’d, by 
Experience, that the different Handling of Things 
ftirs up different Senfations ; and that there is a 
Way to excite the Pains of Women in Labour, or 
put them by, as fhall be fpoke of hereaiter more 
at large. 

When the Midwife hath happily brought’Things 
fo forwards, that the Mouth of the Womb, and the 


Head of the Infant begin to flide down into the 


Cavity of the Pelvis, the is further to ftudy how to - 
be ferviceable to the Infant, and to ufe all her Ens 
deavours to make the Infant’s Paflagecafy. In the 
firft Place, fhe is to take care to raife the upper 
Part of the Woman’s Body a little, giving her Res 


fpite for fome Time, before the brings the Mouth 


Of the Womb into the Pelwis; for it occafions Inv» 
conveniency as well as Pain to the Woman in Lax 
pour, to lie long upon her. Back with her Head, 
: : R4 dowss 
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downwards, Refpiration being in fome Meafure 
ftopp’d, all the Inteftines prefling upon the Diaw.— 
phragma withtheir Weight, which occafionsa great 
deal of Pain: But if the Woman lie down a pretty 
while, and find no great Inconveniences by it, 
(for fome Women are ftronger to bear it than 
others,) fhe may continue fomée Time in the. 
fame Pofture, and the Midwife may enjoin her, 
That, minding every Pain for the future, the 
thould work along with them as much as fhe can 5 
for now the Pains ought, by the Affiftance of the 
Infant’s Head, gradually to open the Mouthof the 
Womb, and to force forwards the Infant’s Head. 

_ But here the Midwife ought to be careful and | 
diligent in fuftaining or keeping up the Mouth of 
the Womb, left it fhould fall down along with the 
Crown of the Head into the Sizus of the Os Sacrum, 
which, if it happens, fhe will be no better than a 
Butcher to move the Head any further downwards ; 
for there is a great deal of Difference whether the . 
Fiead of the Infant is brought down into the Sj= 
nus, or whether you find the Head and the Mouth 
of the Womb enclofed and comprefied there toge- 
ther, efpecially if the Pofture of the Womb be yet 
fo ill as this is, which occafions the greateft Diffi- 
cultyto bring the Head out thence: For this Pot 
ture of the Wombconfequently fhews, that the In- 
fant and the Womb together will fooner fall down, 
than the Infant alone, and that the fame will fooner 
be bound up with the Crown of the Head immove= 
able in that Bending of the Os Sacrum, than that — 
it will pafs through. Therefore Midwives, not 
underftanding this, fuffer all to fall down together 
fo commonly, that, I believe, the thoufandth 
Part fcarce underftand this Matter throughly ; for 
which Reafon fo many fine Women die with the 
Child in their Belly. “Others facrifice the Infants, 
and cannot bring forth, except the Head being firtt 
open d and brain’d, they draw them away with- 
vin . se out 
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‘outa Forceps. Another thinks himfelf Mafter of | 


a great Secret, becaufe he knows how to draw an 
- Infant out with an E:ductor without braining the 
_ Infant 5 to correct which, another makes ufe of a 
couple of Hooks fix’din the Eyes, Ears, and other 
Parts of the Head, by which he violently draws 
out the Infant ; which, if it come out alive, in a 
’ few Hours or Days after, it muft die; not tofpeak 
’ of the Inconveniences which are brought upon the 
_ Mother befides. Behold the excellent Art of Mid- 
_ wifery ! And thisis all done under the Notion and 
’ Colour of the Infant’s being already dead. ‘The 
Midwife fays, I Lave taken all the Cite and Pains 
| I could, but could not relieve her, whilft the Infant 
_ bung up, or was fufpended fo high : But beingigno~ 
* rant what to do, when the Mouth of the Womb is 
_ yet fufpended, the will be much lefs able to do it 
_ when it is fix’d below, upon the Bending of the Os 
_ Sacrum; nor can the Surgeon give better Advice in 
_ bringing forth the Infant, except by taking away 
' the Infant’s Life by Hooks, Knives, Forceps, or 
- an Eductor, and to draw it out dead, either whole 
_ orin Pieces. And what now canbe done, but what 
' is ufually obferv’d? v/z,that it is better for one to 
 diethan both; and therefore to kill the Infant and 
draw it out, if it is not already dead, that by this 
_ Means the Mother’s Life may be faved. O mife- 
rable Choice! where the Mother’s Life is to be re= 
deemed by the Death of the Infant! Away with 
this Negligence, and this pernicious Ignorance of 
» Midwives, who know not how to relieve a Wo- 
» man or Infant feafonably. But who fhall accufe 
' them, who had never been taught better ? Hither- 
to no Body hath explain’d this Art upon firmand 
mathematical Foundations and Demontftrations 5 
| what Wonder is it then, if they continue in fuch 
_ thick Clouds of Ignorance ? 
| But that the Midwife may prevent that fad Mif- 
| chief, fhe is to ufe her beft Mndeavours to keep ae 
Nal a wou f the 
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the Mouth of the Womb, nor is fhe to fuffer it to 
fall down, that the Infant’s Head being cleared 
of the Womb, may be brought down, which may — 
be much more ecafily done, than if it be covered ~ 
about with the Womb, and ftick faft in the Sivus 
of the Os Sacrum - And if in the mean Time the ~ 
Membrane prefles ftrongly inftead of the Head, it © 
muft be dealt with all one as the Head, viz. the | 
forming of the Humoursis not to be hinder’d, but 
the Mouth of the Womb is only to be kept up, 
which the Midwife is not to fuer to fall down, 
taking care not to break the Membrane; theretore, 
let her always ftretch out her Fingers wide enough, 
appre them to the Border of the Mouth of the — 
omb only, and not to the Membrane; and let 
her continue to do fo, till the Membrane isbroke; _ 
which being done, let her handle the Head as we’ 
have faid. 

But, methinks, I hear the Midwives crying out 
againft me; Whatever youwrite, there is a great deal 
of Difference betwixt Saying and Doing: Things donot 
always fucceed according to our Thoughts : Who can 
know all Things fo accurately °~And though we could 
know, yet our Women will not fuffer it 5 they will not 
be touch’ d, except with one or two Fingers at the moft, 
aud fothat you muft not put them to Pain, for they will 

Suffer no Hard/bips, efpecially thofe that are rich, who 
will not be handled except with the fofte/t Touch. Lan- 
fwer, ‘Uhat I am not ignorant that there is a great > 
deal of Difference betwixt Saying and Doing; and 
that it iseafier towrite of this Matter,than to per- 
form it well : And I know well enough alfo, that 
Midwives cannot execute my Precepts without ac- 
curate Attention and clofeStudy. Nor amTigno- 
rant that Women with Child are tender enough, 
nor will eafily endure Pain, indulging themfelves, 
and defiring Midwives todo the like: Charity and 
Figuity alfo require, that Midwives fhould be cau- 
tious not to put Women to unneceflary Pain, Fur- 


ther, 
eh 
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ther, I am certain, that I advife Midwives to dono= 

‘thing but what Experience hath taught me may be | 
done, Laftly, | am not ignorant that Women with 

Child, though never fo tender, and as cautious as 

can be of Pain, yet a great many of them, and _ 
thofe efpecially that are accuftom’d to give Ear to 
‘Reafon and found Judgment, are of fo good. a Dif- 
polition, if you fhew them in what Danger they 
‘are, that they will not refufe to be handled in a 
‘Manner that is moft neceflary; for by this Method 
only, they can.efcape unnecetiary or fuperfluous 
Pains: But thofe who will not admit of what isne- 
‘ceflary to be done, the Damage they fuffer will be 
‘their own Fault, and by no Means theirs who of 
fer their Service. 
+ When the Matter is brought fo far, that the 
Membrane is broke, and the Jnfant’s Head is ex- 
cluded with the Crown foremoft, then there is no 
“need to keep up the Mouth of the Womb, asbefore, 
‘but fhe may fuffer the Head and the Mouth of the 
“Womb to fall down beyond the Bending of the Os 
: Sacrum, which may more eafily pafs now, the greateft 
'Part being bare, than when it was covered with 
‘the Mouth of the Womb: But that the Infant may 
‘be further brought out, the Midwife is again to 
Sufe both Hands as before, the one being applied 
V inwardly, andthe other externally. In this Work 
fhe muft again make ufe of her Judgment; but not, 
‘as I fhew’d before, labouring after each Pain is 
* over, ~but after a quite different Manner ; for now 
) fhe is to work along with the Pains, and to ceafe 
) when the Strength of her Pains ceafes; wherefore 
’ the Midwife herfelf is not only to obferve the | 
’ Pains, but is to encourage the Woman in Labour 
» to thefame; and not only to labour along with her 
» Pains, but to perfift in it as much as fhe can, with 
» all her Vigour: For that End, the Midwife, at 
© every Turn, when the perceives new Pains come 
> on, mutt advife the Woman in Labour to Biome 
Bia. the 
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the Birth with her joint Force, and that in the fole 
owing Manner : ‘The Midwife having put one 
Hand into the Vagina of the Womb, the Back 
turn’d to the ftreight Gut, or the Inteftinum Re@umy 
let her thruft the Ends of her Fingers as faras the 
‘can under the Head of the Infant, (yet cautioufly, 
left theHead fhould be prefléd too much,) then let” 
her hold her Hand ftill, till the Pain comes on? 
Let her put the other Hand outwardly upon the 
Woman’s Belly, about that Place where the Bote 
tom of the Womb lies; and when the Pain begins 
fo come on, let her begin to work with both Hands," 
viz. lether prefs gently downwards with her Hand 
within the Body, that is, againft the Point of the: 
Os Sacrum, which is to be prefled back ; and with 
the other Hand, on the Outfide, let her gently” 
raife the Womb intoa re-fupine Pofture, and at the: 
fame ‘Time let her prefs gently downwards ; I fay 
gently, in Proportion to the Pain’s gradually enw’ 
creafing from the Beginning, which, as it fucceflive« 
ly excites the Woman to ftronger Labour, fo the 
Midwife ought to prefs down by Degrees more 
ftrongly. i 
But it is to be noted, that this external Preffure 
never ought to be vehement or violent, but always 
moderate. And the Depreffion made with the. 
other Hand internally ought to be ftrong , fo that 
the Midwife ought to make ufe of all her Strength 
upon that Depreffion; yet with thefe Cautions = 
Firft, That violent Depreffion is only to be made 
ufe of, as long as the Woman in Labour is excited 
to it by the Height of her Pains ; but when the 
Pain ceafes, the Depreffion is to ceafe likewife. 
Secondly, That Depreffion is to be made equally 
with the Back of the Hand upon the Part, and not: 
with the Joints of the Hand griped. ‘Thirdly, The 
Hand, as much as poflible, is to be opened broad, 
that it may prefs equally every where. Thefe 
‘Things being well obferved, the Midwife may re : 
7% hers | all 
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all her Strength, without being afraid of hurting 
the Woman, fince it will be moft grateful to her. 

- But perhaps fome may think with themfelyes, 
would not the Midwife by this Means hurt the 
W oman, by tearing her in Pieces ? Or, would not 
fhe fo comprefs the Inte/tinum Recéum, or ftreight 
Gut, asthat at laft it might mortify ? fince a great 
many Examples witnefs, that either the Privities of 
the Woman in Labour have been broke, and tore 
even to the 4vus, or the Mouth of the Womb. 
But I anfwer, that in the Manner above mention’d, 
it cannot be done 3 but the Privities, or Mouth of 
the Womb, are broke, if Midwives thrufting in a 
Finger of each Hand into the Mouth of the Womb 
or Privities, with all their Force, draw the Parts 
afunder without Caution, and fo tear thofe Parts; 
me in fo general a Depreflion there is no Danger 
Of it. 

_ Farther, Midwives are to obferve well, that it is 
not fufficient to prefs back the Os Coceygis after this 
Manner, with all their Strength, but alfo as they 
prefs down, they are, at the fame ‘Time, to draw 
their Hand to them, and they will find the Heada 
little prefs’d forwards by every ftrong Pain, and fuc- 
ceffively coming forth: 'Thofe that draw the Hand 
fo, at the fame Time draw it under the Infant’s 
Head lying uponit; butthis fignifies nothing, unlefs 
they prefently put it in again as foon asthe Strength 
of the Pains is over, and they place their Fingers 
under the Head again, repeating the Depreflion and 
‘Attraction every ‘Turn along with the Paine ; this 
Deing done, as it ought to be, they will find how 
much Room is got by it, and how the Paffage 
As opened for the Infant to flide down; to 
which End alfo, the Hand prefling externally, 
does not lefs contribute, being placed upon the 
‘Abdomen, and ftrongly thrufting forwards both 
the Infant and the Womb. And here the Reafon 
is worth obferving, why an Infant goes ante: 

| : a) 
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fo flowly for here it is not placed in the narrows 
nefsof the Mouth of the Womb, nor of thePe/visy 
but rather in this, that the Pains cannot commodi= 
oufly make an Ympreflion ; and the Infant is fo_ 
ftraiten’d in the upper Part of the Womb, whence 
that flow Progreflion continues, till the upper Part” 
of the Infant’s Body hath paffed that finuous Ben-=) 
ding above ; which when it is done, the Infant pres 
fently breaks out, and is brought forth. * 

As foon as the Midwife hath received the In= 
fant in her Lap, the herfelf ought either to tie and 
cut off the Navel-ftring, or commit it to others toy 
be done; but fhe is prefently tothruft her Hand in=” 
to the Womb to draw out the Secundine, and tore=" 
ftore the Womb into its genuine Place, taking care” 
that it being rightly contraéted, fhould be well 
fhut ; which not being well done, the Womb is_ 
often fill’d with Blood, which at the laftis coague" 
laced and fhut up in it, which eafily occafions 
Raving, Want of Reft, acontinual Fever, an immo-= 
derate Flux of Blood, and at laft Death, which are” 
commonly imputed to hard Labour, whenin Truth” 
it often proceeds from a negligent Purging of the 
‘Womb, and a carelefs clofing of it up. [ amnot 
ignorant, that there are other Caufes, of Death 5 
but I know very well too, that it takes its Origi- 
nal from thence ; which Caufes, a prudent. Mid- 
wife, by handling Things circumfpectly, may ealily 
take away. ' 

Tt isa Midwife’s Duty, after the Secundine is. 
come away, her Hand being gently pafied in again, 
to put the Womb in a refupine Poiture, and in fome 
Meafure bring it downwards, keeping her Hand- 
there, till the Womb is contracted about her Hand, 
- except it grows ftiff like a Board,which fometimes, 
though feldom, happens ; then no Delay is to be, 
made, till the Womb is fhut up; but the Woman’ 
is carefully to be obferved, whither ill Symptoms 
afterwards fhew, that the Womb is to be cleared of 

clotted, 
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clotted Blood; but if the Womb be of its ufual 
_ Thicknefs, it is eafily and prefently, nay, more 
commodioufly contracted, than when it is extream- 
ly thin, which falls about the Hand, like a Piece, 
of wet Cloth in a thoufand Folds; when the ° 
- Womb is clofed about the Hand, it is to be drawn 
out, and whatever Excrement is contained in it, 
_is to be got out, that being well purged, it may be 
~fhut without any Hindrance. 
_ Hitherto we have informed young Midwives 
_ what Is to done, if they are prefently called to a 
~ Woman in Labour, whofeWomb hangs forwards, 
" Or prone in the Belly, that, as well as they can, 
_they bring out the. Infant after the ufual Manner, 
_without turning 3 but if by chance, the Midwife, 
_ through Ignorance, neglects allthefe Precepts, and 
through a great many Exndeayours and Uncertain- 
tics, the Matter proceeds fo far, that the acumi- 
nated, or lower Part of the Womb, falls into the 
Pelvis, and the Mouth of the Womb,. with the In- 
-fant’s Head, breaks through into the crooked Sinus 
of the Os Sacrum, and is there bound up; if in 
this Cafe the Membrane is broke, the Infant’s Head 
being yet a little bare, if the Woman in. Labour, 
‘after a great many Endeavours, is now tired; then 
‘it is asked, what is to be done by a Midwife when 
fhe is fent for in this Cafe? I anfwer, that to perfect 
the Travel of fuch a Perfon, a Man’s, rather than a 
~ Woman’s Help, is required ; wherefore it would be 
_ better to commit her to a skilful Surgeon that prac- 
_ tifes Midwifery; though I do not miftruft, but 
‘that an experienced Midwife fometimes may be 
capable of that Work, at 
. Wehavealready fuppofed, that the Infant’s Head 
“is but a little bared as yet; befides, we fuppofed, 
“that the Infant’s Head fticks faft, as it were, in the 
crooked Stwus of the Os Coccygis; whence it is to 
“be concluded, that here the Infant cannot make 
any Force upon the Mouth of the Womb that is 
he to 
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is to be placed in a commodious Seat, fit for that — 


cal idee 


to be opened; therefore the Situation of theWomb — 
is to be altered ; wherefore the Woman in Labour | 


Purpofe, ‘To that End, let the Perfon that practifes © 


Midwifery, place the Woman upon a Pallet or low — 
Bed, or on fome Pillows laid on the Ground; that — 
fhe may lie with her Face downwards upon her | 
Knees, and her Head low; let her Arms be fup= — 
ported with fo many Pillows as are requifite to — 
fuftain her, and to lean upon without moving: 3 


This may be conveniently done, if the leans upon 


the Seat of a Stool turned with the Feetupwards; — 
the Feet of the Stool (now upwards) being placed — 


againft a Wall or Bed-Side, that the W oman ae | 


keep her Body fteady, left the fhould be moved, 


which might eafily, happen, if fhe was not furnifh~- 


ed with fuch a Suppor 
We place the 


oman in Labour thus, with her 


Head downwards low,and kneeling upon her Knees, - 


that by the Help of this Pofture, the Womb may © 


be carried down into the loweft Part of the Belly, 
by its own Weight, and confequently releafe it felf 


out of that crooked Sivas of the Os Coceygis; which, — 


that it may be done the fooner, and more commo- 
dioufly, the Midwife having put her Hand or Fine 
gers into the Neck of the Womb behind, betwixt — 
the ftreight Gut and the Head of the Infant, fhe 
may prefs down the Womb, till the Mouth of the 
Womb is fo far forced back, that there ts Room 
enough to hold it up, leit it fall down again; and 
alfo, that there may be Room for the Head of the In- 
fant to be deprefied into the Mouth of the Womb, 
and to open it; by which at the laft, a great Part is 
bare, yet it is not to be fuffered, that the Mouth 
of the Womb fhould again fall into the Sivus of the 
Os Coccygis. ‘The Womb and the Infant being at 


the lait fo far forced back, the Midwife or Surgeon ~ 


may perfect the Birth of the Infant by the Method 
which 


: 


co 
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Which we have above fhewn to Midwives, which 
to fave Time, we hall not repeat here. : 
But though the Birth of the Infant may be thus 
managed, and fometimes perfected by a skilful Sur- 
geon, if the Woman isas yet fupplied with {uffici- 
ent Strength and Pains; yet they may try another 


_ Method, if it be feared that the Woman may want 


Strength and Pains to finifh a profperous Birth. 
Therefore the Woman being placed, as before, let 
the Midwife further, as we faid, deprefs the Womb 


as much as fhe can, till the Mouth of the Womb 


being reduced farther up into the larger Space of 


- the ‘Pelvis, may more commodioufly be open’d by | 


the Hand, fo that it may be paffed in ; by which 


the Head of the Infant being put afide, the Feet 


are to be fought for: Nor are you to leave off till 


they are founds; ahd tlie Infant being turned, they 
are brought into the Paflage, the’Toes, as well as 


_ you can, being turned downwards towards the Mo~ 


ther’s ftreight Gut. ‘The Feet being now brought 
into the Paflage, there isno need the Woman fhould 


fie longer with her Head and the rett of her Body 


prone, or with the Face downwards; but being 
turned, and lying with her Face upwards, let her 


prepare to prefs down ftrongly, when Occali- 


on requires. In the mean while, the Midwife 


~ with her Hand within the Body; always holding 


the Feet of the Infant, now ought to draw them 


_ outwards, till the Buttocks and Belly are excluded; 


‘then the Infant being taken faft hold of, the one 


Hand being placed under the Belly, and the other 


upon the Back, let her order the Womanin Labour; 


if fhe feels no Pain, to behave herfelf as if the 


Pains were upon her, that is; let her prefs down 


- with all her Strength, as if flic was to bring forth . 
the Child 5 whilft fhe does this, the Midwife ought 


_ to draw it towards her continually, yet gently, that 
thus the Head along with the Arms may be ex 


- eluded; 
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Tt being known now, how the Woman may be — 
helped, when her Womb hangs too much forwards, — 


‘and whofe Infant tends dire&tly into the Paflage, 


that is, with the Head foremoft ; we fhall further — 
fee how the Womb thus hanging forewards, is to 
be treated when the Infant is ill feated in it: For 

as there may be an ill Verfion of the Infant in any 


Pofture of ‘the Womb, fo confequently 1n this 5 
> that the Hand, Foot, Elbow, Umbilical Vein, 


the Chin, or the :Face, Buttocks, or another 


Member, may fometimes offer itfelf firft 5) where- 
fore it is neceflary, that young Midwives fhould. 


know, by what Signs thofe il!- Situations of Ins 


fants may be known 5 moreover, what is it to be 


done to clear thofe Infants whichare obliquely and — 


ill feated. 


But left I fhould be too prolix in this Matter, : 
I fhall fay in a few Words, that thofe various Si< . 


tuations of Infants may be known by the Touch, as 
we have elfewhere fhewn; for the Situation of In~ 
fants is known the fame Way in an oblique, asin a 


direé&t Womb. Nor isthereneed to be long doubt+ — 
fal in this Pofture of the Womb, what Part ap= — 


pears more precifely in the Pafiage firft; it is ful- 
fcient if the .Midwife have obferved that the 
Head docs not offer itfelf, that fhe may know, 


that the Infant isto be drawn out by the Feet, and . 


for that Reafon, the Time is not tobe {pent idly, 
“f fhe thinks herfelf fit to undertake the Work 5 
otherwife an expert Surgeon, that practifes Mid- 
wifery, is to be called to her Affiftance, who may 


perform this Work, whilft the Mother’s Strength, | 


and the Infant’s are vigorous, the Membrane being; 
not yet broke, and the Womb being as yet fufpend- 
- ed in the upper Part of the Pelvis. The Woman 
therefore being placed in a perforated Chair, fo 
that fhe may fit upright in the Forepart of the 
Seat, which is moft open before, then he is to ce 

aks 
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“this Hand into the Vagina of the Womb, and dif 
_pofe the Mouth of it fo, that it may be fit to open, 

which is now more commodioufly opened than if 
the Head of the Infant came firft ; which being 
done, let him put firft éne or two Fingers, the~ 
_ three, and all of them fuccefiively into. the Mouth 
of the Womb, and having enlarged that, Iet him 
: penetrate into the Womb ; then let him break the 
; Membrane, or if he thinks it better, let him flay 
till-it is broke of its own Accord; then having 
fought the Feet, let him bring them into the Patf- 
' fage, taking care that the ‘Toes be turned towards 
the Mother’s Inteftinum Reéum, or freight Gut; and 
~ fo at the laft, let him draw out the Infant after the 


{ 


_ Manner above mentioned, in this oblique Pofture 
of the Womb, a ‘ 
_ . But perhaps fome may ask, Why in this oblique 
_ Pofture of the Womb, 1 fhould prefently advife, 
_ rather to draw the Infants out by the Feet ? and 
| ‘why Tfhould not prefently draw foie out by the 
E Feet, that offer themfelves Head foremoft, fince 
_ the Exclufion of fuch Infants in fuch an ill feated 
. Womb, is fo difficult and dangerous? Vo which I 
dl anfwer, Uhat in this ill Pofture of the Womb and 
' Infant, the turning of the Infant more-eafily fuc- 
 -cteds, than if the Head were foremoft ; and that 
. the Infant finds the moft commodious Paflage, whe- 
' ther the Head or Feet offer themfelves: More- 
- over, though (according to thefe new Demontftra- 
tions of mine, of an oblique Pofition of the Womb) | 
" it be infallibly true, and that it is.more fafe and 
_ eafy, ptefently in theBeginning of Labour todraw 
) the Infant out by the Feet, when it is turned, 
(though the Head offers itfelf firft,) than to fuffer 
" it to come with the Head firft; yet I have propo- 
fed above, that an Infant coming with the Head 
+(foremoft, may be allow’d to pafs, that we may 
"(not prefently pafs Om Pa Extreme to the other 5 
BN or 


* 


160 MIDWIFERY improv d. | 
or, as it were, at one Stroke overthrow the wholé — 
Stru@ture of the Ancients, efpecially when thisob= — 
lique Situation of the Womb is the moft commodi= — 
ous of all the four moft inconvenient Poftures, 
and the Infant may be brought forth alive with the 
Affiftance of faithful Help, though a great many - 
erifh for want of Help. 

But that I may plainly and openly profefs the 
State of this Cafe, as it becomes me to fpeak the 
‘Truth ingenuoufly, though what I fhallfay be con= — 
trary to my own Prattice, I fhall freely fpeak my 
Thoughts, viz. That in any oblique Pofture of the ~ 
Womb, I think it the fafett, readieit, andleaft painful — 
Way, to haften the Birth by drawing the Infant 
out with the Feet foremoft ; and that prefently — 
in the Beginning of Labour, before, or prefently 
after the Waters are come away, as foon as you — 
are certain, that the Woman hath the genuine Pains ~ 
of Birth upon her. And if this Method fhould 
be followed; as I believe at laft it will, certain= 
ly a Multitude of Women and Children may be 
faved, who would otherwife perith. Laftly, I - 
fhall add; that this oblique Pofition of the © 
Womb will admit of a more commodious Ex- 
clufion of the Infant, the Head coming foremoft, © 
than the following, when the Womb is feated on 
either Side, or is preffed againft the Loins, 


CHAP. XLVIL 


Of a difficult Birth, when the Womb is prefa 
fed too much againft the Back- Bone. 

HAVE learn’d byExperience, and all Practifers | 

of Midwifery, who love the Truth, ma bel 

taught by the fame Miftrefs, that the Womb being, 

| out 
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eut of its natural Place, may be often too much re” . 
fupined, or tend with its Bottom backwards, being 
forced towards the Back-Bone ; fo that its Mouth 


or Paflageis not only raifed too high into the Belly, 


but is fo obliquely feated, that it no longer an- 
{wers the Neck of the Wombin a Right Line; but 
on the contrary, the upper Part of the Vagina is fo 


_bent and crooked, that it is rather like the Figure of 
_athree-corner’d. Rule, than a direct Line, varying 


more or lefs, as the Womb is more or lefs prefied 
_ againit the Back-bone, and the Loins of the Wo 
_ man are more or lefs finuous. | 


_ This ill Pofition of the Womb confequently oc- 
cafions a preternatural and difficult Birth, except 


the Woman and the Infant are reftored to their 
_ right Pofition prefentlyin the Beginning by aready 


and skilful Hand; therefore the Midwife ought to 
obferve by the firft Touch with the utmoft Dili- 
gence and Attention, whether fhe perceives this ill 


_ Pofition of the Womb, that fhe may help the Mo- 
_ ther and the Infant prefently upon the firft Pang of 


- Labour; nor let her delay longer, as'a great many _ 
imprudent Midwives do, whofe Miftakes, being 


a ate 
_— 


_ ignorant of thefe Inconveniences, the Mother and 


infant fuffer by. | 
I would have young Midwives know this, That 


from the Pofture of the Womb before defcrib- 
ed, it neceffarily follows, that the Head of an 
Infant never fo well turned, falls upon the O/f/a 


Pubis : For, whilft the Infant labours to get 


forth, as well by its own Endeavours, as by 


violent prefling Pains; in this Condition it is vio- 
lently forced againft the Os Pubis, where its foft — 


Head fticking, is in fome Meafure fqueez’d, and 


gradually crufh’d; fo that not being able to fall 


down into the Cavity of the Pe/vis, the Mother 


~ can by no Means bring forth the Infant, except the 


‘Head being firft removed, is brought into the Ca+ 


yity of the Pelvis, 
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Sometimes it happens, that the Woman is two 
or three, perhaps four Days in Labour, yet cannot 
bring forth her Infant; and what is more, fome~_ 
times the two firft Daysthe Pains are moft violent 5 
fo that being tired with fruitlefs Labour, the Child | 
dics unknown to her; the Fault of which is the — 
Midwife’s Ignorance. Atthe laft the dead Infant — 
is brought forth of its own Accord, with little or 

‘no Force of Pains, but it happens through thefin= — 
gular Providence of God to the faving of the Mo~ — 
ther’s Life, who otherwife dies alfo; and when — 
the is juft a dying, brings forth her dead Infant. 
~ But that young Midwives may know the Caufe of 
this, and how to prevent it, it muft be more dili- 
gently explain’d. Unskilful Midwives trying aWo- 
man in Labour by the Touch, when the Head. of © 
the Infant is fix’d on the Offa Pubis, they do not 
perceive it, and are wont to fay to the Woman 
and her Friends that are prefent, that the Infant 
is yet too high, and that it cannot be reached by 
theTouch, and that it muft fall down lower: And 
thus they wait for the Defcent of the Infant,which 
cannot fall down ; or trying the Situation of the 
Tafant by theTouch, if through the Womb, which | 
lies betwixt, they feel a kind of Roundnefs and 
Hardnefs, which they miftake for the Head, they 
fay, the Infant is well turn’d 5 then they only wait — 
for firong Pains to drive the Infant forwards 5 but 
their Hopes are fruftrated, being ignorant that the 
Tnfant’sHead fticks upon the Os‘Pubis; fo that they — 
neither help the Mother nor the Infant, and often 
through that Ignorance both die. ‘This Ignorance 
is chiefly owing to this, that they cannot clearly 
diftinguith the Womb and the Vagina by the Vouch3_ 
nor can they truly diftinguifh the Mouth of the 
Womb from the Parts of the Infant that offer them- 
{elves firft for Birth, or from the Membrane that 
contains the Humours 3 when yet it is the Mid=— 
wife’s Duty to be able to diftinguith every Part 5. 


: 
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and then fhe could not be ignorant of the Infant's 
Situation, and confequently might readily and with- 
out Delay give Affittance. 

Tn this ill Situation of the Womb, of which we 
now fpeak, a Midwife that is very skilful, ei~ 
ther cannot touch the Mouth of the Womb atall, 
or very little, except it lies open wide enough, and, 
then fhe may chek leatt fome Part of the Circle; 
- for the Infant’s Head is faft upon the Os Publis 
above; therefore the whole upper Part of the Bor- 
ders of the Mouth of the Womb cannot be 
touched with the Fingers, fince they can only come 
at the lower Part of the Mouth that is open; and 
then they are cautioufly and prudently to be thruft 
in betwixt the Neck of the Bladder, and the Mouth 
of the Womb; for the Midwife thruiting them in 


behind towards the Inte/linum Reéfum, or freight 


Gut, meets with nothing but a little clofe Bag; and 
preffing a little harder,through Ignorance eafily per= 
 fwades herfelf that fhe feels the Infant’s Head, not 
~ underftanding that it is ftill cover’d'with the Womb, 
nor that fhe waits for the Defcent in vain. A dif 
cerning Midwife, when Things are fo near the 
-- Neck of the Bladder, will feel. a fort of Circular 
~ Border, which is that of the Mouth of the W omb, 
which if fhe penetrates with her Fingers, the will 
alfo feel the hard Part of the Head, that is globu- 
~ Yar, fmooth, or the opening of the Crown of the 

Head; whence fhe may be certain, that the Infant, 
as well as the Womb, is too clofe to the Back- 
~~ bone; when therefore fhe is certain, that the 
yore the Infant is preffed and bound up to thefe 

Bones by the Pains, the harder it is to remove 
it from thence, nay, that the Brain may be 
broke into, fo as to occafion fudden Death, with~. - 
out Delay the mutt affitt the Infant in the follow- 
yng Manner. | 


S45 | Fir, 
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Firfl, As foon as the Midwife hath obferved this. _ 
ill Situation, let her hinder the Woman from las ~ 
bouring ftrongly with her Pains, but advife her ra=. 
ther to bear them, and put them by, till the Situax 
tion of the Infant is corrected, and the Midwife 
again puts her upon labouring. | 

Secondly, Let the Midwife order the Woman pres 
fently to make Water, if fhe can,to empty theBlad- 
der, that there may be no Danger of hurting it by — 
Preflure, (whether that Preflurebe made by the In= — 
fant’s Head, or the Midwife’s Hand, whilft it is — 
bufy in clearing the Infant’s Head,) and if yet few 
er and lefs violent Pains prefs the Woman in La- 
bour, and the Membrane is not yet broke, you may 
move her to Stool with a gentle Clyfter; that firft 
all Hindrances, as much as is poffible, may be re-= 
moved, | | 
. Fhirdly, The Midwife fhould put the Woman in 
aconvenient Pofture, that fhe may help her commo-~ 
dioufly, viz. Let her firft be’ laid upon her Back 
ina porories Chair, that is, inthe Beginning, if © 
the Infant is not as yet fixed faft uponthe Offa Pu- 
bis; otherwife it would be more proper to place the 
upper Part of the Body lower than the Inferior 
Parts, that the Infant;, and the Womb may more ~ 
eafily give back. 

Fourthly, ‘Vhe Midwife taking hold of the Bor- 
der of the Mouth of the Womb cautioufly with the 
Fingers of either Hand, (viz. that which will be 
moft ready for the Work,) let her prefs and drawit 
‘backwards towards the Iwte/tinum Rectum; yet let 
ther not {et about this before fhe hath placed the 
other Hand upon the dbdomen, a. little above the 

Os Pubis, and then the Work will fucceed better, 

when both Hands are employ’d, viz. firft let her 
thruft back the Infant’s Head a little with the Hand 
on the Outfide, and prefentlylether prefs it down; 
but with the Hand within, let her draw back the — 
el EAR VEEL TED Tae Mouth 


: 


: 
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“Mouth of the Womb towards the ftreight Gut, 


and withal downwards. When the hath now felt 
the Head of the Infant and the Womb a little mo- 


ved and flipped down, let her advife the Woman to 


 gaife the upper Part of her Body, but fo as not to 
ftir the lower; that is, let her bend herfelf as 


| 


~ muchas fhe can forwards, and fit as if fhe would 
go to Stool, In the mean ‘Time, let the Midwife 


take care, that fhe holds her Hands faftin the Man- 


b ner aforefaid, being ready (whilft the Woman by 
the bending of her Body, raifes the Infant and the 
Womb behind, and drives it forwards) to prefs 


down the Head before, that it may fall down di- 
rectly into the Pelvis, 
Fifthly, ‘The Head being cleared and freed from 


~ Hindrances, let the Midwife advife the Woman, 


that now minding her Pains, fhe labour with them 
as much as fhe can, to drive the Infant forwards, 
and quite bring it forth; wherefore let her labour 
with her Body for the moft partin a fitting Pofture, 
or kneeling upon her Knees, with her Arms conve- 
niently fupported. 3 
Sixthly, But if the Infant already fticks faft upon 
the Offa Pubis, before the Midwife came, or, if fhe 


finds the Woman and the Infant in this miferable 


Condition, having been both neglected through the 
Tenorance of fome other Midwife, let her lay her 
quite down upon her Back, with her Head low, 
and her Body a little elevated, and let her try by 
the Method above mentioned, to prefs down the 


_ Infant’s Head; but fhe ought to take care not 


only to prefs down above, but the is firft to thruft 
back, and then at thefame Timeto deprefs; for the 
Bones of the Pubis fometimes makes an Impreffion 
or Dent upon the Infant’s Head; for which Reafon 


jt cannot be deprefied without being hurt, except 


it be fir thruft back a little. 


Seventh yy 
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Seventhly, If by chance the Membrane is broke — 
in this Pofture, and the Infant’s Head ismuch bared — 
by the enlarging of the Mouth of the Womb, 
the Midwife letting the Border of the Wombalone, ~ 
is to endeavour to thruft her Fingers betwixt the © 
cad and the Offa Pubis, and in fome Meafure to- — 
wards the upper Part of the Head, or to apply it — 
higher to the upper Border of the Mouth of the — 
Womb; and by this Means to endeavour to draw | 
the Head along with the Mouth of the Womb © 
downwards. i @ 


aes 


* Two Things here efpecially, and in every diffi- — 
cult Birth, are required, vz. A found Judgment, — 
and a convenient Method of handling "Things gen- © 
tly and readily; where thefe are found, there the = 
- Blefling of God attends; for God compleats his — 
Gifts: But thofe, who without the true Know= — 
ledge of Things, and without the doing what they — 
ought, expect every Uhing by the Blefling of God, — 
neglecting what they ought to do, tempt God, 
and are wanting in their Duty. I contefs, we are 
not.able to caufe a natural Birth; God affords both © 
Pains and Strength to go through them, to whom 
the Glory of every Thing is due; forafmuch as 
he fupplies us both with Food and Cloathing, he 
produces and brings to Maturity both the Grapes 
and the Wine: But the Husbandman, or the Gar- 
diner, who, fleeping in Sced-Time, neglects to fow 
and plant, hath no Opportunity afterwards for — 
Harveft; and he who, when he hath fown or ~ 
planted, does not harrow, crop, or water, nor does — 
whatever elfe is neceflary, can have no Hopes of 
Comfort, or divine Bleffings. And fo a Woman ~ 
in Labour, without Pains, and human Affiftance, 
fometimes, cannot bring forth; for that is the Ef- 
feé& of God’s Curfe; thefe Pains which Women 
have, being appointed by God for their Tranfgref- _ 
fion; nor does this leficn the divine Power, who 
if cam 
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can do all Things which he will, but will not do 


all which he can; and he who hath been pleafed 


~ to enjoin us fo troublefome a Work, to try the Pa- 


tience of one, and the Induftry and Charity of an- 
other, exercifes his Judgments upon fome, that all 
thefe Things might tend to his Glory. 

But if by chance the Infant is too much com- 
“Sainte and its Head is too big, that it cannot be 
brought into the Cavity of the Pelvis without a 
ee deal of Trouble, and a tedious Piece of 

utchery is to be expected, rather than the defired. 
Birth, as in this Condition it happens, I would have 
Midwives endeavour (before Things come to the 


_/ utmoft Extremity) to find out the Feet; but that 


Work is more proper for Men than Women: 
Therefore except a Midwife hath good Judgment, 
and a ready and ftrong Hand, fhe ought to com- 
mit this Work to a skilful Practitioner in Midwife- 
ty, who thoroughly underftands the internal Parts 
of Women, better than Women commonly do: L 
Said T would have them endeavour; for in fuch a 
Pofition, the Infant is not brought forth without 
Labour, and that difficult and troublefome too, 
for thefe three Reafons, heat 


Firft, Becaufe in this Cafe, the Mouth of the 
“Womb is commonly lefs open; and at the laft, to 
be opened by a gentle Force; for by too much 


_ ‘Flafte, the Woman is put to extream Pain, then 


the Hand is to be well anointed; and firft one, then 
more Fingers are to be thruft into the Mouth of 
the Womb, and to be gradually ftretched out and? 
difended in like manner; and at laft, the whole 
Hand is to be thruft in, up to the Wrift, and the 
Orifice of the Womb gradually dilated, by opening 
and fhutting of it, as you find it may be done 
moft commodioufly. ‘The Infant’s Head, as much 
as you can, is now and then to be thruft back and 
put on one Side, and then you are to penetrate fur } 
i. EIEN ERLE RL ahh Te Mae | ther 
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ther into the Womb by Degrees, taking care left 
you hurt the Infant or the Womb. You muttalfo. 
know, by feeling with your Fingers, whether your, 
Fland lie betwixt the Membranes of the Secundine — 
and the Womb; for if your Hand is moved be- 
twixt the Secundine and the Womb, take care of 
moving it any further; but drawing it back again 
a little, ds it up again betwixt the Membranes 
and the Infant, that is, when the Feet are to be 
fought in the Bottom of the Womb. And youare — 
diligently to take notice, that from the Mouth of ~ 
the Womb, even to the Bottom of it, the Hand be» 
6 up next the Infant’s Body; for fo there is lefs 

anger of hurting the Womb, and a very conveni- 
ent Opportunity is given to diftinguifh the Parts 
of the Infant, that you may find the Feet with more 
Certainty, And let not him that does the Duty of 
a Midwife, be afraid to break the Membrane in 
the Beginning of this Work, (if it is not already 
broke, and though the true Pains are preffing,) if it 
be feafonable. Indeed it is convenient the Waters 
fhould increafe, till the Mouth of the Womb is 
perceived to be dilated by them; in the mean 
while, upon the prefling of every Pain, the Infant’s 
Head, as well as it can, is to be moved; then pre= 
fently, as foon as the Membrane is broke afunder, 
the Hand may be put up; but if it be perceived 
that the Humours cannot make an Impreffion to 
open the Mouth of the Womb, then it is to be 
opened with the Hand of him that officiates, and 
when it is fufficiently opened, by the breaking of 
the Membrane, Way is to be made for the Waters 
to How out, and prefently upon-that, the Hand is 
to be put up next the Infant’s Body, to feck the 
Feet, as we faid before. - 

Secondly, As it isa Work that requires a oreat 
deal of Labour, to open the narrow Mouth of the 
Womb, which as yet is not wide enough; fo it is. 
not lefs troublefome to penetrate into the Bottom 


ofS 9 
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‘of the Womb through the Mouth of it, whennar- 


row, obftructed alfo by the Infant’s Head lying 
upon it; fo that it is no Wonder, if you cannot 


find the Feet without a great deal of ‘Trouble and. 


Patience. MS 

Thirdly, You may find by Experience, thatthe 
Length of the Way, and its oblique ‘Turning from 
the Privities, even to the Bottom of the Womb, 
(in fuch a fort of a Veffel fhut, where there is fo 


little Room, and a violent Compreflion is made,) 
_makes the Work very difficult; for a narrow and. 


winding Pafilage makes the Journey difficult. 
Fourthly, Vo thefe we may add this Difficulty, 

thatthe Arm, whofe Hand performs this Work, hath 

no Joint to bend; and therefore about the Mid- 


' dle of the winding Paflage to its Bending, is lefs — 


fit for this Purpofe; alfo, that the Bones of the 
Pelvis do not give way to the Arm, nor are bent; — 


> fo that the Arm is fometimes fo comprefled, that 


it is ftupified and deftitute of Senfe, or is in fo 


much Pain, that fometimes we are forced to leave 


off Work, and to put the Arm in another Place; 
wherefore this Work is not-undefervedly called a 
Labour; for the ftrongeft Practitioner in this Pofi- 
tion of the Womband Infant, though thinly. cloath- 


ed, may take fo much Pains, in the coldeft Day of 


Winter, that the Hair of his Head may run with 
Sweat. | 


But if you have found one or both the Feet, they 
are to be drawn down, except folded with the 
Arms, or the Legs are placed a-crofs one another 5 
therefore thofe Parts are diligently to be fearched, 
which except they are diftinguifhed, you would 
fometimes eafily break the Legs and Arms, as fome 


have met with this Misfortune. It is moft conve= 


nient to draw both Feet down together, if you 
find them joined, and always, if it ts potfible, to 
turn the ‘Toes towards the Face. But fometimes 

wel: 3 you 
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you can only find and draw done one Foot, which) 
is accordingly to be done, becaufe then there, 
is Hopes, as it commonly happens, of finding 
the other; but if it is hard to find it, the frft 

Foot is to be made faft with a Linnen Cloth four | 
Fingers broad, put uponit, which being twifted to= _ 
gether, is to be held in the Hand without the Bos 
dy; then again the Hand is to be put up along 
the Leg that you have found, obferving well, whe= — 
ther it is the Right or Left Leg that was found out — 
firtt; for by this means you will know, whether the 
Right Hand or the Left will more commodioufly 
draw forwards the other Foot; or how the Hand 
you fearch with, may be moft conveniently di- 
teed. If you examine the Foot that is found, 
whether fireight or crooked, by the Toes, you may 
eafily know, whether the Right is yet wanting, 
or the Left; for thatwill necefiarily clofe uponthe | 

Side of the great Toe, or the inward Part of the. 
Foot; and therefore the Back or outward Part of 
the Hand, made ufe of to find the other Foot, 
ought to be turned to the inward Part of the Foot 
and thus it muft afcend or be moved up tothe But- — 
tocks, ot the Belly of the Infant, where you muff 
needs find the Beginning of the other Foot; from 
thence you muft defcend. along the ‘Thigh to the 
Leg, and at laft to the Foot, which being found, 
it is to be brought down into the Paflage after a 
Manner moft commodious to the Pofture of the In= 
fant; but nothing is to be done violently, buteve= 
‘y Thing in a natural Way, and cautioufly. 

But if you find, when both Feet are brought into 
the Paflage;that they arcill fituated, thatis,with the _ 
Toes turned upwards, and: the Heels downwards, 
you are then to think of turning the Child gently, 
which is done; whilft the Feet are gradually dtawn 
out, viz. the one Hand being put under the Ine 
fant’s Body, as high as poflible, helps by twifting 
it to draw it out, till at the laft the Infant’s 

: Belly 
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“Belly and the Toes tend downwards; for then the 
- Head of the Infant is not in fo much Dangerto be 
hooked by the Chin upon the Os Pudis, but will ra- 
ther pafs the cafier out. When the Infant’s Feet 
and the Belly are come out as far as the Breaft, 
there is no need, as other Writers fay, to draw the 
Arms down one after another 3: but let one Hand 
hold the Feet, whilft the other Hand is put under 
the Belly and.the Breaft, as faras poflible; or the — 
_ Feet refting in the Midwife’s Lap, with one Hand. 
above, and another below, take good Hold of the 
Body, yet gently; then the Woman is to be di- 
‘rected to do her beft, with all her Strength to 
bring forth the Infant, whether the feels the Pains, 
or not; they are*ot now to be waited for, but 
‘you muft tell the Woman that this Minute the In= 
_ fant may be brought forth by her Labour and De 
preffion, encouraging her with Hopes, that the 
_ Birth will foon be perfected. | 
~ Thave obferved, that the Woman in Labour now 
ufes her utmoft Endeavours, and prefles down ups 
on the Infant; and the Midwife is to draw it 
down continually, fo that at the laft, a perfect Birth 
will follow. I have always taken this Method to 
perfect the Birth, and by that means not fo much 
-asone Head hath ftuck in the Mouth of the Womb, 
nor have J pulled the Head from the Neck of 
~ any one Infant, not when they have been dead and 
ftunk; but always by this Method I drew them 
‘ out whole, whether alive or dead; when on the 
contrary, other Writers, (as they themfelves con- 
’ fefs,) have often pulled the Body from the Head. 
But if by chance the Matter fucceeds more difi- 
 cultly, than it commonly does, thrufting my Fin- 
ger below, I dilate the Paflage, or putting it 
into the Infant’s Mouth, I gradually draw it down: 
_ dn like Manner, if the Head preffeswith Difficulty, 
which feldom happens, you may draw down one 
Hand, or the other, and thus clear the Head fur~ 
a | | ther; 
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ther; but both Arms are never to be drawn downs 
for that would do more Mifchief than Good. 3 

Do not wonder, candid Reader, that the Head 
and both Arms may pafs through the Mouth of 
theWomb at once: ‘This Method is lefs dangerous — 
than the common one; for the Arms being drawn 
down firft along the Body, what is it, but to make — 
a Stoppage in the Mouth of the Womb, that like a 
Halter, or a Snare, it may be contracted about the 
Infant’s Neck, and retain the Head comprefled? 
which cannot be done, when the Arms are on both > 
Sides the Infant’s Head; nor do the Arms on both 
pee the Infant’s Head add fo much to the Thick~ 
nefs or Impediment, as is commonly thought; for 
the Smoothnefs of the Temples affords them Roomy 
and the Narrownefs of the Mouth of the Womb, © 
being a Part apt to extend, will admit to be a lit-> 
tle farther relaxed. I think this Method beft; but 
I give others their Liberty to chufe another. And 
becaufe I believe that Midwives fcarce conceive 
the Danger of this Pofture, except it be reprefented 
to their Eyes, therefore they may form a clearer 
Idea or Conception of it, if they look into the 
34th, 35th, and 36th Figures, which here fuccefs 
fively follow. 


An Explanation of the XXXIV, XXXV, ane 
XXXVith Figures. | 


Figure XXXIV. 


aa The two Vertebre. | | 

bb ‘Vhe Circumference, fhewing the Belly: 

cc ‘The Circumference of the Womb. 

dd ‘Vhe Hip-Bones, 

ee Lhe Offa Pubis. | . 

ff The Cavities, in which the Heads of thé 

/ ‘Thigh-Bones are turned. 

gg The Scat-Bones. 3 
b'Vhe 
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@ ‘The Infant in the Womb, lying flat upon the 
Mother’s Back, with its own Back oppofite 
to the Eyes of the Beholders, refting with — 
its Head upon the Offa Pubis. 

i ‘The Umbilical Vein. 

& The Secundine, or the Womb-Cake, 


Figure XX XV; 


aaa The Vertebre. 
b The Left Hip-Bone: 
—¢¢ Vhe Offa Pubis. 
dd ‘The Seat=Bones. el es 
ee ‘The Part of the Os Sacrum, that ftands out 
Sf ‘The Circle reprefenting the Belly. 
‘ g@ ‘The Womb. : 
b The Infant, with its Shoulders lying upon 
the Off Pubis. | 
@ ‘The Infant’s Shoulder. 
k= The After-Birth: a ee | 
Z The Infant’s Head, inthe Cavity of the Peluzs, 
wm 'Vhe Opening, or the Way of the Pe/visy 
Be through which the Head and the Body of 
f _the Infant ought to a ai 
@ ‘The Cavity ofthe Hip-Bone, or Os Conendiciss 


Figure XXXVI. 


aaa Vhree Vertebre. 

6 The Left Os Conendicis.- 

-e¢ he Off Pubis. 

|ada ~The Seat-Bones.. 

¢e The Back, or the Hindmoft flanding out of 

ss the Os Sacrum. 

By fmaseheiGircle/of:the Belly. srs ceca hit. 

gg TheWomblying upontheVertebre of the Loins: 

~The Infant inverted backwards, the Head be 

a ing turned in the Cavity of the Pe/vis, and 
Shoulders fixed oe the Ofa Pubiss _ 

Pe. yi ae  # The 

& 


we 
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i ‘The Infant’s Shoulder. | 

& he Placenta, or After-birth, a 

J ‘The Head of the Infant, in the Cavity of the 
Pelvis, \aid more bare than the ‘Thing it 
felf admits of, that its Pofture may appear. 

mm The Way or Paflage by which the Infant muft » 
pafs betwixt the Bones. | 

n . 'TheCavities, or Acetabula of the Os Conendicis. — 

o0 The Place of the Navel. — 

p ‘The Navel-String, or Umbilical Vein. 


A’ further Explanation of the XX XIVth, 
XXX Vth, and XXXVIth bigures. 


Thefe three Figures are joined together in this 
Place, becaufe we had not a Mind, at firft, that the — 
two laft fhould be graved; for the Engraver could ~ 
not fatisfty my Defire in exprefling accurately the © 
genuine Poftures of thofe Infants: But afterwards — 
mott of the Figures being engraved, when I read — 
over again the Defcription of the 34th Figure, to 
fee if it was to be correéted; then, indeed, I pera 
ceived that this Figure would afford but little Light 
to the Reader, except I explairied this by the other 
two, that he might fee one and the fame Figure 
on every Side; wherefore I added this double Fi- 

rure. 

The 34th Figure fhews an Infant well turned in 
an oblique Womb; I fay a well turned Infant, be= 
caufe it hangs over the Mouth of the Womb with — 
the Crown of the Head; for in this Matter I agree. 
with the common Opinion of Writers, 1f, with 
them, we fuppofe that there is no need to turn 
and draw the Infant out; in which Opinion I 
-fhall perfift, till the Truth of the Matter forces me | 
- to go from it. And though here the Infant is well , 
turned in theWomb, yet an eafy Birth is not to be, 
expected, by reafon of an oblique Womb; which — 
truly, uponviewing this Figure, no Body will eafily _ 

3 pers 
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_perfuade himfelf of; for the Highth Figure 


— fhewing an Infant well turned in a Womb well 
placed, feems not at all to differ from this 34th, 


only that in this the Infant’s Head is yet placed 


above the Pelvis, and in the other it is.already 


flipped down into the Cavity of the Pe/vis;\ fo that 


it was convenient to exprefs one and the fame Po- 
_ fture of the Womb and Infant; wherefore the Mat- 


_ter required, that the fame Pofture fhould be more 


clearly expreffed in another Figure. 


TheWomb, in this 34th Figure, lies length-wife 


upon the Woman’s Back-Bone, or the Vertebre of 


the Loins, as far as the Reafon of the Thing will 


admit, {mooth and clofely prefféd to it; and, cons 


—Aequently, the Bottom of the Womb lies againft 


~ 


the Diaphragma, or Midriff, and is not turned toe 


wards the Navel: Which Pofture of the Womb is 
the Reafon that the Head of the Infant mutt needs 
be placed a-crofs the Pelvis, and the Crown of the 


Head is prefled uponthe Bones of the Pelvis, which | 


“is more or lefs, as the Loins of the Womath in La= 
‘bour are more or lefs finuous; for the Bending of 
‘the Os Sacrum which hangs forwards, with the laft 
_ Jun&ure, or the two laft Vertebre in Women that 
have Loins bent inward and finuous, compofe the 


~ Gibbous Part ftanding out, (as you may fee in the 


Second Figure,) which, in this Cafe, lifts up the 


~ Mouth of the Womb and the Infant’s Head higher, 
fo that the Mouth of the Womb and the Infant’s 


Head is feated higher than the Offa Pubis, in the 
Beginning efpecially, before the Head is depreffed. 
by the Pains, into the Cavity of the Pelvis; where 


fore afterwards the Infant fliding into the Pelvis, 


-muft needs be very much bent and ftreighten’d: 
Which that it may appear more plainly, you may 


look into the 35th Figure, fhewing the fame Po- 

- fture, both of the Infant and the Womb; only inthis 

the Head of the Infant is already fallen down into 

‘the Cavity of the Agee which in the 34th Figure, 
4 f 


being — 


a 
od * 
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being yet faft upon the Os Pubis, could not fallinto 
the Pelvis. . 3 q 
In this 35th Figure, the Infant is reprefented | 
lying upon its Left Side, whofe Head is fallen into 
the “Pe/vis; but where the Head was fixed before, — 


there the Shoulders ftick now, and the Infant en- * 
joying a commodious and free Situation, fexeePe 
only that the Head was prefled upon the Os ubisy) — | 
now it is moft clofely bound up, becaufe the Neck — 
is fo bent that it muft needs be ftrained almoft-be= — 
yond what it can bear; therefore almoftall Intants 
which come this Way muft die, for by this Com- | 
preflion the Nerves of the Neck being too much 
extended, and the Vefiels too much clofed up, the — 
Courfe of the Humours is hindered and ftopped, ~ 
fo that the Infant can live no longer. 4 
Thereforeif any one asks, Why this Infant cannot ~ 
pafs? Lanfwer; For the following Reafons: Firft, — 
Becaufe the Head is detained and Stopped in the © 
narrow Cavity of the Pe/vis, which no Head can 
pafs through, (though it offers itfelf well,) without — 
a Compreffion in fome Meafure violent; but be- 
caufe the Head in this Pofture can neither be de~ 
prefled by the Weight of the Infant's Body, nor by 
the Force of Pains, as long as the Shoulders ftick 
faft wpon the Os Pubis; therefore the Head remains | 
immoveable upon the greateft Force of the Pains, 
and will not ftir an Inch. Secondly, Becaufe the 
Shoulders fo fixed upon the Offa Pubis, cannot fall 
down, until they are freed from that Hinderance 
by the Midwife’s Hand, or the Force of the Pains, 
It feldom happensthat larger Pe/ves,{mall Heads, 
and fmall Hands meet together, as the Cafe re- 
quires; wherefore here the Shoulders cannot ealily | 
be freed by the Hands; for if the Pelvis be fmall, | 
and the Infant’s Head great, none, nay, not the — 
leaft Woman’s Hands, can pafs on the Side of the” 
Head, to free the Shoulders, and draw them down: 
- But if the Woman in Labour hatha large Pe/vis, 
the 


—_ ; 
j 
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the Infant a little Head, and the Midwife {mall 
neat Hands, and fhe ingenious, then it may be 


done, but with a great deal of Pain. f 

The Pains pretling down an Infant fo feated, can 
fearce carry it through, for this Reafon, becaufe 
the Strength of the Woman being {pent by the firft 


Pains, (whilftthey prefied down intothe Pe/vis from 


the Os Pubis) the Pains afterwards are often lef+ 
fen’d, the Head being now fallen down into the 
Pelvis, and the Strength is now fpent, which 


ought rather to be vigorous, to carry the Infant 


through, being fo much bound up; and not only 


_ the Head, but the Shoulders detain’d; now I fay, 


the diminifhed Strength ought to be augmented, 


-and the Pains which now decreafe and grow dull, 


fhould come on quicker and ftronger, to expel and 
drive the Infant quite out; for now a greater Force 
of Pains, and a ftronger Depreffion is wanting than 


before; for’ before the falling of the Head into 
the Pelvis, the Waters, not as yet come -away, 
went before, and, as it were, fhewed the Head the 
~ Way; or it might be, that the Waters dilating the 


Mouth of the Womb, might afford the Head an 


i Opportunity of falling more eafily into the Pelvis; 
 belides, as longas the Waters diftended the Womb, 
_ the Infant being yet alive, might without Difpute 


be cafily moved, and in fome Meafure bent and 


 crooken’d, and thus be prefled into the Pelvis + for 
_ the Infant’s Body preffed its Head, whilft the Body 
was preffed down by the Pains, and the Waters 
. tending downwards, gaveWay, fo that the Head. 
_ might eafily flip off the Bones; but the Waters be- 


ing now come away, the Head being ftraitened in 
the Pelvis, and the Shoulders fixed upon the O//a 
Pubis, how pray will the Pains work upon him? 


_ 'The Womb being cleared of its Waters, lies upon 
the Loinswith its{mooth Part; the Infant full upon 


its Belly in a fmooth Womb, immoveable, the 


| Pains ftrongly et the Mufcles of the Belly 


3 from 
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from before towards the hinder Part, fo that the | 
greateft Force is upon the ttat Part of the Womb, 
which by this Means is more ftrongly prefled to | 
the Loins, and the Infant is bound up more than | 
moved forwards. . What Wonder is it then, ifthe | 
Mufcles of the Belly, (hardened by the Midriff, | 


the Bowels, and the Air contained in them,) can 


force the Infant fo clofely comprefied, fo little for= | 


wards? if they prefs more from the Forepart 


backwards, than from above downwards? Is it : 
any Wonder, if the Infant fo fituated, is either ne= 
ver brought forth, or brought forth dead? and | 
that in a little ‘Time after, the Mother tired with || 


a tedious Labour, expires? 


I afferted above, that in this Pofture the Infant’s 


Head, being fix’d upon the Offa Pubis, might eatier 
be cleared thence, and fall into the ‘Pe/vis, thanthe 


Shoulders fixed there, for Reafonsalledged above; 
to which we might.add, Firft, The Breadth and — 


‘Thicknefs of the Shoulders: Secondly, the Solidi- 
ty of the Shoulders joined with the Breaft; fo that 
they are not fo eatily bent and crookened, as the 


ae 


Head joined to a flender Neck. From this Diffe= 


rence it is eafily underftood, that the Shoulders 
are freed fromthe Offa Pubis, and fall down intothe 
Pelvis, mach more difficultly than the Head. But 
though the Head is much more eafily freed from 


the Offa Pubis than the Shoulders, yet it is by no — 
means to be thought, that it always flips down ea- _ 


iily from thence: On the contrary, fometimes the 
Infant’s Head fticks fo faft, that the Pains can by 
no means drive it down; and that commonly hap- 
pens, if the Membranes are broke in that Place, 


and the Waters flow out almoft infenfibly ; which 
happens, becaufe the Head and the Mouth of the © 
Womb are both firmly prefied upon the Offa Pubis, — 


fo that there is not Room for the Waters to be 


formed broad; which tending downwards thence, — 


find but a fmall Opening for them to pafs through; _ 
eine SSReR: | where @ 
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where the Membrane being ftretched, upon any 


Pain coming on, and extenuated, is at laft broke, 


and then the Waters flow down through that {mall 


Paflage infenfibly, which therefore are called by 
Midwives, aque furtive, or ftealing Waters, becaule 
they go off by Stealth. ‘That thefe Waters flow out 
thus privately, fo that the Midwives perccive 
not when they increafe and break thc, Membrane, 
is occafioned by their Ignorance; there being few 
who haye the true Knowledge of touching a Wo- 


man in Labour‘as they ought; they do not pene- 
trate deep enough, to the Place where thofe Wa- 
_ tersincreafe, therefore they are ignorant, how, or 


where they are formed. ‘They fometimes fit whole 


- Days by Women in Labour, being ignorant of the 


Situation of the Womb, nay, they know nct where 
the Mouth of the Womb is placed, or what offers 
it felf firftin it; a great many cannot diftinguith 
Black fromWhite; but one Thing they know, and 
affirm, that the Infant is yet fufpended or hanged 
too high, (that is, for them,) therefore they. would 
have People wait with Patience, till it falls down; 


an infallible Argument, that they are but unskil- 
ful in the Art of Midwifery, and utterly unfit to 


aflift any Woman in Labour. ‘Uhe Waters being 
come away, the Infant’s Head is much more firm- 
ly prefled againft the Offa Pubis, than before, and 
except it be cleared, may be fo vehemently driven 


- againft it by the Pains, that the Head will retain 


the Mark of the Impreffion, Jike a Furrow, made 
by the fharp Spine of the Offa Pubis, with which 
the Infant may eafily die; the Reafon of which is, 


that violent Pains here may as eafily occafion Da- 
_ mage as yield Athftance. | 


y this.a Phyfician, who makes Confcience of 
what he docs, may know what Harm the 


Medicines may do which he prefertbes to ex=— 


cite Pains; if without the previous Knowledge of 


| | the Situation of the Womb and the Infant, he pre~ 


T 4 - feribes 
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{cribes thofe Things never fo exactly at the Defiré 
of a Midwife, who cannot touch the Mouth of | 
the Womb, being ignorant how and where it is — 

laced. | 
4 Having feen the dangerous Pofition of the Womb 
and Infant, reprefented in the 35th Figure, we 
thall now attentively take a View of the Pofiti-’ 
on exprefled in the 36th Figure, and we fhall fee, : 
that this is fubject to no lefs, but rather more Dan- | 
ger than the former. ‘This 36th Figure reprefents 
the fame Pofition of theWomb, lying flat upon the 
Loins of the Woman long-ways, the Mouth of the 4 
Womb being oppofite to the Os Pubis. ‘The Po& 
ture of the Infant alfo is the fame, only this in — 
this Figure is fupine, and its Head fallen into the 
Pelvis, bent backwards, It may be eafily underftood, =~ 
that the Head of this Infant, before it fell intothe 
Pelvis, prefled upon the Offa Pubis, and had there 
undergone the fame Danger as the other Infant’s 
Head, wherefore in this Pofture is to be confi- 
dered, whatever was obferyed in the former, with 
this Addition, viz. That this Pofture threatens 
more Danger both to the Mother and Infant, than 
the firft, and is more difficultly remedied, for alt 
the Intant’s Members are more commodioufly bent 
forwards than backwards, In the Beginning, the 
Mouth of the Womb and the Infant’s Head being 
fixed upon the Offa Pubis above, and the Mouth of 
the Womb being as yet not fufficiently open, itis 
dificult to know this Pofture by the Touch, anda — 
Woman that is endowed with Ufe and Practice, and 
a tharp Wit, may fometimes be deceived. a 

it may be asked therefore; If one perceives the 

Infant and the Mouth of the Womb thus fituated 
by the Touch, asthis 36th F igure reprefents, (whe= 
ther the Head is yet fixed upon the Offa Pubis 
above, or whether it be already fallen into the Pel 
vis,) what is to be done? I anfwer ; The Head yet 


ly ing 
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tying upon the Offa Pubis, if we have a Mind, may 
‘be brought into the ‘Pe/vis the fame Way, as it was 


inthe 35th Figure. But I would not have fuch 


f 
H 


| 
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| 


| 
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a ‘Thing attempted ; for if the Head fhould fall 


_ into the “e/vis, what then ? how will it be got 


further? That Situation then would be lefs fit for 
paiiing through,,and the Mother and the Infant 


both are expofedto the Danger of Death; for who 
| durft prefently handle the Infant, as if it were 


dead, by pulling it out with Inftruments, when all 
Things which ufe to be Signs and 'Vokens of 


_ Lite, yet remain ? And though the Infant fallen 


down is now fomiferably comprefied, as it 1s fhewn 


_ in the the 36th Figure, yet it may live a long Time 


‘fill: Can any Body in this Pofition bring it away, 


except he handle it as dead ? 


But perhaps fome may ask, If this Pofture is fo 


~ much worfe than the firft, why have you-there af- 


ferted, that the Head isto be brought into the 
Pelvis? whereas, when it is fallen down there, it 
is ftreighten’d in the fame narrow Sivus, with this 


Difference only, that the one Infant is prone, and 
_ the other fupine? Infants are foft and tender; where 


one penetrates, another pafics; Why then do you 
| Beene. fo much Difficulty ? I anfwer, ‘That this 
Pofture is really worfe than the other, and thence 


proceed the Reafons, why I propofe another Me« 


thod than before: And though in the frft Pofture I 
delivered the Method, by which the Head of the 
Infant might be brought into the Pelvis; yet I 


would by no Meansintimate by that, that it feem’d 


more commiodious and advifeable to me: Indeed I 
don’t deny, if that be done carefully in the Begin- 
ing ({uppofing the Infant is tobe excluded with the 
Head firft) that then it may afford the Mother 
and Infant a great deal of Help, the Fwtus may be 
brought forth, if ftronger Pains come on, and the 
Midwives are ready in their Duty and Work: In 
like Manner, this Way at the firft Sight may feem 

very 
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very natural, and very agreeable with that Mes - 
thod in which the Ancient and Modern Au-— 
thors advife Infants to be brought away, whofe — 
Heads were oppofite to the Offa Pubis, tho’ they — 
f{eem’d ignorant of the true Reafon of that Situa~ _ 
tion. J was not willing prefently to propofe a new | 
Method, or to vary from the common Way, left — 
my Propofal fhould feem fingular, and therefore to 
be rejeéted 3 but chofe rather to wait for a better 
Opportunity, where the Thing itfelf might plain- — 
ly {peak 5 wherefore now I fhatl open the Matter | 
more clearly, and fhew what I think of that il] Po- « 
fition both of the Womband Infant, whether prone | 
orfupinely fituated, as they are reprefented in thefe | 
three laft Figures. nied 4 
That I may therefore ingenuoufly explain my — 
Opinion, agreeable to myReafon and Experience, — 
this is it : If Infants offer themfelves prone or fue — 
pine, as they are reprefented to us in thefe three — 
Figures, then it is beft both for the Mother and — 
Intant, who have each need of Help, and for the 
Perfon too that pradtifes Midwifery, if it be never 
permitted, much lefs endeavoured, that the Head 
may fall into the ‘Pelvis ; that is, if they that offi- 
ciate in Midwifery, are feafonably prefent to pre- 
ventit; for though I have above allowed, that an 
Infant fo feated is well turned, that was only ac- 
cording to the general Opinion, and upon Suppo- 
fition, that the Infant is to be brought. forth with 
the Head firft, as all Authors that I know of, be« 
fore me have aflerted, the oblique Pofition of the 
Womb, and its Confequences being not obferved. 
But according to this Method of mince, and the 
true Knowledge of an oblique Womb, I cannot but 
aliert, that this Situation of the Infant is not only 
difficult, but fo difficult alfo, that a more difficult 
cannot be thought of; therefore I pofitively affirm, 
that in fuch a Pofture it is never to be permitted, 
. that 
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that the Head fhould in any wife fall down firft, 
_ becaufe nothing can be thought of more dangerous 
_ than to fuffer, that an Infant fo feated fhould fail 
_ down with its Head foremoft: If all,though never 
| fo many, both ancient and modern Writers per- 
| fwade the doing of it, for me, every one may ufe 
his own Liberty ; I defpife no Body’s Perfon or. 
- Merits; but as it is free for them to offer their 
_ Opinion and Experiments, fo it is as free for me 
to publith mine. — I allow it is much better to re- 
' move the Head from the Os Pubis, and to bring it 
down into the Pe/vis, than to leave it fixed upon 
 thofe Bones, fuppofing only, that the Infant 1s na- 
_ turally (as they fay, that is, with the Head fore- 
'moft) to be excluded ; but if I look upon the 
- great Danger, which both the Mother and in- 


fant are in, by deferring the Birth afterthat Man- 
ner in this Pofture, though they are crouded with 
all forts of little Helps, which ourWriters dictate, 
I cannot be of their Mind altogether; I am fo 
far from commending this Method as the beft, 
that I fhould tremble fo much as to think of it. 

If any one fhould ask me, how the Matter is to 
be handled more fafely ? I anfwer, ‘hat a great 
deal of Care is to be taken, left the Head fall 


‘down into the Pelvis, and all Endeavours mutt be 


ufed, that the Infant be brought forth as foon as 
poffible. If it be ask’d, How? I anfwer, By the 


~ “Method I have already delivered in this Chapter, 
_ viz. by turning the Infant, and drawing it. out by 


theFect : If it be farther ask’d, Whether it be dan- 


' gerous? I anfwer, By no Means; there 1s not 


the tenth Part of the Danger, if the Infant be 


 turn’d, and drawn out by the Feet, as there is, if 


the Head is permitted. to fall down firft, whatever 
Way the Infant offers itfelf, whether fupine upon 


_ the Back, or prone upon the Belly, alive or dead, 


provided the Birth be feafonably and cautioufly 
| Lis per 
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perfected ; then by this Operation, neither the Mos, 
ther nor the Infant are in Danger of their Lives. 
_ But perhaps fome may farther ask, whether by — 
this Operation it may be certainly promifed, that _ 
the Mother and the Infant thall efcape alive ? To ~ 
this Queftion, I anfwer by another; Whether any 
Body can certainly promife, that a Woman, who — 
naturally, that is, the eafieft Way the can, brings © 
forth, fhall efcape alive with her Infant? It 1s © 
enough, if it can be truly faid, that in this Operax 
tion or Verfion, and Extraction of Infants, no- — 
thing is mortal, confidered by itfelt, and if it be 
cautioufly and skilfully managed, that neither the 
Mother nor the Infant are expofed tothe Danger of 
Death, tho’ a more difficult Pofition does not hap- — 
pen in an oblique Womb than that, in which the - 
tnfants come with the Head foremoft; fo that not — 
two other ill Poftures are fo difficult to turn, as 
one of this Kind. “I with that feafonable Verfion 
and Extraction of Infants, in all fuch kind of 111 Po- 
itures of the Womb, prudently enough managed, 
might prevail ; truly an incredible Number of In- ~ 
fants and Women might be faved, who die for 
want of this. What, I pray, fhould be mortal in 
this Method ? This Operation will not be fo fa- 
tal to the Mother 3 for it being made ufe of pre- 
fently in the Beginning of Labour, fo occafions 
much lefs Pain than the other, as you attempt it in, 
‘Time, before the Humours are come away, and the 
Infant by reafonof Drynefs is fhut up comprefled — 
- in the Womb, and the Head is ftreighten’d in the 
‘Pelvis ; for then the Woman in Labour hath three 
_ ‘Times morePain, than if the Turning of the Infant 
_ be tried prefently in the Beginning ; But they dare 
turn an Infant already dead, when the Woman in 
Labour is jufta dying; why then dare they not 
do it fooner, when there is lefs Danger, viz. in the 
_ Beginning of Labour, when the Woman and the 
Infant are yet vigorous ° 7 


~ 
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Some indeed will cafily allow, that this mature 


| Verfion of Infants, may be performed in aW onan 
| in Labour, without Hazard of her Life, but the In- 
| fant will feem to be perhaps in greater Danger 5 


and it will feem more advileable, to follow the an- 
tient Cuftom, by which the Infant is not drawn 
out, except in extream Danger 5 that 1s, if it be 


/ certain that the Infant is dead, and that the Wo- 


man. being tired, wants Strength; fo that without 


_ this laft Help, no Hopes appear of bringing forth 


the Infant ; for Women Midwives, when they fend 


for a Man, and are asked how long the Patient ~ 
hath been in Travel, anfwer, fo long, and add, J 
is certain that the Infant is dead 5 therefore (they 
will fay) it is Time to draw it out; and that acncies 


a thefe Conclufions, that they think the Infant, 
if it isnot already dead, will prefently die, if itis 
drawn out; which Opinion hath taken its Original 


from the Cuftom of unskilful Surgeons, who. are 


ufed with Inftruments, to cut them in Pieces, and. 
draw them afunder, and (to fpeak in a Word) to 
handle them fo, that if they are not already dead, 


5 they muft of Neceflity die quickly: A Method 
_ of excluding very deteftable, and by no Means to 


be approved of! A Hand that is taught by long 


| Ufe and Experience, and well verfed in thofe ge- 
 nital Parts, knows how to openthe Mouth cautiouf- 


ly, and to penetrate afide of the Infant’s Head and. 
its Body, and to find out theFeet, and then at the 


Time, or prefently after the Waters flow out, that 


there is Room enough to turn the Infant fafely to 


_ draw it down, and bring it forth. 


In this Exclufion the whole Matter depends on, 
thefe two ‘Things: Firft, that from the Beginning 
you know how to put afide the Infant’s: Head, 
that you may put in your Hand afide of it ; in this - 


_ moving of the Head, there is need of the greateft 
Attention, that you may do it gently, and gently 


open the Mouth of the Womb, and at the fame — 


"Time. 
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Time move the Head on one Side; if the Handis | 
ine paft the Head, there will be no Danger in | 
coming at the Feet, to draw them down, and | 
bring them out. Laft of all, ‘The greateft Care _ 
isto be taken, that the Head and Arms pafs toge 
ther, which may be done commodioufly, and with= ‘| 
out Danger of Life, after the Manner above men= | 
tioned. From hence therefore I conclude, ‘That in | 
this Pofture a more fecure, fafe, and lefs dangerous 
Method cannot be made ufe of, than if the Infant | 
be turned without any Delay, and be drawn out by | 
the Feet ; that by this Means, and God’s Bleffing, 
the Mother’s and Infant’s Life may be faved. | 


CHAP. XLVIIL 


Of a difficuit Birth, from the Womb's lying too 
mitch oblique ou either Stde. 


. Difficult Birth proceeding from the Womb | 
A of a Woman in Labour too much refupined 
or hanging forwards, being fufficiently illuftrated 
in the foregoing Chapters, we fhall now in this 
Chapter confider a difficult Birth, proceeding from 
aWomb too much obliquated on either Side. But 
left the Chapters fhould be multiplied, we fhall — 
contract thefe two different Poftures into one, that 
we may avoid Confufion from the different Situa- 
tion of the Womb, viz. the one being toomuch ob= 
liquated towards the Right, and the other towards 
the left Side. Firft, we fhall treat of the Situation 
of the Womb too much obliquated towards the 
Right Hand; and then an intelligent Reader will 
ealily apply whatever is faid of this Pofture, to 
the Situation of the Womb too much obliquated. 
towardsthe Left Hand. We fuppofe an Infant to 
be rightly placed inthe Womb, its Head hanging 
: OVER 
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Over the Mouth of it; and that we may confider | 
this Pofture more accurately, let us look into fome 
Signs, by which the Midwife may diftinguifh this 
Pofture. Firft, The Woman in Labour may be 
asked, 1n what Place the feels the Infant move moft, 
and what Part of the Belly is moft pointed and 
hardeft; and that this may be the better known to 
| oH Midwife, the may feel the Belly on the Out- 
fide. 
-  (N.B. We now fpeak of a Womb, whofe Bot- 
‘tom is placed deeper in the Right Side, tending 
_more to the Back, than the Forepart, viz. it is 
| pete deeper in the Side towards the Loins,which 
: think the moft difficult Pofture ; for the Womb, 
being fufpended fomething higher, makes not the 
_ Birth fo difficult as this.) 
But befides thefe Signs, the Midwife may be 
(more certain of this Pofture of the Womb by the 
‘Touch, by which, if fhe tries the Woman in the 
_ Beginning of her Labour, before the prefling Pains 
_ have moved the Womb out of its Place, the will 
_ find, that 


a 


3x. The Mouth of the Womb is fufpended higher. 

' 2. Whence it cannot be touched without Dif- 

im culty. 7 7 

3. She will find it applied tothe Spine of the Left 

| Os Pubis, or Coxendicis, 

4. She cannottouch the whole Mouth of the Womb, 
but only its lower Border. | | | 

g. She cannot come at the lower Part of the In- 

_ fant’s Head, or very little, by the Touch, ex- 
cept by Chance (the Mouth of the Womb being 
not yet pretied ftrongly againft the Spine of the 
faid Bones) there remains Room for one or more — 
Fingers to penetrate betwixt them, and totouch 
the Vertex of the Infant. | 


6. The 
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6. The Midwife may feel the Infant’sHead through 
the Womb and Vagina, but not bare, laid acrofs 
the Pelvis; which Signs being taken together, 
may fatisfy' a Midwife that the Bottom of the 
Womb is feated in the Right Side of a Woe 
man, and fhe muft take Pains enough, if. the 
yy correct this ill Pofture, and ripen a happy _ 
Birth, : | 7 


_. Midwives need not wonder, if I fay, that they 
muft take Pains enough, if they will correct this” 
ill Pofture, and haften a happy Birth; for this Po= 
fture occalions no {mall Inconvenience 5 and that | 
Midwives may know what ill Accidents follow 
from thence, I fhall briefly take Notice of them — 
here. af 
Firft, From this Pofture it neceflarily follows, — 
that the Infant’s Head, as foon as it makes but the © 
leaft opening of the Mouth of the Womb, is faften= _ 
ed upon the Spine of the Left Os Pubis, or Conen= 
dicis 5 fo that the Woman, except fhe is affifted, 
labours a long Time withoutSuccefs; for the Head — 
being fixed upon thofe Bones, cannot go forwards, — 
becaufe thofe Bones cannot give Way 3 whence ~ 
proceeds a long and fruitlefs Labour. 1 : 
_ Secondly, ‘Thence arifes a lurking unfeafonable 
Diftillation of the Waters, becaufe the Mouth of ~ 
_ the Womb along with the Infant’s Head is fhut up © 
by the faid Bones; therefore the Infant’s Head 
or the Humours cannot open the Mouth, neither 
right inthe Middle, nor in the upper Part, but 
can only open.a little of it on the lower Side, of 
find it open; fo that the Head gives Way up- — 
wards, and the Waters by prefling the Membranes 
downwards, break through them where they are 
acuminated, and moft commonly before it is obfer- 
ved by the Midwife ; this they call the Aque fur= — 
tive, Klowing of the Waters by Stealth 9 
 Lhirdlyy © 


die Get 


mt 
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- Thirdly, Tt often happens by this Pofture, that 


the Infant’sRightArm isexcluded,if, forExample, 


- as we juft now faid, the Humours prefs the Mem- 
brane downwards in an acute Form ; then by the 
fame Humours, the Head at the fame! ime is for- 
ced upwards, whence that in fome Meafure is 
-thruft upon the Border of the faid Bones, by which 
Means the Right Hand (if it hangs over the Paf- 
fage) may be brought down into the Patlage, by 
the Waters flowing down, and in Time, it falls 
; eg even to the Shoulder, the Infant being left 
mary. : 
Fourthly, ‘The Arm being thruft forwards thus 
into the Pailage, the Infant’s Head is more and 
_more forced back upwards; fo that the Neck 1s fo 
bent, that (as they ufeto fay) it may eafily be broke, 
that is, the Neck is bent more than the Infant can 
bear, upon which it dies, 
_ Fifthly,'The Crown of the Head by this Mcans 
‘falling againft the Spine of the Os Pubis or Coxen= 
‘dicis, isfo prefied upon that Spine by the violent 
depreffing Pains, that the Brain is broke, and the ~ 
Intant dics before the Birth. : 

Sixthly, Among all thefe ill Accidents, the great- 
eft of all, it is to be feared, is, that after a great 
“many Pains and Labours endured in vain, the Mo- 
ther herfelf dies without bringing forth her Young 5 

for fuffering all, which I have above mentioned, 
‘and being tormented with them very often four, 
five, or fix Days, without any Help, the miferable 
“Woman neverthelefs hath not made an Inch- 
breadth Progrefs towards Birth. Let no Body 
wonder, that I fay, without Help, for the Help of 
Midwives, who are ignorant of the various Pof- 
tures of the’ Womb, and the Way of correcting 
them, and who only make ufe of one or two Fin- 
gers at the moft in the Touch, (as they boaft,) and 
who place all their Hopes in Nature ; I fay, the 
Help of fuch Midwives this Pofture, I account 
.¢ j —s as 
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as none; their Labour is rather a Negledt, andthe | 
true Caufe why the miferable Patient does not feek 
for one that can affift her, being by this Means de+ _ 
ftitute of fufficient Help. } Oe 

All thefe Evils we have mentioned, as the Con= — 
fequences of this oblique Pofture of the Womb, a _ 
prudent Midwife ought to know how to prevent or — 
remedy 5 truly an accurate Attention to Things, _ 
and an unwearied Induftry isrequired, if you would — 
prepare every Thing torahappy Birth; but if any: _ 
one hath undertaken the Office, they ought to fa- — 
tisty the Perfon, as well as their own Confcience, — 
except they will fatally err in. Things that are fo — 
difficult, and where the Life of the Mother and: — 
Infant depends on the faithful Affiftance, which a — 
skilful Practitioner in Midwifery, or a Man-Mid= — 
wife ought to afford to both, as tar as Reafon and 
Experience enable them. 

Suppoling then, thatan Infant wasto be brought — 
forth with the Head foremoft ; if you would de= — 
cently aflift fuch a Woman in Labour, the Matter — 
muft be handledthus. “lhe Woman being placed 
upon a perforated Chair with the upper Part of © 
her Body a little elevated, the Midwife may try — 
by the Touch, whether the Mouth of the Womb 
be vehemently prefied upon the Left Os Pubis or 
Coxendicis, or not: If it be but moderately prefled, 
upon it, the Woman is to be laid down full upon 
the Right Side, a little obliquely, that the Womb: 
may go back again by its ownWeight, and not fall 
- againft thofe Bones, Then the Midwife is to en= 
-deavour to put her Right-Hand Fingers into the 

Womb, or within the Borders of it 5 but it would 
be yet better, if fhe could reach with her Fingers’ 
above the upper Border of the Mouth of the Womb, 
and by this Means try to remove the Mouth of — 
the Wianib alittle, and to bring it down nearer 
to the Cavity of thePe/ois. And that this may fuc- 
eced the better, let her defire fome of ceria ; 
alittle — 
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alittle to raife the Right Side of the Woman, that 
the Womb itfelfmay be raifed by this Means; and 
thus by raifing and letting it down gradually, it 
| hg! be moved forwards into the Pe/vis. 
ut the Midwife muft take care here, left the 
~ Womb, with the Infant’s Head, fhould flip down 
too much ; for tho’ it is not fo dangerous, when the 
_ Head and the fharp Part of the Womb flip toge- 
- therintothe crooked Sinus of the Os Sacrum, tor it to 
 ftick there, as it is for the Womb being fituated 
in a Belly hanging too much forward ; yet it isof — 
much Concern, whether the Head byitfelf falls in- 
to the Sizus, or together with the fharp Point of 
_ theWomb, and the Head alone may be much more 
_ eafily drawn through, than jointly with the Point 
of the Womb ; therefore the Midwife, that the 
may retain the Mouth of the Womb ‘Time enough, 
and high enough, before it defcends too much, 
ought to apply all her Care and Pains, that the 
Head may be fufficiently bared before it comes 
- downward, (as we fhew’d in the foregoing Chap- 
_ ter,) which being done, the Defcent may be allow= 
ed to the whole Birth with lefs Danger. And 
what is to be obferved of the Head of the Infant, 
the fame is to be obferved of the Humours as yet 
to be reduced toa certain Form, before the Mem- 
brane is broke; but when it is broke, the Head 1s 
_ to be treated, as we faid before. But as for the 
~ farther Exclufion of the Infant and After-Birth, and 
- the Purging and Contraétion of the Womb, thofe 
“are tobe done as we have direéted in the foregoing 
Chapter. And though the Head of the Infant in 
this Pofture offers itfelf in fome Meafure bent to 
the Side, becaufe the Womb is fomewhat diftorted, 
there is no need to keep it fo, but it is to be dif- 
_ pofed into a right Pofture, and to be afterwards 
- treated as if it had offered itfelf directly. Befides, 
the Midwife ought to take care, that the Head. of 
the Infant being directed into the Pelvis, theWo- _ 
es | U2 | man’s 


— 


\ 
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man’s Body be in fome Meafure bent with the up~_ 

per Part of the Body towards the Left Side, that | 

the Infant may the better be carried down into the — 

Pelvis by its own Weight. on : 
But perhaps fome will a 


sk, why I perfuade | 
the Woman’s Body to be fo bent, that the In= 7 
fant may the eafier fall down into the Pe/wis, and ~ 
that the Womb alfo will more readily fall down 5 © 
when I but juft now faid, that the Womb was to ~ 
be kep* up by the Midwife, left it fhould fall down ~ 
too much. I anfwer, ‘That it is neceflary, the 7 
Womb with the Infant fhould be ftrongly prefled ~ 
down by its own Weight, and the Force of urging © 
Pains, fo that it may fall down into the Pelvis 5. 
yet neverthelefs the Midwife is to ufe her beft En= > 
deavours to hinder the Defcent of the Mouth of = 
the Womb; for whilft urging Pains deprefs'the © 
Womb and the Infant, and the Midwife keeps up © 
the Mouth of the Womb, Way is made. for the — 
Humours, or the Infant’s Head, (which firft offers) 
to pafs through, and open the Mouth of thi Womb, ~ 
which otherwife, wihout that Depreffion or Re= _ 
tention, would either not at all, or not fo com=_ 
modiouily be done; and fo I think it appears fuf& — 
ficiently, that thefe two Rules, which feem to con — 
tradict one another, agree very well, and confift — 
together. | | 
But if the Surgeon, or Midwife, when the Wo- - 

man 4s tir’d and broken with continual and fruftra- 
ted Labour, is fent for at laft, 1 would advife, that 
without Delay, as much as lics in their Power, 
they would endeavour to turn the Infant, and draw © 
it out by the Feet; for he who is tedious in direct 
-ing the Infant into the Pe/ois, and bringing it 

through with the Head firft, (which carinot fue+ 
cecd without vehement Pains.) expofes both the 
Mother and Infant to extreme Danger, and accord=" 
ing to theProverb, throws them from Charybdis up= 
ov Scylla, (that is, out of one Danger into anothers) _ 

- | 3 theres © 
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‘therefore the Birth is to be haften’d as foon as pof- 
fible, by turning the Infant and drawing it out. 
But if, betides this ill Pofture of the Womb, the 
“Infant alfo is ill turned, I advife the Midwife, if 
. fhe hath obferved it feafonably by the Touch, , 
_ forthwith to bring away the Infant by opening the 
E Womb, breaking the Membranes, turning the In- 
fant, and drawing it forth. | 
_. Perhaps fome may ask ; If the Head being a lit- 
; tle Way from the Patlage, may ealily be brought 
“into it, is it not better to bring the Head firft in- 
to the Pailage, (which commonly Writers advife in 
“any ill Pofture,) than to draw the Infant out by the 
Feet? I fay not : For in this Pofture of the Wom), 
nothing is fafer, and lefs dangerous, than to turn 
the Infant prefently, and draw it out by the Feet. 
‘Whatever others fay, they are not acquainted with 
this Pofture of the Womb; but fappofing the Womb 
was always rightly feated, and that Infants were 
only ill turned in the Womb, they always judged 
“it agreeable, that Infants fhould be brought with 
their Head firft into the Patiage; but they did not 
know, that where an Infant ill turned, in fuch an 
“ill Pofition of the Womb as this is, is brought 
with the Head foremoft into the Pafiage, and. 
drawn out by this Method, that then the Mother 
and the Infant are expofed to much more Danger 
_ of dying before the Disk than if the Infant be 
brought forth by the Feet : For if they had un 
 derftood this well, without doubt they would have 
judged otherwife. ‘Therefore let others ack as they 
pleafe, as long as\I know better, I fhould deal 
treacheroufly thould I not advife, according to 
thefe folid Foundations, that all Infants ill turned, 
“in aWomb ill placed, thould be turned and drawn 
out by the Feet. , Butlet my Meaning be rightly 
—underftood; I fpeak of fuch aWomb which is very 
ill feated 5 I fhould be fo far from perfuading, that 
~anill turned. Infant, in 7 Womb ill feated, thould 
a aa . be 
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be turned fo, that its Head fhould come firft, that 
on the contrary, I do not know a more difficult’ 
Situation of an Infant in a Womb that is oblique, — 
than if the Head offers itfelf firft; and I think all 
other Poftures of Infants whatfoever more commo~ 
dious, than thofe which come with their Head. 
firft, as I have already faid before, becaufe the In= 
fant then cannot be turned without the greateft 
Difficulty. | ee a 
. Whoever allow thefe oblique Pofitions of the 
Womb, as well as myfelf, it will not feem ftrange — 
to them, that I advife all Infants in an oblique 
Womb who are illturned, to beturned, and drawn > 
out by the Feet ; but on the contrary, confidering © 
all the Dangers and Inconveniences, which are 
confequent upon a Birth inthis Pofture, though In- _ 
fants are well turned,they mayeafily comprehend, ~ 
that it is lefs dangerous, if Infants rightly turned, ~ 
are turned otherwife in the Beginning of Labour, 
and drawn out by the Feet, than if the Head be 
brought out firft ; and this any one will the more 
eafily allow, who well conceives in his Mind, what 
I noted before, viz. that the Womb being thus ob- 
liquely fituated on either Side, is alfo moft com-=. 
monly a little diftorted 5 and that it may more ~ 
plainly appear, what I would have underftood by 
that diftorted Situation of an obliquated Womb, I 
fhall explain it more diligently. | 
It is found by all Anatomifts, that the Wombis 
not round like a- Pear, but before towards the Blad= 


_ der, and behind towards the Intefinum Rectum, or 


ftreight Gut, it is plain or flat, and therefore not 
unlike a flat Purfe ftuffed ; nor are the Ligaments 

fixed to the flat Partsof the Womb, but to the Sides; ~ 
and I have obferved, that the Womb of Women ~ 
with Child always, in fome Meafure, retains this 


Form, and therefore is commonly more inclined | 


to fall forwards or backwards than on one Side 5 _ 
befides, the Ligaments holding the Womb on both — 
| ides, # 
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‘Sides, as faft as they can, hinder it from being ob- 
liquated on either Side; fo that it 1s often firft 
bent backwards, and then by Degrees flides to one 
Side or the other; and if it happens that the 
Womb (as it fometimes does) flides more than 
ordinary on oneSide, then it muft needs be diftort- 
ed; for by reafon of its flat Form, it always tends 
“ofits own Accord towards its flat Side, which if 
-ithappens when the Womb of a Woman in Labour 
is feated in the Side, in refpect of its natural Si- 
tuation, it is diftorted. _ 
Every one that hath a found Judgment, may now 
_confider the Confequences of this Situation 3 and 
it will eafily appear, that an Infant (if it comes 
with the Har foremoft) muft needs fall down in« 
to the Pelvis with its Head obliquely 5 and though 
a difcerning Midwife obferving this, fhould bring 
the Head direétly into the Pelvis, yet the Shoulders 
following it, muft needs fall upon the Pelvis acrots, 
in that Part where it is narrower; fo that they 
cannot pafs into it without fome Obftruction, and. 
confequently the Infant will be diftorted in the 
Paffage; all which requires the Force of violent 
Pains. He who throughly confiders this Pofitior, 
will eafily perceive that the Pains, however vio= 
lent, will fignify but little to force the Infant for= 
“wards fo fixed upon the Bones, and therefore fif 
the Pains are few and flow, and the Woman weak 
and enervated,) the Mother and the Infant muft be 
in dangeroftheir Lives; and confequently it muit be 
~ much fafer when the Womb is fo feated, to opea 
it in the Beginning of the Labour, to break the 
Membrane, to turn the Infant, and draw it out by 
the Feet, rather than fuffer it to come with the 
“Head foremoft, and the Mother and Infant to dic. 
in that Condition. Inthe mean Time, I have de- 
livered the Method of bringing the Mouth of the 
Womb and the Infant’s Head into the Pelvis, and. 
alfo of helping and promoting the Infant's Birth, 
| U4 __-becaute 
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becaufe I would not be Wanting, either to Women 
in Labour or Midwives, who can fearce forfake ® 
their antient Cuftoms, in advifing them to take — 
the beft Way ; by which their antient Cuftoms, — 
they may poflibly obtain their defired Ends, if i. 
the Work proceeds well. But if any one will judge — 
of the Work only by the Rule of Reafon and : 
Truth, IT again affirm to him, that in this Polition mY 
of theWomb, in what Manner foever the Infant 
offers itfelf, it is the beft Way prefently to deliver | 
the Woman of her Child, by turning the Infant, 
and drawing it out by the Feet. 


An Explanation of the XXXVUth, and 
| XAXVITIth Figures, 


Figure XXXVIL 
aaa 'Vhree of the Vertebre, - 
b The Left Os Iium, which only appears 
here, becaufe the Right is covered with 
_ ithe Womb and the Infant, hs 
¢c¢ The Offa Pubis, — . 
«da "The Seat-Bones, 
ee ‘The Cavities, in which the Heads of the 
TUhigh-Bones are turned. 

Ff. The Circumference reprefenting the Pelly. 
g& The Circumference of the Womb, whofe Bots 
if tom is feated in the Right Side, but the 

i Mouth of it lies againft the Lett Os Iium 
f° sand Pubis, : : 
> = "The Infant prone intheWomb, its Head bes 
4 ing fixed upon the Os Tum and Pubis, 
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4@. ‘The Umbilical V ein or Nayel-String, 4 
& The After-Birth, i 
Figure 
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Figure XXAVIN. 


aaaaa Vhe Vertebre. 
bb The Left Os Ilium, or Hip-Bone. 
‘¢ The Cavity, in which the Head of the Thighs 
s Bone is turned. 
dd The Seat-Bones. 
‘ee The Ofa Publis. 
Et f aa Circle, reprefenting the Place of the 
elly. . 
The Plate of the Navel. 
bb The Circle of the Womb, whofe Bottom 1s 
feated in the Right Side, commonly tending 
to the Forepart. . 3 | 
/¢ ‘The Infant in the Womb, whofe Head is 
| fallen down into the Paflage, near the Lett 
4 Os Ilium. | 
k The After-Birth, 

_¢ The Umbilical Vein. 


A further Explanation of the SAX XVIIth and 
| XXXVILIth Pigures. 


_ 'The 37th Figure reprefents to us an oblique 
Womb, whofe Bottom is feated in the Right Side, 
tending more to the hindmoft than the fore Parts 
_ wherefore its Mouth or Entrance ts fixed againit 
the Left Os Pubis and Vium, On the contrary, the 
~ 38th Figure thews an oblique Womb, whofe Bot- 
 tomin i Manner is feated in the Right Side, but 
| fallen thto the Belly, more forwards, for which 
 Reafon the Entrance of it lies againft the Os Cox- 
_ endicis higher, near the Vertebra of the Loins, o¢ 
the Os Sacrum; the Infants in both Wombs lie with: 
their Heads againft the Mouth, but one of the, 
Infants turns its Belly, and the other its Back to= 
wards us. The Infant in the 27th Figure, fticks faft 
: iy oe be te 
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to the Bones, and it is yet doubtful, whether its _ 


Head will flide above or below the Os [ium As 


long as the Infant continues in this Pofture, the 


Humours and the Head’ cannot make an effece 
tual Prefiure upon the Mouth of the Womb, be= 


caufe their Force is fpent upon that Bone, whilft ~ 


the Infant’s Head continues fixed upon the Bones — | 
but if the Head tends a little upwards, then it paf- 
fes by the inward Border of the Os Tium, or Pubis a 


io that it is oblique, and cannot come into the — 


Entrance or the Mouth of the Womb; but rather | 
the Shoulder, the Hand, or Elbow, offers it felf y 


in the Paflage, as you may fee in the 21f F igure. 
The 18th F igure Hevte us a Pofture of the Womb 


like this 38th, with this Difference, that there the r 
Infant is placed fupine, with its Face lying againft _ 


the Mouth of the Womb, and confequently againtt 
the Os Coxendicis, which Pofture of the Womb and 
Infant, may be reckoned amongft the moft dange- 
tous which can be thought of. In the 22d Figure, 


we alfo fee the Pofture of the Womb obliquated 


towards the Right Side, in which the Infant lies 
bent inwards; nor do any of its Members offer 
themfelves in the Paflage; and therefore nothing 
befides the Waters can open the Mouth of the 
Womb fufpended fo high, that the Midwife 
cannot eafily touch it, and the Infant feldom falls 
down, but fticks in this Pofture above the Pe/- 
vis, evento the Death of the Woman in Labour; 
for the Humours being come away, it is clofely 
tied up there. The 25th Figure alfo reprefents a 
much like Pofture of the Womb, obliquated towards 
the Right Side, and very much fallen down, in 
which the Infant is placed tranfverfe, nor can any 
Thing but the Waters be perceived in the Paflage 
by the ‘Touch. 

The oblique Pofitions of the Womb, are ei- 
ther not at all, or feldom known to Midwives, 


nays 
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nay, they have not the leaft Knowledge how or 


"where the Mouth of the Womb is placed, or what 
~ offers it felf in it firft; further, they are often ig- 


~ norant, whether the Membranes are broke, which 


they did not perceive to fwell, much lefs to be 
broke; therefore being ignorant what to do, they 


fit or lie down with the Women in Labour; and 


though they are prefled with fucceflive Pains, yet 


the Midwives neglect them, and can be three, or 


- r 


four, or more Days with them, without aflording 


any more Help than one that is unborn; the Rea- 


fon of which is, becaufe they can perceive nothing 
by the Touch; and therefore they can do nothing, 


_and they are afhamed to ask Affiftance, though they 


- know never fo well, and are convinced in their 


which will be a Warning, not only to them, but 


Confcience, that they cannot affift the Woman; 
nay, they hinder them from fending for a faithful 


 Affiftant, under Pretence, that nothing can be 


done, and that they muft wait with Patience, and 


that the Birth is only to be expected from God | 


Almighty; and upon this Account they make De- 


i lays, till both the Mother and Infant expire. But 


if the Woman’s Husband, or the W omen that ftand. 


p by, knew better the Danger of this Pofture of the 


Womb and Infant, they would not quietly bear it 
fo long, that the miferable Woman fhould be fo 


 deferted, and be deftitute of all Help, nor would 
defer feeking for it to the laft Extremity; but 


would rather feek for Affiftance, after the Method 
we have laid down in the foregoing Chapters; for 


in all oblique Poftures of the Womb, whether the 


Tnfants are turned well or illin them, Time is not 
to be fpent idlely, but the Birth of the Child is to 
be haftened without Delay, as we fhall demonftrate 
in the following Difcourfe; where, in a peculiar 
Chapter, we fhall give Information to all Huf- 
bands, and thofe that are near Women in Labour, 


all 


- 
» 
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all Phyficians fent for to fuch Women, that they 
may know how to conform themfelves to that, as 
toa certain Rule, and faithfully difcharge their” 
Confcience in affifting the Woman and Iniant. T_ 
doubt not, but by this Means T thall provoke the» 
Hatred and Contempt of a great many, (efpecially 
of that Sort of People who are ignorant and fuper= 
cilious,) who do not throughly underftand the 
Art, and therefore refute to give an Account of 
their Actions, rather talking craftily totheir Neigh= 
bours, than fpeak the Truth, or contefling their Ig- 
norance. But I am refolv’d, that by thisWriting, 
I will not fawn upon any Body for their good Will, _ 
‘nor fhall I fear their Hatred or Railery, but fhall — 
place my Confidence in God and the T ruth, ins _ 
’ forming Men as much as I can; that it may appear 
to every onc, to whom God hath given a found 


4 
a Mt 
: 


Judgment, what is required in the Art of Mid= 


wifery. Hewho knows how to do his Bufinefs, — 
will not be afraid to do it before the Face of all 
Men; but he who does not well underttand ifs; 4 
always endeavours to conceal what he does; there- 
fore in the following Chapter, as briefly as I can, 

{ thall defcribe, how a prudent Midwife ought to 
treat a Woman in Labour, and how thofe that are 
near and ftand by, may know, whether a Midwife 
underftands her Bufinefs well, and does her Duty; 
{o that they may altogether depend upon her Ac= 
tions. But before we put an End to this Chapter, 
we fhall brienly treat of the various Poftures of. 
the Womb, by which one is’ more obliquated ; 
than another, of which we haye fpoken in the 
foregoing. Jag 


Of the Womb vavrioufly obliquated. 
Hitherto we have confidered the Womb in its’ 


-mott oblique Pofture, viz. prone or fupine, incli- _ 
ned. 


—— c 7 
eget a? Ce oe 


ay, 
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ned tothe Right Hand orthe Left; which four-fold 


“Situation, if we compare to the four Cardinal 
Winds, the Ea/?, South, Weft, and North, then we 
"may compare the reft of the oblique Poftures to the _ 
other Points of the Compafs; for the Womb may. 
“be ill turned every Way, and like a Magnetick, » 
Needle, run quite round. ) 
__ Now although the Womb being lefs oblique, 
does not occation fo difficult a Birth, as when it is 
more obliquated; yet it is a great Impediment, e- 
“fpecially to thofe Women, whofe Midwives have 
no Knowledge of an oblique Womb, by which 
they may know how to reftore it into its true Situ- 
‘ation. Andif fuch, at the laft, by a lucky Chance 
‘bring forth the Infant, cither alive or dead, it is 
only by Chance, and not by their Ingenuity; they 
make 'T’rials to perform the Matter feveral Ways, | 
putting the Woman firft in one Pofture, then in 
~ another; and if all their Art proves at laft in vain, 
_ their laft Remedy and Refuge is, to wait with Pas 
tience.  Laft of wall, if Things happen well, the 
Woman brings forth, after fhe hath been in a great 
~ deal of ‘Torture many Days and Nights; and thea: 
the Midwife is juft as wife, or rather continues as. 
dull as before; not knowing what.was the Caufe 
_ of fuch long Labour, or what at the laft was. the 
Reafon of the good Succefs; in the mean Time the 
_ pertuades herfelf, that fhe hath done her Work 
_ notably; yet with all the Art fhe hath learn’d, or. 
__ Pains fhe hath taken, what Good or Harm it did, 
_ fhe does not know; wherefore the always proceeds 
' the fame’ Way. But how miferable is the Condi- 
tion of thofe W omen,who are in the Hands of fuch 
- fort of Perfons? : 
I defire again and again, that no Midwife | 
— would think I direct what I fay, to her in particu- 
ar, or take it amifs; I profefs, it is by no Means 
~ my Defign to bring any one of them particularly 
tuto 
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nto ill Will, of Sufpicion; I only lay open thofe 
Faults which have been too frequent, fhewing, 
what Mifchiefs they occafion; that what they 
have done amifs, may be mended for the future,. 
having learn’d better; nor do I defpife or hate any 
Body, I rather defire to. inform the Ignorant and _ 
young Beginners, either by Words or Writing 5 
though before they think or fpeak ill of me, I only 
with one Thing, that all good Perfons, who did’ 
amifs whilft ignorant, may know by what I write, © 
how to mend their Faults; and that all confiderate # 
People would look to themfelves, their Neigh- £ 
bours, or deareit Relations, leaft wanting Help in — 
the greateft Danger, they undergo moft violent 
Pains, becaufe they did not fend for prudent Mid 
Wives. 
But perhaps fome will fay or think, that I "4 
write this only for that End, that I may fell what _ 
J write; but I think I can truly fay, that I had. 
no fuch Vhought: I thank God that he hath given ~ 
me Knowledge enough of Arts and Sciences, to - 
provide for my felf and Family, what is fafficient — 
for Food and Cloathing, that I have no Occafion _ 
- to feck the Means of living by practifing Midwife- 
ry3 I do not defire others fhould be prefled withfuch + 
Miferies, as to ftand in need of my Help. Inthefe ~ 
Matters I covet no Body’s Thanks, nor defire their f 
Commendations; I fhould thank God, if fo many / 
Women would be informed and made ft for their - 
Bufinefs by what I write, that no Body might 4 
want Help. Inthe mean’Time, Ithinkmy {elf ob- ~ 
liged to be ferviceable to the Good and Safety of | 
my Neighbour, with the Gifts that God hath 
granted me, efpecially when Life is concerned: I 
ingenuoutly confefs, if I find People fo far impro= _ 
ved by thefe Inftruétions, as by following my Me- — 
thod of practifing Midwifery, to preferve a great. 
many Womens and their Infants Lives, as I bes 
lieve 
I 
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Nieve they may, then I shall not repent of my Pains 
‘or Time; but fhould rather give God ‘Vhanks, 
that he hath given me Leave to difpofe of my Ta- 
den: for the Good of my Neighbour. But. let us 
Sake to what we propofed, and fee by what 
‘Signs a Midwife may know the Nature of aWomb 
defs obliquated, and how to correét any Situation 
“of fuch aWomb. nt a ei, 
__ All Poftures of the Womb whatever, lefs ob- 
ee (whether it be more or lefs prone, or refu- 
‘Pine, or more or lefs tending to one Side,) are well 
tried by the Touch; for the Mouth of the Womb - 
alwaysthews a Sign of its Pofture to a prudent and. 
‘experienced Midwife; but, as we have already 
faid, there is need of previous Experience and. 
Judgment; fo that a Midwife cannot altogether 
make a true Judgment by the Touch, who does 
not know the whole Shape of a Woman’s Pelvis, 
as alfo the Situation of the Bladder, the Inte/tinum 
Redum, the Vagina or Neck, and of the Womb it 
felf, before and about the Time of Impregnation; 
alfo, how the Secret Parts of Woman anfwer the - 
Pelvis, €3c. For one that is unskilful in thefe 
things, can neither diftinguifh what is fublime, 
deprefled, dire&, or oblique, prone, or fupine, 
but labours under a perpetual Confufion of 
‘Thought; for though they conceive Thingsright« 
dy in their Minds, becaufe they have before often 
dooked into the Frame of a Woman’s Body, yet 
without Experience they may err, and be deceived 
‘by doubtful Judgment, till, at the laft, Ufe and 
Experience have confirmed a certain Judgment to 
-difcern. | ee : 
_ The Mouth of the Womb is always placed op- 
pofite to the Bottom; if therefore a Midwife 
‘Knows exactly the Situation of the Mouth of the — 
Womb rightly placed, fhe may alfo know how 
gnuch that differs inan oblique Womb froma He 
{= 
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Situation, and whether it is oblique more, or Iefs,” 
whence fhe will cafily judge in what Place the! 
Bottom of the Womb is feated. When the Place 
of the Bottom of the Womb and its Mouth is 
known, fhe confequently knows the Difpofition of 
the reft of it. | a 

An underftanding Midwife may eafily find out” 
the Reafon or Manner of reftoring any Womb” 
that is lefs oblique, if fhe minds well, how a7 
Womb moft obligue is reftored ; fo that one fol- 
lows from the other; therefore I think it a 
fluous, to infift any more upon that, efpecially 
fince my Defign is not to fwell the Bulk of this! 
Book. , q 

But here perhaps fome may ask, If Infants” 
offer themfelves ill turned in a Womb lefs oblique, © 
what is then moft fit to be done? ‘To this I an=— 
fwer, That in-any oblique Pofture of the Womb- 
which is fomething confiderable, i: is moft advife=~ 
able to. turn Infants that are ill turned, and to” 
draw them out by the Feet. But Infants offering ~ 
themfelves rightly turned in a Womb that is but — 
a little oblique, need not be turned nor drawn { 
out by the Feet; but then the Midwife is to ftu-~ 
dy to reftore the Womb into its right Pofture, ” 
‘and to quicken the Paffage of the Infant; for in © 
this Cafe it is lefs dangerous, if you fuffer Infants © 
to come with their Head foremof, than if the — 
Womb was oblique to the higheft Degree; there= 7 
fore an Infant offering his Head firft ina Womb” 
that is but a little oblique, is by no Means to be 7 
ftopped ; but the Midwife is to take all Care and | 
Pains, that it may pafs eafily. ‘ 
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CHAP, XLIX. 
The Midwife’s Shield and Index, or a Re- 


capitulation. 


QUINCE T have write this Book with an 
_earneft Defire, that it might not only be 
ferviceable in,inftruéting Men as well as Women, 
that practife Midwifery, how they may exercife 
their Art according to the folid Ponatations of 
‘ttue Knowledge; but alfo that it might be a 
Clear Evidence, that the Art of Midwifery does 
not depend on a flight and weak Foundation, or 
if it hath been infamous hitherto amongft fome 
undef this Charaéter, it may not feem fo for the’ 
future to any Practitioner who handles the Matter 
according to thefe new Foundations of Truth: 
I perfuade my felf, that I have demonftrated 
the Caufes of an eafy and difficult Birth fo evi- 
dently and clearly to an impartial Judge, thatthey 
cannot be obfcure to any one, who is inftructed 
with any clear Knowledge of the Genital Parts, 
as they are reprefented in this Book: On the 
contrary, every Man or Woman that compre- 
hends thefe Demonftrations well, will be able to 
judge by ftrong Arguments, whether the feafo- 
nable Time is come of bringing forth an Infant 
by the Art of Midwifery, or not; whence it con- 
fequently follows, Firft, That a Midwife (the © 
State of Things being made known to the Wo- 
man in Labour, or thofe that are near her) may 
adminifter Help with the greateft ‘Tranquility of 
Mind, leaving off when ’tis proper, or working 
“when her Work is requifite. Secondly, The Re- 
tations may with the pay Satisfaction, ates 
an 
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and wait, whilft the Midwife treats the Woman : 
in Labour, doing whatever is neceflary to be — 
done. Fe 
Nothing can ever be more grievous to a Mid= — 
wife, than to be inftruéted and murmur’d at, and — 
fufpecéted; fo that if the Labgur fucceeds profpe= 
roufly, it is chiefly afcribed to Fortune; but if 
it hath an Event contrary to Expectation, fhe that 
works is blamed, though fhe not only took all” 
the Pains fhe could, but managed with Care and | 
Prudence: The Beginning of this Miftruft and Suf-_ 
picion chiefly arifes from hence, viz. that fhe 
that officiates, endeavours to conceal her Art and” 
Science, chiefly, that under this Pretence, fhe 
may hide her Ignorance; which is the Caufe,” 
that, whilft others take Notice of it, whatever 
fhe fays is fufpected, efpecially if fhe anfwers” 
doubttfully to thofe that ask her Queftions; fo. 
that they cannot clearly conceive in their Minds” 
a true Idea of ‘Things, perceiving, that the Perfon 
officiating is confufed in herWords and Thoughts, 
and is doubtful of what fhe does, trying firft 
one Thing and then another, and often makes 
Miftakes: Hence, I fay, arifes a Sufpicion and 
Miftruft, either that the Woman does not fuffici-— 
ently underftand her, Bufinefs, or wants Ufe and 
_ Praétice to enable her to perform it: But if any 
one tells her plainly how the Matter is, and ex=. 
plains the true State of it, that thofe that are 
concern’d, may underftand when to be quict, and 
when to act; then the one: may quictly wait, 
and fuffer the other to perform the Work fedate= 
ly. ‘This is the End, to which I heartily with the 
Matter at laft may be brought. ‘Therefore I 
beg one Thing of the Giver of all good Things, 
that he would fo govern my Mind and Under- 
ftanding, that what I write may promote this 
ais Practice — 
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Practice every Day, to the great Good of the 
‘Commonwealth. . } 

But that this mutual Confidence may take 
Place betwixt the Perfon who gives Afliftance,’ 
and the other who is affifted, it is requifite that _ 
both fhould have a diftinét Apprehention of the 

Matter, knowing what Things promote or hin- 
der the Birth, and confequently what is to be 
done or omitted; which Knowledge may eatily 
‘be acquired by often reading this Book, by one 
-who hath a found Judgment, and is attentive; 
efpecially if he hath often viewed a human Skele- 
‘ton with accurate Attention, that by this Means, 
according toour Figures, hemay form in his Mind 
‘a perfect Conception of the Pelvis and its Bones, 
which is the readieft Way to underftand the reft 
diftin@ly and clearly ; then every one may make 
ufe of his own Eyes and Judgment, to know 
what the Midwife ought to do, and what ought 
to be omitted. 3 

I know that few Midwives will approve of 
what I fay; but I know that no Body but thofe 
that are ignorant, will flight or reject it; being 
fare, that if People would follow this Coun- 
fel, they might give an Account of their Actions; 
and fince they know, that they have nothing to 
‘fay to the Matter, therefore they are baffled and 
-expofed to the Ridicule of other People; fo that 
they not only lofe their good Name, but they 
“are employ’d by no Body for the future, as not 
knowing how to perform their Duty. But what 
do Iadvife? It is better, that a Midwife fhould 
ibe expofed in her Reputation, than that the Mo- 
ther and Infant fhould be expofed to the Danger 

of their Lives, or perifhthroughher Ignorance. I 
am in hopes, that this Advice will oblige moft 
“Midwives, whether they will, or no, to a clofer 
AS Study 
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Study of this Art, out of fear leaft their Ignorance 
fhould appear to the Vulgar, and bring them in=_ 
to Contempt; but prudent and fentible Mid-_ 
wives, following my Advice, will find that they 
will go about and perform their Work with a 
great deal more Dexterity and Commendation. 
‘Therefore I advife Perfons of every Degree and” 
Sex, by frequent Reading, to obtain a folid 
Knowledge of the true Caufes (the moft Gene- _ 
ral and Principal) of a difficult Birth, that by the — 
Means of that Knowledge they may examine © 
Midwives when they are fent for, whether the ~ 
Birth will be eafy or difficult 5 that ic may be” 
confidered prefently in the Beginning, whether 
the Woman in Labour is to be delivered by Na= 
ture, or the Help of Art: And I advife all pru=_ 


1 


dent Midwives, who make a Confcience of what — 


sf 


_ they do, ‘that prefently in the Beginning, as foon — 
as they have tried the Woman by the Touch, 
they would explain how Things are, to the 
Woman herfelf, or to thofe that are about her, 
without Circumlocution or Equivocation, and — 
without Deceit or Flattery; that at the laft it” 
may appear by the Event, that they have done — 
their Bufinefs prudently and faithfully; and truly 
fT am perfuaded, that thofe that do their Office — 
after this Manner, will be regarded both byGod — 
and Man, though they cannot efcape the Envy 
of ill People. | 7 = 
Therefore firft of all, the Midwife, after a 
fhort Examination, ought to try the Woman by — 
the ‘Touch immediately, as we have often faid in 
this Book. If the Midwife negleéts this, it is 
intolerable, and the moft certain Sign of Igno= 
Yance or Infidelity, commonly proceeding from — 
Sloth and Pride, as if, though the had never tried 
at, dhe knew the Matter well enough; when at 
| them 
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the fame ‘Time fhe is ignorant of every Thing, 
as if fhe did not at all know, or did not fear the 
‘Dangers of an obliquated Womb. 

The Woman being tried by the ‘ouch, the 
Midwife is to gain her Knowledge by that 
Means of the Situation of the Womb, and what 
may follow thence; therefore if any one asks 
an Account of her, fhe ought to tell them the 
Place of the Mouth of the Womb; whether 
it be fituated above the Middle of the Pe/uis, or 
before the Of Publis, or backwards towards the 
Be thte, or Os Sacrum, or in the Right or Left 

ide. 

If the Midwife aflerts, that the Mouth of the 
Womb is feated over the Middle of the Pelvis 
open, fhe may alfo thew, how much it is open, 

and what offers it felf firft in the Paflage, whe- 
ther the Head or any other Parts, or whether 
the Waters are protuberant. | 

Tf the Crown of the Infant’s Head is feated in 
the Paffage of the Mouth of the Womb, and 
the Mouth of the Womb is above or in the 

Pelvis, there is no need of working, but fhe is. 

only to wait, till Nature, by the Force of Pains, 
~ excites the Woman to Labour; there is no Dan- 
ger now in ftaying, all Things will go well tll 
the Pains come on, which, till they ceafe, or are 
dull, there is no need for the W oman to be tired 
with Labour, but fhe may fecurely expect the 


the Force of the Pains. 


If the Mouth of the Womb be placed above 
the Middle of the Pelvis, the Midwife alfo will 
fhew, whether it is feated higher or lower; as 
higher, itis an Argument of a great Head, ora 
fall Pelvis: On the contrary, if it is funk low= 
er, it is a Sign of a {mall Head or a large Pelvis, 

| K'3 | and 


ik 
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and the latter promifes an eafier Birth than the. 
former. | | 
If the Mouth of the Womb is placed in the 
Middle of the Pe/vis, and the Crown of the Head 
is not felt init: On the contrary, if the Head 


offers itfelf obliquely, or with the Face firft, or i 
the Navel-String, or a Foot comes afide of the _ 
Flead, you may be fure that the Midwife cannot — 


fit down idle without helping the Woman in: 


Labour ; which, if the is ignorant of what is to | 
be done in this Cafe, then the is not Miftrefs of — 
her Butinefs;. for then the ought not to be idle, _ 


till all other Members and Parts being removed, 


the Head only turns in the Paflage. It would — 


be better if only the Crown of the Head were 


in the Paflage; yet if the Face only breaks fore _ 


cibly into it, it is better to let it come into ~ 


the Paffage, than to move it away violently 5 


violently, I fay, otherwife if it may be moved 
gently, and without Danger of rubbing or hurt- 
ing it, and -that the Crown of the Head may be 


brought forwards, then a confiderable Step is, 


made. | 

If the Midwife, who before had told, that 
this or that Part offer’d it felf near or before the 
Head in the Pailage, foon after, without much 
Lofs of Time fays, that fhe hath brought the 


Head only forwards, or, (if the cannot do other- | 


wifc,) with the Face foremoft into the Paflage 


then fhe hath done well, and behaved heriel? 


prudently; but if fhe makes long Delays, and. 


it is obferved, that the Member offering it felf — 


along with the Head, (whether the Hand, or the 
Foot, or the Umbilical Vein, Sc.) comes for= 
wards, and that the Midwife cannot put it back, 
nor prevent its falling further forwards, then fhe 
does not underftand her Bufinefs, except fhe be 


hine 
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“hindered by the Force of continual Pains, that 
‘Time is not allowed her to thruft the Part back 
that comes along with it; and when the, Pains. 
are fo quick, there is not fo much Danger; if up- 
on the Waters fuddenly flowing out, and the 
Membranes being broke, fhe can prefently put 
Things in order after the Waters are come away 5 
but if when the Pains be flow and-faint, fhe does 
not know as yet, how to put back the-Part that 
offers it felf behind the Head, fhe is unskilful, and 
‘tis to be feared, how fhe will go on with her 
Bufinefs; therefore her Management is not to. 
‘be confided in, or trusted to. | 
‘When the Mouth of the Womb is directed in- 
to the Pelvis, if the Midwife fays, that fhe can 
“neither feel the Head nor the Buttocks by the 
Touch, and that nothing offers it felf in the Paf- 
fage befides the Waters, which begin to prefs 
forth; thofe are Signs of a difficult Birch; there. 
fore if you are not fearful of trufting to your 
Midwife’s Dexterity, it is well; otherwife 
one more able is to be fought for, or a skilful 
Surgeon that practifes Midwifery is to be made 
ufe of; for the Infant comes acrofs, wherefore 
the Head is to be brought into the Paflage, 
prefently after the Waters flow out; or the 
{nfant is to be drawn out by the Feet, except 
you will hazard both the Mother’s or the Infant's 
Life. 

If the Mouth of the Womb tends direétly 
towards the Middle of the Pelvis, but inftead. 
of the Head, only one Hand, a Foot, a Knee, 
an Elbow, the Navel-String, or a Hand, and Feet 
offer themfelves, you mutt expect as dangerous 
Work as I juft now warned youof. ‘Therefore 
you mutt confider, whether you can entirely de- 
pend on the Midwife there prefent, If you can, 

| 7 44 you 
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you may be eafy; if not, you mut fend with) 


all Speed for fome Body elfe, except you will ha-— 


zard the Lives both of the Mother and Child, 
who may be preferved, if duly affifted immedi-+ Y 


ately after the Waters are come away. 


If the Mouth of the Womb being conveniently _ 
feated over the Middle of the Pelvis, the Infant’s _ 
_ Breech offers it felf firft, then there is lefs Dan= 
- ger, fince with ftronger Pains it may be brought _ 


forth complicated or folded together; but if the 
Midwife underftands her Bufinefs well, the may 
eafily change the Situation of the Infant when 


Pe 
. . ee os ot 


the Waters are ready to come away, and bring — 


the Feet into the Paflage, which will make the 4 


Birth eafier. 


If the Mouth of the Womb being rhe Seg rae sy, i] 


ly feated above the Middle of the ‘Pelvis, only 


is 


one, or both Feet offer themfelves, then there is _ 
little Danger, if the Midwife is dexterous; fince — 
fhe may eatily join the other Foot to that which z 
offered it felt; which if fhe cannot tell how to 


do prefently after the Waters come away, then 


fhe does not underftand her Bufinefs, and puts © 
the Mother in Danger, and the Infant much more; _ 


for this, though at laft it come away alive, yet 


it may cafily be hurt, or have its Loins broke or 


diflocated, except it is bent cautioufly, whilft it — 
is brought into the Paflage; for the Hip-Bone of — 


Infants coming forth this Way, is eafily diflo- 


cated, except they are conveniently handled, — 


whence afterwards they always are lame on one 
Rides kao? : | 

If the Midwife, after the Touch, fays, the In- 
fant is feated too high yet; and cannot tell 
how or in what Place the Mouth of the Womb 


is placed, or what offers it felf firft, faying, it is 


too foon yet,.-we muft wait till the Womb and 
‘ 7 : hile the 


| m4 
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the Infant fall down lower, before thefe Things 
can be known ; in the mean’lime if it is obferv- 
ed, that the Woman is ftirred up to Labour by 
her Pains, then they ought not to be eafy under 
that Delay; for by that the Midwife endea- 


yours to hide her Ignorance, hoping that after« 
wards all Things may by Chance have a happy 


Tflue, but perhaps they may happen ill; there- 
fore a skilful Midwife, or a Surgeon that prac- 
tifes Midwifery, is to befought; for ‘tis anArgu- 
ment, that the Mouth of the Womb is fufpended. 
high, viz. becaufe the Womb is feated oblique- 


“ly, or the Infant offers itfelf ill turn’d in the 


Womb: Both may be moft commodioufly cor- 


‘yected prefently in the Beginning’; but Delays 


expofe both the Mother and Infant to. the 
Danger of Death 5 therefore fhe muft be watch= 
ful. | 

If the Midwife fays, the Mouth of the Womb 


Gs not feated over the Middle of the Pelwis, but 


forwards to the Os Pubis, or backwards towards 
the Os Sacrum, or is turned too much towards 
the Offa Coxendicis in the Side, then Danger is at 
Hand; therefore it is ask’d, whether the Mouth 
of the Womb only tends a little towards thofe 
Bones, or whether it declines much that Way, 
and lies higher againft them? If it tends but a 
littlethat Way, then there is lefs Danger; and if 
the Midwife is well experienced, the will do 
the Bufinefs, and without Delay will finith the 
Matter; but if fhe talks of making Delays, 


committing the Matter wholly to Nature, then 


fhe is unskilful or flothful, and is not to be truft- 
ed ; but a more skilful Midwife, or a Surgeon 
is to be fought in'‘lime 5 for delaying is dange- 


* yous. 


‘If 
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_If the Midwife fays, that the Mouth of the 
Womb is placed againft this or that Bone, high. 
and very faft, then do not hope for the Birth 
from Nature ; for that is moft dangerous both” 
to the Mother and the Child. If your Midwife. 
be skilful and accuftom’d to Praétice, fo that the — | 
knows how to haften the Birth by Art, a 
: 


« 
’ 


ing to the Method laid down in this Book, then 
fhe will without Delay ufe all her Care and En- 
deavours towards it; yet let her difpatch the 
Bufinefs advifedly, cautioufly, and readily 3 de= 
laying can donoGood, but a great deal otf Harm. | 
But if the prefent Midwife is thought not fuffici- 
ent for fo difficult and hard a Albee: then a 
more skilful one is to be fought for, or a skilful — 
Surgeon that practifes Midwifery is to be made — 
ufe of. For fuch a Pofture of the Womb is com- 
monly mortal to the Infant, and fometimes tothe — 
Woman, and feldom can the Life of both be 
faved, if the Bufinefs is only left to Nature, or — 
only common Helps are made ufe of ; when on ~ 
the contrary, if fuch a Woman be affifted by an 
experienced Hand, both the Birth is haftened 
by Art, and the Mother and the Infant may be 
faved. | 
Whether theWomb is rightly placed, or more 
or lefs obliquated ; 1f, when the Membrane is 
broke, any Member (either the Hand, or Foot — 
9c.) is excluded, that fhews that the Infant is 
prefently to be brought forth without Delay, ac- 
cording to the Method delivered in this Book ; 
which, if the Midwife does not know how to do, 
believing that it is to be done by the Force of 
Pains, then prefently one more skilful is to be fent 
for, or an expert Surgeon isto perform the Work. 
Why fhould you delay? ‘The Danger grows grea- 
ter, the Workthe more difficult, and ee an’s 
ains 
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Pains are aggravated, and her Strength too {mall 


to bear the Pains. By ftriving, the Woman in 
Labour is hurried the fafter into Danger, but 
PY a feafonable Birth the Danger may be avoid- 
sed. 
If a Midwite,whilft the Womb is yet fufpend- 
ed high, and before the Membranes are broke, 
“omits to difcover the Danger; if the Womb 
now is fallen down and forced along with the 
“Infant into the Streights ; if violent Pains come 
on without Succefs; then not a Moment of ‘Time 
is to be loft; for it feldom happens, that fhe 
knows how to clear herfelf of the Danger 
which comes on, who knows not how feafona- 
bly to forefee and avoid it. In fuch a Cafe ne- 
ver truft to the Work of fuch a Midwife ; but, 
if you are willing to be advifed in your Affairs, 
join one more skilful, or an expert Surgeon. 
along with her, that the Mother’s and the Child's, 
or at leaft one of their Lives, may be faved. Why 
fhould you defer calling for the Affiftance of 
others at the firft? Why is that every Day put 
off, till the Mother or Infant, or both die? I 
with People would confider this! Such a Num- 
ber of Women and Children would not die as we 
» fee daily. 
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CH A: Pi) he a 


Of a dificult Birth, occafioned by the Want of 
Pains, or by ill, or (bifting Pains, (called 
by the Author, Tergiverfantes, that is 
turning their Backs, or going off.) - | 


q 
: 
F 

3 

ie Bra Birth is not always delay’d, or made © 

i. morefevere by the ill Pofture of the Womb, — 
or by Infants being ill turned ; but other Symp- © 
toms alfo may defer the Birth, of which we thall j : 
treat briefly in this Chapter. To make a Birth ~ 
happy and eafy, natural Pains are alfo requi- — 
rtd, coming on in due Time and Manner, like ~ 

a Shower of Rain. By thefe natural Pains we” 

mean fuch Motions arifing of their own Accord, ~ 

by which the Mufcles of the Belly and Inteftines 
being contra¢ted, make fuch an Impreflion and © 

Force upon the Womb, as if it were to be for- — 

ced out of the Body ; and by the Force of thefe © 

Pains the Wombis open’d, and the Fetus for- — 

ced out into the Paflage, and brought through 5 © 

and by this Means the Woman is happily de — 
livered. ‘Therefore if-thofe natural’ Motions ~ 

(not unlike the Motions, which every one feels 

when going to Stool, yet differing in this, that 

thofe rather force upon the Inte/linum Recfum,and — 
thefe upon the Womb) are altogether wanting, — 

4 are infufficient, or falfe, the Birth is hinder’d or — 

elay’d. 
ac there is an ill and fruitlefs Endeavour of 
going to Stool, fo there are falfe and fruitlefs 

Pains, which they call, or may call, wild and ~ 

wandering Pains: Women feiz’d with wandering 

Pains, 
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‘Pains, feem to be taken with vehement Endea- _ 
-vours to prefs down, which come on like fud~ 
den Showers; but before they have penetrated, 
‘or made a true Depretlion, thofe Motions ceafe 
.and are changed into Cholick, or a Cramp, and 
an Impotency of Labour ; the Means to change 
‘thefe thifting Pains into genuine Child-Bed Pains, 
“we have defcrib’d in the XVI1Ith Chapter, to 
which we fhall add, that in thefe wandering 
Pains forcing Medicines are not to be ufed, be= 
caufe that makes the Pains more violent; but 
‘onthe contrary, Lenitives and Anodynes are to 
be taken, and you will find that the Pains will 
come on of their own Accord. | 
‘But fometimes it happens, that the Pains, 
which feem’d to increafe fufficiently in the Be- 
- ginning, are afterwards much diminithed, or al- 
together ceafe 5 which moft commonly happens 
for Want of fufficient Help. Very often the In- 
fant’s Head or Shoulders {ticking fomewhere, are 
the Caufe, that the Birth fucceeds fo indifferent- 
‘ly; fo that Nature languifhes againft her Will, 
as we have elfewhere taken Notice; and therefore 
in this Place we fhall not longer infift on explain- 
ing this Matter. But if, as it may happen, the 
Pains diminith, or ceafe, and the Infant is well 
- feated for Birth, and there is no Danger in Delay, 
then I advife that you would fuffer the Woman 
to reft till the Pains return of their own Accords 
or, if the Infant hath proceeded further, fo that 
it cannot be left in that Condition, then you are 
to try, whether by giving a Clyiter, as we have 
above directed, the Pains may be excited; which 
if likewife it be in vain, a prudent Phyfician is 
to be advifed with ; but firft you are to confider 
_ well, whether the Work of your Hands may con- 
tribute any Thing to excite Pains, and drive the 
Infant 
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Infant out ; for very often an expert Pradtitioner 
in Midwifery, or a Midwife may do more good | 
in ftirring up the Pains with an experienced 4 
Hand, than an expert Phyfician by Medicines 
prefcribed, 7 : 
I know, indeed, that Medicines are of much” 
Force to ftir up Pains; but agreat many Obferva= 
tions have taught methat very ftrong forcing Me= 
dicines have done a great deal of Harmto Wo= 
men in Labour; fo that I believe, if laying afide 
Medicines which they call Dolorifick, or Exciters _ 
of Pain, the Operation of the Hands had been pru= 
dently made ufe of, moft Women would be now — 
alive, who ufing fuch fort of Medicines without — 
any Refpect to their Infirmity, have died. Ithank 
God, Iam free from that Abufe of giving Medi-_ 
cines profufely, having found, that the Birth in 
all Women may be readily and fecurely further’d 
and promoted by the apt and convenient Work — 
of the Hands, if the Woman hath but Strength 
fufficient to bear her Labour a little, that fhe can 
admit of what is neceflary. I dare freely chal- 
lenge all, about whom I have officiated or minif- — 
ter’d to, thefe ten or twelveYears, (for I place the © 
Time before, with theTimesof my Ignorance, ha- 
ving then ufed the Art of Midwifery according — 
to the common Method,) and I can ingenuoufly — 
aflert, that in all that ‘Time, I was not with one 
Woman, that I know of, (except one who was in ~ 
fault herfelf,) but that in a little Time I com- — 
pleated the Birth happily, without giving her 
any forcing Medicine, or ufing any Inftrument 5 
not one Infant being lamed, or its Limbs bro- — 
ken; (except that fometimes, though feldom, — 
the Mother being like to dic, to preferve her 
Life, I open’d the Infant’s Head, which before — 
ftuck faft in the Pe/vis,) nor did I eyer, that I. 
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know of, tear or hurt a Woman in Labour ; fo 
that any Inconveniency happened afterwards ; 
‘nay, none of them, that I remember, was troubled 
with an Incontinency of Urine ; fo that 1t came 
Drop by Drop, nor with a falling down of the 
Womb, nor any other confiderable Damage 5 fo 
“that I again thank God for it ; ‘and I advife all 
circum{pect Midwives, that they aed re- 
move all Hindrances which delay the Birth, and 
then they will find, that they have Reafon, as 
well as I, to give God Thanks, and in like Man- 
“ner they will be able to give more effectual and 
prefent Help to Women in Labour,with lefs Vexa- 
‘tion of Mind; nor will they fo often be puzzled. 
‘as before they have been. Thus having prayed for 
all People who defire the divine Affiftance, T thall 
a an End to this Treatife, hoping that my 
abour will not be in vain; but be both an Ai- 
fiftance and Comfort to a great many miferable 
Women in Labour, and thofe that are concern’d. 
about them ; and that it will remain as 2 {weet 
Savour even after my Death, through Him who ts 
Life and Immortality itfelf; and itis a Satisfac- 
tion to my Mind, that I have undertaken to de- 
-f{eribe this needful Science fo faithfully and clear- 
dy, for the Advantage of my Neighbour. , 
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APPENDIX: 


Of the Birth of Monfters, and fich Sort 
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of Infants, who being well turned im a 


Womb oblique to the higheft. Degree, : 


but falling down into the Cavity of the 


Pelvis with their Head amifs (through — 


the Midwife’s Neglett, or fome, other 
Canfe,) are therein fo firaitend,’ that 
they cannot move. abit | 


3] A VING delivered and demonftra- 
ted, throughout this whole Book, 
how the Birth of Women with 


= without any Mortal Danger to the 
Mother or Infant, without any: Inftrument, on- 
ly by the Work of experienced Hands; I think 


+t not unufeful to take notice, where, and why 


the Ufe of fome {mall Inftruments may fometimes - 


take 


Child may be readily performed, 
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take Place, by which a well-practifed Surgeon up- 
on any-Occafion’may exert himfelf, I fay, a prac- 
tifed Surgeon, fince I believe no Woman ought 
to make ufe of any Inftruments ; for it_is moft 
certain, that anexpert Surgeon, who by Cuftom is 
skilfulin Chirurgical Operations, can behave him- 
felf with more Dexterity than a Midwife, in ma« 
king ufe of Inftruments, when Occafion requires 
it 5 who tho’ fhe may haveJudgment enough, yet 
is not fo ready in handling of Inftruments 5 yet ie 
Neceflity obliges a° Midwife in the Country, 
Where a skilful Surgeon cannot be fent for, fhe 
‘may perform the Work as well as fhe can, and ta~ 
king her own Advice for once, let her comply 
with Necefflity... | tia e: 

- 'That therefore I may lay down my Opinion — 

of the Ufe of Inftruments, I think there are only 

two Cafes, where Inftruments are of Ufe, oz. 
If Infants, by Reafon of the monftrous Bignefs 
of their whole Body, or any Part, cannot pats 
through the Pelvis whole, it being proportiona- 
bly too fmall; or if by reafon of the Neglect or Ig- 

norance of the Midwife, the Head of a well 
turned Infant, in aWomb oblique to the highedt 

Degree, fall down into the narrow Cavity of the © 
Pelvis, and is there fo ftraighten’d along with | 
“the Shoulders, that the leaft Defcent is not per- 
“ceived upon the Force of the ftrongeft Pains, and 
all Remedies have been tried in vain 5 for the: 
fafety of the Mother, the Infant is to be handled, 
and drawn out, asa dead one. — 

« As for Montters, they may be fo large, that 
“they cannot pafs through the Narrowncts of the 
Pelvis; wherefore in this Cafe the Bufinefs can 

be performed no other Way, but by disjointing, _ 
and drawing out the Infant by Pieces. I deny not, 
but that fuch a Cafe may happen; but I confefs, 
oe Y | I have 
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T have not met with it; whatever Infants [have 
met with, I could draw them out by the Feet, 
nor had I ever the Misfortune, that the Head, 
how big foever, {tuck in the Mother’s Body, or. 
did I pull the Head from the Body; neverthe=" 
lefs, if the Belly, or the Breaft, or the Head can- | 
not pafs by Reafon of its monftrous Bignefs, in 
fuch a Cafe it is to be open’d and embowel’d, 
or the Humours (with which dropfical Heads _ 
commonly fwell) are wholly, or in Part, to™ 
be difcharged, that the Infant may be drawn) 
out. ' DH 
This kind of dropfical Head, or A/éites, is 
commodioufly opened with an Inftrument, much” 
like that with which they open the Bellies of | 
Hydropick Perfons, or the Scrotum in watry Rup-— 
tures; only this we fpeak of muft be larger, as” 
that is lefs, viz. a round Tube, about a Foot or. 
fifteen Inches long, to whofe Cavity a Plade is” 
fitted exactly round, with athre¢-corner’d fharp— 
Point 5 that Tube is firft pafied in, along with” 
the Hand to the Head or Belly which is to ‘be~ 
perforated, and when it is well fixed, the Blade” 
is to be thruft through it into the Cavity of the” 
“Belly or Head, by which Means the Humour is” 
ib 9 rc uk ARE a hia | ” 
This Inftrument is the moft fit and commodi- 
ous; yet fince fuch a Cafe hath feldom or never ~ 
happen’d'to a Surgeon-Midwife in his Life, it~ 
will fearce be worth while to make fuch a one; _ 
therefore you may open the Head or Belly at any 7 
‘Time with any Inftrument that pricks, if not too ~ 
fharp 3 I fay, with any Inftrument not too” 
fharp, wz. neither with a Point, nor Angles; 
for with an Inftruament that is too fharp, any 
Body may eafily hurt himfelf, or the Woman ; for” 
~ let the Inftrument be what it will, it ought 
/ fee 
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be pafied in along wih the Hand, or to be mov- 
ed with the Hand in the Body, fo that you may 
be certain that it hurts no Part, but what is to 
be perforated ; to which Place if the Inftrument 
be applied, the Belly may ealily be perforated, 
and the Humour let out; which if not. effectual, 
the Belly is to be embowel’d that it may be fit to 
pafs. Buc if the Head, though it is not Hydro- 
pical, yet be to big that it cannot pals, it is to 
be periorated, and the Brains to be taken out, 
that ic may fall down, and be fit to pafs through 
the Narrownefs of the Pelvis. : 
_ A Surgeon that is skilful in the Art.of Mid- 
wifery, in this Cafe may eafily know what to.do, 
if he himielf, and the Woman, and her Friends, 
“are willing the Child fhould be hurt, and, its 
Bowels taken out. ‘Vhere is fcarce any Part of 
an Infant, which may not be disjointed without 
cutting , for Example, the Arm or the Leg, if 
there be occafion, may be disjointed by turning 
and twifting it, and the fame may be done with 
other Parts. N. B. I fay, that may be done, if 
Occafion requires it > but I. would advife no 
Body to do it, except obliged to take away 
‘a Leg or an Arm by great Neceility, which 
_ then may be taken off fafer by twifting, than 
cutting. 
But not to infift on Monfters any longer, nor 


to fpeak particularly of all of them, if one Bor | 


dy hath two Heads, or if two Heads and two 
- Bodies grow together, or are any Way ill formed, 
{> that for that Reafon they cannot pafsthe Nar= 
rownefs of the Pe/vis, then the Parts are to be 
taken off, which hinder the Paflage moit, and, 
rat by twifting, rather than by cutting, becaufe 
‘ettting is more dangergus for the Woman in 
Labour,.. Any. Member, as the Arm, which is 

| tole Rats te 
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to be taken off, being taken hold of in a dry j 
Cloth, the Cloth is to be twifted, always turning | 
the fame Way; and you will find the Arm will _ 
be broke off near the Shoulder, and quite fepara=__ 
ted. I learned this Piece of Work in the ‘Time _ 
of my Ignorance, whilft I was but a Beginner, be= | 
ing yet not thoroughly skilled in turning of — 
Infants, not knowing how to draw out dead — 
Infants whole, without mangling them: When — 
the Arm was excluded up to the Shoulder, then — 
fometimes I would pull away the Arm near the — 
Shoulder by twifting it, that I might have the | 
mote Room; but foon after ftudying how to 
correct my known Errors, I never fince uled that — 
Method of twifting, but turned all Infants fo — 
fituated, and drew them out whole and unhurt: © 
However, I have learn’d this Experiment by my ~ 
Errors, that when there 1s urgent Neceflity, the 
Parts muft be thus taken off by twifting 5 but the 
Cafe fcarce ever requires It. | | 
But let us fee how the Work is to be perform= _ 
ed, if the Birth of the Infant is not hindered by | 
its monftrous Form and Bignefs, but by the ill — 
Pofition of the Womb; what is then to be done, 
and in what Cafes Inftruments are to be made ufe 
of. Firft, I except all Infants who offer ;them- 
felves ill turned in an oblique Womb, that is, . 
who do not hang with the Head over the 
Mouth of the Womb 3 all thofe may be turned 
fecurely, and drawn out by the Hands only, 
without an Inftrument, without hurting or ta- 
king off any Member; wherefore Inftruments are 
of no ufe here. Secondly, I except all Infants, © 
which offer themfelves well turned in an oblique 
Womb, if being as yet feated above the Pelvis, 
they are not fallen down far into it, or ftreighten- 
ed; fo that they may be thruftiback, that you 
of may 
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may pais by the Head tothe: fect : As long as 
this may be done, there'isno,heed of Inftruments, 
but thofe Infants may be-drawmout by the Feet, 
whole and unhurt. abiyr 
But if by the Midwife’s Inconfideratenefs and | 
Ignorance, the Infants are fallen down into the 
Cavity of the Pe/vis with the Head firft; and 
theWaters flowing out, they are, bound up inthe 
winding Paflage, as in a Triangle, fo that they 
cannot be moved either by the ace of Pain, or 
the Help of Art, upwards er downwards, then 
there is no other Way to fave the Mother’s Life, 
_ than to handle the Infant, whether alive or dead, 
as if it were dead; which never ought to be tri- 
ed, but in this Extremity of Danger. JT hate the 


ill Cuftom of fome, who draw out Infants with —— 


Hooks ; as foon as the Pains ceafe, you will hear 
them fay, the Infant is dead; then the miferable 
Infants are drawn out with Hooks, though yet 
alive ; and indeed they are drawn out alive to 
the Surgeon’s Shame, and the Sorrow of the Pa- 
rents, and thofe that ftand by 5 yet ifthe Infant, 
as Ifaid, be compreffed and fticks faftinathree- - 
_corner’d Angle, then there is no otherWay, but 
to handle it as if it were dead; and then the 
Hooks can be of no ufe, becaufe the Shoulders | 
refift too ftrongly, fo that the Head, though 
drawn with the greateft Force, cannot pafs ; 
but if any had rather try Hooks, they have their 
Liberty ; but if this does not fucceed, there is 
‘no otherWay to difpatch the Work fecurely, but 
by opening the Crown\of the Head, and taking 
out the Brains, that the Hand being paffed along 
by the Head, the Shoulders may be removed from 
the Bones, which they are pretied againft; other- 
wife there is Danger of lofing your Labour, and 
hurting the Woman by drawing it out gan 
| | J my- 
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I myfelf have happen’d, when the Head was | 
brain’d, to draw: violently with a ftrong Fore 
ceps without Succefs, becaufe the Shoulders bes 
ing preiied ftrongly ‘againft the Bones, are re= 
taincd; but when the Head is brained, and the ~ 
Shoulders are cleared from the Bones by pafiing 
the Hand along by the Head, they follow calily — | 
and with lefs Trouble ; wherefore I recommend 7 
this Method as moft convenient. 4 

There is no need to make ufe of a particular 
Inftrument to perforate the Infant's Head. ; 2% 
common Incifion Knife, rowl’d about to the ve- 7 
ry Point, or a Punch, or a fharp Spati/a, is fuffi- © 
cient for this Work; then the Hole being enlarg-_ 
ed with the Fingers, and the Brain loofen’'d with 
- them, it is to be drawn out; which being done, © 
the Head isto be drawn. out with the Hand or 
a Cloth, and thus you are to try whether the Bo- 
dy will follow; if it follows, go on to draw 3 
but if it does not, then the Shoulders are to be © 
freed from the Bones, as we faid, and the whole 
Body to be drawn down. When I fay, the Bo=- 
dy is to be drawn down by a Cloth, | mean, © 
that 2 broad Bandage, ftrengthen’d with Uhreads © 
acrofs, (or fome other fmall ftrong Cloth,) isto be © 
pafled beyond the Head, and to be fixed about — 
the Neck, which being well twifted, the Infant — 
is to be drawn out; which Method I moft approve © 
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Thofe that have fuch fmall Hands, that they © 
can pafs fach a Bandage behind the Head, before © 
it is perforated, have no need to open the Head, © 
and therefore they have a good Advantage of 
difpatching this Work. Nothing ever is more — 
acrecable to the Art of Midwifery, than flender_ 
Hands, long Fingers, and quick feeling; but then — 
the Shoulders ought to be cleared, that they — 
may 
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may follow when drawn, otherwife it is in vain 
_ to draw. . 

Sometimes Infants offering themfelves with 
the Head foremoft, cannot pafs through a nar- 
row ‘Pelvis. for other Reafons ;.fo that for that 

- Caufe they are to be drawn out after the afore: 
faid Manner, as if dead; yet if the Matter be 
thought of, and confidered beforehand, the Mo 
ther and the Infant may be faved, by turning the 
Infant, and drawing him out by the Feet,as foon 
asthe Woman begins to labour.. ‘Vhe Cafe we 
fpeak of, happens to fome Women whofe Os 
Sacrum is bent much forwards, and whofe Os 
Coccygis is hard, and almoft inflexible 3 fo that 
‘the Parts about it cannot be prefied backwards 
without Violence. Bur if you.are with thefe W o- 
men in the Beginning of their Labour, by pro- 
moting the Birth by Art, as wehave faid, both the 
Mother and the Intant may be faved; when other- 
wife all fuch Infants muft certainly die; and 
fometimes the Mother dies without bringing forth 
the Infant. 
Perhaps fome may ask, Jf Womens Labours 
may be promoted by the Method hitherto de- 
monftrated in this Book, of what Ufe are foma-_ 
ny Inftruments reprefented by Figures, and re- 
commendéd by moft Authors ? ‘To whom I an- 
fwer, That all Arts and Sciences are improved 
’ by continual Exercife, and are more and more 
accommodated to make Practice expeditious; and 
“this is the Cafe of Midwifery. , I believe the 
- Antients killed more Infants than they faved, 
with their Spicu/um Matricis, Hooks, and other 
uncommon Inftruments, with which if they have 
fometimes faved the Life of fome Women in La= 
_ bour, they have hurt or tormented a great many 5: 
whofe Errors are like a Monument to us, that we 

| may 


cd 
328 © MipwiFERY émprov'd. | 
may follow better Meafures, And now I have’ f 


y 


taken Pains to feparate the Chaff from the Corn; E 
leave another to winnow what remains. { 


From what we have faid, it may appearto any ; 
one, that Inftruments are feldom or never of Ufe, — 
except when Infants are neglected for Want of © 


Care, or Monfters are to be brought forth. That ~ 


therefore the Art of Midwifery may not hereaf= _ 
ter be taken for a Thing that 1s inhuman, cruel; — 
or what ought to be feared, but to be much 4 
efteemed by all confiderate and well advifed Per= — 
fons, and every one obliged to make feafonable © 
ufe of it, before the Woman in Labour, andthe © 
Infant are brought into the greateft Danger, by — 
Ignorance and Want of Care ; God grant that — 
the Fruit of my Labour may tend to the Safety — 
of a great many Women and Children, and g¢he — 
Glory of his moft holy Name. Amen. % 
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“ART of Midwifery. 


SHE W I N G, 

I. The true Cavsns of the mo Difficult Pieris) 
the great Abufe and Prejudice of forcing Pains by. 
Medicines; and the Left Method of delivering WoMEN, 

| in fuch Caszs, by the Hand only, without the Ufe of 
| any Lift ummeut, whatfoever. r,s Pape: 


II. The oes Tovcnsronr, and Saized of 
Defence ; 3 or the certain Marks of knowing when a 
Woman is Qualified tor rhis Profeffion. 


, IL The Neeeffity of Infpetting the Bodies of fuch 
Women as Mie in Cuinpsep before Delivery, to 
difcover whether the Loft of the Morher and Iufant 


be owing to the Negligence or Ignorance of the | 


Midwife. 

Re IV. A Detection of many Errors daily dose tite in 
| .the PraG&tice of Afidwifery, with feveral remarkable 
Cafes ; and a faithful Admonition to all Husbands, 
who have any regard to the faving of the Lives. ak 
their W/2ves and Children. 
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at, by former Ages,and {0 bungling- 
ly, wretchedly, and fo deftructively 
carried on by the Caprice of unin- — 


formed Pretenders, that very proba- 


bly ic might have remained for ever 
enveloped in the dark Shades of 
Stupidity and Ignorance, had not fo 
generous a Hand as that of this. 


- Great Man refcued it from that fatal 


Captivity, and fhewn it to the World | 
by this New Light of his, in its full 
Liberty and Luftre, to his own im-— 
mortal Honour, and the eternal Be- © 


nefit of Mankind. - ., 


-T he Prefent, I make you, Sit, is in- 


deed but fimall in Bulk, but rich in 
Value ; it is a Jewel of great Price, 
more yaluable than the orient Raby; 


_ it hath been viewed with Admiration — 
at each Metropolis of ‘Sweden and 


_ Denmark, and. its Splendors have il- % 


Jumined the Mountains of Tyrol. 
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Ie now fhews ifelf to you in an Eng- 
jp Colles, I have fer ic faichfully 
and it is at your Service : for 1 know 
not who hath fo much Raght to this — 
Second (but more glorious) Gem, 
_ as he, who hath with firchAccuracy of 
- Judgment, {fo juftly approved of the 
2 Bae aie on Meee 
| By this Light, Men will difcover 
the horrid, and, if I may fo fay, the 
palpable Darknefs and Ignorance of 
former Ages, and with Amazement 
wonder, how for fuch long Periods 
~ of Time, People could be fo much 
prejudiced by Education, as blindly = 
“to follow the traditionary Fooleries 
of theirAnceftors, venerable only for | 
their Antiquity, and dance round ina 
- Circle of mere ufelefs theatrical 
Jargon of dogmatical Pedantry, too 
~ grave to ftoop to be better informed 
- by others, as a Diminution of their 
| eg a ‘Dignity, 
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from. their Inferiors, by the novel 


Methods of Expert and De 


meh En 


Men will now, it is. to Be tied: | 4 


fee ah end of all thofe horrid, abo-. 


minable, and moft wicked Practices, 
through fuch a deplorable and fu- 
ine Ignorance, cruelly made ule of 
by unskilful Pretenders. to Midwifery 
in both Sexes, which this Author fo 
juttly complains of ; an end to all © 
thofe Twiftings, Contorfions, and 
breaking of Members, perforating of — 
Sculls, .hooking, taring, mangling, 
butchering: and murdering of fo many 
Infants and their Mothers, in difficult 
Births ; whereas whether the Infant 
be dead or not in the Userus, the 
Delivery might have been expedited 
in an Hours time by the eafy Me- 


‘ge of this gicae, Man, without 


A | thofe | 


‘ . , ; Sal f een 
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thofe Manual and-Inftrumental Hot- 
rors, and which Method, for the ge- — 
neral Ufe of Mankind, the Preferva- _ 

tion of fo many innocent Infants 
and their Mothers, of all Ranksand 
Qualities, he has not.only giventhe 
World in the Eatin, but in Dutch, — 


_ the Language of his Country, — 


The fame Motive induced me to 
franflate it into Englifh ; nor hall I 
_ be concerned at the Objeétion which 
-fome malevolent Perfons may make, 


v1z.That the rendering Books of Phy-. 


fick into Englifh, 1s too much the expo- 


fing of the My teries of that Science,and 


anEncouragement to) wackery;becaule 


_ if thofe who might make it, could but 
reflect a little with themfelves, they 


- would fee thatthisObjection deftroys 


—afelf. For as 9) wackery is founded 
- upon Lenorance; 10 whatever deftroys 
the Foundation muft ruin the Super- 


firucture . 
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firndure. Qu acks in all Arts will, “ 
~ ceafe to be fo, when they fhall be. 
better inftructed'; nor, is Scrence 
confined to one Language alone :— 
the Romans wrote their noble Senti- © 
ments in the Roman Tongue; thei 
©. Orations of Cicero were not fpoken — 
in Greek, nor did he fear they would — 
encourage Pedantry by being deli- — 
“i vered in Latin. How will ignorant » 
se Pretenders to any Art bluth | show - 
will they. be aftonifhed |. abafhed ie 
confounded!. when they fhall have ~ 
‘no Excufe, no Cover, no Refuge to — 
Sere ane, for not» being better in- © 
»  -fteuted, on pretence of their not F 
o being acquainted with the. Latin — 
P | ‘Tongue ! 6) uackery, and vain Pre- 4 
4) tengegeto Knowledge, in both Sexes, — 
~~ will be then no mote. Thofe, who — 
are willing to be improved, will — 
Re Jearn; and the Unwilling, remain- ‘ 
Ging sim their, Ignerance, will Py : 
Mion, this 
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_this means: be deteéted and aban. - 
doned. 7 Tas ae oa, aa : 


This is what our Author very 
_knew, and therefore purfued his glo- 
tious Defign ; nor’ was he deterred 
- by Malevolents, whom:he rather pi-_ 


tied than was afraid. of. _He con-— 
fidered: he lived in. an ungrateful — 
World, and how. well. foeyer he 


might merit from. Mankind, yet he 


was convinced that a good Man, — 


tho’ he be certain he fhall receive 
__ Ingratitude for all his good Offices,. 
 fhould not, however, by fuch Trear- 
_ ment,behindered from perfevering in 
~ good Works ; asknowing that he mutt 
not expect his Reward. from Men, 
_ fince the great Phyfician of us all, 
whofe Life was nothing but ove conti- 
aued Series of doing Good, was there- 
* fore, and for no other Reafon, un- 


gratefully and) moft wickedly put 
ee | . t 


well 


Oru 
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Bok a mot! ‘cruel: and ‘ignominions, 


Death, 


“ehis Truth, of whom I fthall fay but 
‘little, his Works proclaim the Man. — 


Coick BURNE. 


Vain. therefore, and fuperfluous 


would -be fuch an Attempt: for 
which Reafon, Sir, expect nothing 
Beg ss Like tis to yourfelf from me: For 


did g 


rly, 5p are is fully fatisfied Offn 


“Vain ~ therefore, and fuperfluous . 
| would it be in me, to attempt his” 
‘due Praifes : vain, becaufe it would = 
_ be attempting an Impofhibility ; > fu-- 
perfluous, becaufe, it~ is what he 
_. ‘neither wants, nor-~-déefires’ © He 
- has already” had the Praifes of an 

Hoorne, a Keuferle, and a Buch-- 
ithe ‘and, what is the greateft Pane- 
© peyric ‘of all, the Apptobation of (a 


> 


. ~ 
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were. I evel fo i si of, or rather — 
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did I not mortally hate the accoft- 
ing of a great Man with pompous 
and magnificent Expreflion and fo- 
norous Periods ; yet would I pur-- 
pofely omit them here, as too much « 
favouring, as they are too frequently — : 

managed by the Generality of De+ ae 
dicators, of what I abominate, a ful- we 
fome Adulation. Lege 


' Men, the moft praife-worthy, look > 
the leatt for Praife; and I neveraddrefs 
my felf to any one fond of Eulogy ; 


and Encomium : And therefore, as 
the Great DE VEN TER, in very few 
words, and in a plain and fimple 
manner, infcribed: this Treatife in 
Latin to the Famous Boerhaave,and 
two other Phyficians, who are the 4 
- Honour of his Country; fo I, (his 
unworthy Tranflator) without any 
previous Compliment, have the Hap- 
pinefs of dedicating it in Engli/h to 
fe Log By: | - On 


ec, 
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xiv DEDICATION 
One, who is the Glory of Ours: 
who hath fo evidently demonftrated 


to the ignorant World, the true Symp- 
toms, JNature, Caufe, and Cure of 


that Malignant. Diftemper, which 


for fo. many Ages (as was the Art 


of Midwifery) had been merely — 


euefled at, by Perfons who plume 
themfelves with vain Conceits of 


Knowledge, and a long Bead-Roll © 


of Cant Terms; the Virulence of © 


which they boldly attempted to era- 
dicate, though they knew not fo 
muchas its Situation. : 


_ This Light of , Yours, like that of 


the Great Deventer, (the Subject of — 


this Treatife) hath dazzled: and 


confounded the Ignorant and Mali- ~ 


cious ; which you have: difplayed in 
its full Splendour, and that with fo 
much Perfpicuity. of Thought, Soli- 


a: 


\ 


=~ 


dity of Judgment, and rational Ex. — 
1} act: y preffion, 


ee 
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. DEDICATION i 
pteffion, as cevidently | thew you “a 
petfect Mafter of Anatomy, a jut 
Judge of Animal. Oeconomy, | and ‘a 
thorough Difcerner of that, on’which 
the whole: immenfe Body of Meédi- 
cine rolls, as on its Axis, GLANDULAR 
SECRETION. | : 


Nor is this my bare Judgment 
only, but the Sentiment of One of 
the greateft Phyficiansxin the World, 


who opened himfelf to me after” 


this manner with a fenfible Sarit. 
faction ; who is a-Loyer of Science, 
wherever it be, too gteat of Soul 
to be biafled by Prejudice, Party, or 
_ mere Majority; but laoks, as’ you 
_ do, with a°generous Scorn and Con- 
_ tempt on thofe, who, notwithftand- 
ing all their mighty Clamour, ap- 
prove, by their private Practice, of 
what they openly rail at, and con- 
demn ; and, like ‘fome abandoned 


wretched 
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wretched ‘Women, ate - profufel a 
~ Tavith, on. honeft i? eople) ‘of tho 
Fs civil Appellatiofis, which peculiarly 
a belong: to themfelves..i.Cl oo 
abbam) with all due: Obfervance and 
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; “Your Moft Humble, and 


SOS. Mop Obedient Servant, 


wf « 


ROBERT SAMBER, 
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The moft Noble, moft renee moft Bape: 


- Tienced. Doctors, 


“Dr Herman Booruaave, 


 Dogfor = Philofophy and Phyfh ck, 


Profefjor of Phyfick, Botany, Chy- 
mifiry, and the Praéical College. 


Dr. HERMAN OosTERDYK SCHACHT, 


! pee of Philofophy and Phyfick, a 


_ Profefjor of Theoretical and Pract: 

_ cal Phyfick, and. the Practical Col- 
~ Lege, Prefident of the College of 
Pharmacy. 


Dr. BERNARD SIEGFRIED ALBINUs, 


Dotter of Phyfck, and Profefor of | 
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> Corpiat READER, | 4 
T is now above . cae | 
Years fince my Book, 
which had for sts Title, i 
Novum Lumen Obfte- 
J tricantium*, came out 
MQ as Devbee vulgar Tongue y, : 
with Hopes, that by this New Light, 


LT might perfuade laa who prattife 


* The Fir? Part came out under that Latin pile 


} The Low Dutch bapantee: : gh 
a, iMid- 
” e ¥P ing? ‘ 


a xa Pee ea 
Midwifery, that the true Caufes of 
the mott difficult Births, did not fo _ 
much depend on the bad Pofitures g 
Infants in the Womb, as from the 
perverfe Situation of the Womb itfelf; 
which thing, to the beft of my Know- 
ledge then, and according to what I 
have been hitherto con{cious of, no Au-— 
thor before me ever had touched upon. 
And the this New Light fhone not out 
‘to all Men, efpectally thofe who are 
always learning, but never know the 
Truth; it however. proved. of great 

_ Advantage to fome Midwives, and 
many learned Men, who would not 
like Slaves fervilely fubmit to be 
bound down to the pofitive Afjertions 
and \pfe Dixits of the Antients; but 
received the Teftimomes of Truth, 
founded upon manifeft and undoubted 

. Demonftrations ; of whom fome gave 
me Thanks, either by themfelves in 
:  Perfon, or by Letter. oe 


b> ve He sca 2 
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And tho this Book was publi fbed 
at firft in two Languages only, the 
Dutch avd Latin ; yet fome learned 
Men would not hide this New Light 
under.aButhel, but fet 1t on a Candle- 
ftick, and, without my Knowledge, put 
out Editions. of it both in Englifh 
gee Highs Datel 2s. %, : 

- But tho this New Light was very 
troublefome to the dark Eyes of fomée, — 
People,yet they could not putit out,nor 
hinder it, by little and little, to fhine out 
‘more and more, and pafs from this 
Country to other Nations ; and finding 
themfelves not able to withftand the 

Truth, or amend the Work, they rather 

chofe to approve of it by their Silence, 

than to fet themfelves up in Opposition 
to it with Infamy and Difbonour. 

During the {pace of 2.2 Years, the time | 
fince this New Light came out, have 

not known any one of confiderable F:- 

| Se ay gure 


sy PIR AGE 


gure write on this Art of Midwifery, 
or to have produced any thing new im 

elation thereunto ; nor do I think 
any one will eafily go about to at- 


tempt it. 


It is not, however, impoffible, but 


that by continual Exercife, and dili-— 
gent Obfervations in Pracitce, to 1m= 
prove what hath been hitherto [aid on 
this Subject by fome new Experiments > 
A Specimen of which I prefent the 
World with in this Farther Examina-_ 
tion, propofing moreover fome Difh- 
cult Births, the true Canfes of which 
had not then as yet fuffictently mant- 
fefted themfelves. to me, which I af-— 
terwards learnt, as alfo what neceffa-— 
rily I ought to know ; upon which I~ 
thought it my Duty to make them 
publick, that they may the better be 
ferviceable to my Nesghbour, and 
that due Thanks may be paid to 


God, 


’ } 
, 
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jad B Mey panne Examination x I 
| thoucht beft to publifh, 12 a particular 
Mee carife Ih As be f. Sesuel or Pro- 
fecution of a greater Work. ; and 
may, as a Supplement, be fuvjoined 
thereto. And this I did for the fol- 
lowing Reafons. 


not be obliged to buy anew one T. 


2. Secondly, That all Men and 
Women, who have at heart the Health 
and Safety of their Families, might, 


| Art of Midwifery improved. * 
+ He alludes, I prefume, to the Dutch Edition, where this 
_ Secind Part is printed and paged, fo as to be bound up in 

the fame Volume as the Fir/t. 


BRE RAGE: i 
God, the only Beftower of all good 


r. Firtt, That all | they, who have | 
already bought my firft Book*, might — 


with the Jmaleft Expence and Pains, 


* The Ff Part, called in the Englifh Tranflation, The 
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by reading this Farther Examination, — 
briefly, yet evidently perceive, with q 


f 
“ 
} 


how much Prudence they ought to pro- 4 
ceed, when their Wives or Daughters — 
ve in Labour. — ee 


3. Thirdly, by this Farther Exami- 7 
nation, 77 a few Pages, I would excite ~ 
and admont/h Midwives in what prin- — 
cipally belongs to their Duty; know- — 
ing that they wil read over a little — 
‘Book, which they may purchafe for a ~ 

| {mall Sum, rather than feek better to 
be inftructed at greater Expence and 
Labour. ‘ oe a 


= 


4. Fourthly, J thought the reading — 
of this Farther Examination would 
not be fo tedious to our Iluftrious — 
Magiftrates*, whofe every Moment of — 
Time is very precious, but who in this. } 
feort Specimen will be able eafily ta” 


¥ The States of Holiand. 
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fee and perceive the great Inconve- 
niencies, Calamities and WVhfertes, to 
- which their Subjects are expofed, thro 
want of Necelary Helps in thofe 
- Straits, when their Wives and Daugh- 


ters in Labour are either neglectea, or 
by wicked. Practices extremely torment- 
ed; and from which hitherto they have 
had no manner of Refuge, but only in 
their Tears, and with thefe have they 
hitherto bewailed the want of necefjary — 
Succour, and ever will, till it fhall 
pleafe the IUluftrious Magiftracy to 
amend and make up again this Lofs 
and Damage, by applying to this Evil 


ats proper Remedies. 


_ Perhaps it may not be difagreeable 
to the Reader, to fee together, with 
the Approbation, fome few Extracts, 

whence it may appear, what are the 
Sentiments of the Learned Phy- 
ficians in refpect of this New 

Licht, to perfed which, before 
Cocky Pe 
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xiv PRERFAG@E 9 4 
before I*died, I refolved to add this 


_ Farther Examination as. a Supplement — 


or Second Part ; wifbing, that i may fo 
pleafe God, the Eternal Lord and Go- — 
vernour of all Things, that this little 
Treatife may be ferviceable for the Pub- 
lick Good, and Comfort of the Afflicted .7 
shat his infinite Goodnefs, worthy of all — 
Honour, may be praifed and glorified, 
which will be a fufficient Reward to 
me Ins meanefe and moft unworthy. 
Servant, eas ma ay 


Henry 4 Deventer, J D, 


AN 


Letters to Dr. DEVENTER. § -Xxv_ 


An Extract of a LETTER 


of the moft Learned Joun van 
~ Hoorn, Dodétor of Phyfic at Stock- 


~~ holm, fent to Henry 4 DEvENTER, 


Moff Learned STR, 
and my Unknown Friend, 


SEXBH O’, “till now, there never hath 
Nel 1 fa pafled any Familiarity between 
ad us, nor have [hitherto had. any 


© I confefs, that I never hicherto have read 
‘any Author, nor ever fpoke to any, who 
‘ ever thought hereupon ; fo that your Book 
“has the beft Right to, and excellently me- 
*rits the Name of a New Light. Five 


* The Firff Part af The Art of Midwifery ha Cr Titl 
as I obferved before, if Midwife ry had this itle, 


‘ Years 
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xxvi Letters'to Dr. DEVENTER. 
‘ Years ago, I put out a very fmall Treatife _ 
_ in the Swedi> Language relating to this — 
¢ Subject : for while I wasin Frazee, T.ap- 
‘ plied my felf with the utmoft Diligence to 
‘ this 4rz, and afterwards I difputed at Ley- 


ee! 


“den, for my Degree, onthe Subjeét of a 


* Preternatural Birth : and becaufe I yet 
¢ daily praétife this 4rz, I could have wifhed, 
‘ that either your Book had come out fooner 
* or mine later than it did ; for then it would 


“have been put out with greater Perfection, 


‘and more ferviceable to the PublickGood,as 
* being illuftrated with your Precepts in this 
* Art: for we learn, as long as we live, and 
‘our latter Days inform us better. I with 
“T could be fo happy as perfonally to confer 
‘ with the Author of this Book ; but as this 
“cannot be, yet we hope, that as you have 
« put forth a Great and New Light, fo-you 
‘will ftand to your Promife, az. by com- 
“municating your Chirurgical Operations, 


“that the Learned World may thereby hold 


“in greater Efteem your Diligence and 
‘Erudition, and at the fame time extol, 
“ with deferved Praife, your ingenuous Can: 
* dour of imparting what you know to others; 
“This I hope with all my Soul; and, be- 
* feeching Heaven to beftow long Health up: 
“on you, I fubfcribe my felf, 
meen Your moft Humble Servant. . 
Stocktoln, ie gs it 

1 Nov.1702. ~ JOHN van Eloorn, MD. 
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Letters to Dr. DEVENTER. XXvii_ 


Part of a Letter from the 
mofe Learned Francis Keur- 


FERLE, Doctor of Phyfic at 


Campidona,at the firait Entrance 
of the Mountains of ‘Tyrol. 


| Moft Iuftrious, and » | 
— moft Honoured Sir, 


Se EN Years are now paft, fince, ac- 
aq NX cidentally, your Book of the Art 
Novesyo of Midwifery, which had been 
~ then three Years publifhed, fell 
into my hands; which, when I found full 
* of Love and Charity to our Neighbour, and 
‘ fupported with the moft folid Foundations 
‘of Truth, I placed fo: much Confidence 
‘ therein, that immediately, having fent fora 
* Midwife, indued with the Difpofitions 


a A A ae # 


‘ neceflary for that Work, I, theoretically, ac 
© Jeaft, inftru&ted her with your Countfel and , 


‘ Admonitions; which having willingly re- 
* ceived, and fuccefsfully put in praGtice, it is 
‘a wonder how much Benefit thereby accru- 
“ed-to the Public, fo that the faid Midenife 
-* is not only called abroad to Women in La- 


‘ bour 


ti. 


xxviii Letters to Dr. DEVENTER. 

<bour of the Prime Nobility, but feveral 
¢ other Women alfo, who have hearkned to 
‘her Inftru€tions : fo that all Women in La- 
‘bour, round the whole Country, now will 
‘not be helped by any other Method bute 
<yours\; (whereas before, when the whole 
< Affair was left to Nature, innumerable In- 
© fants either died with their Mothers, or be- 
‘ing moft wretchedly coniftituted, drag on a 
‘ lingering Life ;) for which you muft expect 
‘ eternal Honour to your Name, and great 


© Reward from the Mercy of God. — Fare- 
“well, moft iluftrious Man! and vouchfafe 


‘him the Happinefs of your Favour ; him, 
¢ who as long as he lives, will be the moft 
¢ faithful Honourer of your Name and Cha- 


¢ racter. 


From Campidona, 4t the firait 
Entrance of the Mountains 
of Tyrol, 7 Jul. 1714+ 


Francis KEUFFERLE, J. D. 


Monfiewr 
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Letters to Dr. DEVENTER. xxix 


: Monfieur le Dotteur, * galt 
and my moft Honoured Friend !— 


‘ffeerers]| OUR Book, intitled, Opera. 
Hel y (ll téozes Chirurgice Novum DLu- 


Ol men exbibentes Obftetricanti- 
SEN} bus, Lugduni Batavorum i703, 
impreffum, fince {have read it, 
‘is very dear to me. If Thad not read a 
‘ great many others, who have written on 
‘ the fame Subject, I could never have be- 
‘lieved that fo many Ages could have been 
‘ ignorant, that the Matrix falls in fome Wo- 
‘men with Child, fometimes before, fome- 
“times behind, and fometimes on one fide, 
‘But the Reading of Mauriceau, Portail, 
‘ &c. fufficiently fhews, that they believed, 
© that in difficult Births, the Infant might be 
¢ either ill-turned, or be too great (compara- 
“tively) to the Big-bellied Woman, and her 
€ Parts. | | | 
‘Monfieur le Dofteur, I congratulate you 
¢ withall my heart on chisDifcovery,fo ufeful 
© to Mankind. IJ defire you, Sir, if there be an 
‘ Fpitome.of your faid Book, to fend me one. 
‘Our Midwives are very ignorant in this 
‘Country ; but becaufe Ihave great diffi. 
culty to underftand Dutch, I fhall with 


* This Letter isin French, the other two in Latin. 
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XXX, Letters to Dr. DEVENTER. 
¢that fuch Extra&t of your Book might be 


either in Latin or French. If perchance — 


¢ you fhould have one of your Hand-writing 
‘ and it fhould come intoDenmark,it would 
‘make its Fortune; or if there be any 
¢ Phyfician,or Surgeon, that is well inftructed 
‘by you, and has had good Experience, we 
¢ fhall receive him here with a great deal of 
¢ Pleafure, and he might live very well, be- 
“caufe we have only one Phyfician here, 
© Dr. Hacquard, Jun. who is like to die ; fo 
that here is neither Phyfician, nor Surgeon, 
‘ who might beaflifting in a Difficult Birth. 
‘ Adieu, Monfieur, cc. Iam for ever, 
BS: ) / 


Monfieur le Dotteur;. 
Your moft Humble 


3 and Faithful Servant, 

Copenhagen this 26th . 6 

of March, 1716. Ma 
| Joun de Bucuwatp, 


Chief Phyfician and Firft Sur- 
geon of His Danilh Majefty. 


The 


| The APPROBATION. 
THE Profeffors of Phyfic, ix the Um- 
ae verfity of Leyden, being i re by 
the moft experienced HENRY ad DEVEN- 
TER, to perufe bis Treatife, Intituled, Ope- 
rationum Chirurgicarum. Novum Lumen 
-exhibentium Obftetricantibus, Pars Secun- 
da“, and to give their Fudgment there- 
upon ; have vead over the fame, and 
have judged it moft worthy to be .com- 
~ mitted to the Prefs, and communicated 
tothe Public. — Lae 


* 


H. OosTERDYK SCHACHT) 
Leyden, | 
Aug.oth, ¥723. 


Dean of the Faculty of Phyfic. 


* 


* The Latin Title of this Second Part. 
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3 ing forwards, with the hinder Part of bis Head falling 
into the Pelvis. p. 1. ee * 


CHAP. IL 


Of a Difficult Birth, occafioned by the Infants lying : 
: tranfverfe, or athwart the Pelvis. p.19, a 
: GHA Rios cane 


‘An Example of an Infant lying after another ‘manner ; 
tranfuerfly onthe Pelvis, in a Womb obliquely pof-— 
ted, p- 32- . ) | > 


‘2 
~ 


Ce BoP EN. , 
Of a Difficult Birth, occasioned by Defeét of Pains, o rt 
by Fault of fuch as are fpurious. p. 52. : 


x 


CM BRN ae . 
: The Midwives T ouchflone. and Shield of Defence. Mo. SS 
aaa “GHA? Vie 


How, by the infpettion of a dead Body, may be difcovered, 
whether a Woman dying with the Fetus within her, 
died of a natural Death, or perifhed through the Neg- 
ligence or Unskilfulnefs of the Midwife. p. 82. 
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CHAP. oh 


Of a Difficule Birch, accafioned by the 


Infant's lying on his Back im a 
Womb propendulous, or hanging for- 

wards, with the hinder part of bts 
. Head falling into the Pelvis. 
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HAVE heretofore treated of a 


ee 


{ 


» 


demonftrated the true Caufe of thofe mife- 
rable Tricks and wretched Praflices fome 
People had recourfe to, and their mifchievous 
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2 Mrpwit® RY Improved 
- Confequences, as may be feen elfewhere*, = 


Le 


But I did not in that place ‘treat of fuch’ — 


hart 


dificult Births, as are occafioned, when. in* © 


- a Womb «thus propendulous, or hanging 
forwards-in the Abdomen, the Infant lying — 


on his Back falls with the binder part of 
his Head into the Pelvis; and there, as it 
for the moft part happens, adheres in fo 
fixed a manner, as it is impoffible to bring it 
into the World. And becaufe fuch_a Situas 
tion is the Caufe of a moft dificult Birth, 


I chought-it.neceflary to difcourfe of it in. — 


this place more at large, according to the 
feveral Experiments I have had thereupon. \ 
_No one ought to doubt, but that an Ine 
fant in a Womb thus pofited may lie as 


well on his Back. as on his Belly; but no 


one, but he who has experienced it, will ea- 


fily ‘believe it poffible, that fome.Wombs 


with their Bottom.can fall fo low into the 
Abdoutem asi my felf have, by an accurate 


- Obfervation, truly been fatished of : And 


therefore no-one ought to think. it ftrange, 


perverfe Pofition of the Womb and Infant ; 
for in fuch like Cafes I ought to fufpend paf- 


fing Judgment, as being afraid left perhaps © 
I might err and be deceived in fo doing, © 
But often repeated and accurate Obfer- 


een a 


hg See, Ths former Part of Dr. Deventer's Midwifery, Ch. 46: 
pag. 249 & feq. Printed for E. Curll, Ann, 1706, 


ferva- 


that Ihave not, before now, written of this 


chs t.: kee it hier Improved. z 


vations have at length taken away ‘from 
me all manner of Doubt, and entirely afcer- 
tained the Truth of the Thing ; and there- 
fore no one ought todoubt of the Truth of 


this Affertion, tho’, as farasI know, I may — 
be the firft that {hall difcover to the World 


this uztoward Pofition of the Womb and In- 
fant, and demonftrate the bad Succefles 
which have thence enfued. | 


_ Ifay therefore, that ic fometimes, nay ve-- 
ry often, happens in fome Women, which — 
any one will eafily believe, that the Bottom 


of the Womb may fall very far down into 


the Abdomen of the Woman, whofe 4Jdo- 
men alfo lies very low; and that-too in fuch. . 


a manner, that the Length of the Womb, 

together with the Vagina, may defcribe a 
broken Curve ; and often alfo to thatdegree 
as almoit to perfedt a Rectangle : and when. 
it fo happens, that ina Womb thus perverfly 


. fituated, the Infant lies refupine, or on his. | 


_ Back, thence neceffarily and unavoidably 
follows a moft dificult Birth, and for the 


moft part caufes the Death both of Mother © 


and Child, becaufe fuch Women, for the 
moft part, wie before they are delivered. * 

If any one ask why. fuch a Situation of 
~ the Mother and Infant is fo dangerous? And 


~almoft always ‘mortal to both ? t anfwer, | | 


for thefe Reafons following. | 
1. Becaufe Midwives being ignorant of 


the Danger do not a re timely Afiftance. 


And 
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And what Wonder ts it that Midwives 


fhould nor know the Danger of this Pofiture, 
fince fuch a Pofiture of the Womb and In- 
fant has hitherto efcaped them, and all the 
World ? And what Wonder is it that fuch a 
Pofiture has hitherto been unknown to the 
World, fince (I am very well fatisfied) not 
one, amongft all the Authors, who have 
written before me, ever knew this Situation, 
or has at leaft defcribed it ? And fince fuch a 


-Pofiture is, and hath hitherto been unknown 


to every Midwife, it will not feem ftrange 
to any one, that hitherto all Midwives have ~ 
been, and yet are unapt and unable to fearch ~ 
out and diftinguifh fuch a Poficure of the 
Womb and [nfant from others. | 
That it isa Truth, that this Pofiture hath 
hitherto been unknown to all Midwives, I 
judge alfo from this, v#z. That hitherto no 
Midwife ever was fo knowing as to tell me, 
that the Womb and Infant were thus placed, 
when I have been called_to deliver a Wo- 


“man, where Matters have taken this 
Turn. pie 


adly, Becaufe at prefent noMidwife knows 


— bow by theT ouch to diftinguifh fuch aPofiture 


of the Womb and Infant from other untoward 
ones. - Thefe Women, who thus bring necef- 


_fary Affiftance to fuch’ a one in Labour, are 
likewife unfit for this Work, as not being 


able to’tell either the Woman or her Friends: 
the Danger of this Situation, and confe-. 
Be ges ae _ quently 
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Chi Mipwirersx Improved. 5. 
quently neither the Woman nor her Friends . 
can have tifae enough to deliberate how. to 
~ take care feafonably to expedite the Mother 
and Infant from fuch mortal Danger. 
——._.3dly, Midwives not knowing fuch Situa- 
tion of the Womb and Infant, nor dreading 
its mortal Danger, deceive themfelves, as 
—6well as the Woman in Labour, and ber 
| Friends, and the reft of the By-Standers : 
For, when they are asked, If the Infant be 
well turned ? or lie with the Crown of his 
Head upon the Orifice of the Womb? They — 
fay, Yes, he thrufts the Crown of his Head 
forward,he is well turned; and here acquief- 
ing, they fecurely expe& a quick Delivery : 
whereas they ought to fear, that, if an expe- 
rienced Majfter in the Art of Midwifery be 
not fpeedily fent for, the Woman might for 
certain die undelivered. 
4thly, This Pofiture, therefore, which we _ 
now treat of, is not dangerous in refpect 
only of the Ignorance of Midwives, but 
is in itfelf furrounded with fo many Perils 
and Difadvantages, that the moft skilful and 
Fe moft dexterous Maffer in this Arz is obliged 
to deem it very dangerous ; and contefs, that 
if it benotimpoffible, yet that it is at leat — 
extremely difficult for him, in fuch a Situa- 
tion of the Womb and Infant, to preferve the 
Mother from Danger of Death: And that I 
may demonftrate that what I fay, is founded 
_. on Truth and Experience, I fhall now (and 
a B } eee Cae 
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6 MipwireRy Improved. 
T think it neceffary fo to do) as clearly as 
may be, treat of this fame Situation and its 


4 


we 


Peer, 


> 
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Confequences, that all who are skilled in 
the Art may be fully convinced thereof. 


The Cafe in queftion then isthis: AnIn- 


fant lying refupine, or on his Back, in a 


-- Womb fallen fo low in a propendulous 4bdo- 
men (or which on the forepart is prominent. 
downwards) fo that the Pofiture of the © 
Womb and Vagina feem to make a broken ~ 


Curve or Rectangle. 


‘T fuppofe the Infant in fuch a Womb to lie 
refupine with his Head to the Orifice of the 


* 


Womb, fo that it cannot be otherwife but ith @ 


mut firft ftrike wpon the Orifice of the 


Womb, and be preffed above againft ‘the a 


Curvature or Bending of the Vertebra of the 


Loins, and the Os Sacrum or Coccygis; which ~ 


for the moft part fhoots out ina Point, as 
is-;well known to all Anatomifts, and there- 


_ © fore they may eafily underftand what I here. 


prefuppofe. it eae | 
From this true Suppofition, there unavol- 
dably follows another, to wit, that the 


~ pointed part of the Womb, with the Infant’s 


Head inclofed, muft neceffarily lie upon the 
Offa Pubis of the Woman : whence it mutt 
follow, firft, that the Waters cannot eafily 
dilate the Mouth of the Womb; and befides, 
if they could a little open and dilate the 


Womb, this could not be done but under ° 


the Head of the Infant in the Cavity of the 
| : Pelvis, 
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Pelvis, and confequently the Waters cannot 
be but of an oblong and tenuous Form or Fi- 
sure, and oftentimes are broken before the 
Midwife can obferve it, or elfe they are al- 
ready broken before her coming to the Wo- 


man, becaufe fuch a Perfon has not her true— 
Pains, and the Midwife who is called feldom 
_ thrufts up her Hand fo high, as to be able to 
© perceive the Encreafe of the Waters; for it 
~ is impoffible fhe fhould reach them with her 
Fingers only, unlefs they defcend or fall 


down like an Inteftine, or Gut. 
~ And when the Waters, or rather Mem- 


branes, are broken, and the Waters flow . 
out, they call them fugitive or flying Wa- 


ters, without rightly conceiving the true 


Caufe of this their Defluxion, yet they know 
by Experience, that thefe Waters for the moft 


" part foretell a défficult Birth : Bor thefe 


- ‘Waters are 


: . formed oblong and flender in 
all bad and untoward Pofitures or Situations 
of the Womb and Fetus, whofe Head does 
not directly lie over the Orifice of the 
Womb ; and this happens more or lefs, as 
the Head of the Infant more or lefs ftops or 
fhuts up the Mouth of the Womb. But be- 


~ caufe the Confequences of thefe fame Waters 


are not.always equally pernicious, hence it is 


. they hope for the Be/7, whereas it ought ra- 


ther to be a feafonable Memento and Ad- 
monition to them to fear the [Vorfi. — 


B4 From 
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From what has been hitherto faid, every 
one that is skilled in the 4rz, may gather, — 
firft, That in this Pofiture or Situation of the 
Womb and Infant the Pains can be but little _ 
urged or provoked, in order to dilate the. 7 
Mouth of the Womb by the Head of the. ~ 
Child, becaufe it lies againft the Os Sacrum; — 
befides, if the Head of the Fetus could fome- 4 
what. dilate the Orifice of the Womb, in | 
fuch cafe the hinder part of the Head.of the | 
Fetus, would only defcend a very little 7 
into the Pe/zjs ; and if it fhould fohappen — 
that the hinder part of the Head of the Fa-' 
tus could by little and little defcend more ~ 
and more into the Cavity of the Pelvis,’ — 
even then the Head could not fall down | 
farther, unlefs to the Off Pubis, whereon — 
indeed the Infant might be held by the 
Neck ; for farther than.that, it cannot eafily 
— defcend. | RE Soe Fe 

‘The Fetus being then refupine, or upon 
his Back, with the Crown of his Head lying 
upon the Curvature or Bending of the Os 
Sacrum, the Neck leaning upon the Os Pu- 
_ bis, the hinder part of the Head fallendown 
_ upon, of into the Pe/yis, with his Face re- 
clined upwards; the Midwife touches the — 
hinder pare of the Head of the Infant, and . 
imagines fhe plainly feels his Crown,and fays, — 
_ the Fetus comes ‘on duly, and as ic rightly 

ought ; that the Birth is natural, the Child 
well turned, and provided there were due 

nd Pains, 
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Pains, all things would go well : but fhe 
fays, that the Pains are too feeble, promote 
nothing, and advifes the Woman ftrenuoufly 
to urge and provoke them. But all thefe Ef- 
forts prove in vain; for the ftrongeft Spafms 
or Diftenfions’can by no means exprefs or 
throw out an Infant in fuch a Situation, 
_ which being thus fixed, is every where incom- 
_ moded and apprefled by the Bones of the 
) ‘Pelvis. | EN ge 
In this Pofiture or Situation, there is yet 
another vaft Difadvantage of which . the 
Midwives complain, being however very ig 
norant why it is fo. And this Inconveni- 
ency obtains chiefly in Women of a more 
a advanced Age, who never before have been 
- in Labour : which Inconveniency confifts 
in this, That there is no Aperture, nor can 
be, tho? the Woman bea great many days — 

in labour ; for the Head of the Infant re- | 
maining thus comprefled, does not urge, nay 
indeed never can urge or move the Pudenda, 
~becaufe it cannot defcend, either by Affi- 

- ftance of Hand or Pains; wherefore no Me- 

_ dicines inciting Pains or Spafms can avail 
any thing in this Cafe, but rather are 
extremely hurtful and injurious: and no- 
thing is hence to be expected, but the cer- 
tain Death of the Mother and Fetus, efpe- 
cially tho’ there has preceded an entire 
Defluxion of the Waters, and the Fetus re- 
maing compreffed in a dry Womb; ov to 
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10 Mipwrrery Improved. * 
fave the Mother, while fhe has yet Strength, 
let not the Fetus be treated as if dead, and 
the Mother may be delivered, And to do 
‘this, is required a Mafter molt. excellently 
dextrous in this 4rz; for this is not only a 


moft difficult, Task, but what is almoft im- 
poffible to be effected: I fay a/moffimpof- — 
fible, not abfolutely fo, unlefs it be fuch as — 


are not very skilful and experienced.. 


Midwife muft do to draw forth fuch a Fe- 


If any one fhould defire to know what a q 


tus 2 Y anfwer, That in the above-men- _ 


tioned. Situation and Danger, an, Inver- 
fion of the Fetus. muft by no means be 


thought on, either by drawing it out by the 
Feet, for then the Head cannot be retrodu-. 


ced ; for which Reafon the Head, which at 
firft came down into the Pelvis, is to be 
drawn forth:: but this cannot. be done but 
with much difficulty; for befides that, in 
Women of a more advanced Age at their 


firft Travail, there is no Aperture, and this | 


ought to be firft made, for theHead remains 
fofixed and apprefled,and theSituation of the 
Body. that is to follow it fo perverfe,. that it 
is entirely impoffible to draw forth the Head 


either with the Hands, or any Inftrument _ 


whatfoever, unlefs firft having opened the 
Skull, the Brains taken out, and even then 
it has its Difficulties, | 
Some, perhaps, may ask, Whether the 
Infant, in fuch a cafe, might not be ain 
| ort 
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forth by the Zire Téte (as it is commonly 
called) an Inftrument invented by Monfieur 

 MAURICEAU, without firft taking 

. out the Brains? I anfwer, that altho’ I 
made this Inftrument according to that 
_ Gentleman’s Directions, and have kept it 
_ by me for many Years, yet I never madea- 
ny ufe of it; becaufe I know; by Experience, 
_ that the Head, in fuch Pofiture or Situation, 
- eannot be drawn forth, unlefs the Brains be 
 firft taken out: for I have fufficiently tried. 
 fotodo, by Inftruments that were very fit 
and proper for fuch anOperation.. © 

- The Reafon is, becaufe the Infant being 
fixed by the Neck, is apprefled by the Off 
Pubis, and becaufe its Back and Shoulders 

are too much every where apprefled. by the 

_ Offa Pelvis, tobe drawn thence by the grea- 

teft Violence. Nor would it fuffice, in this 
Pofiture or Situation, todraw the Head to - 

one by any Inftrument.which had taken 
hold of it, for fo fhould we, by means of 
fuch an Inftrument, with. an incredible Vio- 
lence, apprefs the Offa Pubis ; and that the 
Head may follow, the FraCtion, or Drawing, 

ought to be directed more towards the Parts 

_ pofteriour than the anteriour, for other- 

- wife there would be no Paflage; and unlefs 

the Brains be taken out of the Head, the 

_. Space is too narrow to draw it towards the 

pofteriour or back Parts: and therefore I 
prefer to this Inftrument (the Tire Téte) 

| | te 
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a Hook or ftrong Forceps, for thefe may be! © 


better directed, and introduced with lefs In- — 


conveniency. 


Not to multiply Chapters, and yet that 


we may inftruct the Tyrowes, or Students, 


of this Art, with proper Obfervations in 


fuch dificult Births; we fhall: make men- 


tion of another perverfe Situation of the - 


Womb and Infant ; namely, as it fometimes 
happens, when the Womb is fallen down 
into a fomewhat prominent Abdomen, not 
dire&tly ftraitforward, but more inclined ei- 


ther to the right Side or left ; and when 


in fuch an obliquated Womb the Infant lies 
refupine; and fo falls down with the hinder 


Part of its Head into the Pe/yis; this 


Pofiture or Situation is not to be efteemed 
much more advantageous than the former, 
in which the Womb» falls down direCly 


ftraitforward into the Abdomen, and the 


Difficulty of delivering the Woman, as alfo 
the Danger of her Death, without firft 
bringing forth the Fetus, is almoft the fame, 
nay very often greater, for the Reafons men- 
tioned in the foregoing Cafe. Ls abound € 

Midwives know not how to find out this 
Situation by the Touch, ‘and diftinguifh it 
from that which is a natural one; and tho’ 
the Head of the. Infant be thus obliquely 
fallen into the PRe/ojs, yet, fay they, it is well 
turned ; according to their Judgment, there 
aré only wanting fo urgent and provoking 
: | | Pains, 
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Pains, Medicines muft be had to incite them, 
which the Phyfician prefcribes, .relying on 
the Judgment and Defires of the Midwife, 
but with great Injury and Prejudice to the 
- Woman in Travail ; for even the fharpeft 
_ Pains, in this Cafe, are to no purpofe, for 
they cannot force the Head of the Infant as 
it ought tobe, becaufe the Fetus {ticks ve- 
ry clofe, being ftrongly apprefled in his 
Head, Neck, and Shoulders, between and 
againit the Offa Pelvis; and this Situation is 
equally dangerous and mortal as the prece- 
ding, unlefs 4rt come timely to the Affi- 
ftance of Nature; if not, the Fetws muft be 
treated as above. | | 
- Infants. who, in this Situation of the 
* Womb, lie prone upon their Belly, are more 
eafily brought away; yet Experience has 
taught me, that fuch Situation of a prone 
Infant is oftentimes attended with equal In- 
conveniences as if it lay on its Back; and 
this happens when. the Fetws lies on its 
Belly in fucha place, where it may ftretch 
out the Forepart of his Crown, and hold the 
hinder Part of his Head fomewhat reclined 
Sideways, and where he may have his Chin 
preft to his Breaft, and his Face looking up- 
ward. Now the Face, reclined Sideways, 
may for the moft Part look upwards; in 
which Cafe even the moft skilful Mafter in 
the Art may err, for judging of the Pofiture 
of the Head, he will moft certainly con- 
clude, 
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clude the. Fetus to be lying on its Back; 
but when the-Head fhall be drawn out, he | 
will fee the Infane° follow with the Breaft © 
and Abdomen turned upward: whence it 
neceflarily follows, thatthe Head and Neck 
of the Infant were’ writhed or intorted, and ~ 
fo to have defcended into the Pelois. So — 
that the Midwife, infuch a Pofiture, ftands — 
in neéd of as much Labour to draw forth 
fuch a Fetus, as if ic had lain on its Back; © 
the fame Means therefore in both ought to — 
be made'ufeofi © © | | £4 
The Reafon why Infants are drawn forth ~ 
from Wombs reclined on either Side, with ~ 
the fame Difficulty as from thofe which have 
fallen direct forward into the Abdomen, is, 
becaufe the Shoulders of the Infant do then, ~ 
for the moft part, lie asit were diametrical- 
ly tranfverfe orvathwart the Pe/ojs: for 
which reafon, being prefled to, every where © 
by the Offa Pubis, they remain immovea- 
ble, and cannot be drawn forth without ex- . 
treme Violence: And unlefs the Shoulders 
fall down into the Pe/vis, the Head of the - 
Infant cannot be drawn out; and it willbe © 
very difficult to find any one ‘that has fuch 
tender Hands and Arms, as that he might 
immit them all along from the.Head to the © 
Shoulders, and fo dire& them as they may > 


_defcend into the Pelvis, or make them ‘lie 


direGtly over the Peis : fo that when the 
Head of the Infant isdrawn forward, they 
| ) ao may | 
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may fall into it, and:unlefs the Shoulders fol- 
low, as has been faid, the Woman cannot 
be delivered. MORE? hae aa 
But perhaps fome might ask, Whether in ~ 
fuch a Pofiture of the Womb and Infant, 
the Woman ‘cannot or ought not to be de- 
livered after another manner? I anfwer, If 
the hinder Part of the Head ‘is already fal- 
_ len into the Pe/xis, it can-be done no other: 
way, as I know of; but if fuch Situation 
be timely known, then a far different Me- 
_ thod muit be made ufe of, wiz. we ought 
not to fuffer the hinder Part of the Head to 
fall into the Pelois, but we ought immedi-. 
ately to break the Membranes, if they are 
not fo already; and then having with the 

- Hand immediately removed his Head tothe 

Side, we muft feel after the Infant’s Feet, 
_ which, when having found, gentlytodraw — 
them to us, and after this manner draw out 
the inverted Infant by his Feet; and in fo 
_ doing there remains yet hopes of faving the 
Mother and the Infant; which hopes en- 
tirely vanifh as foon as the. Waters have 
_ made their. Defluxion, and the hinder Part 
of the Head is fallen into the Pelogs. 
But, as we have before obferved, this Po- 

_ fiture or Situation, is entirely unknown to 
Midwives, and can by no means be diftin- 
guifhed by them ; for which Reafon very 
rarely they fend for a Mafter inthe Art, 
but when the time is elapfed wherein the 
idee : : Infant 
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Infant might be faved, nay very often too 
late for the Mother to efcape Death; for, 


in this Cafe, tho’ the Fetws be thus brought — : 


forth, being too much weakened and debi- — 


litated, fhe dies: for which Reafon, not 


without Caufe, we laid it downas a cer- 


tain Truth, that thefe Pofitures or Situations — 
are for che moft part deftru€tive and mortal: 


both to Mother and Infant. 


I befeech God, that at length he wouis 
vouchfafe to open the Eyes of themoft High | — 


and Mighty Lords of our Republick*, that 
they. might confider of fuch efficacious 


Ways and Means, to prevent that negli- - 


gent Ruin, Perdition, and Deftruction of 
- fo many Women and their Infants, occa- 


fioned by the dull and grofs Ignorance of 


Midwives, and at the fame time to prohibit 
the Abufe of unfeafonable taking of fuch Me- 
dicaments inciting Pains, according to the 
Caprice and Fancy of fuch ftupid Midwives. . 

I doubt not but every one, who is defirous 
of Improvement, may be glad to know by 


what Ways and Methods, in the beginning, 


Infants thus untowardly pofited, and per- 
verfely iffuing, may be drawn out by the 
Hands, with hopes of faving both Mother 
and Child ? F 

That we may give a candid Anfwer to 
this Queftion, Imuft fay, that in order to 
affift fagely and religioufly a Woman in la- 

ST 
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bour, under fuch unhappy Circumftanees, it 
muft firft of all plainly appear to us how 
the Womb and Infant are pofited, either. 
Sideways, ot in the forward Part of the 
Abdomen | 1h Bis pho 
_ If the Womb and Infant dre pofired on 
either Side, the beft way of all is, that the 
Mother fhould lie down in the Bed upon 
that Side in which the Womb and Infant: 
are ficuated, with her Knees lifted up to- . 
wards the Abdomen, and the upper: Part of 
the Body pofited ina more declining Situa- 
tion than the lower, that the whole weight 
of the Womb. and Infant may fall back- 
wards towards the Diaphragma. | 
If the Infant and Womb are placed in 
the Abdomen, the Woman ought to be 
kneeling on the Bed, with the upper Part. 
of the Body very much declined ; fo that 
the Abdomen being at liberty, the Womb 
and Infant may, by its own weight, defcend 
into the Forepart of the 4bdomen. 
_The Woman being fo placed, the Doétor 
ought to introduce his Hand, and gently 
bring itdown from the Head to the shoul. 
ders of the Infant, and then he mutt retro- 
prefs the Infant tomake room; after which 
the Head ought to recline a little towards 
one Side, the Chin apprefs the Breaft, and . 
then moving his Hand along the Head, and 
thence upon the Breaft of the Infant; he 
mult proceed to the Feet ; of which, having 
| C found 
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found one, he mutt hold it in a Noofe, that’ 


it be not pulled back again; then Jet him’ 


endeavour to get the other, and gently 
draw both thro’ the Mouth of the Womb;. ~ 


whitherto having brought them, he muft 


hold them clofe together with one: Hand, 


and with the other retroprefS the upper Part» 


of the Body, and fo by degrees draw forth 
the Infant by his Feet. : 


But Three things are here to be obferved : 


-(1.) That before the Infant is farther pro- 
tracted, the Woman muft be placed in a 
different manner ; that is, fhe muft be laid 
on her Back, with the upper Part of her 
Body fomewhat elevated, which is the Si- 
tuation of a Woman in a natural Labour. 
(2.) Beforethe Fetus is farther protracted, 
the Abdomen of the Woman ought bya skil- 
full Hand to be put up, rightly and firmly 
placed ; which then very eafily may be 
done, and provesa very great Conveniency 


and Advantage. (3.) While we draw: 


down the Feet, the Intant is to be inverted 


by little and little, fo that the Belly, Tho-> 


vax, and Face may be turned downwards, 


left the Chin ftrike upon, and be appreffed » 


by the Offa Pubis. | ‘ibs 
_ While we are employed in gently draw-. 
ing forththe Infant, let the Woman in La- 


bour likewife do her Office, that is, fhe muft 


ftrive,as much as in her lies, whether thePains’ 


provoke or not,. to exprefs the Infant, for — 


this 
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this is of very great Help and Advantage, 
and efpecially if the Infant is ftill alive; for. 
thefe Endeavours of the Mother hurt her. 
much lefs than the Doftor’s Touches, When 


the Infant is thus brought into the World, 


the Secundines, or After-Birth, are to be 


- taken out, and the Womb purged or clean- 


fed, as we have declared in our former Part, 
which would be ufeléls here > ee . 


MOLES ORG oso | 


CH AP, re 


Of a Difficult Birth, ‘occafi oned " 2 
‘the Infant's lying maege? or 2 
GEAR the Pelvis : | 


MO N G ST allethe sche Polit itures ig 

or Situations of Infants, none is worfe 
than this; that is, whenthe Infant lies tranf- 
“verfe or athwart the Pelvis, and efpecially 


' when. the Infant, thus polited, lies bere ding 
_ or on his Baek 34 <p 


This Pofiture always. caufes ‘a ‘difficule a 
Birth, whether the Womb be dire&tly or 


obliquely pofited’; and if fucha Pofiture cau. 

- fesa difficult Birth, when the Womb is di- 
_ rely pofited, a more will it do fo when 
F the Womb has an oblique Situation; and: 


"pe Gig 2! a’ -moft 
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moft difficult of allina Woman, whofe Pel-: 


wis is but fmall and plain, and when the, 
Bottom of her Womb falls down low in the, 
Abdomen. Pes Ry | 


Now two ways efpecially may an Infant. 


lie tranfverfe or athwart the Pelegs; the. 


firft is, when the Head and upper Part of 


the Body lie on one Side of the Abdomen, 


and the Feet, Legs, and Buttocks on the, 


other : and this Pofiture or Situation is yet 
much better than the next, which I am 


going to inftance, and for the Caufes I fhall 


prefently mention. » 


. That, which-is yet much worfe, is when | 
the Legs and the, lower Part of the In- — 


fant liein the Abdomen, but the Head and’ 


upper Part of the Body lie upon the Wo- 
man’s Loins. Be A eee 
There isno manner of Doubt ‘to be made, 


- but that an Infant, having either of thefe 


two Pofitures or Situdtions,cannot be brought 
into the World after fuch a manner, but 


that the Mother, together with the’ Infant. 
thus retained, muft die, unlefs fhe be deli-. 
vered by an artful Hand; which, immediate-. | 


ly after the breaking of the Membranes, may 
be effected eafier, fooner, and with lefs An- 


ie Se : Pie uk 
guifh than before, and very often, by {pin- 
ning, out the time, may be intirely impoffi- 


ble. 


ner, tran{verfe or athware the Pelvis, with 
' Bet: RE 


When the Infant lies, after the firft man-. 


? 
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the upper Part of the Body on one Side, 
‘and the’ lower Part on the other, and the 
Belly lying \loweft, whether the Navel- 
String hang out or not, there is not fo much 
‘Danger as when the Infant lies on his Back ; 
“becaufe the foft and tender Abdomen, or 
‘Belly of the {nfanr, cannot much refift the 
Hand when it is put in, in order to comeat 
‘the Feet; for an Infant thus pofited muff ne- 
‘ceffarily ‘be inverted and drawn out by the 
_ Feet, as I have taught and demonftrated in 
my firft Parc * | | oa 
But if the Infant lie refupine, that is, his 
Back lying loweft, then it will be very dif- 
ficult to invert an Infant in fuch a Pofiture, 
and draw it forth by the Feet 5 nay, it will 
‘be much more difficult and laborious, be- 
eaufe the Back is broad and hard, and does « 
‘not eafily give way to the Dottor’s Hand, 
~when introduced, or permit itfelf to be 
thruft upward ; befides, in this Cafe, he 
will be hindered from coming at the Feet, j 
which will be difficult enough for him to ae 
do, efpecially if there has-been already a : 
Defluxion of the Waters: but vet there is 
“no nearer way, no better Method of invert- 
ing the Infant, and drawing him forth by 
the Feet, than that which Ihave taught al- 


‘ ing - he ; es va ‘a 
fo and demonftrated in my firft Part +. ; 
“* Chap. 42. Fig. 28. 
‘T Chap. 43. Fig. 29. | 
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Tf uc -be very difficult to invert an Infant 
that lies tranfverfe or athwart. the Pelvis 


after the firft manner, it will prove twice — 


or thrice the Difficulty if he lies tranfverfe 
or athwart the Pe/yzs after the fecond man- 
ner; that is, when the lower Part of the 


‘Body lies inthe prominent Part of the /45- 


domen, and the upper Part. and Head upon 


the Vertebre of the Loins, efpecially if the © 
Woman’s Loins. are very. hollow, .andfhe — 
carry her Womb very low in the Abdomen. i 
If the Infant, thus pofited, lie prone on his — 


Belly, the Inverfion. will be much more eafi- 
ly made, or rather with lefs. Pain and An- 


_ guifh, neither is there fo much Danger, of 
Death, tho’ the Infant be not brought forth, | 
asif it lay refupine-or on its Back; and in 


the beginning immediately after. the De- 
fluxion of the Waters, or when they are 
actually flowing, it is no ways fo difficult 
to be brought about, as when the Waters 
have had their entire Defluxion, for the lon- 
ger we delay, it will with more Difficulty be 
effe&ted, and at laft perhaps not at all, nei- 
ther by the Hand, or indeed by any Inftru. 
TERI ha HOE VERA oly 4 Sigiay ois aaah 

_ Some one, perhaps, will imagine I have 
reprefented this Politure or Situation in too 


difficult amanner, not reflecting that this — 


‘fame Pofiture or Siruation is of all the moft 


‘dificult ; but let him but once confider the 
true Reafon of the difficult Inverfion of 
4g ba | fuch - 


* 
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fuch an Infant, and he will be obliged to 
acknowledge with me, that what I have af- 
ferted is entirely true : And that this may 
be well underftood, firft of all it is requifite to : 
havea juft Idea of the Pe/ois, the Bones of | 
which ate fo connected, placed, and defigned, 

_ that the Hand and Arm, when_ thrutt up 

~ thro’ its Mouth, or Hiatus, proceed ina right 
Line towards the Navel, a right-placed 
Womb has much the fame Situation; and 
therefore it is, we may move our Hand and 
Arm, and work in it very eafily, and the 
Arm is never ftrongly apprefled by the 
Bones.) =~» : igre ’ 
- But if the Bottom of the Womb defcends 
hence, or is prefled down into a propendu- _ 
lous; or a-forward-hanging Abdomen, then “ 

the Hand can never arrive at the Bottom of — ‘ 
the Womb, becaufe the Hand is then too | 
fhort fo to do, and the Arm too rigid, be- 

_ eaufe there is no middle Joint between the 
Hand, andthe Flexure of the Cubit or El- 
bow ; and as much as Phave earneftly endea. 

. youred-to exhibit to-your View fuch a Po- 
fiture, or Situation, yet hitherto I have not 
been able to give myfelf that Satisfaction. 

‘But, however, that I may give the Rea- 
der at leatt fome fort of an Idea of this mat- 
ter, you may caft your Eyes on both thefe 
Figures ; one of which reprefents a. Womb 
rightly pofited, and the other obliquely. 
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Thé firft Figure fhews you the Womb, 
with its Point, or Apex, lying dire@tly on 


‘the Pelvis; AA defigns or marks out the 


Pelvis, BB the Womb, C the Hand and 
Arm ftretched out in a right Line towards 
the Bottom of the Womb, Every one will 
eafily perceive, that the Hand and Arm, 
thus thruft up. into the Womb, have room | 
enough, that they may turn and roll round 
every way towards any part of the Womb, 
to invert the Infant, tho’ lying refupine 
on his Back, It is true indeed, that this Po- 
ficure or Situation extremely hinders the 
way, and makes it, in the utmoft manner, 
difficult to come at the Feet ; however, this 
may be done, tho’ not without great Trou- 
ble tothe Perfon who performs the Duty of a 
Midwife, and great Anguith to the Patient, 

But the thing is far otherwife in the /- 
cond Figure, which reprefents to. us a far 
different Pofiture of the Womb,. to wit, 
the Womb dire&ly below in the forepare 
of a Propendulous, or forward-hanging Abe 


domen, A A denotes the Pelvis, BB the 


Womb, and Cthe Arm. | ted 
Let the Reader obferve, that on the very 
firtt looking upon: this Figure, he will im- 
mediately think, that the Bottom of the 
Womb: is placed on the right Side of the 
Abdomen: could not reprefent to the Eye 
this Sicuation in any better manner, and. 
therefore he Ought to conceive in his mee 
ka the 
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the Bottom of the Womb to be fituated in 
-“anpropendulous- Abdomen, otherwife.he. will. 


a 


H. not be able to perceive well the Danger of — 

i this Pofiture. For when the Womb is placed ~ | 

ff only on one fide, tho’ as obliquely as here re- 

i) prefented, yet the Danger is twice lefs than | 
4 if it were fituated in the forepart of a pro- | 
i pendulous Abdomen : becaufe the Pelvis is ~ 

4! confiderably fpacious at the fides, fotharthe 
i Arm may be moved towards both fides at ~ 

the greateft diftance. But diretly'on the © 


forepart, between the Eminence of the Qs, 
Sacrum and the Offa Pubis, there is no ways 
A fuch a Space; nay, very often the way is fo 
+ narrow, that the Arm ftops fhort; being 


Miia ee 


i compreffed on every fide; nor can it re- 
main long, without much Grief and Afto- | 
 nifhment.. Nay, I my felf happened once | 
go meet with fo fmall.a Diftance between the } 
Eminence of the Os Sacrum and. Offa Pu-. © 
bis inone Woman, that my Hand-¢ould noe ae 
-pafs through, much lefs the Head of the Int jf 
fant ;fo that the Hand and Arm could not 
be introduced, unlefs at the fides of the | 
eminent Curvature of the utmolt Vertebre if 
\ of the Os Sacrum. . 
|. But ifthrough a more happy Fortune the , 
i Pelvis be large enough, fo that the Hand | 
. and Arm may eafily pafs through it, as |i 
«in the fecond Figure, the quettion then ts, by I 
to or attain the Bottom of the Womb? For 
| ; there 
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_ there lie the Infant’s Feet, and till they are 
taken hold of, it is entirely impoffible; to-in- 


vert and draw forth the Infant. be 
_ We fuppofed, the Infant to lie on his Back, 

and confequently his Feet are ftretched di- 
_re&ly upwards, or elfe being bent backward, 
-lie upon the Buttocks of the Infant: If they 


are ftretched out direétly upwards, they then 


_lie contiguous to the Bottom of the Womb, 
_and there they muft be fought for. I repeat 
it therefore again: How .can the Hand and 
Arm reach hither? It is impoffible, for the 
Arm has no Joint in the Middle,. and confe- 
quently cannot bend ; indeed, it may move 
and roll abouta little, but by no means can it 
reach to or attain the Bottom of the Womb : 
that it may there take hold of the Feet ; for 
the Arm remains compreffed on every fide, 
‘nay it.can fcarce reach half way. . FY 
_ Perhaps you will fay, the Arm need not 
be thruft up fo high, but that the Hand fli. 
ding down,along the length of the Back, 
mult fearch for the Feet, which perhaps will 


Jie upon the Buttocks. | Granting the Feet to 


be fo placed, I ask again, how can we come 
hither.? This is as impoffible as in the pre- 
ceding manner; for if with your Hand 
-thruft in below, you endeavour along the 
Back of the Infant to come at his Buttocks 
~ or Feet, there are ftill greater Obftacles to 


furmount,: for we cannot proceed farther — 


than the length of the Hand will permit, 
which tho’ it were twice more than it is, 
| ~ would 


oF 


a, 


ewhether any t | 
order to fave her ? Lanfwer,If the Woman has ~ 
‘been in Labour fome Days, if her Waters 
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“would not be fufficient to reach the Buttocks 


and Feet, and the Arm cannot follow the 
Hand when put im; for it cannot bend in that 
place, ‘nor is theré room thar it may follow 
the Hand to affift-fuch an oblique Situation. 

Befides, there remains yet another Diffi- 


: culty, which one does not prefently  re- 


fle&t on, wiz. That when we endeavour to 
put in our Hand ‘along the Infant’s Back, it 
muft be infleCted' towards our Body ; to wit, 
between the Off ‘Pubis, and the Back of 


the Infant : And as we do this, the Hand 
flides overthwartly on, that is, ‘the Joints 


or Knuckles of the Fingers move along the 


Back, and confequently~ neither Fingers 


nor Thumb can take hold of, much lefs firm- 
ly retain any part of the Infant ; but if you 


put in the Palm of the Hand along the 


length of the Back, immediately the Hand 
being prefled, remains unactive : for then it 
fhould be bent backward, and fo cannot per- 
form the third or fourth part of the length 
as is requifite to come at the Feet ; nay, in a 
word, the thing is impoflible, and the Wo- 
mancan by no means bedelivered. 
Some, perhaps, may ask, Whether a Wo- 


‘man. in this defperate Condition is to be a- 


bandoned and po up to certain Death? or 
hing elfe is to be attempted in 


have had their entire Defluxion, and fhe be 
in a high Fever, and ‘her Strength fail her; 
: va Hi : in 
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in fach a Cafe I thould advife to let her die 
quietly : but if fhe has any manner. of 
Strength yet remaining, then would .I ad- 
vife this‘-Method to be made ufe of; oiz 
Having asked and defired Leave to treat the 
Infant as dead, with hopes of faving the Mo- 
ther, this is the neareft and. only way foto 
do, as much as I have hitherto obferved ; 
to wit, having put. in the Hand below, as far 
as may be, as is reprefented in the fecond 


Figure, the Head of the.infant muft be — 


fought for, the Thumb and Fingers muft be ~ 


put into the Mouth, and fo to be taken hold 
of by the Chin, and thus the Head muft be 
drawn out downwards, as much ascan:be ; 
this done, a {trong Hook may be fixed into 
the Head, and the Head by this means.. be 


retained: The Head, thus with the Hook. 
fixed into it, muft be held by one Hand, and. 


gently drawn downward ; we mult, with 
the otherHand preffed againft theBack of the 
Infant, thruft it up towards the oppofite fide, 


that there may be room for the Head to be. 


drawn down, inverting at the fame time. by 


little and little the upper part of the Tnfant’s . 


Body, till the Head be turned downwards, 
and fo be laid upon the Orifice of the Womb. 
Thisdone,we may place the upper part of the 


Woman’s Body ina very declining Pofition, 
and procure two {trong Men to draw up the. 
Abdomen of the Woman with a Napkin or 


Towel, and then we may try to draw out 
the Infant; and there is great hopes by this 
sah | 3 meais 
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means both of delivering and faving the Wo- 
int all other Cafes of a Womb obliquely 
pofited, I have advifed, and it is my prefent 
Advice to feek for the Feet of the Infant ; 
and that the Infant thus held by the Feet, 


fhould be inverted and drawn forth: But be- 
eaufe in-this oblique Pofiture of the Womb, 


itis impoffible to attain or come at the Feet, 
there remains nothing elfe to be done, but to 
draw downtheHeadafter the manner jultnow 
mentioned, and to let it be then drawn forth 
as commodiouflyas poffible; whichOperation 
indeed is very difficult and troublefome, nor’ 
can it be performed but by a Hand? of the 
utmoft dexterity : but yet that the Woman’ 


may be faved, all Extremities muft be tried, 


and in this Operation the skilful Artift: mutt 
take all the Care imaginable not to hurt the 


~ “Woman, or do her any Damage. 


Such an extraordinary Obliquity of the 
Womb, and Infant’s Pofiture,was not altoge- 
ther known to me, when I put out the firft 
Part of this Work ; and therefore I could not 


~ with fufficient Certainty difcourfe hereupon. ~ 


But being afterwards, in the Month of De- 
cember, in the Year 1700, fent for to a: 
Woman in Labour at the Hague, in the Her 


: Speuy, a Street fo called 5; I put in my 


Hand, and found the Infant lying tranfverfly, — 


or athwart, the Pelvis, on his Back, with 


his right Hand hanging out of the Orifice of 
the Womb, and all the lower part of the 
: | Body 
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- Body im the Bottom ofthe: Womb,-which 


lay in the forepart of 4° propéndulous-or' fore! 
wa rd-ha nging. Abdo We We *The-Hea diof: the 


Infant lay agdinft the Rertdpreok the Loins 
of the Woman, with: thé Ghiw very muchr 


apprefled.to. the Breatts the left Hand. lay 
upon the Head, fo thaththére was nO way 
of coming sat it. 1 wom bie diy A G6 
» I endeavoured to mike’ as: much ‘root as’ 
was requilite to get at. the Feet; but this P 
found was impoffible, for the aforefaid’Caus 


2 


ea 


fess With a:greac deallof iPains 1 came’ ae 


—. 


laft fo far, thac I could: touch ‘the Head.::' Ti 
put my Thumb. into the» Mouth, and: Pf fele- 
the Infant bite it, and confequently:it wasyee: 


alive ; for which reafon J looked upon it to “s 


be impious to expofe to wilfil Death an Tn- 


e 


yet Strength enough remaining |; and having 


fant that was alive, becanfe the Woman had» 


found fome little Space, I was in hopes one 


way or othe: of: faving the Chi eR Olas. 

_ But the Woman regarding herfelf.cand 
Infant witha lef Religious Mind than 1° 
did, faid in plain Terms that the would fut. - 
fer nothing more, in order to be delivered, 
having for five Years then Ja ft paft wifhed to x 
die. ate! aaa al om ae 
This terrified me, and all the Women pre- . 


_fent, who endeavoured to make’ her ‘defift 


n . - 4 i - 
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from this Refolution, but in’ vain: The Wo- 
men, being enraged at fuch,adefperateTem- : 
per, went all away, leaving’me alone with 
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her :She got up,and taking aChair fat downto 
_ the Fire which I myfelf made, being defirous 


of hearing the Reafon of fuch.a defperate In-: 


tention. She told me, fhe had a Husband,. 
who had involved her in a great deal of Sor- 
row, and that fhe often wifhed for Death, _ 


that fhe might be delivered from fo great 


an Evil; and now, fince this way to death) 


offered itfelf, fhe had rather die with her 
Child, than endure any thing whereby fhe 
might be delivered : And tho’ [ endeavoured 


by all manner of Diffuafion to divert this Re- 


- folution, yet fhe continued unmoved, and a 


few days after died, with the Fetus re-.. 


maining within her. 


CROAROVO OIRO 


15 @gblenAreP. io sLEB, 


‘An Example of an Infant lying after 


_~ another manner tranfver [ly on the 


Pelvis, 12 aWomb obliquely pofited. 


Or the twentieth Day of O&tober 1712, 
| I was fent for toa Woman at Rotter- - 


dam, who had lain five Days in Labour, 
was very much weakened with a high 


. Fever, and delirious; where I al{o found. 


the like oblique Pofiture of a refupine In- 


fant, 


; é ‘ . i utd : ee . 
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fant, and the Bottom of the Womb placed 
in a propendulous 4sdomen, but more lean- 
ing to the right fide ;' the Infant lay indeed 


on his Back, but a little inverted, fo that . 


the left Shoulder lay next the Orifice of the 


_ Womb. 


Before I fearched this Woman with my — 


Hand, {1 asked the Midwife, who had been 
fome Days with her, how the Infant was 
pofited, and what Parts came forward ? 
_ She anfwered, the Child came forward with 
his Buttocks, and always remained unmoved 
in that Pofition. When’I heard this, I pre- 
fently declared I had good Ai abel a {peedy 
Delivery ; faying, If the Infant comes on 
with his Buttocks, there will be no difficulty 
of delivering the Woman : but going to 


work, I was inftantly furprized, per- 
ceiving that the left Shoulder came for- © 


. ward, and that I could prefently after come 
at the Back, and even the right Shoulder ; 
fothat the Infant lay refupine with his left 
Shoulder more declining, and his right 
Shoulder more elevated, when fliding in my 
right Hand along the Back direttly up- 
wards, I came to the Neck. T put my 


Hand yet ftill higher, ’till I came to the . 


Head, which being a little inverted lay with 
the Face towards the right fide, and the 
Chin very much preffed upon the Heart. _ 

I tried farther, whether in the left part of 


- theWomb, that is, whether in the Womb to- — 


/ wards 


igh. 
we 


34 MiIpWIFERY Improved. > 
wards the left fide of the Abdomen, there 
remained any Space, but I found that 1 
could not, without a great, deal of pains, put 
my Hand in between the Shoulder, Neck and * 
Head of the Infant, and the Womb, which 
was very muchappreffed by thefe partsof the — 
tnfant: fo that on this fide there remained no 
greater Space, and I could attempt nothing 


- to change the perverfe Situation of the In- 
fant. , . ' 


Wherefore, leaving this place, I thought it — 
neceffary accurately to examine into the per- — 
verfe Situation of the Womb ; and to that © 
end I put in my left Hand, which T thruft ~ 
tranfverlly beneath the Back of the Infant, — 
and after that upwards, where bending to- 
wards me my Hand and Fingers, I could 
fufficiently feel the Head and Breaft ; but I 
could effe& nothing to the purpofe, becaufe 


-Icould nor find there any the leaft Space: for 


the Head with the Chin was firmly preft 
down to the Heart, and the Womb with 
both thefe was on every fide ftraitned with 
fo ftri& a Compreffion, that I could not but © 
with the greateft ftraining, and that too not — 
without pain, lift. up one Finger ; or when — 
erected, contra& or bend it back again. | 
However,I made ufe of all my Strength to 
go higher with my Hand, but in vain, be- 
caufe my Hand ftruck againft the fide part. 
of the Womb : I fay, I touched the fide part 


of the Womb; which, inftead of lying in 
‘ | the g 


; & 
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the left fide of the Abdomen, looked dirett- 
ly upward ; for which Reafon I firmly 


concluded, that the Bottom of the Womb 


_ muft neceflarily be pofited on the right fide 
of the Abdomen: An aay of) 
_ That I might be fatisfied herein, I ran 
_ my left Hand over the Abdomen on the outa 
fide, and at the fame time with my right 
Hand in the Womb, I reached as far as I 
could towards the right fide of the 4bdy- 
men, and by this means [ was thoroughly 
afcertained of this rare and very oblique Po- 
fiture of the Womb, the Bottom of which en: 
tirely fell down into a prominent 4sdomex 3 


to wit, into the left fide of the Abdomen, in 


which left fide of the faid préminent Abdo- 


men, the Infant, with all the lower parts of — 
his Body, that is, with his Legs and Buta - 


tocks, had fallen down and remained com. 


preffed ; whence enfued two of the greateft 


Impoffibilities in the World. | 
- The firft Impoffibiliry was, that in this 
rare and perverfe Pofiture of the Womb 


and Infant, no Pains, how ftrong foever — 


they ‘might be, or had already been, could: 
avail any thing, to exprefs the Infant through 
the Orifice of the Womb, becaufe they 
would only more powerfully deprefs the In. 
- fant. into the propendulous Abdomen; exprefe 


fing nothing but the Humours, which ne. 
ceflarily fhould here remain; and fo would | 


do much more hurt than good. _ “A 
| | Da The 


\ 
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The other Impoffibility, which neceflarily — 
followed from thence, was, that, by long 
continued Pains, and the ftrong Depreflion 
of the Bottom of the Womb, and the De- 
fluxion of every requifite Humour, it would — 
be abfolutely impoffible, to put the Hand or 
Arm fo deep into the Bottom of the Womb, . 
that the lower parts of the Infant, that 1s, 
the Buttocks, Legs or Feet, may be come 
at ; which unlefs this be done, in fuch a Cafe — 
the Infant cannot be inverted, and confe- 
fg hel cannot either come forward, or be ~ 
rawn out: which in the beginning of the _ 
Pains might yet have been done, as leng as 
the Waters kept the Womb dilated and ex- ~ 
panded, and while the Bottom of the Womb, 
together with the lower parts of the Infant, 
- were not fallen fo low into the fide part of © 
the Abdomen, nor were fo much compreffed, 
and confequently, when there was a greater- 
fpace,that you might come thereto,and apply 
the neceflary Succours of the Hand. | 
How much did {heartily defire to favethis — 
unhappy Woman! And becaufe the Infant — 
was not only dead, but very much corrupt- — 
ed, of whom I was obliged to take no man- © 
ner of Care, and perceiving the Arms of the ~ 
Infant to ftop up the way, J wrung them 
round, and broke them ; but tho” by this. 
means I gained a little more room, yet was 
it not fufticient to Jet me come at the lower _ 
parts of thelafant. There remained nothing | 
sh | then 
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then to be done, but to try if the Head could 
be brought down by the Method afore-men- 


tioned ; but a ftrong Convulfion arifing, fo 
firmly ftraitned the Mouth of the Womb, 


~ and fo much contraéted all the Parts, that I 


was obliged to defift from the Operation. 
She continued thus agonizing, till about 
Noon the next Day, when fhe expired. 

-Tearneftly defired, by having this Body 
opened, to demonftrate to Mr. I. Vinck, (a 
Doétor of Phyfic, who read Lectures in 


that Faculty, and was then prefent at the 
Operation ) this rare and perverfe Pofiture 


of the Womb and Infant, that it might be 
ufeful to others; but, as much as I intreated 
the Husband to grant me this Favour, yet 
he would by no means confent thereto. 


_ Thefe two Cafes were the moft difficule » 
that ever occurred to me in my Praétice,tho’ I 


have exercifed the Art of Midwifery now 
for above forty Years. 

I know not, whether after fuch evident 
Demonftrations, any, but the moft obftinate, 
will yet defend the old Opinion, or call in 


doubt fuch like perverfe Situations of the 


Womb, and difficult Births thence enfuing, 


- which I have therefrom deducedthrough my 


whole Book : Who does not alfo fee, that 
they, who know not that a Womb can fuf- 
fer fuch a manifold Variation in refpeét of 
place, will never be able to conceive fuch 


difficult Births ? neither therefore will they 


D 3 know 


- \ 
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know well how to'defcribe them, and have 
made ufe, in delivering Women, of a yer 
uncertain and random Method. — 


Before [ quit this Subject of Infants lying : 


refupine, J have thought neceflary toadd yet 


fomething of an Infant, which lying refupine, 


touches with the Crown of his Head the © 


Offa Pubis , nay, and very often falls down 


upon thofe Bones, And what may be faid 


hereupon, relates chiefly to Midwives, wha 
by their Ignorance often kill Children, and 
as very often alfo the Mother with the Fa- 
tug ; wherefore I defire they would atten- 
tively confider and execute what follows, 
~ When the Bottom of the Womb plain 
enough lies towards the Back of the Woman, 
and efpecially in thofe, whofe Loins:are ve- 
ry hollow ; then the Head of the Infant re. 
fupine, very eafily falls down upon the Off@ 
Pubis, unlefs the Midwife hinders it in due 
time, by turning the Head and the oppofite 
part, and as foon as may be, by putting it 
on the Orifice of the Womb, which fhe 
ought to do whiie the Membranes are yet 
entire, or immediately after their Rupture, 
While the Membranes are entire; fhe may 
really (if fhe be well skilled, and minds d1- 


ligently her Bufinefs) perceive, whether the 


| 
| 


Head lies.upon the Orifice of the Womb ; 
for the Crown hath a round and fomewhat 


_ deuminated Figure; bit the hinder part is — 


tenet is ¥ 


we more 
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more oblong and plain; the Crown hath an 
open place giving way to the Touch, but the 
other is hard and boney.. When fhe .per- \ 
ceives, not the Crown, but the hinder part 
to lie upon the Orifice of the Womb, fhe 
ought not to fir down quietly, and prolong © 
the time, but be vigilant, and go to work, 


immediately, that is, fhe muft labour both 


outwardly and inwardly ; outwardly, fhe 


ought with one Hand upon the Offa Pubis, 
at every Pain, to retain the Head of the IJn- 


~ fant, and prefs it downwards; and inwardly, 


fhe muft, when the Pains ceafe, remove the 
Head from the Off Pubis, and fo make 
way for the Crown : and in fo doing fhe 
mult perfift, ’till the Crown. hangs direGly 
over the Orifice of the Womb. . And hither- 


to fhe ought nor to perfuade the. Woman 


ftrongly to urge her Pains ; for the ftronger 
fhe depreffes the Head, the fooner it -falls 
down over the Offa Pubis ; which, when 
once it is fallen down thither, then is it 
out of her power to put the Crown on the 
Orifice of the Womb: and when fhe cannot 
do this, the Mother. and Infant’s Bufinefs is 
done ; for the Woman cannot be delivered 
after this manner, the Membranes indeed 


- will be broken, and the Waters flow out, but ~ 


the Head remains there tranfverfly fixed on 

the Pelvis. _ | Pe) Boy 
If the firft Occafion be neglected, that. is, 
if the Crown of the Head, the Membranes 
| D 4 7 being 
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being not yet broken, is fallen down uponthe 
— Offa Pubis ; upon the breaking of the Mem- 
branes, fhe ought immediately to endeavour, 
with unwearied A pplication, to retroduce the 
Head, and place the Crown on the Orifice of 
the Womb, which neceflarily mutt be done, o- 
therwife the Mother perifhes with the Fetus ; 
or the skilful Hand of an expert Mafter in the 
Art muff thence draw forth the Infant either 
dead oralive: I fay dead or-alive, and the 
fooner the better; for it is better, if it can- 
not be otherwife, that the Child fhould die, - 
_ and the Mother be faved, than that the 
Mother fhould wich the Ferns certainly pe- 
rifh, who, unlefs fhe receive timely Succour, 
fhe unavoidably muft, | 
Icannot fufficiently wonder at the grofs 
Ignorance of moft Midwives, who quietly. 
for many Days attend fuch a Woman. 
if the Husband, Relations, or Phyfician, 
asks after what manner the Child comes on ? 
what Part offers itfelf? They anfwer, Very | 
well; that the Head lies over the Orifice of 
the Womb ; but it ftops there, Pains are 
wanting, or they advance nothing ; we mutt 
wait with patience, ?cill it thall pleafe God to 
put an end to the Work, PR et 
- But when will the Pains urge more ftrong- | 
ly ! O inexcufable Ignorance ! O ftupidIm- 
prudence ! in fuch a Situation, which we ~ 
may fearch out by the Hand and Fingers, 
and which we may know ina quarter of an 
enw ae | Heup 
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— Hour or lefs, which norwithftanding an igno- 
_ rant Midwife, and one grown old inError, ts 
wholly ignorant of all her Life. She defires 
Remedies to urge and incite Pains, that fo 


the Infant may be expreffed, not confidering © 
whether fuch Pains do either hurt or avail 


the Birth; for what good can they do, as 
long as the Head of the Infant remains thus 
fixed ? Thus they more and more prefs it 
down, and neither fhe, nor the Phyfician 
"perceives, chat they both join theirForces to- 
gether to deftroy the Woman, while they en- 
deavour to deliver her by this perverfe Me- 
thod ; whereas they fhould call to their-At 
fiftance the Aid of a more prudent Perfon, 
who with his skilful Hand might .expedi- 
tioufly do this Office. The Relations and 
Neighbours. place their Confidence in the 


Phylician dnd Midwife ; the Phyfician, he 


prefcribes by what the Midwife tells him ; 
but the Midwife is ‘either ignorant, or 
proud : Ignorant, while fhe knows not whe- 
ther the Child thus pofited can come forth, 


or not; and proud in this, that fhe covers: 
her Ignorance : And fo the Mother perifhes — 


with the Fetus, either thro’ the want of 
Skill, or the Pride of the Midwife. 

The Relations, indeed, bewail their Lofs ; 
~ but who thinks that both Mother and Child 


perifhed through N egligence? whoenquires 
into the true Caufe of this Murder? who 
| | ee ,ftudies > 2% 


: 


aie 


— 


‘many Matrons may*be imputed. But who © 


Te ae re DOF, ‘a 4 id Be 
* 


ftudies'to® prevent ic? who endeavours to ~ 


refilt an Evil fo mortal ? at 


_-Thus:things fucceffively run on for many 


Years,without any one’s Care or Notice ; nor 


does it feem’a Crime to fuffer fo many Men 
to perifh who might have been faved, be- — 


caufe the Cuftom of doing and feeing fuch 
things has-now along while prevailed, and 


not the leaft Scruple arifes, whether it could. 
have been otherwife?’ > . 1G 
That the common Herd fhould remain in — 


this Blindnefs and Ignorance, may be excu- 
fed; but that, Men of Learning, 72. 
Doétors, Magiftrates, crc. fhould take no 


manner of Care herein, exceeds all Compre- 
henfion. ‘This Book has now appeared ever. 
fince the Year 1701*, in which I have fo. 
manifeftly demonftrated the Errors of Anti- 
quity, as well as the Unskilfulnefs of all. 


Midwives, to whom the Deftru€tion’ of fo 


believes this? who has dived into the Truth 
of this Affair ? The Matter has hitherto re- 


-main’d in its old Condition. | 


This Calamity affeéts the Rich, as well as 


the Poor ; for they, who are unskilled in re- 
lation to .the one, are fo in refpedt of the 
other ; and indeed the Rich are equally neg- 


- JeG&ted. How comes it then to pafs that 
People’s Eyes are not opened, at leaft that 
_ things are not examined into? Have I not 
clearly enough defcribed this Subject, that it 
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, may be underftood by every body ? I offer 


my felf, for the common Good, to all Magi- 
firates and Men in Power, who defire to 
examine hereinto, for the love ‘they bear 
the Public, f offer my felf, I fay, in the 


Prefence of our Auguft Magiftracy, before as 


many Doctors of Phyfic as they fhall ap- 
point ; where I fhall make fuch evident and 
manifeft Demonftrations of what I advance, 


and that too fo clear, that their Excellencies _ 


may eafily be convinced of it. 


_, Grant then, O ye moft illuftrious Gover- 


nours of our Country and Cities, that I may, 

with that Reverence which is due to you, | 
implore of you, why you-command dead 
Bodies to be Infpected, when there arifes.a 
juft Sufpicion that they perifhed by a violent 
Death ? It will very likely be anfwered, 
that this is done with Intent that the Guilty 


* might be punifhed. Iconfefs this Infticution 


ud 


is praife-worthy ; but if every Year, inall | 
populous.Cities, a great many more Women 
perifh through the Negligence and Ignorance 
of Midwives, than are, murdered: by the 
Hands of Villains, ought not an Examination 
and Infpe&tion hereof to pafs into a Law? 
Firft, that it may be known, whether the 
Midwife has not killed the Infant : Secondly, 
whether the Mother, together with the Fr- 
tus, did perifh through the Midwite’s Care- | 
leffnefs 2. that fuch aDeftru@ion of theInfant, _ 
or Negligence, might be punifhed; at me 
ORR y 
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by forbidding fuch Midwives to exercife 
‘their Office for a time, or for éver, whilft 
others, more skilful, might in the mean time 
fupply their places: ! | 
If any one ask, Whether it be always 
poffible that we might know, by the Infpec- 
tion of the Body of a dead Woman, whether 
fuch Woman, together with her Child, died 
by the Careleffnefs of the Midwife ? I an- 
fwer, Moft certainly ; ic is always poffible 
for fuch Perfons, who clearly underftand the 
Art of delivering Women, and as eafily to 
judge herein, as to difcern, whether any 
given Wound be mortal, or not: And Iam 


38 
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céertain,that we fhould find,were fuchan Exa- | 


mination enacted by Law, that if not all, 
at leaft moft Women, who die in Childbed 
with the Fetus within them, perifh by the 


rude Hand or Careleffnefs of the Midwife. 


Is it not therefore a fad thing ; nay, what is 
~ much. to be lamented, not vigilantly to look 
into the wicked Slaughter of fo many In- 
‘fants, and that fuch faithful Admonitions 
fhould be contemned? | 

Perhaps fome Phyficians will fay, That ic 
is impoflible, by this InfpeCtion, here to 
judge, whether the Infant be killed by the 

Midwife, or the Woman, through the bla- 
- med Ignorance of the Midwife, died with- 

out bringing forth the Fetws ; not thinking 


themfelves fit ftritly to judge of this Affair: — 


‘and perhaps they will difluade the Magi- 4 


{trate, 


ji ' at 
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 {trate, whom they ought to urge thereto, 
from this Infpection. But I affirm the con- 
trary, and am ready to prove by Facts, and 
fo evidently demonftrate it, that any Magi- 
ftrate, nay a Carpenter, may ealily under- 
ftand it. inseam 
There are alfo fome Phyficians, who give 
no Credit to thefe perverfe and untoward 
Pofitures of the Womb in fome Women; but 
if we would examine into this Affair, by In-~ 
fpeGting dead Bodies, they would believe it ; 
for they might fee ic with their own Eyes, 
and handle it with their own Hands; and 
let thofe, who defire to be convinced, be pre- 
fent while I deliver a Woman, and I will 
make them fo fenfible of this perverfe Pofi- 
ture, by putting their Hand exteriorly on 
the Body, that they fhall remain no longer 
‘incredulous, and be fatisfied. that I have 
written the Truth: And if I as certainly 
now this, as that I know it is Day, when 
I fee the Sun fhine, fuch Phyficians of confe- 
quence are ignorant of this thing, of which 
they ought to have a perfect Knowledge ; 
and if the Midwives are ignorant of it, they 
are at the fame time ignorant of their 
Duty. ~ sak ahr at ee 
‘What therefore are ye doing, ye Doctors, 
when from the Accounts of fuch unskilful 
Midwives you prefcribe your Medicaments ? 
Again I ask, what do ye mean, by confi~.’ % xg 
ding in the Sayings of fuch flupid Women? 
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You drive the Veffel on the Sands, and de- .” 
{troy the Mother with the Child; where- — 
as, did ye but underftand the true State of 
things, the religious Care only of your Souls 
would make ye abhor fuch Practices. By 
what I here fay, I would not put a2 Mark on 
any one; but I {peak out of that Love and 
Fidelity which I owe to all Men, and the 
Commonwealth, as I hope others will fpeak 
to me, in order to inftruét me better; forI 
do not think my felf more than human: | 
{ carry the Man about me, nor does 
my Age hinder me from learning better; _ 
and I think thefe faithful Admonitions ought |» 
to be received, for f condemn no one with- 
our juft Caufe. | 

If the AGtions of Midwives were fufpe&- 
ed, and examined into, how great and how 
many Errors would be detected ; and how 
fhould we be aftonifhed to fee fuch horrible | 
Tortures of Mothers and Infants! This Wo- 
man, having taken hold of the Arms of a 
living Infant, draws them out with fuch Vio- 
lence, that you may eafily put your Thumb 
in between the Arm and Shoulder ; and thus 

_ a Gangrene enfues, which, after having de- 
_ voured the Child, deftroys the Mother. Ano- 
ther, bores through the Infant’s Skull, and 
takes out his Brains, that fo fhe might draw 
him forth ; which done,without asking leave 
of the Woman or Husband, leaves her wel- 
tring in Blood, and the Infant rotting in her 

i Womb. 
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~ Womb. -Hence arifes an intolerable Stench, 
which inflames the Womb, and kills the 
Mothér : And why need we wonder that 
~thefe things are thus’ tranfaded ? Every 
thing may be done, no one demands an Ac- 
count, no body examines into the Fat, eve- 
ry thing is done privately, and remains un- 
difcovered and unlooked into. For the > 
“Watchmen are afleep,-and the Phyfician 
thinks hehas done enough in prefcribing ; nor. 
does the Magiftrate enquire farther hereinto, 
the dead Woman is delivered over to be for- 
gotten, and this is enough. But, O forrow- 
. ful Husband, and much to be laménted Chil- 
dren! of whom the one lofes a Wife, the 
others a Mother. Thus one for fo many Years 
together fucceffively follows another; thus 
expofed is the Life of the deareft Pledges, 
never to be redeemed by any Price or Ran- 
fom. , ii 
Ought we therefore to excufe fuch Crimes, 
becaufe they are done in Secret’? So wicked- 
ly to punifh and deftroy Infants alive, and 
thus with her Infant deftroy the Mother, are ~ 
not thefe things horrid and abominable ! 
Do they not require to be looked into ? Do 
not thefe Crimes deferve to be punifhed ! 
Not Jong fince, ina Village called //7//- 
ween, 1 delivered, in lefs than halfan Hour, 
a Country Woman of a dead Infant, which, 
as the Woman herfelf, and the Standers by, | 
teftified was alive the Day before ; and 
ak Pee | which, 
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which, as I was drawing him out with my 


Hands, without any Inftrument, fent out a 
moft horrid Stench of a dead Body. The 
true Reafon of this, was, that a certain Mid- 
wife, as it was told me, having put a Noofe 
round the Child’s Arnt, bid two ftrong Wo- 
men pull it forward, till the Arm, torn from 
the Body, hung only by a little Skin, and 
fo left the Woman, as one that could by no 
means be delivered. What. dreadful Mi- 
{takes were farther committed in this Tor- 
ture, 1 cannot certainly fay, relating only 


here what was told me: But this I know, . 


that, when I fearched the lying-in Woman 
with my Hand, I found the twoArms hang- 
ing down out of the Womb, and that one of 
the Child’s Arms hung only bya thin kin 
about fix Inches diftant from the Shoulder, by 
which means all the Blood-V effels and Nerves 
being torn and broken afunder, it was impof- 


 fible but all theInfant’s Body muft have been 


affeed with a Gangrene, asI found it was ; 


for the Child being inverted, and not. 


_ forcibly drawn out by the Feet, was from the 
Head to the Foot all over moft horridly gan- 
grened ; nay, theGangrene had even penetra- 
- ted fo tar,that not only the Navel-String, but 
the whole After-birth was already walted 
away with a Gangrene, or rather with a 
Sphacelus, or perfect Rottennefs, which 
then was of a cadaverous and leaden Colour: 
whence I concluded, that the Womb alfo 


was. 
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was gangrened, and the Woman in great 
danger of death, which was but too true, 
for fome Days after fhe died. | 

And if fuch Crimes as thefe, how much 
foever they fhould be-punifhed, are fuffered 


‘to go on with Impunity, you will permic 


me, I hope, at leatt, faithfully to dete& and 
demonftrate them to’ the World, not with 


‘an Intention to accufe any one. Perhaps 


it might do fome good, if thofe, whofe 
Rank and Office fo require, would be vigi- 
lant herein, and in this Cafe, with united 
Induftry, ftudy the Gommen Good, and give 
ear to thefe Obfervations and Advice. If 


this be done, I fhall render Thanks to God;. 
if not, I am innocent before him, for Ihave ~- 


not held my peace, but have deteéted thofe 
Dangers, and clearly demonttrated them, 
and have eafed my Mind of that Burden ; 


_. the reft I commend to God, who fearches the 
Hearts of Men, and to whom: every. one 


muft give an account of what he has done, 


and of what he has neglected. — 


Perhaps you will defire to know, how, 


by the Infpe&tion of a dead Body, it may 


be feen, whether the Woman, who died 
with the Ftws within her, died of a natural 
Death, or perifhed by the Careleffnefs of the 


| Midwife? That therefore it may evidently 


‘I have faid, tho-ar the firft Glance it will 


appear, becauie [am perhaps the firft who 
have difcourted afcer this manner, that what 


feem 
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feem a very Paradox, was not without good 
- Foundation, I fhall willingly fatisfythis De- . _ 
fire : But before I come to do fo, J fhall firit 
entirely finifh, what yet remains to be faid 
in relation to difficulr Births ; then [ fhall 
come to the’ Midwivés Touchftone and 
Shield of Defence ; and there, together with 
what has been the PraCtice and Office of the 
moft famous Phyficians, Ifhall mention my ~ 
own. At laft, I fhall fay fomewhat of Iz 
fpettion, and demonftrate, how it may © 
be known, whether a Woman, dying with 
the Ferus in her Womb, died a natural 


Death, or not. seioegiy | 
A WONDERFUL CASE. | © 


In my firft pare * I fhewed, what Evils — 
are to be dreaded, when the Pejis of a 
Woman is too wide, and what the Midwife - 
fhould do, to be forewarned of, and prevent 
in fuch a Cafe the immnent Evils, and per- 
haps fatal Events that. may thence arife : 
{ have nothing more to add to what has 
been faid in that Chapter, on this Subject ; 
but only to confirm what has been faid, 1 
{hall here relate a very fingular Cafe, the 
like to which I never before or fince met. 
with. ban ay pee 
J was fent for fome time ago to a cer- 
tain Place a little out of the Hague, in the 
5 ERE eI a-Si aa 
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Street which leads to the Windmill, called, 
The Fools-fereet, to a Woman in Labour, 
where indeed I faw ave melancholy Spec- 
 tacle ; the .Child’s Head at the Shoulders 
hung out of the Mother’s Womb, even with- 
our the Pudenda ; and: yet the naked Grown 
only appeared, three fourth parts of the Head 
remaining ftill within the Womb : fo that 
the Womb, together with the Infant’s Head 
at the Shoulders, hung even without the Py- 
denda. The Midwife, not’ without Caufe, 
was” in’ very’ great trouble of mind, and 
could by no “‘théatis difengage herfelf Tonk 
this difficulty.’ I delivered the Woman, and 
I confefs, I found much more difficulty init . 
than I at firft had imagined ; becaufe I did 
not dare to pull forward the Infant, for fear 


I -fhould draw out the whole Womb along 


with it. 

By this Example, Midwives may. fee,how 
neceflary itis for them to obferve the In- 
- truGions Tgive in the firft Part, * lett by 
this means fhe ruth on, thoughtle& and un- 
provided, to the Ruin of Child and Mother, 
when they do‘not flay, and keep back the 
Orifice of the Womb, as I have faughe them 
in the arotiane ‘Chapter. ite 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of a Difficult Birth occafioned by De- 
fect of Pains, or by Fault of fuch 
as are [purious. | | 

AVING thoroughly treated of dif- 
ficule Births, to crown the whole, I 
{hall fay fomething of fpurious Pains, which 
are by others called wandering, fugitive, or — 
flicting Pains. 2 : 
Every one knows, that Pains are neceflary 
toa Birth; for thefe natural Pains, called by 
fome Spafms, mutt force out the Infant: By 
natural Pains, or due Labours, we under- 
ftand, fuch {pontaneous Motions, by which — 

the Mufcles of the Abdomen, and the Vil- 

ceraAbdominalia, by contratling themfelves, 

urge and deprefs the Womb with fuch a 

firong Preffure, as if the whole Womb was 

going tobe exprefjed out of the Body. And 
by the Help of thefe Pains or Labours the 

Orifice of the Womb is dilated by the Wa- 

ters, the Feras is impelled, and-thruft out 

of its Prifon; and confequently by this 
means the Woman is happily delivered, if 
nothing interferes that may hinder or retard 
the Birth. me 
| But 
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But when it happens, that thefe natural 
Pains are entirely wanting, (which Pains are 
moft like thofe, which every one who is co- 
{tive, experiences in going to Stool, but with 
this difference, that thefe urge and ftrain the 
Inteftinum Retium but thofe the Womb) 
or are either not fufficiently ftrong, or per- 
verfe and untoward) the Birth is hindered 
and retarded by them. 


As is a vain Endeavour to go to Stool, 


or Tenefmus ; fo alfo spurious are the 
Pains of thefe Women, which are called 
Vagi, or Tergiverfantes Labores, wandrin 
or fugitive Pains. Women having thete 
Pains, are fee at certain periods to labour 


under ftrong Preflions ; but before that Je- 


wefmus, or due Depreffion begins, thefe Mo- 
tions ceafe, and are changed into a fpafmodi- 
cal Pain, which when the Woman. is 
feized with, fhe cannot labour: The Reme- 
dy to change thefe fpurious Pains into; the 
genuine or natural ones, I have elfewhere 
defcribed. * | 

I fhall add to this, that in thefe {purious 
Pains, no urging or provoking Medicines 
muft be given, for they only. increafe the 
Anguifh ; but on thecontrary, Azodynes and 
Emollients,and then it will appear, that the 
Pains, by the Inftigation of Nature, will re- 


double. ‘This Advice fome Phyficians have © 
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laughed arand ridiculed ; but the fage and 
skilful. ones’ have gratefully received: it. 
Sotrue is it in all things, according to the 
Proverb, That one praifes what another 
condenins ; and Lacquietce in what I have 
{aid, which has been confirmed by the Ex- 
perience of above thirty Years. 

But it fometimes happens, that thofe Pains, 
which in the beginning promifed to be fuf- 


ficiently efficacious, have diminifhed very 


much} or evénventirely ceafed; and this for 
the moft part happens, if not always, thro’ 
want. of Help. Ir often happens, becaufe 
the Infant ticks faftand immoveable by the 
Head, Shoulders, or other Parts; nor 1s» it 


therefore pufhed forward, by which means > 
Nature, as tho” quite wearied out, droops 


and languifhes as we have . elfewhere 
mentioned, and therefore we fhall not fay 
any more of ithere. | : 

- But if, as ic may happen, that the Pazus 
thould diminifh and quite ceafe, provided 
the Infant be well turned in a right-placed 
Womb, Ladvife in fuch Cafe'to let the Wo- 
man alone; ’till the Pains return of their 
own accord ; but if the Infant ‘comes too 
much on to remain fo, ic may be tried, 


whether, by injeCting: a Clyfter,as I have 


elfewhere taken notice of, rhe Pains can 
be incited. VE this avails nothing, we mutt 
feek-for the Aid of a skilful PhyJician ; but 
the Midwife ought firft carefully to confider, 

| RR ek GA - whether 
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whether nothing may or ought to be done 
by help of the hand to aid the Birth, and 
bring forward the Child, for mo{t com- 
monly a skilful Midwife, or a dexterous 
Mafter in the Art, do more by exercifing 
their Hands to promote the Birth, than even 
a knowing Phyfician can perform with his 
moft efficacious Medicaments. 

“1 full well know, that a Birth may be 
rendred very eafy by efficacious Remedies ; 
but I have found by long Obfervation, that 
thofe which are vehemently ftimulating, gi- 
ven to Women in this Condition, are €x- 
tremely hurtful and pernicious: Nay, f am 
of this Sentiment, and am firmly perfuaded, 
that many Women might have been faved, 
if the Hand had been prudently exercifed, 
without taking any Medicines provoking 
Pains, who by the ufe, or rather abufe of 
fuch Remedies, together with their being 
fo much otherwife debilitated, have actually 
perifhed. rey, 

_~ [thank God, that Iam not guilty of this 

Abufe of giving many things inwardly, ha- 


ving experienced, that almoft all Women, 


may foon and fafely be delivered by. the help 
of an able Hand, provided they have fufi- 
cient Strength to endure, for alittle fpace, 
thofe Uneafineffes which neceflarily. muft be 
made ufe of in order for their delivery. I 
boldly challenge all the Women, which I 
have delivered for the {pace of 28 or. 30 


E 4. Years, 
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Years, reckoning the ‘reft of the time T 
practifed, amongft the Years of my Igno- 
rance, when I travelled the beaten Road : 
and I candidly declare, thar I do not know, 
that. in all this time, I attended more than 
two or three Women, with whom I laboured 
in vain ; all the reft I happily delivered in a 
very {mall time, and that too without any 
Medicines to urge or incite the Pains, and 
for the moft part without applying any In- 
{truments, never making ufe of any but . 
when Infants in Wombs, obliquely pofited 
with their Head, are moit ftrongly appref- 
fed to the Offa Pubis, and the Mothers, by 
a too long continued Labour, have been 
quite broken and debilitated ; for which rea- 
fon I have been forced to put a period to 
their Torments, and quickly deliver them : 
tc do which, I have indeed fometimes, but 
very feldom, broken one or both Arms by 
wringing them round, which yet for the 
— fpace of thirty Years, to the beft of my 
Remembrance, I did only twice or thrice ; 
and becaufe, T have learned by the Event, 
how little ic helped me, I do not think I | 
fhall ever do the fame again: And therefore 
I advife all Midwives, that they would omit 
this Practice, tho” indeed it can do no hurt 
or injury to a dead Child, nor give the Mo- 
ther any Pain, yet the Standers-by look on it 
asa thing full of Horror,and proclaim it as 
an Action moft cruel = 
el iaee Me Nor 
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Nor do I, know, that I ever tore or did 

hurt to a Womanany other way, foas there 
might remain any Inconveniency from thence 
arifing, except one Woman only, of whom 
I fhall-héreafter make mention: And [ re- 
member that I only once or twice. perceived 
that the Puadenda being too hard and lefs 
 tra&table, were torn by the Head. of the In- 
fant as it-paffed through. Nay, I do not 
know, that any of thefe Women ever. la- 
boured with an involuntary dropping of | 
Urine, or falling down of the Womb, or any 
other remarkable Inconveniency ; for which — 
I give repeated Thanks to Almighty God. - 
I therefore advife all Midwives, as much 

as they can, with a’skilful Hand to prevent, 
or remove every thing which may retard the 
Birth, that fo they’ may promote a fudden | 
Delivery ; and they will find, that they 
alfo will have juft Caufe to give God Thanks, 
and that they will be able, with lefs trouble — 
of Mind, to give a more efficacious A fliflance 
to their Women ; nor bring things into fuch 
Straits, as they ufed before to do, while 
they placed too much Truft and Confidence 
in Medicines inciting Pains, and gave not 
to their Women by a fufficiently skilful Ar- 
tifice, that Aid and Succour which was their 
due: which earneftly wifhing to all, who 
defire this from God, I fhall put an end to 
difcourfing of difficult Births, and come to 
to the Midwives Touchftone and Shield of 


Cry. 


eT 
f 


58° MipwireRry Improved. 
- Defence ; and, after having ‘thoroughly 
treated thereof, proceed to Infpettion. 


MACAO TOROS 


The Midwives Touchftone and Shield 


of Defence. 


“HE Touchftone is made ufe of to di- 
._ ftinguifh Gold and Silver from other 
Metals : as alfo that it may appear whether 
Gold and Silver be pure, or mixed with 
other Metals. In like manner the following 
Queftions and Anfwers will ferve us, to di- 


ftinguifh, whether a Midwife is knowing 


and obfervant-of. her Art and Office, fo that 
the Husband and Relations of the Woman, 
or the Phyfician whom they make ufe of in 
this Cafe, may. fafely confide in what the 
Midwife does, whom they have fent for to 
affift her. | pi | 


Now,, as this, Touchflone, by the Que- 


{tions and. Anfwers, given, may ferve as a 
Security to the Phyfician, and the Friends of 
the Woman in Travail ; fo alfo an Anfwer 

-fupported by Truth, and a faithful Narra- 


tion of the Midwife, may fupply the place 


of a Shield, by which fhe may defend her- 
+ Han “ felf, 
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— felf, and, repel all perverfe and malignant 
Accufations whereby unskilful and: male- 
volent Perfons endeavour to. cat the 
blame of a difficult Birth on the Midwife, 
tho’ fhe be in no manner the Occafion — 
of it. wre 4 orrtiye 

_ Equity requires, that we fhould equita~ 
bly deal with every body ; and there is no 
Man atts with fo much Pradence and Fide- 
lity, but that he may be expofed to the Con- 
tumelies of malevolent Perfons: and there- | 
fore it is but juft and equitable, that, as 
muchas wecan, we fhould lay a firm Foun- 
dation for Truth, by which Well-doers may 
be diftinguifhed from. thofe that do other- 
wife; that, Judgment may be paft, not from 
the Motives of Love or Hatred, but from 
the Nature of the thing it felf. ag We 
_. No Man of found Mind will deny, but that. 


Sincerity and Ingenuity, whereby any one is 


ready to give an Account.of his A@tions, are 
Signsof Cazdour : for let us fuppofe, that a 
Midwife is not endued with that neceflary 
Knowledge and Dexterity, which are requi- 
fite to deliver a Woman ; yet, if fhe be can- 
did, fhe will voluntarily give an Account 

what fhe has done, when thereunto required. _ 


If therefore fuch a one wants Skill, yet fhe. _ 


fhews by her Ingenuity, that fhe has a good 
- Will not to continue fo, and is ready to learn 
better, that {he may do better for the fu- 

: UTES 
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ture, or yield up the Task, if it exceeds her : 


Induftry, to one more skilful. 


ut when a Phyfician, or the Woman in 
labour herfelf, or any Relation, defires of 


the Midwife to know the Condition of the ' 


+ 


Woman ; to wit, how the Waters are form- — 
ed, what Situation the Womb is in, whe- — 


ther the Infant lies dire@ly, perverfly, to- 
wards the Orifice, what Member firft of- 
fers, @rc. and the Midwife refufes to an- 
{wer, or endeavours to ttop your Enquiry 
with an equivocal Anfwer, fhe wants Can- 
dor, and endeavours to cover her Ignorance : 
But let no Motive fway you, to truft either 
in her Words or Dexterity ; for if fhe be 
fo well experienced as fufficiently to diftin- 
guifh by the Touch the Parts as they are of- 
fered, if fhe is well acquainted with them, 
why does fhe endeavour to hide the true 
State and Condition of Things ? What 


fh 
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Hurt, what Damage will enfue, if fhe de. — 


clare things to be as they really are? Burt, 
latet Anguis in Herba, there lurks a Snake 


“ 
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in the Grafs ; fhe knows that fhe does not — 


fufficiently know the State and Condition 
_ of things, and therefore fhe is afhamed of 
being found ignorant, and dares not fay, [ 
do 20t know. | 


a 


; 
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For fhe, who is defirous to be efteemed | 


knowing in all things, dares not confefs fhe 
knows nothing of them ; and very well 
knows, that if fhe fays, the Infant comes on 

with 
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with the Head, fhe fhall be confounded with 
Shame, if afterwards it be found that it was 
not the Head, but the. Shoulders, or the El- 
bow, or the Knee of the Child. She knows, 
that if fhe fays, the Child comes on with 
the Buttocks, and afterwards it appears, that 
fhe could ‘not diftinguifh the Shoulder from 
the Buttocks, fhe fhall blufh with Confufion ; 
and, to avoid this, fhe fays nothing or gives 
an equivocal Anfwer, or fometimes an{wers 
the Enquirer in a paffion, and grows angry. 
Now I leave every one to judge, what is to 
be hoped for from .the Conduct of fuch a’ 
Midwife ? They who will commit them- - 
{elves to fuch a Midwife, may if they pleafe 
for me ; but I would not expofe my Wile, 
were fhe alive, nor my Daughters to fuch 
Danger. ) | 


ExaminaTion L._. 


That we may come to.the Point, I fay, 
that the firft thing which the Phyfician, 
the Woman herfelf, or her Relations, ought ~ 
to ask the Midwife, is; How the Waters 
may be, or then are already formed, whether 
oblong and flender, or fhort and broad, or 
fhort and even ? how they offer themfeives 
tothe Touch? If the Midwife fay, that they 
appear to her oblong and flender, and hang 
out like a {mall Gur; if this be true, you 
may be confidently affured that it will be a- 

difficult 
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difficult Birth : for the Head of the Infant — 
does not directly tend to the Orifice of the — 
Womb, or the Womb is obliquely pofited. 
For if the Head did duly lie upon the Orifice 
of the Womb, and if the Orifice of the 
Womb direCtly lay upon the Peé/gis, the 
Waters would be fhort and broad, ‘or fhort 
and even, but not oblong and {lenders «which 
may eafily be conceived, for the Head of the 
Infant lying dire@ly on the Orifice and Ca- 
vity of the Pe/yis, with the Crown‘of his 
Head, perfeétly ftops up the Orifice of the . 
Womb, as around Ball would {top up the 
Orifice of a Barrel, and that too all round 
about. When therefore the Pains force the 
Womb, then they deprefs the Waters, and 
make them fhower all round’ the Head,. 

- whereby thefe Waters difcharge two OM 
ces ; firft, by their Preflion they dilate the 
_ Mouth of the Womb; fecondly, they extend 
and attenuate the Membranes of the Secyy- 
dimes : whence neceffarily follow two 
other things ; firit, the Head- by little and 
little falls down lower ; fecondly; the 

- Waters immediately grow bigger and broad- 
er, and always round to the Touch, compofe 
an orbicular Figure of the Aperrwre of the 


es ‘Womb. This in every Labour always hap- 


pens ’till the Membranes are fo attenuated, 
thac at length not enduring a farther Exten- 
fion they break, and the encloled Waters 
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flow out, and then it is’ we fay, that be 
Membranes are broken. — | 

- But if the Waters hang down, or with- 
out the Body, like a {mall Gut, it is an evi- 
dent Sign, that the Infant comes on after 
quite a different manner, or that the Womb 
is obliquely pofited ; for whilft the Crown 
of the Infant does not ftop up the whole 
Circumference of the Orifice of the Womb, 
the Waters prefs the Membranes, and in 
fome places protrude then1 downwards on 


one fide. Thus the Waters, by flow degrees, 


defcend more and more through this ftrait 
Aperture, and that too fo long and {lender, 
that they hang out without the Body like a 
Saufage ; whence neceflarily follow thefe 
two things. ) 15 
~~ Firft, ‘That the Waters defcending after 


this manner, do not fufficiently enlarge the © 


Orifice of the Womb ; Secondly, the Infant 
does not defcend, but remains in the fame 


Situation. If the Midwife fays, that the . 


Waters are expanded in a fhort, broad and 
orbicular Figure, and that the Infanc directly 
lies with his Crown upon the Orifice of the 
‘Womb, and bids you hope for a happy 
Birth, fhe fpeaks the Truth or if fhe fhall 
fay, that the Waters hang*down fmall and 
flender, and warns you of a difficult Birth, 
fhe has done her Duty ; and if fhe knows 
there is any Danger, fhe is obliged to cell 
you fo: nothing can be better and ape 

| both 
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both for the Infant and Mother, than to des — 
liver the Woman immediately after the — 
Membranes are broken, whether fhe has her- — 
Pains, or not ; for we ought not to trouble 
~ourfelves about them in this Cafe, but the 
Infant ought to be drawn out with an artful 
Hand. If fhe gives you no fuch Warning, 
fhe does not difcharge her Duty,,and ex- 
pofes both the Mother and Child to Danger 
either through Ignorance or Shame. 

If the Midwife fays, there is Danger, and 
propofes the Neceffity of a quick Delivery, 
fhe has disburthened her Mind, and it is in- 
cumbent on you to look to it, whether you 
will commit this Charge to her Care; but 
on her, whether fhe dare undertake it: If 
fhe will, be it fo ; if not, fend for another 
more experienced, for there is danger in 
delay. | ay ‘es i ) 

If you rely upon the Midwife, you may 
give her one Hour or two at the moft ; if 
fhe cannot do her Bufinefs in that time, fhe 
does not underftand. her Duty: for fuch a 
Delivery does not require fo much time, and 
the Woman is in vain tormented. Send 
then for another, and caufe the Woman to 
repofe on her Bed, that fhe may not lofe her 
Strength in vain, and refrefh her with Meat 
and Drink, that fhe may thereby be better 
affiftted by another; and do not do like a 
great many, who wait one, two, three, nay 
tour Days ; the Woman and the Infant in the 

. | mean 
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mean time running the greateft perils ; bue 
if you really defire to fave the Mother and 
Child, donot negle& fo much as,one Hour, 


They who fway you otherwife, are inan Er- 


ror, whether they do this deliberately, or 
Gut Of Pendrance.:': 7000.50 7S) 10 3.3 
- But if the Midwife has told the Truth, 
and informed you of the true State of things, 
you have-found her skilful in this firft Exa- 
mination, and fhe having nothing reafonas 
bly to fear,.may, to defend herfelf, make 
ufe:of the Shield of Truth, and {peak out. 
I have’ mentioned the true State of things, 
told the Danger, and. rightly iadvifed ; if 
_ they fhall:neglect it, on them, not on me, 
detathe: blame be laidsacogt, 4 sego30 gbaskn: 
But when you ask her, if fhe does not 
inform you of the Danger, but fhall cajole 
you with-vain Hopes ; and if afterwards the 
‘Woman be too lately delivered, or die with 
the Infant in her Body ; fhe is guilty of her 
Death, either by her Ignorance or Perfidy, 
and not worthy to difcharge fo weighty and 
momentous a Function, or to be numbered 
amongft prudent and faithful Midwives. 


ExaminagtT vo n- lis. 


The next Queftion that defervedly. oughe 
to be put to the Midwife, is, How and ix 
what Place the Orifice of the Womb-is fi- 
tudted ? And confequéntly, whiether the 


Womb 
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Womb be direGly or obliquely: pofited ? or 
. whether fhe can reach the Aperture of the 
Womb, or not ? whether  fhe:can reach up 
to the whole Aperture, or only part, of it 2 
whether it is placed on one fide of the Pel- 
gis, or lie to, or upon, the Off@:Pubis ? or 
directly hangs over the Cavity of the Pe/- 
wis? whether retracted upwards, or hangs 


falling downwards? and how the Waters — 


are Torm@d 204. Sai 7 Ge oll Rise Hogs gs 
Some, perhaps, will.imagine, or tell you, 
that you..comprehend too many things in 


this one Queftion. I anfwer, That this one _ 
only 'thing is here. required, which’ being - 


timely known, is neceffarily required’; and 
indeed, properly fpeaking, nothing ‘more is 
here required, thah ;where and how ‘the 
Orifice of the Womb is placed, and how the 
“Waters are formed >. And if ithe Midwife 


does not: know this, what Rule will fhehave — 


to at by > She will:then, in fuch a Cafe, be 


like toa Pilot withouta Compafs, and how j 


can the Phyfician or Relations know whe- 
ther the Birth isto be looked upon ‘as diffi- 
cule-orveslyit uhic! hy 


Perhaps a Midwife may mabe anfwer to 


this, and fay, that it is very eafy. to ask fuch 


Queftions, but what Midwife can dire@tly — | 


_-anfwer them? Since’ we may make ufe 
of only one, or two Fingers, to: fearch the 
Woman by the Touch, how therefore is it 
‘pofible for us to know the Poficure .of the 

| Womb, 


- oe 
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Womb, and what in, its Aperture Offers it” 


felf tous? © 
-Lanfwer, One or two iodinders is ; fu ficient , 


to know the Situation of the Aperture of 


theWomb ; and how the Waters are formed, 
may be known after. this.manner, zz. when 
the Infant lies with the Crown of. his Head 
towards the Orifice, and falls down upon the 
Pelvis ; but if, on the other hand,-the 
Mouth of the Womb fticks above the Pe/- 
‘wis fideways, or lies lower down upon the 
Os Sacrum, then you cannot couch it with 
one or ‘two (Fingers, and thofe Perfons who 
in fach a‘Cafe will not . permit you to put 
-your Hand up fovfar as as requifite; deprive 
you of the Means, whereby you may know 
the true Situation of the Womb; and confe- 
quently you can form no. Judgment of it, 
snor declare what imminent Danger. mighr 
enfue, or-take the neceflary Precautions, and 
fo you are not any wifeculpable,» 4! 

If any one fhall prefcribe fucha Rule or 
““Methotf to’ Midwives, he fhews himfelf 
. wretchedly learned, or is deceived by’Men 
-little verfed in thefe. Affairs ; for had they 
-but made trial of this, they would have been 
-ebetter informed, and not have ipretretbed to 
‘others: fuch hurtful Methods...» 

But that Midwife, who.is not: tied down 
bi fuch |Preferiptions, ought not to heed 


them, but do that which is requifite, and ne-. 


ceflary, in order to be convinced of the true 
2 SItUs 
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Situation of the Womb’s Orifice, that fhe 


may be able to inform the Phyfician, orRela- — 
tions thereof, if they defire it ;andtho’they 
fhoutd do fo, for her own SatisfaQtion, and it 
the thing fhould have ill Succefs, fhe may 
boldly fay, I am not to’ blame, I told the 
Danger, and warned her Relations: This is 
her Shieldy by whichfhe may repel all Ca- 
lumny. and ‘Detraction. othe 
Tf therefore a skilful Midwife can anfwer 
to this Qneftion, and tells you truly, that the. 


Orifice ‘of the: Womb dies direé&tly on. the — 
‘Pelvis, the Crown of the Head duly pofited _ 
‘at the Orifice of the Womb, and that it has 
already fallen into the Cavity of the Pelzis ; 


that the Waters are formed fhort and even, 


-or broad ; or that they are already broken, 
and good.part of the Head hangs out : you 


may be very well fatisfied, that an eafy 
Birth muft enfue, and a Midwife of an in- 


different Capacity may eafily perform what 
js to be done; nor is there any neceflity of | 


making much hafte, but leave the chief Bu- 
finefs to Nature. : a tale 

But if the Aperture of the Womb fall di- 
re@ly on the Pelvis, and the Crown of the 
Child’s Head hang out enough, but yet fticks 
above, it is a Sign denoting either a great 


Head, or a ftrait and narrow Pelvis 5 for a 


{mall Head falls very eafily into a large Pef- 


wis, and affords an eafier Birth; and yet for 


all thar, a great Head may pafs through, un- 
aN ae Ok lefs 
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lefS the Pelvis, being too much upon the © 


Plain, it fhould {tick unmoveable on the mid- 
dle of the Offa Pubis : and in fuch a Cafe 
the Midwife ought to deprefs it towards that 
fide, where the Pe/vzs offers itfelf more with 


greater fpace, and you mult give way pa- 


tiently to time, *rill {uch large Head, by little 
and little ftretches it felf along, as 1 have be- 
fore informed you. BD Maks rots > 

Afay,if the Pe/vzs be large enough, that 
the Infant may pafs through ; for there are 


Women whorhaye fo ftrait and plain a Pe/l- 


vis, that a’ perfect Fetas can no manner of 
wife pafs through, and confequently in fuch 
a Cafe the Woman: muft undergo the Ope- 
ration of an Incifion, without which there 
would be no Hopes or Expectancy. of a De- 
livery ; tho’ indeed I never found a Pe/uis fo 


very narrow, yet for all that ITmake no © 
doubt but fuch there may be. An Fixglifh ~ 


Phyfician affirmed tome, that he faw fuch 
a Pelvis in a Skeleton at Lozdom, in which 
the Pelvis was fo ftrait and fhallow, that it 
was ‘not two Fingers Breadth, through 
which moft certainly an Infant could no 
ways poffibly pafs.. 


But if the Midwife fay, that the Orifice of 


the Womb lies up very high, and leans fide- 
ways on the Os I/chiox, or is polited or lies 
upon theQ fa Pubis,or falls backward on the 
Os Sacrum or Vertebra of the ‘Loins, and 


that fhe-can only feel afmall part of it like 
. | Se tee. Be 


a 


tM i 


» more ftrait and narrow, the Infant harder 


+ 
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+ alittle Half-Moon, and is not able to judge 


what Member offers itfelf, nor’ canicontrive 
that the Orifice of the: Womb fhould fall 
down upon the Pe/e7s, and that from this 
Situation of the Aperture of the Womb it — 
follows, that the Bottom of the. Wombiis po- 
fited one way or other obliquely ; things: be- 
ing in this Condition, according to the Infor- 
mation of the Midwife, you know that'a 
difficult Birth muft enfue, and that both Mo. 
ther and Fetus'arein danger, ¢ 9 

If the Midwife fhall ‘tell you there'is' im- 


- minene Danger, fhe prudently and ‘faithfully 


difchargeth her Duty ; if not, then fhe has 


been wanting therein, either through lack of 


. Skil, or Fear, or Shame: but be'that as ic 


will, Time ought here by no means to be in 


the leaft negletted.: If you defire to fave the 


Mother ‘and’ Infant, do not make flight of 
this Advice; for there is ‘ten times more dan- 
rer, by. waiting for.a natural Delivery, than 
if you immediately delivered a Woman 
with anvartful Hand, I {peak this, being 
fully convinced of its Truth; and if you 
obferve thefe my faithful Admonitions in 
this refpe@t, but a very few Women would 
die in Childbed, and a great many Infants 


would be faved, who. die by waiting toa 
long: for while you fpin out delays, the Wa. 


ters flow down, the Space of the Womb is im- 
mediately diminifhed, the Paflage rendered 


by 
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nalia, and more deeply depreifed if it be po- 
fited fidewaysjor in the forward hanging part 
of the Abdomen, the Woman’s Strength is ex- 
haufted by her Pains to no‘purpofe, and the 
Woman, by little and little, is mere and more 
debilitated ; at laft, there is no Affiftance 
defired, but when the Infant is already dead, 
and the Mother lies: down but half alive ; 


and though’ the Woman be then quickly e-- 


 nough delivered by a skilful Hand, and the 
dead Infant drawn forth, which now- being 
a dead Cartafs fends out aStench, and has in- 
feted the Womb, yet for all that the Mother 


perifhes,and then the death of the Woman 


is of neceffity imputed ‘to this‘ artful Deli- 
very ; but‘as abfurdly, as if the death of a 
Man fhould’be afcribed to the Rope that 
drew him half dead out of the Water. 

I repeat it therefore again, that it is not 
the Delivery, but the delaying of a timely 
Delivery: ‘which deftroys the Mother with 
the Fefus.- Ie is enough that [have given 
Teftimony to Truth: he who refufes. to be- 
lieve this, lec him be incredulous to his own 
detriment and lofs ; but’‘they, who follow 
thefe Advices, will be able to be Witnef- 
fes of the’ Truth : and afterwards, while 1 
am yet alive, or when I am dead, this Pra- 
“Gice will hold up its head and flourifh, and 


then Experience. will fhew, that in thefe __ a 


% 
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by drynefs and death; the Womb 1s more, 
— ftrongly compreffed by the Yifcera Abdomi- ~ 


ee oe & ole) 
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things I had an Eye to the Common Good, 


and gave the beft Counfel and Advice, 
EXAMINATIO w HL. 


But ifthe Midwife fay, that the Orifice of 
the Womb does indeed. dire€tly lie upon the- 
Pelvis, but that the Crown ofthe Head is, 
not there; and that: on.the contrary the In- 
fan¢ comes on with the fide part of his Head, 
or his Face, or that the Navel-String comes 
along with the Head, or that a Hand or Foot 


Lie 4, 
» We 


aa 


may be felt, take care, and know forcertain, 


that in fuch a Cafe you ought immediately 
to aflift the Woman, . tho’ the Membranes be 
ftill entire: If fhe fay, fhe does not know any, 
thing is here to bedone, fhe is ignorant of. 
her work.; for fhe ought norto reft,before fhe 
has brought only the Crown into the Orifice 
of the Womb,'having removed the other parts. 
to: the fide.''»\imbeiow yi | 

But if it happens, that the Crown of the. 


‘Head cannot be brought into the Orifice, 


the Face. being ftrongly appreffed and re- 
maining unmoveable in the Orifice of the 


Womb, you muft not ufe any Violence, to 
repel the Hace, and by that means invert 


the Head, but fhe ought to wait his coming 
out after that manner. If therefore the Mid- 


~ wife fhall tell you, that fhe has. put back each - 


Member thus coming out together, as the 
Foot, Hand, or Nayel-ftring on. one fide, or 
pany ie ‘towards 


, 
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towards the lower part of the Head, fhe has, 
duly difcharged her Office ; but if. fhe is. 


herein dilatory, and cannot retroduce fuch 
Member fo offering itfelf, but permits it to 
fall down with the Head, it is a fign fhe is 
not fufficiently Miftrefs of her Bufinefs. | 
However it is poffible, that the Pains 
may urge by fuch fhort Intervals, and ‘fo 
ftrongly, that a Midwife, before the Mem- 
branes até broken, cannot retroduce with 
the Head the Member ‘thus offering itfelf; 
and. then in fuch Cafe it muft be done im- 
mediately after the breaking of the Mem- 
branes, or fheis'ignorantin the Art. 


Examination IV... 


¥ 


“If the Midwife fay,,that the Orifice of — 


the Womb lies indeed. on the Middle of the 


Pelvis, but that nothing comes out but fim- 


ple Water.; and if thence fhe knows how to 


prediGt, that.a difficule Birth will.enfue, fhe 
fhews herfelf ingenuous: for the Mother 


and Fetus both are in Danger, and the beft 
Remedy. is, to deliver the Woman imme- 
diately after. the Rupture of the Membranes ; 
for the Infant lies tranfverily either on his 
- Back or Belly; the fafeft way is to invert 
him, and draw him out by his Feet. But if 
the Midwife does not know that fuch Pofi- 


ture is dangerous, fhe does not rightly un- 


derftand 
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derftand her Art, and: ’tis. a matter of the: 
utmoft danger tofollow her Advice. we 


Lc Died ee bee 3 Oh Gee ae OR IC ot 
» BXAMINATION.V.— 


‘We difcourfe hereof a Womb rightly 
placed,. which hangs dire@ly over, or upon, - 
the Pelvis, where the Head does not come 
out, but fome Members.of the Infant. 

When. therefore. the Midwife, tells you, 
that the Orifice of the Womb. does. indeed 
dire&ly lie over or upon the Pelozs, but that » 
inftead of the Head fome Member puts for- 
ward, or fometimes the Navel-{tring only;_ 
you are informed, that it will bea difficule ~ 
Birth, -and chat the Woman ought xto.be de- 
livered by an artful Hand immediately after 
the Membranes are broken’; that the iNtothier 
and Infant, ifthenalive,may befaved. 

~ { fay, immediately ‘after the Meinbranes 
are broken, ir may fafely be donés nor is 

“the fpace of one Hour requifite, when for’ 
the moft part half an Hour ‘may be'fafficient 
for a Man well pra@tifed in this Art. If the’ 
‘Midwife can perform’ it, and fhe may be 

» confided in, let! her do’ it; if not}: lep the 

. » Woman reft, and’ do not ‘weaken’ her by — 

" Pains in vain, but fend for a morecable Mid- 

wife, or skilful Matter in the Art, who may — 
deliver her fafe and: foon. PI gee. 

_. If only the Navel-ftring comes out, it 1s. 

~ credible that the Infant advances tranfvertfly, 

lying 
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lying on bis Belly ;, in, this.Cafe the Navel- 
{tring muft be retroduced, and the Infant 
drawn forth by the Feet... 44.4) 

_ If with the Navel-ftring. there comes'a 
Hand, Foot, Elbow, or/both Hands of the 
Infant, thefe muft be retroduced, or put back, 
the Infant inverted, and drawn out by-the 
Beet oisisilh dor ebb CANE “U0! Loa 
. If a Knee,offer ,icfelf,or one, or both 

Feet, the. Knee muft. be. retroduced,- but 
both the Feet be laid upon-the Orifice, , and 
the Infant, is thus to be drawn ont.; but’ al- 
ways the ‘Toes turning downwards-with the 
Heels upwards,, for. this way caufes the ea- 
fielt Birth, ” Hirao ws foo ails Fobd Pal 

if the Infant.comes out with his Buttocks, 
he may indeed.come out after this manner : 
but it is much better andi more fafe, toree 
troduce the Buttocks, and put the Feet up- 
on the Orifice of the Womb, and draw him 
out ; but take heed, that by Violence, or an 
untoward handling, you do not cripple the 
Infant’s Thighs, and fo make him lame... 
_ If both the Feet come out together, the 

Midwife only muit let them fall down; and 
cently draw them to her ;. if the Toes are 
downwards,and theHeels upwards, the birth 
comes on as well as one could defire ; if nor, 
fhe ought, taking both Feet inher Hands, by 
little and little, to invert the Infant as he 
comes on, and fo promote his Iffue. _ 


ty 
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 Inall thefe Cafes; as hath been‘faid, there 


ought to be a quick Delivery; but the fa- 7 
feft, eafieft, and leaft dangerous Method of _ 


all, isimmediately after the breaking of the | 
Membranes; and fuch Delivery may be per- 
formed by a skilful’ Hand in lefs than an 
Hour’s time, nay moft ne lefs than 
halfan Hour. Who does not therefore be- 
hold the much to be lamented and impru- 
dent:Errors of rude and unexperienced Mid- 
wives, who after the Membranes are broken, 
fit by the Woman'a whole day, nay, very ot- 
ten a great many days together, and yet do 
not deliver her, and fo by their Careleffnefs 
kill both the Mother and Child. Is not this 
horrid? isnot this dreadful Negligence to be 
blamed’? who dares approve of fuch Care- 
leffnefs 2 who will not condemn it ? ye 

If the Midwife fhall tell the danger, and 
own herfelf not. capable quickly to deliver 
the Woman, fhe is not to blame; if not, fhe 


fins, and ought to be punifhed for her Neg- 


ligence. R pos 7 

“But you, O Phyficians, my Companions 
and Collegues, who are fometimes fent for 
to lying-in Women, or their Relations, ‘to af- 
fift the Midwife, that you might, if fhe atts 
with too little Skill,or Imprudence, teach 


her better, or at leaft inform her Relations 
-of ‘her want of Skill ;: fuffer me, if you 


pleafe, to.ask you, whether you have not feen 
thefe horrid, abominable and wicked Specta- 
sid cles ? 


‘— 
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cles? Do you not often, at the earneft Defire 
and Entreaty of thefe rude and ignorant 


‘Midwives; prefcribe forcing Remedies, and © 


‘put: the Woman into the Agonies of Death? 
and yet without delivering of her; and fo you 
‘deftroy the Mother with her Infant: when 
both, or oneat leaft, by the affiitance of an 
-artful Hand, might have been,’ in lefs than 
‘the {pace of one Hour, freed from this dan- 
ger. I would not have what I fay to be in- 
. terpreted as a Reproach or Reflexion on any 
‘one, orto make you afhamed ; no, but only 
‘candidly to.admonifh you: Look into your 
felves, and faithfully weigh what Ihave 
advanced, and then confcientioufly judge, 
what you ought to do. oH Oyen 

|. Weigh; I befeech you, thefe things atten- 
\tively, in the prefence of God. If it be true, 
‘that all. ill-turned Infants, in Wombs rightly 
placed, may be immediately, after the Rup- 


“ture of the Membranes, inverted and drawn’ 


-forth, and that a Woman in Labour may be 
«thus delivered with her Fetus and: Secun- 
‘dines, without any previous taking of .Me- 
~dicines, and any Pains requifite thereto.; do 
not People therefore act extreamly ill in de- 


erring fuch a falutary Operation, in fuch im- 


'minent Danger, of the Mother’s perifhing 
<together with her Infant, by fo dilatory and 
unskilful Hand of a Midwite, who after the 
‘breaking of the Waters cannot deliver her. , 
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You will fay perhaps, tho’ what has’ been 
‘here propofed fhould be true, yet would it be 
too dangerous to prefer this Method toany | 
other; for-who has experienced ‘that thefe ~ 


things.are really true ?: POR IU | 
~ TPwould not, if I: knew it, impofe upon a 
Child, much lefs would I deceive a Neigh- 
‘bourin'a thing ‘of fo much Moment : I fo- 
leranly affirm to you;that: what chas been 
faid.istrue, being {ufficiently' farisfied inmy 
Confcience, that I muft render‘an account to 
God, whoknows ‘all things ;:and ifiyou are 
‘backward of belief, -give credit toithofe, who 
thave {ent for me in'due time, and they will 
every one Orally confirm the Truth of what 


gs 


IT have here advanced. Peeo aha 
Tremember that not long fince, delivered 
feven Women at ‘the Hague, and not only 
quickly difpatched ‘my Bufinefs with them 
all, but they all of them ‘furvived the Ope- 
ratjon, and lived ‘afterwards in good State of 
~~ Health, tho I was not timely enough fen 
for ; bur the eighth was inher Agony when 
{came to her : upon which, calling the Huf 
band afide, I told-him, I almoft'defpaired of 
faving her Life, becaufe fhefeemed. to carry 
with her ‘the Image of death ; but yet if he 
-defired I fhould deliver her; Iwould ufeall 
my Endeavours fo to do. She had ftrong 
Convulfions ‘the Night before, and was ina 
high Fever ; fhe breathed fhort, and with 


much difficulty ; her Face was very much | 
contracted, 
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contraétéed, and as it were cadaverous; but 
yet, atthe defire of her Husband) I de- 
divered ‘her in-half an Hout’s time. But after 
the Child and the Secwndines were’ drawn 
forth, the Woman’ died before fhe could ‘be 
“put to Bed ; ‘where it muft be noted, that J 


delivered thefe eight Women of as many 


dead Infants, moft of which might have . 


been brought alive into the World, if they 
had fent for me in due time ; but indeed Ig- 
norance perfuades Men, that it is not decent 


for a Woman to be delivered by a Man, un- 


lefs the Infant be dead ; which Error ‘has 
proved fo prejudicial to many ‘Infants, and 
Women of good fafhion, as to be the death 
oy Goths ie ae ae 

“~~ Permit ‘me again ‘to ask you, if any [n- 
fants,ill-turned in a Womb ‘rightly placed, 
may be inverted, and brought forth in an 


Hour’s time? Are not ‘therefore the Phyfi- 
cians and Midwives obliged to tell this to 


the Women, Husbands, ‘and Relations, and 
propofe to them the beft Method of faving 
‘the Mother? or, ‘on ‘the contrary, are they 


not to be accufed'of Negligence if they omit 


~ thefe things? And fo, without admonifhing 
“of the Relations, they let the Mother perifh 

“with her Infant. . | ike 
Iam now in hopes, that People, better in- 
‘formed and convinced’of the Truth, will no 
Jonger err, but moft faithfully ferve their 
Neighbour, laying afide all private i 

) | : anc 
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and Advantages whatfoever. I amobliged 
alfo, in order to excufe and defend all well- 
meaning Phyficians, to give them thisAdvice, 
when they are fent for to Women in Labour, 
that they lie under the: greateft difficulties ; 
firft, becaufe fuch falutary Advice of deli- 
vering. Women by Men is fo little agreeable, 
and moreover, becaufe it is fo difficult to find 
a Mafter in the Art capable of fuch Opera- 
tion, and fo troublefome and inconvenient, 


to fend for him from Places very remote, at 


the Expence of fo much Time and Money : 
for, as. too often .it happens, fuch a skilful 
Perfon is not to be found in any City, 
how great and populous foever it may be; fo 
that all are not to be blamed in this refpect ; 
for when they. have advifed. what.is to be 
done, they have difcharged their Duty. 


If therefore the Midwife is confcious of 


any Danger attending the aforefaid Pofitures 
- of Infants, and notwithftanding does not de- 
liver the Woman, through want of. Care re- 
quifite thereto, and if fhe does not adver- 
tife. the Woman, Husband or,Relations, but 


- deludes them on with vain Hopes, and the ~ 


Mother by fo doing perifhes with her Infant; 
does not fuch a Midwife in this Cafe com- 
mit a great Sin, and ought fhe not to be pu- 
nifhed by the Law ? Ought not careful and 
vigilant Magiftrates to look into thefe things, 
that fuch mortal Errors may be thoroughly 


examined ? that they may correct chem, and 


~ enact 
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enact very fevere Penalties, for fuch Negli. 
gence, for the Good of Mankind, 

Tcould fay much more on this Subject, if 
{ had a mind to dwell upon that vaft Va- 
riety of Cafes relating hereunto; but I think 
what I have faid fufficient to intelligent Per- 
fons; nor indeed would any thing more be 
agreeable to the Malevolent: for which Rea- 
fon I fhall finith this ean and pafs on to 
‘Scat 


OH ih TD gots 


y 
: GN tig 
ee ie ORAS ‘ ve 


oy 


4 
- 

nF 
by 

bas He 

wert 
Pek is. 
b.' 
i 
: , 


82 \Mipwirery Jmproved.) ~ 


Bocakticokeloe sna calvelsoncarierielaa aU ciuclactag 


ae 


, Core ge Via oe 

How, by the Infpection of a dead 
Body, may be difcovered, whether 
a Woman dying with the Foetus 
within her, died of a natural Death, 
or perifhed through the Negligence 
or Unskilfulnefs of the Midwife. 


‘HA La may not immediately involve - 


my felf ia certain Aypothefes which 
may be doubted of, { fhall fpeak firft of 


Women, that die with the Fetus within 


them, the Infant however being well turned - 


in a right-placed Womb. Such a Woman 
may indeed, either by Sicknefs, or want of 


Strength, fall into fuch a Weaknefs, as not 
to be able. to produce Iffue, or fome fault 


might be in the genital Parts : And in fuch 


Cafe of Weaknels, or ill Conformation of the — 


genital Parts, the Midwife is not to be ac- 


“‘eufed ; and yer Tam of Opinion, that this 


ee a . 
very rarely happens: for as long as both the 


womb and Infant lie in a right Line upon the — 


‘Pelois, 
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Pelvis, there is occafion of none, or of very 
weak Pains; for fuch an Infant may molt 


eafily, and without any trouble, , be brought . 


into the World without them. 

But if, by infpecting the dead Body of a 
Woman who died in Childbed, the Womb 
appears to be rightly placed, and the Infant 
therein fo pofited, that it does not come on 
with his Head, but with one Hand, Arm, 
Knee, Elbow, or one of the Feet, the Navel- 
ftring, Buttocks, 4bdomen, Breaft, in a 
word, with any Member of his Body, and 
the Woman have Strength at fuch time of 
her Labours ; and the Membranes be bro- 
ken; and if, immediately, after the Deflux 
of the Humours, the Delivery (which might 
be done in half an Hour’s time) ‘be not 
performed, but left ro Nature, and the Mid- 
wife never told its Danger, nor advifed a 
quick Delivery; it isa fign, thatthe Morher 
died with her Infant by Careleffnefs, and 

-that the Midwife was guilty. of that Negli- 
gence, and therefore ought to be punifhed: 
‘for had fhegiven due notice of the danger, 
the Woman might have been delivered in 
Jefs than an Hout’s time, and there might 
have been great Hopes of faving both Mo- 
ther and Child, or at leaft one of them. 

‘Certainly fuch a Cafe may clearly be de- 
termined by the Infpection of the dead 
Body; for no Phyfician, Profeffor of Ana~ 


tomy, or any other, who well know the — 
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Structure of the genital Parts of a Woman, 
can deny, but that by opening the Body of 
a Woman who died in Childbed, we may 
clearly and evidently fee and be fatistied of 
thefe two things following, o/z. Firft, whe- 
ther the Orifice of the Womb dire@ly lies 
over the Aperture of the Pelvis, or not ¢ 
Secondly, it may be eafily found out what 
Member of the Infant offers itfelf to the 
Mouth, or lies on the Orifice of the Womb. 
If therefore thefe two things may be fo di- 
itinétly and evidently found out and per- 
ceived, we may alfo from InfpeCtion  cer- 
tainly and firmly judge whether the Woman 
perifhed through Neglect, or not. 

But if it be found, that the Woman peri- 
fhed by Neglect, the Queftion is, whether 
the Midwife knew the perverfe Situation of 
the Infant in the Womb, or not? If fhe 


knew it not, fhe is ignorant of her Art ; if 
fhe knew the Danger, and did not fpeak of 


ir, nor timely defire Affiftance, fhe is guilty 
of the Murder both of the Mother and In- 
fant. If this be really falfe, then two and 
two do not make four, nor three and two 
make five ; buc if it be true, ic 1s no lefs cer- 
tain, thac by the Infpection of a dead Body, 
One may indubitably determine and diftin- 


-guifh, wherher che Woman perifhed by Neg- 


Je& of the Midwife, or not: And if by In- 
{peCtion we may be affured hereof, I leave 


any one io judge, whether a Means fo cer- 


tain 


nd 
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tain ought not to be made ufe of for the Pub- 


lick Good. | 


The Second Degree. 


But if, by infpeGting the Body, it appear, 
that the Womb is perverfly placed in the 
Body, and the Orifice of the Womb lie on 
or towards one fide of the Pelvis, or the 
Os Ichion, or Os ion, or be laid towards 
the forepart of the Body upon the Offa Pu- 
bis, or towards the hinder parts of the Body 
lie reclined on the Vertebre of the Loins, 
or Eminence of the Os Sacrum, a little © 
higher or lower, it matters not ; and not 
-the Head, but any Member at or upon 
the Orifice of the Womb ; the queftion is, 
whether the Midwife knew this perverife 
Pofiture, or not ? If fhe did not, fhe was 
not fufficiently inftructed in her Art ; if fhe 
knew it, it is a farther queftion, if fhe owned 
the danger of fuch Pofiture ? If not, fhe is 
ignorant of her Arc; but if fhe faw the 
Danger, and did not inform the Woman, or 
her Relations, nor faithfully advife and per- 
fuade them to have the Woman timely deli- 
vered, immediately on the Deflux of the 
‘Waters, or quickly foon after, to fave the 
Mother and Infant, fhe has been deficient 
inher Duty, and deferves to be punifhed ; 
for, on the Deflux of the Waters, or imme- 
diately afterwards, it is very likely that both 
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the Mother and) Infant might: have been 


faved ; for the Woman, by a -well-expe- 
rienced Hand, might have been delivered in 


about an’ Hour’s time: for tho, when — 


the Womb is thus pofited, there is greater 


Danger in relation to the Infant,’and greater 
Labour, Skill and Dexterity to deliver fuch 
a Woman, than if the Womb had been 
rightly placed ; and yet for all thae, fuch a 
Delivery may, by a skilful Hand, be per- 
formed inan Hour’s Time, and fometimes in 
a little more, or a little lefs than an Hour. 
By comparing all things, it -will appear, 
that fuch a Delivery may be performed in 
lefs than inan Hour; but, after long delays, 


the thing proves quite otherwife, »’ “his be- 
ing allowed, it certainly may be determined 


by Infpection, whetherthe Woman, with the 
Child within her, was loft by the Careleff- 


nefs of the Midwife. itd 
The Third Degree. 


When by InfpeGion of a dead Body it~ 


appears, that the Womb had a perverfe Pofi- 
ture, and that the Infant’s Head lay with 


its Crown or otherwife on the Pelvis, and 


at the fame time se appreffed on 


fome one of'the Offa Pelvis, and not fal- 
len down into the Pe/ois; the queftion then 


again is, whether the Midwife knew this 


Ps 
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_ Pofiture of the Womb and Infant, or not? ~ 


If not, Jask, whether fhe knew the great 


‘Danger that was in fuch a Pofiture? If nor, 
fhe is ignorant of her Art ; ff {he knew 


itr, fhe deale very perfidioufly, by not ac- 
quainting the Woman and her Relations, 
and perfuading them-to fend fpeedily for 
fome one, who might, upon the Deflux of 
the Waters, or immediately afcerwards, de- 
liver the Woman, not. without hopes of fav- 


- ing both Mother and Child. 


For tho this Pofiture bring more Difi- 
culty to a Mafter inthis Art than the pre- - 


ceding, the Woman may notwich{tanding 


alfo be delivered in an Hour’s time; but in 
this Pofiture the Infant is more in danger 
than in the preceding. If the Midwife does — 
not declare the Danger of this Pefiture, nor 


defire Affiftance, fhe is guilty of the Murder 


of the Morher and Infant, and defervedly 
ought to be punifhed ; and becaufe, by in- 
fpecting the Body, this Pofiture may be 
evidently known, hence therefore it alto 
plainly appears, that by Infpection we may 


‘be certainly affured. in this Cafe, that the 


Mother and Petus did not die a natural 
death, but by the CareleffnefS of the Mid- 
wife. Drie, tee NN ca in 
And becaufé, by Infpection of the 
Body, this deftruGtive and deteftable Neghi- 
gence might be detetted, and certainly 
known; I leave it to the Deliberation of | 
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all Magiftrates, who have the Caufe of Re- 
ligion at Heart, whether to fave fo many 
Women and Children, this Practice does not 
deferve to be admitted > with equal, cer- 
tainly, or greater Reafon, than the Infpec- 
tion of a Body of any one that has been 
drowned, ftabbed, or poifoned ; becaufe a 
great many more Women and Infants pe- 
rifh by the Careleffnefs of Midwives, than 
thofe who die by other means, whofe Bo- 
dies are infpected. 


The Fourth Degree. 


When, on infpe€ting of a Body, it appears, 


_that one or both Arms hang without the 


Orifice of the Womb, and the Woman die 
thus undelivered, which clearly appears by - 
Infpection,the queftion is, Whether the Mid- 
wife, as foon as fhe found out this Pofiture 
of the Infant, knew its Danger? If not, fhe 
is ignorant of her Art; if fhe knew it, the 
queftion is, whether fhe told this Danger.to 
the Woman and her Relations, and defired 


Affiftance to deliver the Woman, which 


might have been done in an Hour’s time, 
with great hopes of faving the Mother and 


Fetus? Xt the did, fhe is unblameable ; it 
not, fhe deferves to be punifhed, and that 


on a double account, if fhe pulled the Arm 
of the Infant, yet alive, in order, that ways, | 


tQ 
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to draw him out duplicated : An A& hor- 
rid and abominable! which tho’ it be com- 
monly enough praétifed by Midwives, yet 
highly deferves fevere Animadverfion, nay, 
ought to be punifhed by Laws to be enac. 
ted for that purpofe ; for it was the that 
killed the Child, and was the Caufe, as 
much as in her lay, that the Woman died 
with the Child within her; and no one skil- 
led in the Art can deny, but that by Infpec- 
tion it may in this Cafe be clearly known, 
whether the Midwife was not the Caufe of ~ 
the Deftruétion of Both. | 


Perhaps fome People might ask  thefe 
Queltions following, viz, 


. Whether it is never in any Cafe lawful 
for a Midwife to pull or protra@ the Arm 
of an Infant, as long as it is alive, that fhe 
may draw out the Infant thus duplicated, in 
order this way to deliver the Mother ? | 


I, Whether it is not lawful for a Phyfician 
to affift the Midwife in this Cafe, by giving 
the Woman in Labour fuch Medicines, as 
may ftimulate and incite her Pains ° 


‘ 
Imake Anfwer to thefe Queftions, with a 
Mind fully convinced and informed of the 
true Nature of the Cafe: I fay then, that 
they commit a moft abominable Crime, and 
(Gia | not 
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not fufficiently to be punifhed by the fevereft 
uaws, who thus rudely protract the Arm of 


“a living Infant, that he might’ thus be 


brought forth duplicated ; for while they do 
this, ‘chéy kill che Child, and expofe the Mo- 
ther co the danger of death. And as it is 
uniawful voluntarily to’ kill’an Infant, fo 
with parity of reafon is it as unlawful ‘thus’ 
to protraé a duplicated Infant, inafmuch as 
death immediately muft enfue ; as we ought 
rot to give any Afliftance to one who would 
commit Murder, fo it is as litrle lawful fora 
Phyfician to affilt or aid a Midwife, who me- 
ditates on fuch horrid and deteftable ACtions, 
by giving the Woman in Labour fuch Medi- 
cines as are apt to ftimulate and provoke her 
Panes 0 | ) | 

T have found by Experience, that anIn- 
fant coming out wich his Arm, and ftrongly 
retained in the ‘Womb, if the Arm be not 
protracted or twifted, may live two Days 
or longer ; nay, “may be brought into the 
World .alive, without any Tumour or Pa- 
rahjfis of the Arm, provided he be inverted 


by a skilful’ Hand, and drawn forth by the 


Feet“ on the contrary, if a Midwife thus 
protraét an Infant, he dies in a few Hours 
time, becaufe the Arm being hereby ren- 
dered thicker, (wells and grows hard ; and - 


“4 unicfs the Infant be quickly drawn forth, 


the Atm is. feized with a Gangrene, which 
having begun firft in the Arm, difperfes ba 
ne elf 


~ 
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felf along the Neck, Heart and Head of the 
Infant, all. along the Navel (tring, then. in 
the Secundines, and thence into.the. Wom Fs 
fo that the Infant rots with an intolerable 
Stench, and then both Mother and Infant 
perifh ; and thus the Midwife is the Caufe 
of this Murder. 2 aa 

Since things are fo, we may undoubtedly 
know by Infpection, whether the Mother 
and Fetus died naturally, or fadly perifhed 


by the Careleffnefs and cruel Hand of the 
Midwife. | 


The Midwives, perhaps, will make ane 


{wer, to excnfe themfelves, that tho’ by thus 
protracting the Arm they may kill the Child, 
yet they do not deferve to be punifhed, be- 
‘ caufe they cannot draw out a duplicated In- 


fant otherwife, thanby thus taking hold of — 


_ the Arm; and confequently are blamelefs, 

becaufe it is always better to kill the Infant 
in order to fave the Mother, than that Both 
fhould die deftitute of Help, and that ‘it is 
manifeft from Experiments, that fometimes 
duplicared Infants have paft through, with 
prefervation of the Mother’s Life, ~ 

I never denied, but that they have very 
often drawn out duplicated Infants, and the 


Mother furvived, tho’ delivered after a per-- 


verie Method ; but how often does the con- 
trary happen, and to how many Women 
has this Method been deftru@ive? How 
many Women, after vain Labours, have pe- 


rifhed 
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rifhed with the Fetws within them, I fhall 
not tell, leaving it to thofe who were prefent 
thereat. This only I fhall fay, thatchis will 
be the Cafe when ever this perverfe Method 
of delivering Women fhall be inftituted, and 
whenever it is fruitlefly attempted. 


A duplicated Infant may be drawn forth, | 
if the Capacity of the Pelois exceed the 


Bulk of theChild, if the Woman has fufii- 
cient Strength left her, her Pains ftrong : 
for in this Cafe an Infant may indeed be ex- 
prefled, but the Infant always dies, and the 
Mother runs the rifque of her Lite. | 

But, on the contrary, if the Capacity of 
the Pelvis be of lefs Extent than the Bulk 
or Moles of the Infant, the Pains rare and 
feeble, and her Strength fail; all things are 
made ufe of in vain, and the Woman dies 
with the Child withia her. 

Any one, tho’ but of an indifferent Genius, 
hence clearly difcerns, that what the Mid- 
wives do, depends entirely upon Chance, 
fince they do not know what things are ne- 


ceflarily Requifire to fuch a Birth, and what . 


not ; and therefore the good or bad Succefs 
of this perverfe Labour is altogether what 


they are Strangers to, and at beit the thing» 


remains very doubtful. | 


The quettion now is, whether with pru- _ 


hs 
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dence fuch a perverfe Operation may be in- © 


Mtituted ; and if it be lawful to kill an Infant 
with fuch and fo extreme an Ambiguity or 
! Doubt- 
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Doubtfulnefs of Succefs, efpecially if fuch 
Delivery might be attempted with great 
Hopes of faving both Mother and Infant ; 
and all this to be done in an Hour’s time, 
that is, if it be attempted in due Time. 

I do not deny, but that, if ic cannot be 
otherwife, it would be better: to kill 
the Infant, than that both Mother and the 
Infant fhould perifh together. But this 1s — 
not what we talk of at prefent, fince there 
is a fafer Method of delivering the Woman, 
not without great hopes of faving both Mo- 
ther and Infant ; the Woman may really im- 
mediately, in lefs than an Hour, be delivered 
of a live Child, provided it be inverted and 
drawn forth by the Feet with a skilful 
Hand: But to this the Midwives oppofe 
themfelves, thinking, an Infant is not to be 
inverted, as long as he lives, but rather kill 
the Infant, while they hope to draw him 
out duplicated ; and at the fame time expofe 
the Mother to Danger, that they might not 
be looked upon as uncapable of their Office. 
But when they can neither do this, then they 
think it yet timely enough to fend for one 
more skilful than themfelves, not reflecting, 
that the Woman’s Strength has now failed 
her; who then moft commonly dies imme- 
diately upon her Delivery, not confidering 
‘that the Mother is murdered with her In- 
fant partly by Neglect, and partly by fuch 
cruel ‘Tortures. : | 
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May God grant, our moft illuftrious Magi- 
flrates, on whom it is incumbent to’ con- 
fult the common Good, that their Eyes at 
length may be opened, fo as to prohibit this 
deteftable Method of delivering Women, and 
punifh thofe who fhall be found guilty in fo 


doing: for, on Infpecting of a dead Body, © 
they may certainly know, whether the Mo- 
ther and Fras perifhed by the Negligence 
or Miftake of the Midwife. Nay, without 
— infpe€ting the Body, this may be determin- 


ed, provided Phyficians would be prefent, 
where I am bringing fuch Infants into the 


~ World); then let them, after the Birth, with 


me examine the dead Infant and Secundines, 
and I will clearly demonftrate, that thefe 
Infants did not diea natural death, but of a 
Gangrene, which began from the torn Arm: 


it will alfo thence appear, how neceflary an > 


Infpection would be. But this Teftimony I 


amutt give to Truth, and fay, that the 


ereateit Number, by far, of fuch Infants 
coming out with their Arm, and which af. — 
terwards they drew out by Inverfion, died 
of the Gangrene ; which not without great 
Trouble of Mind I beheld, and often groaned 
within my felf, feeing no Remedy, whereby 


~ [might hinder this Deftruction of fo many 
Children, ’till at length it came into my 


mind, to propofe an Infpection of the dead 
Body, that this deteftable and moft to be 
abo. 
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abominated Prattice might be forbidden by. 
publick Authority of the Laws. ue 
- But if thefe faithful Admonitions do noe 
as yet move the Magiltracy to take due 
Care to prevent this Slaughter of Infants, 1 
would advife all Husbands, whofe Wives 
are in ‘Travail, that they. wouid diligently 
inculcate into the Midwife they make ufe 
of, that fhe would immediately tell them, 
when fhe firft perceives the Arm to come 
forth. ‘Then I advife them not to fuffer the 
Midwife to draw out the Infant duplicated 
(or double) but let them lay the Woman 
quietly on the Bed, and without delay fend 
for one more skilful, who may invert the 
Infant, and draw him forth by the Feet; fo 
will there be great Hopes of faving Both, 
and che Woman will in no wife be fo wretch- 
edly puntihed, nor her Strength fail her fo 
much as.in the preceding Cafe: for fhe may 
be delivered in lefs than an Hour’s time. * 

Before I fhall difmils this Subje@ of the 
Deftruction of Children occafioned by 
breaking the Arm fo rudely pulled forward, 
I fhall,couch in a few Words upon the Mur- 
ders of Children occafioned by the Midwives 
hurting their Heads, whence a Gangrene 
feizes upon the Head, and the Infant dies : 
But this alfo may be detected on Infpecting 
the Body.. 
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The Fifth Degree. 


No one can deny, but that by Infpection 
of the dead Body, it may clearly enough be 
difcovered, whether the Head of the Infant 
be hurt ; that is, whether it be contufed, 
or compreffed, and hence the Bones. paf{s- 
mutually over one. another, or the Skin of 
the Head be cut or torn afunder ; or whe- 
ther the Menynges are perforated, or the 
Brain wholly, or in part be extracted or 
drawn out, and confequently the Infant to 
have been in the worlt manner ill treated 
and punifhed ; for fuch Cafes, I grieve to 
to fpeak it! I have too often found : But if 
thefe things had happened only to Infants, 
already dead, they might have been in fome 
-meafure pardoned, tho’ I think nothing of 
this nature ought to be fuffered to be prac- 
tifed by any Midwife ; for who can hear 
without horror fome Midwives thus cruelly 
‘butcher and mangle live Infants alfo? ~ 

It will, perhaps, be anfwered, that there 
is no doubt to be made, but that. by Infpeét- 
ing of a dead Body, we may fee, whether 
the Head of the Infant be hurt, or not ; but 
that it feems altogether dubious, whether 
we can certainly determine, a live Infant 
has been fo cruelly punifhed by the Mid- 
wife ; and therefore it will be asked, whence 

» 4 It 
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it is we Can for certain know, that the Child 
perifhed by the Hand of the Midwife ? 

To this Queftion I anfwer, Ir does not 
fo eafily appear at firft View, whether a 
live [Infant had been fo cruelly tortured by the 
Midwife, and that this requires a greater Ats 
tentionof Mind,than if an Infant ould have 
perifhed by his Arms, being violently pulled 
and protracted. However, if this be not 
_ always, yet may it for the moft part be 
difcerned: for live Infants, when rudely 
handled by Midwives, die of the Gangrene; 
or Mortification, which always begins from 
the part which is hurt, and the Point where 
it received fuch Hurt. If the Arm be 
hurt, the Gangrene begins in the Arm ; if 
the Head be contufed, or any otherways 
hurt, the Gangrene begins there, and in 
_ that very place where the Midwife had fo 
ill treated it, But if any other Member of 
‘the Body be hurt, the Gangrene thence ari- 
fes ; and this clearly appears, for thofe Signs 
are not found in an Infant, who died of a 
natural Death, much lefs if he had been 
alive a little before. Since therefore all 
_ things above-mentioned may be demonftra- 
ted on infpecting of a dead Body, I con- 
clude Infpection to be neceflary, and in 
the highett degree beneficial, if it be admit- 
ted, and the World will thereby reap the 
following Advantages. | 
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3 Dit) els tie BE sted fis hog 
The Faults of Midwives would:be detec- 
ted by thefe means, and then the Dread of 
Punifhment would deter them from com- | 
mitting fuch deteftable Crimes, to the ruin of 
Mothers and Children; which now, by want 
of Infpeétion, lie hidden, undifcovered, and 
pafs with [mpunity. a ® 


By InfpeCtion it would evidently appear, 
what Midwives duly and rightly performed 


_ the Work committed to their Care, and who 


neglected it. poe} 
Tit. " 
The blame-worthy DeftruGtion of fo many 
Women of Rank and Fafhion, and the not 


enough to be detefted Slaughter of fo many 


innocent Infants, would evidently appear by 
InfpeCtion, and might be punifhed; and would 
ferve as an Example to the Negligent and 
Carelefs, and fpur them on to the Obfervance 
of their Duty. “i 
3 IV. | 

Rafh Midwives, and. fuch who are igno- 
rant of their Art, being thus known, might 
be avoided ; but the prudent and religious, 
be fent for. | 


Wists. 3 
Many unskilful Midwives, who are fuch — 
now, would for fear of Punifhment learn 
better, read over good Authors, and spe 
% i i . ule» 
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ufe of all Helps and Remedies to become 
more skilful,” fince now they lead only . 
ai mere idle-and lazy Life, becaufe theic 
Crimes and Errors lie undifcovered, and un- 
punifhed, InfpeCtion being not admitted. 

Sage ly VI ! j 


Midwives, through fear of Punifhment, 
would be obliged in time to warn the ly- 
ing-in Woman, and her Friends, of any im- 
Minent Danger ; they would defire timely 
Aid to fave the Mother and Infant. - 

\. VIL. , 

They would thoroughly weigh all things — 
with greater Care, and would more anxioully 
fearch out by the Touch the true Pofiture of 
the Womb and Infant; and faithfully declare 
it to the Woman and her Relations ; nor ~ 
would they deceive the Phyfician,to get from 
him ftimulating Medicines: and the Phyfician 
himfelf would a€t more prudently in pre- 
{cribing of them, fearing left by Infpection 
it may appear, that fuch Medicines were un- 
feafonably adminiftred. ~ 

aes WER i 
~ Phyficians might, with greater Security of 
Mind, acquiefce in what the Midwives fay, 
and fafely prefcribe ; or, if need were, dili- 
gently counfel and perfuade a fpeedy De- 
livery by a skilful Hand. Pilar 


-'Thofe Phyficians, who are fill {fo firong- 


lv prejudiced, as thar they will not believe 
Lue fe Se» pe | _ thefe 


ne 
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thefe perverfe Pofitures of the Womb, may 
fee them with their own Eyes, and feelthem 


4 


with their own Hands, and fo beconvinced 5. — 


and, at the fame time, underftand every ill 
Succefs which arifes from thefe perverfe Pofi- 
tures of the Womb, as I have demonftrated 
in this Book. | 


: 


Phyficians, having clearly examined thefe 
perverfe Pofitures of the Womb and Infant, — 


would evidently perceive the Advantage and 


Benefit, nay, the great Neceffity of {peedily 
delivering thefe Women; and at the fame — 
time fee, how much Detriment attends the — 


Procraftination of this falutary Remedy. 
XI. 

- An evident Knowledge of a perverfe Pofi- 

ture of a Womb and Infant would fhew. 

Phyficians, how neceflary it is that Mid- 

wives fhould be better inftructed, and un- 

dergo a ftri€ter Examination, before they 


be admitted to exercifean Art of fuch great © 


Moment and Concern. 
lDe h., 
A fpeedy Delivery of Women in Labour, 
upon the Deflux of the Humours, or imme- 


diately after, would, without doubt, in all 


perverfe Pofitures of the Womb and. Infant, 
be performed with good Succets. | 
XI. | 
By Infpection it would appear how necef- 
fary itis, that in every populous City fhould 


dwell 
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dwell a skilful Mafter in this Art, who 
might immediately attend, that no Oppor- 
tunity of a quick Birth might elapfe, as 
would be the Cafe were any one to be fent 
for, from an Habitation of ,feveral Miles . 
diftance. — | | a 


| | XIV. igen: 
This falutary Art of f{peedily delivering 
Women would then be held in greater 

fteem, and a great many would diligently 
apply themfelves to ftudy this Bufinefs ; fo 
-fhould we in our Country have every Year . 
a great numberof Women and their Infants: 
faved, who now perifh for want of timely 
Affiftance. 


If therefore fuch, and fo many Benefits 
and Advantages are to be expeCted from 
looking into, or infpecting dead Bodies, of 
which no one can doubt; I leave it with all 
due Reverence to our moft illuftrious Magi- 
ftrates, whether or not, for the Publick 
- Good, the Profit and Advantage of the 

Subje@, the promoting of true Science, the 
Confervation of our deareft Pledges, (viz. 
our Wives and Children) fuch Infpection 
ought not to be admitted and practifed. 

I know, to this there may be objected a 
- great many Difficulties ; but I alfo know that 
all of them being duly examined and weigh- 
ed in the Balance of ftri€t Reafon, it will — 
fufficiently appear, that thefe Difficulties 

i ES 7 are 


a 


ie Me a 
in Pedi, fay Pe ee 


102, MIDWIFERY Inaproved. 4 
are not in the leaft equivalent to the Bene- 
firs and Advantages that will accrue by this 
Infpection, efpecially if ic be done without 
any Expence to the Subje@ ; for which Rea- . 
fons, may be thereto admitted the moft fa- 
‘mous Profeffors, Readers, and generally 
skifled DoGors of the Faculty,and Matters 
of the, Art of Midwifery, if they fhould ‘be 
at hand, or any other able Men, whom the 
Magiltracy might for that end appoint, and 
who, for Love of the Publick- Weal, 
would willingly undertake this fo laudable 
an Office of the Arc : And I leave, it to 
your Judgment, whéther or no fuch -In- 
fpe€tion fhould not be performed before | 
fome Midwives, efpecially before- her who 
attended the Woman to*the: time. of her — 
death ? Would not the Infpection of a dead 
Body in the higheft degree be ufeful to 
them ? Certainly, this would be the beft 
Method to imprint on their Minds a true 
Idea of the Scru€ture of the genital Parts 
of Women, which, without the Infpeétion 
of a dead Body, cannot by reading alone be 

fo well acquired; and hereby might, they 
exercife their Art with greater Confidence. _ 

For a Conclufion, I fhall only add, that — 
I hope every one’s Eyes maybe opened, and 
fee that it is not fufficient hereto complain, 
that almoft in. all Cities and Villages there 
are found fo many unskilful Midwives, and 
fo many Mothers and Infants perith ey 
saa . Birk: ; their 
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their Negligence, if they believe whatI here . 


fay : for it is. certainly true,and much to be la- 
‘mented ,nay,and very oftenMatter of extreme 
Grief to Children deprived of their Mothers, 
and to Husbands to have their Wives thus 


taken away, by the Errors andCareleffnefs of 


fuch unskilful and ignorant Midwives. I fay 


_ s therefore that thefe .Gomplaints are not ful 


ficient, but that a way more fafe ought with 
mature Deliberation be inquired into; firft, 
that this mortal Evil be prohibited ; fecond- 
ly, that it be correéted and punifhed. .The 
beft and moit excellent Remedy of this 
dreadful Evil would be obtained by Infpec- 
tion ; which, if not admitted, all other Re- 
medies will, I am afraid, \prove ufelefs and 
of no effect. ee ame 
_ There may, befides Infpe€tion, fome other 
neceflary things be made ufe of ; but of 
' thefe I fhall not difcourfe in this: place: for 
now I have disburthened my Soul, and wit- 
neffed the Truth. If Iam not credited, and 
thefe faithful Admonitionsbe defpifed, yer 
_ fhall I appear faithful to God, that I have put 
- outmy Talent to Ufuary, and as much as hath 
been in my power, faithfully demonftrated 
- not only this mortal Evil, which fo common- 
ly prevails the whole World over, but have 
alfo declared that great and certain Remedy 
of this fame Evil ; leaving the Execution of 
it to thofe, whom God hath ordained to be 
the Fathers of the Country, and Guardians 
3 H 4 and 
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and Sollicitors of the Publick Good ; fub- 
fcribing my felf, with all due Reverence and 
Submiffion, their faithful Subjeét, and in 
all things their ready and obedient Ser- 
vant, avd : aaa 


A. V. Deventer, M. D.. i 
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MK Dmonition to all Husbands, iu relg- 
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Children. HEA iPr 95« 


— 


B. 


Birth dificult, when the binder Part of the 
Head is fallen into the Pelvis, —— p. 2. 
Birth dificult, when the Head is reclined to 
either fide. p. 11. 
Birth difficult, becaufe of the Pelvis being too ie 
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Dangerous the not knowing the perverfe Po- 


frure of the Womb. ———— _ p+ 44, 45. 


Delay of delivering a Woman dangerous, 
and why. —_— BN _p. 87, 
Delivery of a Woman may be expedited in 
an Hours Time, and fometimes lefs: p. 86. 
Defcent of the Infant’s Head, in what Cafe 
awe ought to binder it. pers, 
Defperate Impatience and Refolution of a 


Woman in Labwur, a firange Exam- 
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Doptviuttion of the Mother and Infant, how 
tobe known. © « > p. 84, 85, 86. 
Duplicated Infants, when they may pafs, 
and when nt. Pp. go. 


Error not delivering a Woman *+ill the 
Infant be firft dead, tHuftrated by a very 
a remarkable ana dreadful Example. p.78. 
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the Infant. 
Grofs Ignorance of Midwives. 
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How it may : hnown whether an Infant be 
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cruelly tortured, OF N0b, ' ——=" -D. 91; 92. 
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Impoff Meee of coming at the rhe Infant’ s Feet, 


when wt happens. ps 20; 
Infant's hinder Part of the Head filler ee 
’ the Pelvis. 


Infant’s binder Part of the Head fallen: a 
the Offa Pubis mortal. ~~ =—— 
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Infants lying refupine and tranfverfly- on 


the Pelvis, are inverted with a great deal 
of Difficulty, and why. D. 21,22, 


Infants may be inverted ahve in the ‘fie 
and drawn forth alive. — 
Infant re{upine inaWomb, obliquely Sohn aes : 
; a rare Reh fan 32 72 
Po sgt 


Gangrene begins from. ha tori Member oF 3 


P: 40, 


INDEX. 


Infants bow they may be inverted, and what 
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Infants protratted by the Arms a 3 see 
. p- 66, 57, 69. 
Infpettion teaches whether the Mother dies 
with her Infant by Neglett of the Mid- 
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Childbed without being delivered, why 
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Inverfion of the Infant hindered, by what — 
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Long Doubt of the Author of fome perverfe 
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Midwives deferve to be punifbed for the abo- 
minable Protrattion of Infants. p.89. 
Midwives Touchftone, or Shield of Defence. 
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Midwives tft Examination.  —= p.61. 
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Midwives, when they kill the Mother and 
Infant. Pp. 40. 
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Pelvis too large, and the ill Succeffes thence 
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Signs of the Candour of Midwives. p. 60. 
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- Waters fugitive, why they denote a difficult —— 
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